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BOOK  VII. 


C H A P.  I. 

Journey  through  Ruffian  and  SwedHh  Finland.-— Wiburgh.— -F re-' 
dericshamn. — Louifa. — Hellingfors.— -Abo. — Journey  in  fledges 
over  the  frozen  furface  of  the  Gulph  of  Bothnia.  Ifle  of  Aland. 
— Paffage  by  fea  to  the  coait  of  Sweden. — journey  to  Stockholm. 


ON  the  evening  of  the  3d  of  February, 
1779,  we  took  our  departure  from  Peters- 
burg, and  travelling  all  night,  arrived  the  fol- 
lowing day  at  Wiburgh.  To  guard  againft  the 
cold  I cloathed  myfelf  in  a fuit  of  Bath  drugget^ 

lined  with  flannel,  two  pair  of  worded  ftockings 
% 

and  flippers,  over  which  boots  were  drawn  well 
lined  with  flannel  and  fur.  Thefe  boots  I generally 
wore  in  the  carriage,  but  pulled  off  when  I en- 
tered a houfe,  and  had  the  weather  proved  un- 
commonly fevere,  I was  provided  with  a kind 
of  fheep-fkin  pantaloons,  the  wool  on  the  infide, 
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which  reached  to  my  hips,  and  were  large 
enough  to  inciofe  my  boots;  I wrapped  round 
my  body  a great  coat  of  blue  nankeen,  lined 
with  lamb-fkin,  and  occafionally  added  a large 
peliffe,  or  fur  robe.  I had  a bear- {kin  muff, 
and  my  head  was  enveloped  in  a black  velvet 
cap,  quilted  with  filk  and  cotton,  which  cover- 
ed my  cheeks,  was  tied  under  my  chin,  and 
might,  if  neceffary,  be  drawn  over  the  face. 
Thus  accoutred,  I could  venture  to  defv  even 
the  cold  of  Lapland,  whither  our  courfe  was  di- 
rected. 

Our  train  confifted  of  eight  hedges,  including 
thofe  appropriated  to  the  baggage;  as  on  ac- 
count of  the  narrownefs  of  the  roads,  each  per- 
fon  had  a feparate  carriage.  Various  kinds  of 
fledges  are  ufed  in  this  country;  fome  are  en- 
tirely clofe,  others  quite  open,  thofe  which  we 
employed  were  partly  open,  and  partly  covered. 
A fledge  of  this  fort  is  fliaped  like  a cradle; 
the  tilt,  which  projects  two  feet,  vras  open  in 
front,  but  provided  with  curtains,  which  might 
he  drawn  and  tied  together  whenever  the  wea- 
ther was  fever  eh  The  outfi.de  was  fecured  with 
matting  and  oil-fkin,  and  the  infide  with  coarfe 
cloth.  Within  was  a mattrafs,  feather-bed  and 
coverlid,  or  quilt  of  coarfe  cloth.  In  this  tra- 


* The  form  of  a fledge  Is  delineated  in  the  back-ground  of  the 
mgraving  of  the  Ruffian  peafant,  in  Vol.  II. 

veiling 
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veiling  coach  I fometimes  lay  extended  at  full 
length,  fometimes  fat  crofs-legged  like  a Turk, 
and  at  other  times  raifed  myfelf  on  a feat  form- 
ed by  two  cufhions.  Each  fledge  was  drawn  by 
two  horfes,  which,  on  account  of  the  narrow 
roads,  were  harneffed  one  before  the  other.  The 
ufual  rate  of  travelling  is  from  fix  to  eight  miles 
an  hour.  The  gliding  of  the  carriage  over  the 
beaten  fnow  was  fo  eafy,  as  to  be  aim  oft  imper- 
ceptible  ; and  I never  performed  any  journey  in 
a more  commodious  manner.  Though  we  con- 
tinued our  route  d urine:  the  night,  and  there 
was  no  moon  ; yet  an  Aurora  Borealis , and  the 
whitenefs  of  the  fnow,  fupplied  an  agreeable 
fpecies  of  twilight.  The  road,  or  rather  path, 
was  fcarcely  more  than  a yard  in  breadth,  funk 
two  or  three  feet  beneath  the  level  of  the  fnow, 
and  hardened  by  the  repeated  preflure  of  horfes 
and  fledges.  When  two  carriages  met  in  this 
narrow  track,  the  horfes,  which  turned  out  of 
the  way,  funk  into  the  foft  untrodden  fnow  as 
hi  gh  as  their  girths. 

Eeb.  4.  On  our  arrival  at  Wi burgh  about 
noon,  we  were  conducted,  by  the  governor’s  re- 
commendation, to  the  houfe  of  a merchant, 
who  entertained  us  in  the  moft  hofpitable  man- 
ner. 

Ruffian  Finland,  which  formerly  belonged  to 
the  Swedes,  was  partly  ceded  to  the  Ruffians  by 
the  peace  of  Nyftadt  in  1721,  and  partly  at 
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the  treaty  of  Abo  in  1743.  This  province  re- 
tains molt  of  its  antient  privileges,  with  fome 
modifications  introduced  under  the  new  govern- 

i 

merit.  The  country  produces  befides  pafture, 
aye,  oats,  and  barley,  but  not  fufficient  for  the 
inhabitants.  Wiburgdi  retains  its  own  civil  and 
criminal  courts  of  juftice:  in  penal  cafes,  not 
. capital,  the  punifliments  prescribed  by  the  pro- 
vincial judicature  are  inflidted;  but  whenever  a 


criminal  is  condemned  to  death,  the  Ruffian 
laws  interpofe,  reprieve  him  from  thefentence  of 
beheading  or  hanging,  as  enjoined  by  the  Swed- 
ifh  codes,  and  confign  him  to  the  knoot  and 
tranfportation  to  Siberia.  In  the  governor's 
court,  bufmefs  is  tranfadled  in  theSwedifh^  Ger- 
man, and  Ruffian  tongues;  the  peafants  talk  only 
the  Finnifh  dialect;  but  the  inhabitants  of  the 
towns  underhand  alfoJSweelifh,  and  many  of  them 


German.  The  Lutheran  is  the  feftablifhed 


reli- 


gion of  the  province;  but  the  Greek  worth i'p 
has  been  lately  introduced  by  .the  Ruffians. 

Wiburgh,  the  capital  of  Ruffian  Finland,  is 
a fortified  town,  and  contains  9000  inhabitants  ; 


a few  hoiiies  are  confiruhted  with  brick,  but  the 
greater  part  are  of  wood.  According  to  the  in- 
formation of  the  merchant,  in  whole  lioufe  we 


lodged,  the  exports,  which  are  chiefly  purchafed 
by  the  Eng! iff,  are  planks,  tallow,  pitch,  and 
tar;  and  the  imports,  which  are  moftly  fupplied 
from  France  &nd  Holland,  wines,  fpices,  and  fait. 

Feb,  3, 
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Feb.  5.  Having  received  an  invitation  to 
dinner  from  the  governor,  we  repaired  to  his 
houfe  at  one  o'clock,  and  partook  of  an  elegant 
repaft,  at  the  conclufion  of  which  we  returned 
to  our  lodgings;  and  having  paid  our  warm  eft 
thanks  (for  he  would  accept  no  other  acknow- 
ledgements) to  our  hofpitable  landlord,  we  quit- 
ted  Wiburgh,  and  purfued  our  journey  through 
the  night.  In  our  route  we  did  not  once  expe- 
rience the  leaft  delay  for  want  of  horfes ; the  go- 
vernor .having,  with  that  polite  attention  which 
marked  his  character,  ordered  relays  at  every 
poft.  The  country  through  which  we  palled, 
was  a fucceffion  of  hill  and  dale,  abounding 
with  forefts  of  hr  and  beech,  interfperfed  with 
numerous  lakes,  and  thickly  overfpread  with 
fhattered  fragments  of  granite,  which  looked 
like  the  wrecks  of  mountains*  There  was  no 
moon,  nor  even  the  fmalleft  gleam  of  an  Aurora 
Borealis : yet  the  fnow  call  a-ftronsr  baht:  and 
our  train  of  Hedges  made  a pidturefque  appear- 
ance, as  they  winded  round  the  whitened  hills, 
pierced  into  the  thick  forefts,  or  extended  in  a 
ftraight  line  along  the  frozen  furface  of  the 
lakes*  During  our  courfe,  the  ftill  filence  of 
the  night  was  frequently  relieved  by  the  carols 
of  our  drivers,  who  fang  the  mo  ft  fimple  and 
pleating  airs.  In  , this  progrefs  I beguiled  the 
length  of  the  journey,  either  by  liftening  to  their 
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fongs  echoed  by  the  furroimding  forefts  ; by  ad- 
miring the  unufuai  caft  of  the  nocturnal  fcenery  ; 
or  by  {lumbering  in  my  travelling  couch  as 
comfortably  as  in  a bed.  The  weather  was  un- 
commonly moderate  for  the  feafon  of  the  year; 
the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  fcarcely  de- 
fc ending  at  midnight  more  than  three  degrees 
below  freezing  point. 

Feb.  6.  We  arrived  at  nine  in  the  momma* 

CJ 

at  f rederickshamn,  and  took  up  our  lodging  at 
an  inn,  where  we  met  with  comfortable  accom- 
modations. 

Frederickshamn#,  when  in  the  poffeffion  of 
the  Swedes,  was  only  a fmall  village,  but  has 
been  fortified  by  the  Ruffians.  The  town  is 
fmall  and  regular:  in  the  centre  is  a fquare,  from 
which  the  ftreets  extend  at  rmht  angles.  The 
houfes,  excepting  one  of  brick,  are  all  built  of 
wood,  but  in  the  neateft  manner.  The  fortifi- 
cations are  ftrong,  the  garrifon  and  leveral  com- 
panies of  foldiers,  quartered  in  the  neighbour- 
ing villages,  amount  to  6000  troops.  The  in- 
habitants carry  on  a fmall  commerce  with  Eim- 
land  and  Holland,  export  planks  and  tallow,  and 
import  fait  and  tobacco. 

* In  1783,  Frederickshamn  was  the  fcene  of  an  interview  be- 
tween Catharine  and  Guftavus,  which  continued  three  days.  The 
Emprefs  with  a magnificence  before  unknown  to  thefe  northern 
regions,  ere&ed  a wooden  palace,  which  contained  a grand  fiuite 
of  apartments,  and  a theatre  in  which  French  plays  were  afted. 
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t.  1.  JOURNEY  THROUGH  f INLAND.  f 

The  governor  of  Wiburgh  having  previoufly 
difpatched  a letter  of  recommendation  in  our 
favour,  the  commander  of  the  garrifon  of  Ere- 
derickshamn,  accompanied  with  the  officers  of 
his  corps,  honoured  us  with  a vifit  immediately 
on  our  arrival,  and  invited  us  to  dinner.  Theft 
marks  of  attention  and  hofpitality  are  always 
pleafing  to  travellers  in  a foreign  country;  but 
were  greatly  enhanced  in  Inch  a feafon  of  drea- 
rinefs.  Our  ho  ft,  an  old  German  officer,  who 
had  feen  much  fervice,  and  pofleffed  all  that  li- 
beral franknefs  and  urbanity  generally  confpi- 
cuous  in  veterans,  enlivened  an  excellent  enter- 
tainment with  the  vivacity  of  his  convention* 
The  floors  of  the  apartments,  inftead  of  beinor 
covered  with  carpets,  were,  according  to  a cuft 
tom  not  unufual  in  theft  parts,  ftrewed  with 
leaves  and  fmall  twigs  of  pines  and  firs,  which 
afford,  when  bruited,  a pleafant  fmcll,  and  give 
a cleanly  appearance  to  the  rooms. 

Feb.  7.  From  Frederickshamn  wre  continued 
our  journey  through  a hilly  country,  abounding 
with  forefts  and  lakes,  and  in  34  miles  arrived 
at  the  frontiers  of  this  empire. 

1 he  peafants  of  Finland  differ  materially  from 
the  Ruffians  in  their  look  and  drefs:  they  had 

K' 

for  the  mo  ft  part  fair  complexions,  and  many 
of  them  red  hair;  they  fhave  their  beards,  wear 
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ineir  hair  parted  at  the  top,  and  flowing  to  a 
eonflderable  length  over  their  fhoulders*.  We 
could  not  avoid  remarking,  that  they  were  in 
general  more  civilized  than  the  Ruffians;  and 
that  even  in  the  fmalleft  villages  we  were  able 
to  procure  much  better  accommodations,  than 
we  ufually  met  with  in  the  largeft  towns  of 
RufliiU  1 he  inhabitants  of  this  province  enjoy 
eonflderable  privileges,  and  profefs  a different 
religion:  how  far  thefe  circumftances  may  ren- 
der them  more  enlightened  than  the  Ruffians  is 
a curious  queftion,  which  cannot  be  anfwered  by 
us  who  continued  in  the  country  during  fo  fhort 
a time. 


The  limits  of  Ruffia  and  Sweden,  fettled  by 
the  peace  of  Abo,  are  formed  by  the  river  Ky- 
men  ; onthefouth  bank  was  a wooden  houfe,  a 
rampart  of  earth,  and  a fmall  battery.  Being 
admitted  through  a wooden  barrier,  guarded  by 
a,  Ruffian  foldier,  v/e  crofted  a bridge  to  a fmall 
ifland,  palled  another  bridge  over  a branch  of 
the  Kymen,  and  went  through  a fecond  barrier, 
at  which  Rood  a Swedifh  centinel.  On  quitting 
the  Ruffian  dominions,  our  baggage  was  {lightly- 
fearched,  and  entering  Swedifh  Finland,  the 
fame  ceremony  was  performed  by  the  cuftom- 

TJie  Ruffians  nave  generally  dark  complexion^  and  hair  5 they 
alfo  tear  their  beards,  and  cut  their  hair  fhort. 

houfe 
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houfe  officers  of  that  diftrift.  Clofe  to  the 
frontiers,  we  changed  hories  at  Lilla-Abborfors ; 
and  in  lefs  than  an  hour  arrived  at  Louifa. 

Soon  after  our  departure  from  Wiburgh,  the 
weather  changed  to  a fevere  froft;  the  mercury 
in  the  thermometer  finking  to  32  below  freez- 
ing point.  This  hidden  alteration  in  the  atmo- 
fphere  was  not  difagreeable : the  warmth  of  our 


cloathins:  enabled  us  to  defy  the  molt  interns 
froft;  nor  had  1 once  occafton  to  ufe  all  the  co- 
verings with  which  I had  the  precaution  to  pro- 
vide myfelf.  The  face  was  the  only  part  which 
I found  difficult  to  fecure,  againft  the  attacks  of 
the  cold,  particularly  at  night,  when  1 was  in- 
clined to  deep.  In  that  ftate  I generally  co- 
vered my  cheeks  and  forehead  with  the  flaps  of 
my  velvet  cap,  leaving  only  my  nofeand  mouth 
free  for  refpiration  ; and  over  them  I fome  times 
held  my  muff,  or  placed  my  handkerchief, 
which  was  attended  with  this  inconvenience:  as 


the  breath  inftantly  congealed,  the  parts  of  the 
muff  or  handkerchief,  in  contact  with  my 
mouth,  became  in  a fhort  time  clotted  with  ici- 
cles, and  I was  obliged  repeatedly  to  change 

their  petition,  to  prevent  an  accumulation  of 

• ' \ 

the  frozen  particles. 

Louifa  is  an  open  town  on  a bay  of  the  Gulf 
of  Finland,  and  defended  towards  the  fea  by  a, 
finall  fort  refs.  The  houfes  are  all  of  wood,  and 
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of  two  dories ; they  are  painted  with  a red  co- 
lour, and  look  much  neater  than  thofe  of  the 
common  towns  in  Ruffia.  Soon  after  our  arri- 
val we  waited  on  the  governor  to  obtain  an  or- 
der for  poft-horfes,  and  procure  information 
with  refpedt  to  our  intended  route  to  Stock- 
holm. In  fummer,  travellers  paffing  from  Pe- 
terfbuigh  to  the  capital  of  Sweden,  commonly 
go  by  land  to  Abo,  where  they  take  ihip,  and, 
fleering  through  numerous  iflands  in  the  Gulf 
of  Bothnia  to  the  eaflern  fliore  of  Aland,  crols 
to  the  weltern  coaft;  again  embark,  and  proceed 
thiough  a more  open  fea  to  Sweden.  In  winter, 
the  paflage  acrofs  the  Gulf  is  not  always  p l acti- 
cable;  for  the  channels  between  the  iflands  are 
moftly  fioien,  fo  as  not  to  admit  velfels,  yet 
feldom  fufficiently  ilrong  to  fupport  carriages* 
while  the  remaining  part  of  the  open  gulf,  from 
Aland  to  the  coaft  of  Sweden,  which  is  not 
fprinkled  with  iflands,  is  generally  fo  embar- 
ralled  with  floating  ice,  as  to  render  the  naviga- 
tion extremely  dangerous. 

1 he  ufual  way  in  winter,  which  we  intended  to 
purfue,  lies  round  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  through 
Torneo.  We  anticipated  the  fatisfa&ion  of  vi« 
filing  a place  remarkable  for  the  meafurement 
of  a degree  by  the  celebrated  Maupertuis,  of 
making  an  excuifion  into  Lapland  beyond  the 
Aictic  Circle,  of  obferving  the  manners  and 

cuftoms 
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cuftoms  of  the  natives,  and  of  riding  in  hedges 
drawn  by  rein  deer.  But,  alas!  our  curiofity 
was  deftined  not  to  be  gratified.  On  confut- 
ing the  governor  of  Louifa,  he  informed  us,  that 
the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  to  proceed  into 
Lapland;  for  if  a general  thaw  fhould  take 
place,  which  feemed  likely  to  happen,  we  could 
not  continue  our  route  in  fledges;  and  as  we 
could  not  procure  carriages  with  wheels  to  con- 
vey us  to  Stockholm,  we  fhould  be  obliged  to 
proceed  by  fea,  which  in  fpring  is  a dangerous 
and  uncertain  navigation.  He  added  alfo,  that 
the  paffage  acrofs  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  was  for- 
tunately practicable;  as  the  channels  between 
the  fmall  iflands  were  diffidently  frozen  to  bear 
(ledges,  and  the  other  part  of  the  Gulf  was  not 
obftruCted  with  floating  maffes  of  ice.  When 
the  governor  perceived  that,  notwithftanding 
the  favourable  opportunity  of  eroding  the  Gulf 
of  Bothnia,  and  the  dangers  of  a journey  by 
land,  we  feemed  eager  to  purfue  our  expedition 
to  Lapland,  he  prelfed  his  advice  with  the  mod 
forcible  reafons,  and  did  not  defift,  until  he  had 
extorted  a promife  that  we  would  proceed  di- 
rectly to  Abo.  The  gentleman  to  whom  we 

were  indebted  for  this  friendly  remonflrance, 

1/  ' 

was  a fenfible  well-informed  officer,  of  Scottitb 
extraction,  who  had  ferved  feveral  years  in 
France  in  the  Royal  Swedifli  regiment.  Dur- 
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ing  a long  converfation,  lie  faid,  “ You  have 
probably  conceived  a bad  opinion  of  Finland, 
from  the  regions  you  have  travelled,  which  are 
themoft  defolate  parts  of  the  province;  but  a few 
miles  from  the  fea-coaft  it  is  an  agreeable  coun- 
try, fertile  in  pafture,  rye,  oats,  and  barley. 
From  the  abundance  of  rivers  and  lakes,  fome 
of  which  are  of  confiderable  length,  an  inland 
navigation  might  eafily  be  formed  at  a little  ex- 
pence, and  facilitate  a communication  between 
the  different  diftricls.” 

Feb.  9.  In  purfuance  of  his  advice,  inftead 
of  continuing  our  route  towards  Lapland,  wc 
made  our  way  to  Abo.  We  fet  off  at  eight  in 
the  evening,  and  were  lighted  during  the  whole 
night  by  a beautiful  Aurora  Borealis  ; the  ther- 
mometer was  fcarcely  below  freezing  point. 
Our  road  lay  near  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  through 
a hilly,  rocky,  and  woody  country.  I obferved 
the  ground  thickly  ftrewed  with  detached  maffes 
of  granite,  as  if  broken  by  fome  violent  convuL 
fiom  We  frequently  law  large  flights  of  groufe, 
black  cocks,  and  ptarmigans.  In  thefe  parts 
the  large  fpecies  of  groufe,  called  the  cock  of 
the  wood,  a bird  almoft  equal  in  flze  to  a final l 
turkey,  is  not  uncommon;  the  moor-fowl  and 
ptarmigans  are  plentiful ; but  the  black  game  is 
fo  abundant,  that  we  feldom  fat  down  to  din- 
ner, even  at  the  commoneft  inns,  without  being 
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Totaled  with  a brace  of  thofe  delicious  birds. 

Having  patted  feveral  large  lakes,  with  which 

the  country  abounds,  and  croffed  the  frozen  fur- 

face  of  a bay,  we  arrived  on  the  enfuing  morn- 

ins'  at  Hellingfors,  which  hands  in  a romantic 

htuation,  on  a riling  Ihore,  near  feveral  rocks 

* 

and  huge  fragments  of  granite. 

Agreeably  to  an  invitation  from  the  governor, 
to  whom  we  applied  for  further  information  re- 
g our  pad age  acrois  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia. 

o _ I O " 

we  repaired  in  the  evening  to  a ball:  the  gen- 
tlemen and  ladies  all  wore  the  new  Swedilh 
drefs#,  and  amufed  themfelves  chiefly  with  mi- 
nuets and  Engliih  country  dances.  The  com- 
pany  were  polite  and  attentive,  and  feveral  ac~ 
coiled  us  in  French.  Ciofe  to  Hellingfors  is  a 
final!  fort,  called  Ulricaberg,  capable  of  con- 
taining 200  men:  and  at  a little  di fiance  an- 

o J 

other  was  eredling  (In  061.  17  84)  named  Sc  at  an- 
der  Tvg,  which  will  hold  a garrifon  of  400  fob 

«/  O 7 V 

diers. 

But  one  of  the  molt  curious  and  important 

i. 

fortredes  in  the  Swedish  dominions,  and  perhaps 
in  Northern  Europe,  is  Sveaborg,  fituated  near 
Hellingfors.  In  my  former  tour  we  were- not 
permitted  to  vide  this  fortrefs  for  want  of  an 
order  from  the  court;  but  we  were  more  foriu- 

* See  the  defeription  and  engravings  of  thefe  drelfos  in  the  next 
chapter. 
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ii ate  in  our  fecond  journey  through  thefe  parts; 
his  Swedifh  majefty  himfelf  having*  condefcend- 
ed  to  command  the  prime  minifter,  Count 
Creutz,  to  give  us  an  order  for  that  purpofe. 
In  confequence  of  this  paffport,  the  governor 
fent  his  boat  to  convey  us  to  the  fortrefs,  and 
did  us  the  honour  to  accompany  us  himfelf 
round  the  works,  and  point  out  what  was  mod  / 
remarkable. 

Three  miles  and  an  half  from  Heifina'fors  are 

o 

feveral  fmall  rocky  iflands  in  the  Gulf  of  Finland, 
which  compofe  the  fortrefs  of  Sveaborg*.  They 
have  been  lately  fortified  for  the  purpofe  of  main- 
taining* a fleet  in  conftant  readinefs  to  fail,  and 
containing*  & garrifon  for  the  defence  of  Finland. 

Seven  iflands  compofe  this  fortrefs,  lying 
within  the  circumference  of  4 miles:  l.  Loim-on, 
or  Long  If] and,  lies  S.  W.  and  is  the  neareft 
to  Helfingfors;  it  is  600  feet  in  length,  and  300 
in  breadth,  2.  Walter  Swart-  on,  or  Weft  Black 
I Hand,  S.  E.  of  Long-on;  L,  400  feet  in  length, 
and  800  in  breadth.  3.  Lilia  Swart-on,  or  Lit- 
tle Black  Maud,  call  of  Waiter  Swart;  800 
feet  fquare.  4.  Ofter  Swart-on,  or  Eaft  Black 
Ifland,  Eaft  of  Lilia  Swart;  3,ooo  feet  in 
length,  and  1,600  in  breadth.  5.  Warg-on,  or 
Wolfs  Ifland,  lying  in  the  center  between  Wai- 
ter and  Lilia  Swartz-on;  2,400  feet  in  length, 
and  2,000  in  breadth;  it  is  the  principal  ifland, 

and 
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and  contains  the  governor’s  houfe.  6.  Guftaf’s 
Ward,  or  the  Arms  of  Guftavus,  S.  E.  of  W arg- 
on; 1,600  feet  in  length,  and  1,200  in  breadth. 
7.  Shantz  Landet,  or  Land-fortrefs,  South  of 
Guftaf’s  Ward,  an  * ifland  as  big  as  both  Warg- 
bn  and  Oiler  Swart-on,  but  of  which  only  600 
feet  are  to  be  fortified. 

The  project  of  furrounding  thefe  iflands  with 
fortifications  was  formed  by  General  Ehrenf- 
wald,  and  the  work  begun  in  1748.  £.750,000 

have  been  already  expended,  and  to  compleat 
the  remainder  will  require  above  £.500,000.  It 
is  computed,  that  the  whole  might  be  finiflied 
in  fix  years,  if  fufficient  money  could  be  ob^ 
tained ; but  according  to  the  flow  manner  in 
which  the  work  is  now  carrying  on,  a century 
xnuft  elapfe  before  its  completion. 

The  works  are  really  ftupendous  and  worthy 
of  the  ancient  Romans.  The  walls  are  chiefly 
of  hewn  granite,  covered  with  earth,  from  fix 
to  ten  feet  thick,  and  in  a few  places  not  lefs 
than  48  in  height.  The  batteries,  which  begin 
upon  a level  with  the  water,  and  rife  in  tiers  one 
above  the  other  in  all  directions,  commanding 
the  only  channel  through  which  large  veflels 
can  fail  to  Helfingfors,  render  the  paffage  of 

* In  the  Voyage  de  deux  Francois  an  ifland  is  mentioned  near 
the  principal  ifle  on  which  the  fortrefs  is  fituated,  from  which  the 
fortrefs  might  be  advantageoufiy  attacked.  It  is  added  that  Sweden 
intended  to  fortify  it. 

an 
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an  enemy’s  fleet  extremely  dangerous,  if  not 
impracticable. 

In  Warg-on  is  a dry  dock,  capable  of  con- 
taining eleven  or  twelve  frigates,  hollowed  in 
the  folid  rock,  800  feet  long,  200  broad,  and 
fourteen  deep.  It  is  divided  into  three  equal 
parts  by  two  brick  walls,  which  run  lengthways; 
each  part  will  contain  four  frigates,  and  may  be 
clofed  with  fluice-gates,  fo  that  each  veffei  lies 
feparately  from  the  others.  The  whole  is  co- 
vered with  a wooden  pent-houfe  roof,  in  order 
to  preferve  the  frigates  from  the  rain:  this  bafon 
contained  eleven  frigates.  At  one  extremity  of 
this  dock  is  a bafon  coo  feet  fquare,  elefed  at 
each  end  with  fluice-gates,  which  ferves  for 
the  entrance  and  exit  of  the  frigates,  and  like- 
wife  for  repairing  or  building  ihips.  At  the 
other  extremity  another  bafon  was  finifhed  of 
the  fame  dimenfions,  for  a man  of  war,  which 
may  like  wife  ferve  for  the  p adage  of  the  fri- 
gates, whenever  the  other  is  employed  in  re- 
pairing or  building  ihips.  The  magazines  for 
the  ftores  and  artillery  are  built  on  the  edge  of 
the  water,  which  is  of  fufficient  depth  to  admit 
each  veffei  dole  to  the  quay,  to  be  equipped 
without  trouble.  There  is  an  excellent  port  for 
70  blips  of  the  line,  and  a final  1 harbour  no  left 
fecure  for  ten  frigates. 

The  garrifon,  in  October  1784,  confifted  of 

350  fof- 
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350  foldiers  and  600  marines;  but  when  the 
whole  fortifications  are  completed,  will  require 
1 2,000  mem 

For  the  purpofe  of  building  and  fitting  f lips  at 
Sveaborg,  the  Swedes  procure  oak  from  Goth- 
land,  part  of  the  flax  from  Finland-, hemp  and  mails 
from  Riga.  Such,  inOdtober  17  84,  was  the  Rate 
of  Sveaborg;  a fortrefs,  which,  even  in  its  prefent 
unfinifhed  ftate,  will  be  capable  of  haraffing  the 
Ruffians  in  cafe  of  war,  and  which,  fliould  it  be 
completed,  may  juflly  be  called  the  Gibraltar 
of  the  north. 

Feb.  1 1.  We  quitted  Helfmgfors  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  arrived  at  Abo,  which  is  diflant  150 
miles,  on  the  evening  of  the  12th,  through  a 
trad!  of  country  better  peopled  than  the  other 
parts  of  Finland  which  we  had  hitherto  tra- 
veled, and  diverfified  with  a beautiful  mixture 
of  hill  and  dale. 

Abo,  the  capital  of  Swedifh  Finland,  called 
by  the  Fins  Turcu , lies  on  the  point  where  the 
Gulfs  of  Bothnia  and  Finland  unite;  it  is  An- 
gularly fituated,  partly  on  a ridge  of  precipi- 
tous rocks,  and  partly  in  a fmall  plain,  on  the 
banks  of  the  Aura.  A craggy  eminence,  over- 
hanging the  town,  commands  a curious  view  of 
the  caflle,  the  Gulf  of  Finland  interfperfed  with 
numerous  rocky  iflands,  and  the  wild  and  bar- 
ren environs.  The  town,  which  is  not  ill  built, 

vol.  iv.,  c contains 
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contains  feveral  brick  houfes,  but  the  generality 
are  of  wood  painted  red.  The  inhabitants  ex- 
port linen,  corn,  planks,  and  iron. 

Soon  after  our  arrival,  the  buro-omafter  oblig> 
ingly  waited  on  us,  and  the  following  morn- 
ing conducted  us  to  the  univerfity,  which  was 
founded  in  1640  by  Chriftina,  and  endow- 
ed with  the  fame  privileges  as  that  of  Up- 
fala.  There  are  fifteen  profeffors,  and  300  flu- 
dents.  The  library  contains  near  1 0,000  vo- 
lumes, a catalogue  of  which  was  printed  in 
1655,  and  a fecond  edition  in  i685  *.  There  is 
alfo  a fchool  at  Abo,  which  was  inflituted  by 
Guflavus  Adolphus,  for  300  fchoiars.  A bota- 
nical garden,  founded  in  1776  by  the  prefen t 
king,  contained,  in  1784,  fifteen  hundred  ex- 
otics, and  about  the  fame  number  of  indigenous- 

o 

plants;  a lift  of  which  has  been  lately  given  to 
the  public  by  the  prefent  profeffor. 

In  the  cathedral,  a large  brick  building*  con- 
ftrudled  in  1300,  is  the  fepulchre  of  Catharine, 
the  favourite  miftrefs  and  wife  of  Eric  the  Four- 
teenth, who  furvived  her  unfortunate  lord  five- 
and-thirty  years,  and  died  at  Liuxdai  in  1612, 
in  the  64  th  year  of  her  age  f. 

Near  Abo  is  the  caftle  or  antient  palace,  for- 
merly the  Qccafxonal  refidence  of  the  Swedifii  fo~ 

* Arckenholtz  Memoires  de  ChrifUne,  Tom.  II.  p.  309. 
j See  an  account  of  Catharine,  Chap.  9. 

vereigns ; 
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verei'gns  ; it  Hands  on  the  mouth  of  the  Aura, 
where  large  veffels, . which  cannot  pafs  to  Abo, 
lie  at  anchor  ; and  is  a brick  building,  plaiftered 
white.  On  the  weftern  fide  is  a fquare  tower, 
looking  towards  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  in  an 
apartment  of  which  Eric  the  Fourteenth  was 
for  feme  time  imprifoned.  This  palace  has  been 
lately  converted  into  a diilillery  for  fpirituQus 
liquors. 

Feb.  13.  About  40  miles  from  Abo  we  arriv- 
ed on  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  and  palled  over  the 
frozen  furface  along  a track  marked  with  two 
rows  of  final  1 trees  placed  upright  in  the  ice  as  a 
direction  for  travellers.  We  croffed  occafionally 
feveial  finall  lflands  and  rocks,  feparated  from 

* y from  fifty  yards  to  four  or 

five  miles  in  breadth.  At  midnight  we  Hopped 
on  the  iH and  Varifala  till  break  of  day  ; as  well 
fiom  the  dread  of  large  holes  in  the  ice,  which 
render  travelling  by  night  very  hazardous  ; as 
oecauie  oui  danger  would  have  been  extreme, 
had  we  wandered  from  the  path,  and  been  loft 
on  the  wide  expanfe  of  ice ; which  had  nearly 
happened  to  colonel  Floyd,  as  he  thus  deferibes 
in  his  journal : “ A cowardly  driver  overturned 
me  into  the  fnow,  but  the  fall  was  yen  tie. 
Night  came  on,  at  firft  much  overcaft,  but  after- 
wards illuminated  by  an  Aurora  Borealis,  which 
Wras  not  in  ftreaks  like  thofe  ufually  in  England, 
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but  a continued  glare  of  red  light.  We  arrived 
at  length  on  the  Gulf,  crolfed  a flieet  of  ice 
many  miles  in  length,  and  fome  fmall  rocky 
iflands,  upon  one  of  which  my  driver  fuddenly 
turned  into  the  yard  of  a peafant's  cottage,  and 
hopped.  I foon  perceived  that  he  had  loft  his 
way : inquiry  being  in  vain  on  my  part,  as  I 
could  not  fpeak  the  language,  I encouraged 
him  by  figns  to  endeavour  to  regain  the  track ; 
lie  complied,  but  with  fuch  ill  humour,  that  he 
drove  again  ft  a rock,  and  again  overfet  me, 
though  fortunately  without  any  bad  eonfe- 
quence;  he  then  paffed  by  a narrow  way  through 
a wood,  and  foon  arrived  at  the  edo-e  of  the 
ifland.  I liftened  eagerly  for  the  found  of  the 
other  fledges,  but  to  no  purpofe;  then,  anxi- 
oufly  looking  around,  I deferied  at  fome  dis- 
tance the  boughs  which  mark  the  road  over  the 
ice;  and,  inftantly  pointing  it  out,*  we  purfued 
the  path,  and  after  Several  miles  overtook  my 
companions,  determined  never  again  to  lofe 
light  <*f  the  laft  fledge.  In  croffing,  however, 
another  ifland,  the  fledge  which  immediately 
preceded  mine  fuddenly  flopped;  we  had  again 
loft  the  way,  but  foon  recovered  it,  and  joined 
the  party.” 

On  Varifala  we  found  a comfortable  village; 
the  inhabitants  were  Fins,  and  fpoke  only  the 
Finnifli  tongue. 

Feb.  14. 
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Feb.  14.  We  fet  out  early:  the  weather  was 
hazy  and  unpromifing,  and  the  wind  began  to 
freflien.  The  p oft  was  18  miles  in  length:  we 
paffed  many  fmall  i Hands  and  rocks;  lome  co- 
vered with  underwood,  and  fprinkled  with  vil- 
lages; others  bare  granite,  without  a Angle  ha- 
bitation or  tree.  In  a few  places  the  ice  of  the 
Gulf  was  a frnooth  Iheet ; in  others  it  was 
roughly  frozen  in  waves  and  large  makes.  The 
vaff  extended  plain  of  ice,  broken  in  abrupt 
ridges,  the  boundlefs  and  dreary  track  marked 
only  by  a line  of  trees,  and  the  rugged  rocks 
ftarting  up  on  every  fide,  afforded  one  of  the 
moft  defolate  feenes  imaginable. 

We  changed  horfes  at  Brando,  an  ifland  con- 
taining  fix  or  feven  villages,  a church,  fome  ara- 
ble land,  and  fmall  woods.  About  three  we  arriv- 
ed on  the  ifland  Kumblinge,  36  miles  from  Va- 
rifala;  as  the  next  poft  was  above  thirty  miles, 
we  prudently  took  up  our  quarters  in  a peaf ant’s 
cottage,  rather  than  again  encounter  the  ha- 
zards of  a journey  by  night.  Kumblinge  con- 
tains a church  and  a few  fcattered  cottages,  the 
inhabitants  fpeak  the  Swedifh  language,  The 
peafants  were  well  clothed ; the  men  wore  long 
cloth  coats  lined  with  ffieep-fkin ; the  women  a 
ffriped  kind  of  woollen  fluff,  of  mixed  colours, 
chiefly  green,  white,  and  red : they  feemed  very 
honeft ; and  our  fervants  had  no  occafion  to  enn 
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ploy  the  fame  vigilance  in  watching  the  luggage 
as  w as  lequifite  in  Ituflia,  The  cottages  were 
built  like  thofe  in  Ruflia,  with  whole  trees  piled 
one  upon  the  other,  and  mortaifed  and  tenanted 
at  each  extremity*  the  timbers  of  feveral  were 
fawed  on  the  outfide  in  the  form  of  planks. 
They  geneially  contain  two  or  three  apartments, 
fin  all,  but  neat  and  clean,*  have  all  brick  chim- 
mes,  and  a femicircular  fire-place  high  and  nar- 
iow,  in  which  the  wood  is  placed  upright,  and 
by  means  of  birch-bark  inftantaneoufly  kindled, 
file  villagers  pofiefied  many  conveniences  of 
life,  which  we  did  not  meet  with  in  Ruflia;  par- 
ticularly beds,  and  a greater  variety  of  houfe- 
hold  furniture. 


"While  our  dinner  was  preparing,  we  {trolled 
to  a windmill  fituated  on  an  eminence,  from 
whence  we  commanded  a full  view  of  the  bland, 
which  feemed  a huge  pile  of  rocks  of  red  and 
O'W)  gi anile.  .Near  the  village  we  obferved 
till ec  oi  foui  fields  which  had  been  fown  with 


rye,  and  at  a little  diftance  a fmall  wood  of  firs 
and  biich;  in  the  other  parts  we  could  difeover 
nothing  but  juniper  and  mofs. 


ihe  ieveie  trod  of  the  preceding  day  was 
fucceeded  by  a Hidden  thaw,  accompanied  with 

lai*n  anc^  fJCeN  and  in  the  evening  a violent 
hurricane  came  on.  We  heard  on  all  fides 
the  cracking  of  the  ice  like  the  explofions 
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of  thunder,  and  were  alarmed  with  the  dread 
of  being  detained  in  fo  dreary  a fpot:  for  if,  as 
we  had  reafon  to  apprehend,  the  ice  had  been 
broken  up,  a continuance  of  the  thaw  for  a fort- 
night at  leaft  would  have  been  requisite,  before 
any  communication  by  water  could  be  formed 
with  the  continent  or  neighbouring  iflands. 
The  wind  increafmg  to  a violent  degree  towards 
midnight,  and  the  noife  from  the  burfting  of 
the  ice  redoubling,  we  imagined  that  a confi- 
derable  delay  was  unavoidable,  and  began  to 
inquire  whether  the  inhabitants  were  furnifhed 
with  fufficient  provifions  to  fupply  our  wants 
and  their  own.  We  were  happy  to  find,  that 
four  cows,  a few  hogs,  and  poultry,  ‘and  a large 
ftore  of  hard  bread,  were  more  than  fufficient 
to  remove  all  apprehenfions  of  famine  during  a 
much  longer  period  than  we  were  likely  to  re- 
ps ain.  Fortunately,  however,  we  did  not  put 
thefe  refources  to  the  trial:  towards  morning 
the  wind  fubfided,  and  the  rents  in  the  ice  not  ap- 
pearing dangerous,  we  continued  our  route  at  fun- 
rife.  It  was  a moll  delightful  day ; in  the  morn- 
ing the  mercury  in  the  thermometer  flood  at  two 
degrees  above  freezing  point,  and  at  noon  rofe 
to  five;  the  fun  fiione  with  fucli  brightnefs,  and 
the  weather  was  fo  clear  and  warm,  that  we 
might  almoft  have  imagined  it  fummer,  had  we 
not  been  undeceived  by  the  frozen  mafs  around 
us.  On  the  preceding  day  the  whole  fcenery 
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was  uniformly  enveloped  with  fnow,  which  be- 
ing incited,  the  furtace  of  the  Gulf  became  a 
pure  expanfe  of  ice.  The  diftance  to  the  next 
poll  was  35  miles,  and  much  lefs  diveriified 
with  i (lands  than  the  parts  which  we  had  paffed 
befoie  oui  arrival  at  If um blinge.  In  one  place 
we  travelled  a level  (lieet  of  ice,  at  lead  ten 
miles  in  length,  unbroken  with  a (ingle  rock  or 
ifland ; but  as  the  late  dorm  had  produced  feve- 
ral  apertures,  and  as  the  thaw  increafed,  we 
went  on  with  caution,  preceded  by  a guide,  who 
carried  a hatchet  and  plumbing  iron;  with  the 
hatchet  he  occafionally  cut  the  ice,  and  with 
the  iron  meafured  its  thicknefs,  to  afcertain 
whether  it  was  fufficiently  drongto  fupport  our 
hedges.  In  feme  places  he  made  a conddera- 
ble  circuit  to  avoid  an  aperture,  often  called  out 
to  the  drivers  to  keep  at  fome  didance  from  each 
oilier,  and  repeatedly  warned  them  to  follow 
the  precife  track  which  he  purfued.  In  this 
manner  he  conduced  us  in  about  eight  hours, 
and  without  the  lead  accident,  to  the  ide  of 
Aland. 

Aland,'  which  gives  to  this  clutter  of  iflands 
the  general  appellation  of  the  I ties  of  Aland,  is 
40  miles  in  length,  and  from  12  to  16  in 
bi eadth : 11  contains  about  fifteen'  villages,  and 
9000  inhabitants ; they  fpeak  the  Swedifli  lan- 
guage, but  are  included  in  the  government  of 
1 inland,  both  in  fpiritual  and  temporal  affairs. 

The 
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The  bafis  of  the*  foil  feemed  to  be  granite,  of 
the  fame  nature  with  the  lh ores  of  Finland,  and 
of  the  numerous  ihands  which  we  had  lately  tra- 
verfed ; and  the  whole  affemblage  appeared  like 
a ridge  of  rocks,  which  had  been  once  joined  to 
each  other  and  to  the  continent,  but  feparated 
by  the  fea. 

We  changed  nodes  at  Vary  at,  Scarpats,  Ha- 
rohby,  Enkerby,  and  Trebenka;  between  Scar- 
pats  and  Harolfby  we  defcended  into  a broad 
and  cultivated  plain,  containing  arable  and  pas- 
ture land,  a lake,  and  a riven  In  the  midfi  of 
this  plain  hand,  on  an  miniated  rock  of  red  gra- 
nite, the  ruins  of  Caftelholm,  an  antient  pa- 
lace, built  with  red  granite  and  brick,  which  is 
remarkable  in  the  hiftory  of  Sweden  ; it  com- 
mands a pleating,  though  bounded  profpect  of 
two  fmall  lakes,  whofe  banks  rife  into  gentle 
eminences  Ikirted  with  wood.  To  this  Solitary 
rock,  Eric  XIV.  was,  in  1571,  confined  by  his 
brother  John  III.;  and  the  dungeon,  in  which 
he  was  imprifoned,  ftill  bears  the  name  of  the 
apartment  of  Eric.  After  crawling  through  an 
arch  on  our  hands  and  knees,  on  account  of  the 
f|ones  and  bricks  which  obftmfted  the  p allage, 
we  came  into  the  iliell  of  a large  apartment,  en- 
tered a fmall  room ; and  afcending  a ladder  of 
nine  or  ten  fteps,  many  of  which  were  broken, 
palled  through  a trap-door  into  the  dungeon  of 

7 Eric, 


TRAVELS  IN  SWEDE  N. 


B.  7* 


«6 

Eric.  It  is  20  feet  long  and  1 1 broad,  low  and 
vaulted,  and  lias  only  one  fmall  opening  to  tul- 
mit  the  light,  which  is  fcarcely  more  than  two 
inches  in  breadth.  I hi  all  have  occafion  in  ano- 
ther place  * to  mention  the  bufferings  and  cataf- 
trophe  of  this  unfortunate  fovereffm 

Having  gratified  our  curiofity  at  Caftelhohn, 
we  continued  our  route  during  the  night:  the 
fnow  being  melted  by  the  thaw,  our  journey 
was  tedious  and  difagreeable ; the  fledges  were 
flowly  dragged  over  the  rocky  and  Tandy  roads; 
and  we  did  not,  before  five  in  the  morning,  reach 
the  place  of  embarkation  on  the  weftern  fliore. 
The  wind  blowing  direHly  contrary,  we  took 
up  our  lodging  at  the  poft-houfe,  and  retired 
reluctantly  to  reft;  but  were  awakened  about 
ten,  with  the  agreeable  news  that  it  was 
Ih  if  ted,  and  we  might  be  able  to  erofs  the  Gulf. 
The  only  decked  vefiel  which  this  place  afford- 
ed being  ice-bound,  we  had  no  other  refource 
but  two  open  boats,  manned  with  a pilot,  five 
or  fix  fithermen,  and  ten  peafants;  but,  as  the 
weather  was  fine,  we  ordered  our  baggage  on 
board,  and  embarked  at  mid-day.  The  dif- 
tance  to  the  oppofite  coaft  is  40  miles.  The 
firft  part  ot  this  paffage  was  interfperfed  with 
fevtval  rocky  iiles,  one  of  which  appeared  inha- 
bited; but  from  the  extremity  of  the  laft  ifland, 
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which  is  26  miles  from  the  continent  of  Sweden, 
the  fea  is  open.  From  that  point  we  had  a fine 
breeze,  which  carried  us  at  the  rate  of  feven 
knots  an  hour;  and  we  were  within  fix  miles  of 
the  coaft  about  fun-fet,  with  the  profpedt  of  a 
fpeedy  difembarkation.  Soon  afterwards  the 
breeze  flackened,  and  was  followed  by  a calm, 
which  iafted  half  an  hour ; when  the  wind  role 
in  the  oppofite  quarter,  and  blew  direftly  from 
fiiore.  In  this  fituation  the  night  overtook  us; 
the  gale  frefiiened,  the  fea  ran  high,  the  coaft 
was  rocky  and  full  of  breakers,  our  veffel  a 
crazy  fi filing- boat,  and  the  greater  part  of  our 
crew  wholly  unexperienced.  We  in  vain  endea- 
voured by  tacking  and  rowing  to  reach  the 
fiiore;  and  were  ferioufly  alarmed,  left  we  fiiould 
not  weather  the  ftorm.  In  this  ftate  of  anxiety 
we  continued  until  midnight,  the  gale  hourly 
increafing  ; when  at  length  by  a fortunate  tack 
and  inceflant  rowing,  we  got  under  the  lee  of  a 
high  coaft:  we  inftantly  hauled  down  the  fails, 

O tj 

and  rowed  for  a confiderable  time,  though  ftill 
without  being  able,  on  account  of  the  breakers, 
to  find  a proper  place  for  landing.  After  feve- 
ral  fruitlefs  attempts,  we  ran  the  boat  on  fiiore, 
and  difembarking  on  a ihelving  hill  of  ice, 
crawled  on  our  hands  and  knees,  and  gained 
the  land,  though  with  much  difficulty. 

We  here  efcaped  a danger,  which  at  the  time 
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we  did  not  apprehend;  thcfe  {helves  of  ice  are 
frequently  full  of  large  holes,  into  which  had 
we  fallen,  we  niuft  inevitably  have  pendied. 
Having  providentially  efcaped  thefe  and  other 
perils,  we  procured  a guide  from  an  adjacent 
cottage,  and  proceeded  to  Griflehamn,  about 
the  di dance  of  three  miles.  We  walked  through 
woody  and  rugged  ways,  half  melted  ice,  fome* 
times  above  our  ancles  in  water,  repeatedly  'fal- 
ling down,  but  exceedingly  happy  that  we  were 
upon  land  , for  we  heard  the  wind  blowing  boif- 
teroufly,  and  the  breakers  roaring  with  increaf- 
ing  violence.  About  three  in  the  morning  we 
ai lived  at  the  inn;  and  at  five,  the  other  bark, 
containing  our  fervants  and  baggage,  landed 
with  ftill  greater  difficulty  than  we  had  expe- 
rienced,  after  efcaping  wreck  upon  the  rocks  ; 
the  failors  were  fo  terrified  that  they  cried  ; and 
oui  courier  was  inceffantly  employed  m eroding 
himfelf,  and  exclaiming,  “ Dowiine,  non  jit m dig- 
S(  nusmpri. — “ Lord,  I am  not  worthy  to  die*/’ 

Feb,  ia. 

The  numerous  fhoals  and  rocky  iflands  render  this  paflage  ex- 
tremely dangerous  at  all  feafons  of  the  year,  whenever  the  wind  is 
high  or  the  fea  rough ; this  danger  is  inereafed  by  the  unfkilful- 
nefs  of  the  failors,  and  the  frail  condition  of  the  open  boats  em* 
ployed  on  thefe  occafions.  In  ray  fecond  expedition  into  the 
north,  in  1784,  I paired  from  Griflehamn  to  Abo,  and  was  again 
expofed  to  fome  difficulties. 

Oa.  16.  We  embarked  at  Griflehamn  at  fix  in  the  morning, 
and  a favourable  breeze  carried  us  in  lefs  than  three  hours  and  a 
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Feb.  1 8.  The  fnow  had  totally  difappeared ; 
the  dragging*  of  our  fledges  over  the  bare 

ground 

half  to  the  final  1 ifie  of  Eckeru,  diftant  36  miles  from  the  coaft  of 
Sweden.  From  Eckeru  we  ferried  over  the  bay  of  Markfund  to> 
Fredenby,  on  the  ifle  of  Aland,  and  eroded  that  ifiand  to  Bomar- 
fund,  a fmall  village  at  the  eaftern  extremity.  From  that  place 
there  are  two  paftages  to  Abo ; the  one  is  to  ferry  over  the  feverai 
(traits  and  firths  to  Kumblinge,  Brando,  and  feverai  other  fmall 
1 (lands,  to  the  continent  of  Finland,  about  fix  miles  from  Abo; 
the  other  is  to  proceed  the  whole  way  by  fea  from  Bomerfund  to 
Abo.  As  the  removal  of  our  carriage  from  the  feverai  boats  at 
the  numerous  ferries  would  have  been  attended  with  unavoidable 
delays  in  the  former  palfage,  we  preferred  the  latter,  and  accords 
ingly  hired  two  open  boats  to  convey  us  directly  to  Abo. 

The  next  morning  we  embarked  at  feven,  and  were  expedkl- 
oufly  carried  forwards  by  a fide  breeze.  But  as  the  wind  blew 
frefh,  and  the  fea  ran  high,  a Swedilh  gentleman,  wrhom  wre  acci- 
dentally met  at  Griflehamn,  and  who  delired  to  accompany  us  to 
Abo,  was  fuddenly  alarmed } and  communicating  his  fears  to  the 
boatmen,  prevailed  on  them  to  land  on  Long  Ifiand,  about  four 
miles  from  Bomerfund.  Here  they  continued  three  hours  on  the 
beach,  relifting  all  our  importunities  and  offers  to  induce  them  to 
proceed.  The  wind  at  length  fomewhat  abating,  they  were  pre- 
vailed on  to  fet  fail}  but  in  a fhort  time  the  lailors  (if  they  deferye 
that  appellation)  were  again  alarmed,  and  their  panic  was  ftill  far- 
ther increafed  by  the  terrors  of  the  Swedilh  gentleman,  who  like 
Gonzalo  in  the  Tempeft,  “ would  have  given  a thoufand  furlongs 
“ of  lea  for  an  acre  of  barren  ground,  long  heath,  brown  furze, 
i*  or  any  thing.” 

At  length,  the  mail:  cracking  towards  the  bottom,  the  boatmen 
took  down  the  fail,  and  put  in  at  a little  ifiand,  or  rather  rock, 
where  we  all  landed.  It  was  two  o’clock,  and  as  the  failors  de- 
clared their  refolution  of  not  venturing  again  to  fea  till  the  wind 
abated,  we  had  the  prolpeft  of  palling  the  night  on  this  dreary 
fpot.  We  examined  our  ftation.  It  was  a rocky  iflet  of  red  gra- 
nite, a quarter  of  a mile  in  circumference,  yielding  a few  blades  of 
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ground  was  a work  of  difficulty  and  labour; 
and  notwithftanding  we  began  our  journey  about 
ten  in  the  morning,  and  travelled  till  dufk,  we 
were  fcarcely  able  to  reach  the  village  of  Staby, 
20  miles  from  G'riflehamn;  although  half  the 
loute  lay  over  large  lakes  and  flooded  marfhes, 
where  we  ftill  found  the  ice  fufficiently  ftrong. 
The  experience  of  this  day’s  journey  convinced 
us  to  what  a wretched  fi tuation  we  ffiould  have 
been  induced,  had  we  purfued  our  courfe  to- 
waias  Lapland ; and  reminded  us,  how  much 
we  weie  indebted  to  the  falutary  re  m o n ft  ran  c cs 


ruffe t grafs,  and  twenty  or  thirty  ftubbed  trees;  expofed  on  all 
Udes  to  “ the  pitiiefs  winds,”  and  furrounded  by  uninhabitable 
crags  ftarting  up  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  waves. 

Having  landed  our  provifions,  we  made  a comfortable  meal  on 
fome  cold  ham  and  chicken,  collected  fome  branches,  kindled  a 
fire,  and  fedea  two  trees,  to  fupply  us  with,  fuel  during  the  cold 
night  we  were  preparing  to  pafs  in  this  deferted  fpot.  Towards 
evening,  however,  we  fortunately  overcame  the  obftinacy  of  the 
boatmen,  and  prevailed  on  them  by  importunities  and  money  to 
re-embark  before  it  was  dutk;  but  as  they  were  apprehenfive  of 
trufting  their  little  bark  to  the  open  fea  as  far  a$  Kumblinge,  the 
neaieft  habitation  in  the  way  to  Abo,  they  returned  to  Long  Illand, 
and  landed  us  about  fevenat  a neat  village  called  Ofterwick,  where 
we  found  good  beds  and  tolerable  accommodations,  greatly  en- 
hanced by  comparing  our  fituation  with  that  of  the  defert  ifland 
we  had  recently  quitted,  on  which  we  expe&ed  to  pafs  a moll  com- 
fortlefs  night. 

The  next  morning  a gentle  but  favourable  breeze  carried  us 
above  feventy  miles,  through  narrow  ftraits,  between  numerous 
illands,  and  rocky  coafts,  wild,  yet  fprinkled  with  trees,  to  a fmall 
village  on  the  peninfula  of  Finland,  two  miles  from  Abo. 
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of  the  governor  of  Louifa.  We  paffed  the 
night  at  Staby;  and,  as  we  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  proceed  in  hedges,  continued  our 
route  the  next  morning  in  open  carts,  the  only 
carriages  we  were  able  to  procure.  In  this  man- 
ner we  journeyed  to  Stockholm;  where,  on  ac- 
count of  various  delays,  we  did  not  arrive  until 
the  following:  evening;. 

The  diftance  from  Griflehamn,  the  place  of 
our  difembarkation,  to  Stockholm,  is  above 
eighty  miles ; yet  the  country  was  fo  thinly  peo- 
pled, that  we  did  not  pafs  through  one  town. 
The  villages  were  few  and  fmall,  but  pi&urefque, 
being  moftly  fituated  on  the  points  of  the  crag- 
gy rocks,  and  frequently  overhanging  a lake. 
Many  ftraggling  cottages  and  houfes  were  plea- 
fantly  fcattered  over  the  face  of  the  country, 
which  was  in  general  hilly,  rocky,  and  covered 
with  forefts,  com,  and  pafture.  After  the  dreary 
fcenes  to  which  we  had  long  been  aecuftomed, 
the  herbage,  juft  recovered  from  the  lhow  un- 
der which  it  was  buried  during  the  whole  win- 
ter, was  a grateful  object;  it  was  remarkable, 
that  the  grafs  and  blades  of  young  corn  had 
contracted  a yellowilh  hue,  and  appeared  as  if 
parched  by  a burning  fun.  As  we  approached 
the  capital,  the  country  was  extremely  wild  and 
rocky,  and  ftill  more  thinly  inhabited;  I 
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fcarcely  ever  obferved  a more  defolate,  yet 
more  picturefque,  region  than  the  environs  of 
Stockholm.  We  entered  that  city  on  the  even- 
ing of  the  20th  of  February ; and  drove  to  an 
inn  in  the  centre  of  the  town;  where  we  met 
with  excellent  apartments,  and  every  accommo- 
dation we  could  defire,  to  alleviate  the  fatigues 
of  our  late  journey. 
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CHAR  a. 


Defcription  of  Stockholm. — Prefentation  to  the  king.— New  Svve- 
difh  drefs. — Public  fuppers. — Royal  family.— -Tombs  and  charac- 
ters of  Magnus  Ladiflas,  Charles  Canutfon,  Guftavus  Adolphus, 
Charles  XL  and  XII  —Royal  Academy  of  Sciences.— Schools.— 
Converfation  with  a Laplander  on  the  general  date  of  Lap- 
land.— Similarity  between  the  Hungarian  and  Lapland  lan- 
guages.— Drottningholm. 


H E foundation  of  Stockholm  * is,  by 


A the  heft  Swedifh  writers,  generally  attri- 
buted to  Birger  Jarl,  regent  of  the  kingdom, 
about  the  middle  of  the  13th  century,  during 
the  minority  of  his  foil  Waldemar,  who  had 
been  raifed  to  the  throne  by  the  hates  of  the 
kingdom ; but  it  was  not  before  the  laft  century 
that  the  royal  refidence  was  transferred  from 
Upfala  to  this  city. 

During  the  courfe  of  my  travels,  1 have  feen 
no  town  with  whofe  fituation  I was  io  much 
ft  ruck  as  that  of  Stockholm,  for  its  Angular  and 
romantic  fcenery.  This  capital,  which  is  long 
and  irregular,  occupies,  befides  two  peninfulas5 
feven  fmall  rocky  iflands,  fcattered  in  the  Mee- 

* The  reader  who  is  fond  of  fucli  inquiries,  may  confult  Dalins 
Gefchichte  von  Sweden,  Vol.  II.  p.  178,  upon  the  derivation  of 
the  appellation  of  Stockholm,  where  he  will  find  how  many  abfurd 
etymologies  may  be  given  to  the  word  Stock. 
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ler,  in  the  (beams  which  iffue  from  that  lake, 
and  in  a bay  of  the  Baltic.  Numberlefs  rocks 
of  granite  rifing  boldly  from  the  furface  of  the 
water,  partly  bare  and  craggy,  partly  dotted 
with  houfes,  or  feathered  with  wood,  form  a va- 
riety of  c on t rafted  and  enchanting  views.  The 
harbour  is  an  inlet  of  the  Baltic;  the  water  is 
or  i uch  depth  that  fhips  of  the  larged  burthen 
can  approach  the  quay,  which  is  of  confiderable 
bread tli,  and  lined  with  fpacious  buildings  and 
warehouses.  At  the  extremity  of  the  harboili 
fe\  eral  ftreets  rife  one  above  another  in  the  form 
of  an  amphitheatre,  and  the  palace,  a magnifi- 
cent  building,  crowns  the  fummit.  Towards 
the  fea,  about  two  or  three  miles  from  the  town, 
the  harbour  is  contracted  into  a narrow  (trait, 
and  winding  among  high  rocks,  difappears  from 
the  fight;  the  profpedt  is  terminated  by  diflant 
hills,  overfpread  with  forefts. 

It  is  far  beyond  the  power  of  words,  or  of 
tiie  pencil,  to  delineate  thefe  fingular  views, 
i he  central  ifland,  from  which  the  city  derives 
iis  name,  and  the  liiddarholm,  are  the  hand- 
fomeft  parts  of  the  town , Excepting*  in  the 
fuburbs,  where  ieveral  houfes  are  of  wood, 
painted  red,  the  generality  of  the  buildings  are 
or  hone,  or  brick  ftuccoed  white.  The  palace, 
which  hands  in  the  centre  of  Stockholm,  and 
on  the  big] left  fpot  of  ground,  was  begun  by 

Charles 
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Charles  XL  ; it  is  a large  quadrangular  hone 
edifice,  and  the  ftile  of  archite6iure  is  both  ele- 
gant and  magnificent.  The  traveller,  who  is 
fond  of  the  pidlurefque  in  nature,  will  be  charm- 
ed with  many  delightful  points  of  view;  but 
with  none  more  than  that  from  an  eminence  in 
the  South  fuburbs,  called  the  Mount  of  Mofes. 
From  this  enchanting  fpot,  the  fpecfator  com- 
mands a bird’s-eye  view,  almofl  unparalleled  in 
its  kind,  of  the  city  and  various  ifles,  of  the 
harbour,  the  channel,  and  the  lake  Masler, 
forming  an  affemblage  of  rocks,  houfes,  wood, 
fhips,  and  water,  in  all  the  variety  of  rugged, 
beautiful,  and  romantic  fcenery. 

Feb.  23.  At  feven  in  the  evening  we  accom- 
panied  the  Englifh  minifter,  Sir  Thomas  WTough- 
ton,  to  court,  and  had  the  honour  of  being 
prefented  to  Guftavus  III.  Ail  the  company  in 
the  drawing-room,  the  foreign  m millers  and 
ourfelves  excepted,  wore  the  national  habit 
lately  introduced  by  his  prefect  majefty.  The 
drefs  of  the  men  refembles  the  old  Spanifh, 
and  confifls  of  a fhort  coat,  or  rather  jacket,  a 
waifrcoat,  a cloak,  a hat  with  a feather  a la 
Henry  IV.  a fafh,  a fword,  large  and  full 
breeches,  and  rofes  in  the  fhoes  : the  cloak  is 
of  black  cloth,  edged  with  red  fattin;  the  coat 
or  jacket,  and  breeches,  are  alfo  black,  orna- 
mented with  red  Urines  and  buttons ; the  waifh 
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Coat,  fa lli,  pinks  at  the  knees,  and  rofes  for  the 
fhoes,  are  of  red  fattin.  The  drefs  of  the  ladies 
is  a black  filk  robe  with  flit  fleeves  puffed  with 
white  gauze,  coloured  fafh  and  ribbands.  This 
is  the  ufual  court  apparel.  On  folemn  feftivals 
the  men  wear  white  or  blue  cloth  or  fattin,  lined 


and  ftriped  with  red  fattin;  the  women  white 
filk'  or  fattin,  with  coloured  ribbands  and  fafh. 
The  men,  who  have  not  been  prefented  at 
court,  are  drefled  almoft  entirely  in  black,  with- 
out red  lining  and  ornaments;  and  the  wo- 
men of  the  fame  description  muft  not  appear 
with  the  white  gauze  fleeves.  In  other  refpects, 


their  attire  is 


fimilar  to  that  in  ft  defcribed. 

t ) 


At  half  paft  feven,  the  king  and  queen 
entered  the  drawing-room,  both  in  the  natioal 
habit.  His  majefty  palled  gradually  from  one 
end  of  the  apartment  to  the  other ; addreffed 
himfelf  to  different  perfons  with  great  vivacity, 
and  fainted,  according  to  the  etiquette  of  the 
court,  every  fenators  lady.  Being  prefented  to 
the  king  and  queen,  his  majefty  did  us  the  ho- 


nour to  convert e with  each  of  us  for  a confider- 

/ 

able  time  with  great  affability.  At  the  conelu- 
fion  of  this  ceremony  they  withdrew  into  an 
adjacent  apartment,  and  were  followed  by 
great  part  of  the  company.  The  king  played 
at  t rente  ef  guarani c with  about  twenty,  peri ons, 
and  the  queen  fat  down  to  ombre.  At  nine, 

their 
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their  maje fries  quitted  play,  and,  repairing  to 
another  apartment,  Hipped  in  public  : the  prin- 
cefs  Sophia  Albertina  was  the  only  perfon  who 
fat  down  to  table  with  them,  that  difrinclion 
being  on  thefe  occafions  confined  to  the  royal 
family.  Oppofite  to  the  king  and  queen,  at  a 
fmall  diftance  from  the  lower  end  of  the  tabic, 
were  ranges  of  tabourets  or  fools  for  fenators’ 
and  embalfadors’  wives,  no  other  ladies  being 
permitted  to  fit ; fo  that  none  below  thofe 
ranks  ever  make  their  appearance  at  thefe  enter- 
tainments. 

The  ftri&eft  adherence  to  form  is  obferved: 
while  many  fovereigns  of  Europe  are  endeavour- 
ing to  retrench  the  ceremonies  attendant  on 
royalty,  Gufavus  has  introduced  a degree  of 
pomp  and  etiquette  fimilar  to  that  ufed  at  Ver- 
failles,  and  hitherto  unknown  in  this  country. 
The  king  pofeffes  too  enlarged  an  underfund- 
ing to  be,  in  this  inftance,  a fervile  imitator  of 
the  French;  it  is  therefore  more  probable,  that 
his  motive  for  this  conduft  is  political;  > as  the 
increafe  of  royal  prerogative  may  have  rendered 
it  expedient  to  throw  an  additional  fplendour 
round  the  throne.  During  fupper,  the  king 
talked  almoft  incelfantly  with  the  Swedifli  nobi- 
lity, and  the  foreign  minifers  and  gentlemen 
who  food  near  his  perfon. 

On  the  following  Tuefday,  at  the  fame  cere- 
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monj  of  a drawing-room  and  a public  flipper* 
bis  majefty  did  me  the  honour  to  converfe  with 
ine  above  half  an  hour  on  various  points  of  the 
Swedifli  hiftory,  He  delighted  me  with  many 
lively  remarks  and  judicious  reflections  on  the 
different  characters  of  the  kings  of  Sweden ; and 
particularly  expatiated  with  rapture  upon  the 
eminent  qualities  of  Guftavus  Vafa  and  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus,  who  feemed  the  favourite  ob- 
jects of  his  admiration.  Among  other  topics 
he  mentioned  the  propofal  made  by  Eric  XXV, 
to  efpoufe  our  Elizabeth,  and  the  fplendid  em* 
baify  of  that  monarch’s  brother  John  to  Lon- 
don, for  the  purpofe  of  demanding  her  in  mar- 
riage ; he  added,  “ this  tranfaCtion  has  efcaped 
the  notice  of  many  Englifh  hiftorians,  and  even 
Hume,  who  in  general  pays  great  attention  to 
foreign  affairs,  has  touched  on  it  only  in  a cur- 
fory  manner.”  He  concluded  by  obferving, 
that  Celfius,  in  his  excellent  Life  of  Erie*,  had 
given  a curious  and  circumftantial  account  of 
John’s  embaffy,  and  of  the  whole  correfpon- 
dence  between  Eric  and  Elizabeth. 

As  our  flay  at  Stockholm  was  fliort,  I had  no 
further  opportunity  of  enjoying  thofe  agreeable 

* TJie  original  of  this  excellent  work  is  written  in  Swedifh ; 
there  is  a French  tranilation  which  I read  with  great  pleafnre,  par- 
ticularly the  part  to  which  ths  king  alluded.  See  Hiltoire  d’Eric 
N1V«  par  Olof  Celfius. 
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and  inftru&ive  converfations  with  which  I might 
have  been  indulged  by  his  majefty’s  extreme 
condefcenfion. 

G uftavus  III  was  bom  on  the  24th  of  Janu- 
ary 1746;  in  1771  afc ended  the  throne  on  the 
demife  of  his  father  Adolphus  Frederic  ; and  in 
the  courfe  of  the  following  year  effected  the  re- 
volution which  confiderably  extended  the  regal 
authority.  By  his  queen,  Sophia  Magdalena, 
daughter  of  Frederic  V.  late  king  of  Denmark; 
he  has  iffue  G uftavus  Adolphus,  prince  royal  of 
Sweden,  and  Charles  Guftavus,  fince  deceafed. 
The  other  members  of  the  royal  family  are  the 
kings  brothers,  prince  Charles  duke  of  Suder- 
manland,  who  efpoufed  Hedwige  princefs  of 
Lubec,  prince  Frederic  Adolphus  duke  of  Eaft> 
Gothland,  and  a filter,  the  princefs  Sophia  Al- 
bertina. 

The  queen  dowager,  to  whom  we  were  pre- 
fented  at  her  palace  of  Frederickfhof,  is  Louifa 
Ulrica,  filler  to  Frederic  the  Second,  king  of 
Pruffia;  a princefs  who  refembled  her  brother, 
as  well  in  countenance,  as  in  thofe  eminent  abi- 
lities which  chara&erize  the  houfe  of  Branden- 
burgh.  An  unfortunate  mifun.derftanding  had 
for  fome  time  taken  place  between  her  and  her 
fon,  the  king  of  Sweden : it  was  chiefly  occa- 
fioned  by  the  ambitious  views  of  the  queen- 
dowager,  who,  accuftomed  to  rule  the  cabinet 

d 4 with 


40 


T RAVELS  IN  SWEDEN. 


B.  7. 


with  abfolute  authority  in  the  reign  of  her  huf- 
band,  expected  to  retain  the  fame  influence 
over  her  fon.  But  the  monarch,  who  had  eman- 
cipated himfelf  from  the  lhackles  of  an  arifto- 
cracy,  had  too  much  fpirit  to  be  governed  by  a 
woman,  and  the  difappointment  of  her  views 
drew  from  her  frequent  expoftulations  and  bit- 
ter remonft ranees,  which,  joined  to  circum- 
hances  of  too  delicate  a nature  to  be  publicly 
mentioned,  terminated  at  length  in  an  open 
rupture 

Agreeably  to  my  ufual  attention  to  tombs  and 
monuments,  I vlfited  the  fepulchres  of  the  kings 
of  Sweden,  whofe  remains  are  interred  in  the 
church  of  Riddarholm.  The  firft  of  thefe  mo* 
narchs  is  - Magnus  Ladulas,  fon  of  Birger  Jar], 
who,  having  forced  his  brother  to  abdicate,  af- 
cended  the  throne  of  Sweden  in  1274,  and  died 
in  1290,  with  the  charadter  of  a wife  and  pru- 
dent monarch;  although  he  entailed  on  his 
kingdom  a long  feries  of  civil  commotions,  by 
dividing  it  into  different  fiefs,  and  bellowing 
them  upon  his  three  Ions.  His  allies  are  co- 
vered by  a tomb  of  flone,  which  Hands  before 
the  altar;  near  it  is  the  fepulchre  of  Charles  Ca- 
rnation, who  was  elected  king  when  the  Swedes 
fir  ft  broke  the  union  of  Calmar.  In  his  con- 
teft  for  the  crown  he  found  fuch  powerful  rivals  . 

* The  quefen  dowager  died  at  Stockholm  in  July,  1782. 
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in  tile  kings  of  Denmark^  that,  from  the  time 
of  his  elevation  to  his.  death,  Sweden  was  rent 
into  two  violent  parties,  which,  as  they  alter- 
nately prevailed,  Charles  was  one  moment  a 
king,  and  the  next  an  exile;  and  his  depofitions 
and  reiterations  were  fo  frequent,  that  it  re- 
mains to  be  qudtioned,  whether,  during  the  awa 
of  his  reign,  he  was  not  oftener  a titular,  than 
a real  fovereign.  He  was,  however,  in  full  pof- 
feffion  of  the  regad  authority,  when  he  died  at 
Stockholm  in  1470  A 

The  next  fovereign,  though  after  a long  in- 
terval, whofe  remains  are  depofited  in  this 
church,  is  Guftavus  Adolphus,  whofe  eminent 
civil  and  military  virtues  raifed  Sweden  to  the 
higheft  degree  of  renown.  He  was  one  of  thofe 
few  princes  that  never  engaged  in  war  but 
upon  the  jufteft  grounds.  The  great  eft  com- 
mander of  an  age,  which  abounded  in  great  ge- 
nerals, he  Hood  up  an  advocate  for  liberty  and 
toleration,  againit  tyranny,  perfecution,  and  bi- 
gotry, and  laid  the  foundation  of  that  equal 
balance  of  power,  which  was  afterwards  fettled 
by  the  peace  of  Weflphalia.  In  1632  he  fin  idl- 
ed his  glorious  career  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen, 
in  the  38th  year  of  his  age:  being  amongft  the 
foremoft  of  the  combatants,  he  received  a ball 

* The  fucceeding  fovereigns  of  the  Houfe  of  Vafa,  excepting 
Charles  IX,  are  interred  at  Upfala.  See  Chapter  6. 
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in  his  left  arm,  but  ftill  kept  the  field  till  ano- 
ther pierced  him  through  the  body.  Many  of 
the  Swedes  affert,  and  ftill  believe,  that  this 
great  monarch  was  treacheroufly  killed  by  the 
duke  of  Saxe  Lauenburgh,  who  fought  by  his 
fide.  The  proofs,  however,  advanced  in  favour 
of  this  affertion,  are  only  vague  conjectures 
and  uncertain  traditions;  and  no  fubltantial 
evidence  has  been  ever  produced  which  might 
tend  to  criminate  the  duke.  It  is  more  proba- 
ble, indeed,  that  a general,  who  was  remarka- 
ble for  his  courage,  and  who  rafirly  expofed  his 
perfon  on  all  occafions,  fhould  receive  his  death 
from  the  enemy,  than  from  one  of  his  own  af- 
fociates;  unlefs  the  contrary  could  be  eftablifii- 
ed  upon  the  molt  undoubted  fadts. 

A few  years  ago,  prince  Henry  of  Pruffia  de- 
fended into  the  vault,  and  opened  the  coffin 
which  contains  the  remains  of  Guftavus.  A 
Swediffi  nobleman,  who  accompanied  the  prince, 
affined  me,  that  the  body  was  in  a ftate  of 
complete  prefervation;  the  countenance  ftill  re- 
tained the  moft  perfect  refemblance  to  his  pic- 
tures and  coins ; the  whifkers  and  fiior't  pointed 
beard,  which  he  wore,  according  to  the  fafiiion 
of  the  times,  were  diftinftly  vifible.  A common 
obferver  is  ftruck  with  a reverential  awe  on  be- 
holding only  the  reprefentation  of  a deccafed 
hero  remarkable  for  his  great  virtues;  what  then 
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muft  have  been  the  fenfations  of  prince  Henry 
in  contemplating  the  real  remains  ot  the  great 
Guftavus,  whom  lie  admires  and  emulates  ! 

In  Guftavus  Adolphus  ended  the  male  line  of 
the  Houfe  of  Vafa:  fmce  his  time  all  the  mo- 
narchs  of  the  female  branch  are  interred  in  this 
church,  excepting  his  daughter  Chriftina*,  who 
exhibits  a ftriking  example,  that  though  it  be- 
comes all  fovereigns  to  protect  the  arts  and  fci- 
ences,  yet  they  defer ve  cenfure  if  their  literary 
purfuits  interfere  with  the  more  neceffary  occu- 
pations of  government.  In  Chriftina  we  fee  a 
princefs  difcrediting  her  great  endowments  by  a 
vain  parade  and  affectation  of  Angularity;  apos- 
tatizing to  a religion  which  ihe  affected  to  ridi- 
cule and  defpife ; while  on  the  throne  deftrous 
of  a private  ftation,  but  when  ihe  had  attained 
it  by  a voluntary  facrifice  of  her  authority,  hi- 
ceffantly  repining,  and  anxious  to  recover,  on 
the  moft  humiliating  conditions,  that  crown 
which  Ihe  had  fo  capriciously  refigned. 

Charles  Guftavus,  in  whofe  favour  ihe  abdi- 
cated, and  who  is  buried  in  a vault  of  the 
church,  was  fon  of  Catharine,  fitter  of  Gufta- 
vus  Adolphus,  by  Cafimir,  prince  palatine  of  the 
Rhine.  His  conduct  towards  Chriftina  wras  a 
matter-piece  of  policy:  he  propofed  to  efpoufe 
her,  yet  hoped  that  ihe  would  not  accept  his 

* She  was  buried  at  Rome, 

propofals ; 
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propofals;  openly  remonftrated  againft  her  abdi~ 
cation,  yet  fecretly  contrived  to  fortify  her  re- 
folutions,  and  appeared  leaf:  eager  for  the 
crown  in  the  moment  when  he  was  moft  ambi- 
tious to  wear  it.  Bred  in  the  military  fchool  of 
Germany,  he  inherited  the  warlike,  rather  than 
the  civil  virtues  of  his  uncle  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus : he  was  one  of  tliofe  great,  but  reftlefs  fpi- 
rits,  who  efteern  war  the  foie  occupation  wor- 
thy of  a monarch,  and  who,  while  they  are  ad- 
ding to  their  own  laurels,  difregard  the  miferies 
of  their  fubjects.  Under  his  adminiftration, 
Sweden  acquired  a high  degree  of  military  re- 
nown ; ,and  nothing  lefs  than  the  appearance  of 
the  Engl dli  and  Dutch  fleets  in  the  Baltic  could 
have  flopped  the  progrefs  of  his  arms,  have 
faved  Denmark,  or  again  reduced  the  balance 
of  the  Northern  powers  to  its  proper  equili- 
brium. Arrefied  in  the  midft  cf  his  career  by  a 
premature  death,  he  expired  at  Gotheborg,  on 
the  23d  of  February  1660,  after  a fhort  reign  of 
only  fix  years.  “ At  his  death,”  writes  the  hif- 
torian  of  Denmark,  “ he  was  only  fix  and  thirty 
years  of  age,  and  the  lafl  years  of  his  life  were 
as  agitated  as  the  preceding  part  had  been  tran- 
quil. When  we  contemplate  all  his  actions  dur- 
ing the  fhort  period  of  his  exiftence;  his  talents 
for  war,  his  activity,  his  boundlefs  ambition, 
the  refpect  and  terror  which  he  impreffed  equally 
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on  liis  fubjebts,  and  his  enemies,  we  muft  con- 
fider  his  death  as  an  event  that  could  not  but 
affeht  the  intereft  of  the  greateft  part  of  Europe  : 
and  with  refpeht  to  Sweden,  to  what  a degree  of 
glory  and  wretehednefs  would  he  not  have  car- 
ried  her,  if  he  had  attained  that  period  of  life 
which  nature  generally  grants  to  the  greateft 
part  of  mankind,  but  which  Heaven,  in  its  com- 
paffion,  mod  commonly  refufes  to  conquerors. 
A reverfe  of  fortune,  and  the  approach  of  death* 
fully  expofed  to  him  the  vanity  of  his  ambitious 
defigns.  In  recommending  an  immediate  peace 
to  his  fucceiTor,  he  afforded  a ftriking  leffon  to 
other  fovereigns;  and  this  perhaps  is  the  moil 
exemplary  particular  of  his  hiftory  in  the  con  ft- 
deration  of  reafon  and  humanity  t 

Elis  fon  and  fucceiTor  Charles  XL  whofe  re- 
mains are  depofited  near  thofe  of  his  father,  has 
been  reprobated  by  many  foreign  hiftorians  as 
an  odious  tyrant;  but  his  character,  if  examin- 
ed without  prejudice,  far  from  deferving  that 
imputation,  will  in  many  inftances  merit  our  re- 
fpecf  and  efteem.  An  unfavourable  idea  of  his 
defpotic  principles  has  been  formed  from  his  re- 
fmnption  of  many  crown  lands,  which  reduced 
feveral  families  to  poverty,  and  from  his  mode 
of  liquidating  the  public  debts,  by  raifmg  the 

® Mallet*  Hiftoire  de  Dannemarc,  Tom.  III.  p.  432. 

nominal 
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nominal  worth  of  the  coin  without  inc realms 

© 

its  real  value.  Although  it  cannot  be  de- 
nied that  fome  of  tliefe  meafures  were  oppreffive 
and  violent ; yet  when  we  confider  the  exhauft- 
ed  hate  of  the  finances  derived  from  the  bound- 
lefs  profufron  of  Chfiftina*  the  ruinous  wars 
oi  Charles  Guftavus,  and  the  diforders  of  a Iona* 
minority,  we  cannot  but  affent  to  the  opinion 
of  the  moft  unprejudiced  Swedes,  that,  though 
the  reform  introduced  by  Charles  was  in  fome 
inftances  prejudicial  to  individuals,  yet  on  the 
whole  it  was  falutary  to  the  country ; and  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  moft  violent  meafures  could 
have  extricated  his  fubjects  from  the  exhaufted 
ftate  to  which  they  were  reduced.  In  one  point 
of  view  Charles  merited  and  gained  the  love  of 
his  people : notwithstanding  his  natural  ardour 
for  military  glory,  he  almoft  invariably  perfifted 
in  pacific  meafures  j*,  and  while  he  preferved  his 

own 

* The  principal  nobles,  during  the  minority  of  Charles  XL  took 
advantage  of  a weak  government  to  appropriate  the  few  crown 
lands  which  Chriftina  l^d  not  alienated. 

t “ His  peaceable  conduft  may  perhaps  more  juftly  be  afcribed 
to  the  ftate  of  his  affairs,  than  his  own  nature,  which  more  pow- 
erfully inclines  him  to  the  fatigue  of  a camp,  than  the  eafe  of  a 
court;  and  fuits  better  with  a martial  familiarity,  than  the  thews 
of  grandeur,  and  the  folemnities  of  ftate.”  Bifhop  Robinfon’s 
Account  of  Sweden, 

*£  His  majefty’S;”  fays  Rob  info  n?  a rnoft  diligent  infpeflion  into 

all 
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own  country  from  the  horrors  of  war,  medi- 
ated the  peace  of  Europe. 

To  Charles  XI.  may  be  afcribed,  what  Boi- 
leau  falfely  attributed  to  Louis  XIV.  that  he 
was  his  own  minifter 

“ Et  qui  feul,  fans  minifire,  a 1’exemple  des  dieux, 

Soutiens  tout  par  Toi-meme,  & vois  tout  par  tes  yeux*.” 

Charles  was  chafte,  temperate,  (economical, 
vigilant,  and  adtive;  a patron  of  letters;  fevere, 
yet  not  implacable;  prone  to  anger,  but  eafily 
foftened.  If  we  confider  the  interior  adminif- 
tration  of  affairs,  he  was  one  of  the  wifeft  mo- 
narchs  who  ever  filled  the  throne  of  this  kin«’- 
doin.  To  him  Sweden  is  indebted  for  many  ex- 
cellent regulations  which  hill  fubfifh  In  a 
* word,  he  was  what  Philip  of  Macedon  was  ta 
Alexander,  the  precurfor  of  his  fon’s  greatnefs, 
and  the  founder  of  his  vidtories : for  without  the 
army  which  he  difciplined  and  improved,  and 
the  treafure  which  he  collected,  Charles  XI L 
could  never  have  withftood  the  combined  forces 
of  all  the  Northern  powers;  nor  have  puffed 

ali  the  affairs  of  his  kingdom,  befides  that  it  makes  all  his  mb 
nifters  more  circumfpe<5l,  hath  gained  him  a great  flock  of  expe- 
rience. The  fmalleft  matters  are  not  below  his  notice;  and  no- 
thing of  any  moment  is  concluded  before  he  hath  been  confulted; 
this  is  the  employment  of  all  his  time,  fcarce  any  hour  of  the  day 
palling  from  five,  in  the  morning,  when  he  conflantly  rifes,  in 
frhich  bufmefs  of  one  nature  or  other  is  not  before  him.” 

* Boileau,  Di ft  ours  au  Ron 

his 
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Ills  conquefts  with  that  celerity  which  aftonifh- 
ed  and  confounded  Europe.  Charles  XL  was 
born  on  the  05th  of  November  1 655,  and  died 
on  the  04th  of  April  i'697,  aged  40;  lamenting’, 
it  is  faid,  upon  his  death  bed,  as  the  only  re- 
proach to  his  memory,  the  natural  violence  of 
his  temper  which  he  had  not  fufficiently  cor- 
rebted. 

The  tomb  of  Charles  XII.  is  a railed  fepul- 
chre  of  dark  marble,  with  no  other  infcription 
than  his  name:  over  it  are  laid  in  caft  bronze  a 
club  and  lion  s fain,  which  mark  more  forcibly 
than  any  words— 

— — “ his  unconquerable  will 

And  courage  never  to  fubmit  or  yield  f." 

‘It  is  needlefs  to  dwell  on  a charabter  fo  reel! 
known,  as  that  of  Charles  XII.  whofe  ambition 
was  madnefs,  and  whofe  valour  was  ferocity. 
I fliall,  therefore,  confine  myfelf  to  one  anecdote 
attefted  by  the  moll  refpecfable  authority 

Among  many  converfations  with  his  friend 
count  Poniatowfki,  the  latter  recollected  one, 
in  which  Charles,  after  various  reflebtions  on 
his  brilliant  fucceifes,  which  he  mo  deftly  attri- 
buted rather  to  his  good  fortune  than  to  his 

# Schloetzer’s  Briefwechfel,  Vol.  I.  p.  147. 

f Milton 

4 I had  the  honour  of.  receiving  this  anecdote  from  the  king  of 
Poland,  who  had  it  from  his  father  count  Poniatowfki. 

conduct, 
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'con'd uft,  expreffcd  an  intention  of  marrying 
and  planned  for  himfelf  a life  of  tranquillity  in 
bis  own  kingdom ; when  he  would  pay  greater 
attention  to  the  interior  adm  migration  of  affairs, 
and  endeavour  to  promote  the  real  intereft  of  his 
fubjefts.  This  anecdote  will  fhow,  that  even  his 
favage  fpirit,  which  feemed  to  breathe  nothing 
hut  war,  was  not  always  infenfible  to  more 
peaceful  comforts,  and  to  the  pleafing  profpect 
of  domeftic  lrappinefs.  Whether  this  project 
was  merely  an  idea  Of  the  moment,  or  ferioufly 
intended  to  be  carried  into  execution,  cannot 
how  be  afcertained ; but  he  certainly  had  re- 
moved its  acconlplifhment  to  a difiant  periods 
tor,  at  the  time  of  his  fudden  death,  he  was 
expe&ing  with  impatience  the  conclufion  of  a 
treaty  with  Peter  the  Great;  riot  to  reftore 
peace  to  his  diftrafted  country,  but,  in  alliance 
with  Paiffia  and  Spain,  to  depofe  the  king  of 
Poland,  to  feat  the  pretender  on  the  throne  of 
Great  Britain,  and  to  re-kindle  a general  war 
in  Europe.  Charles  XII.  was  killed  at  the  fiege 
of  Fred ericfli all  on  the  30  th  of  November  1718, 
in  the  36th  year  of  his  age;  and  it  remains  to 
this  day  uncertain  whether  he  was  fhot  by  a ball 
from  the  enemy’s  batteries,  or  fell  by  the  hands 
of  an  affaffm 

* See  the  next  chapter. 
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The  remaining  fovereigns  who  lie  interred  in 
this  church,  are  Ulrica  Eleonora,  filler  of  Charles 
XII.  who  afcended  the  throne  of  Sweden  only 
to  refign  it  to  her  hufband  Frederic  I. ; that 
monarch,  and  the  late  king  Adolphus  Frederic; 
mere  pageants  of  royalty,  who  wielded  a fcep- 
ire  without  power,  and  whofe  hiftory  contains 
little  more  than  the  ana  of  their  fucceffion,  and 
the  time  of  their  death. 

Befide  the  fovereigns  of  Sweden,  this  church 
contains  the  allies  of  Baner,  a general,  who  no 
lefs  defer ves  mention  than  the  moil  illuftrious 
monarch,  if  we  eftimate  his  deferts  by  the  fer- 
vice  which  he  rendered  to  his  country. 

John  Baner,  of  an  iiluftrious  family,  was  bom 
in  1601,  and,  receiving  an  excellent  education, 
made  fo  great  proficiency  in  literature,  that  Guf- 
iavus  Adolphus  ufed  to  call  him  his  learned  ge- 
neral. Whilft  a boy,  he  attradled  by  his  mag- 
nanimity the  notice  of  that  monarch,  who  pro- 
nounced him  formed  Tor  great  events,  and 
placed  him  in  the  army;  he  foon  fignalized 
himfelf  in  fo  particular  a manner,  that,  under 
twenty  years  of  age,  he  was  employed  in  many 
critical  enterprizes,  which  required  no  lefs  dex- 
terity than  bravery.  After  the  death  of  Gufla- 
vus,  he  fupported,  as  commander  in  chief,  the 
luftre  of  the  Swediili  arms  by  a feries  of  victo- 
ries, which  railed  his  mihdaiy' character  as  high 
(X  as 
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as  that  of  any  general  of  the  age.  He  fu framed 
this  reputation  undiminiflied  until  his  death,  at 
Halberftadt,  on  the  loth  of  May  H>41,  in  the 
40th  year  of  his  age.  Baner  was  not  infenfible 
of  the  glory  which  he  had  acquired  by  his  ac- 
tions ; but  ufualiy  fpoke  of  them  with  great  nip** 
defty.  He  was  accuftomed  to  fay,  that  he  ne- 
ver formed  an  expedition,  nor  hazarded  an  ac- 
tion, without  the  mod  reafonabkrhopes  of  fuq- 
cefs.  He  was  equally  feared  and  beloved  by 
the  fokliers,  and  always  infpired  them  with 
unbounded  confidence.  At  the  head  of  his 
troops  he  adieu  folely  from  himfelf,  and  with- 
out dependence,  and  would  rather  have  refign- 
ed  the  command,  than  have  been  directed  in 
has  military  operations  by  the  orders  of  the  ca- 
binet “Why  do  ye  think,”  he  would  fay  to 
his  confidents,  “ that  Gallas  and  Picolomini 
cannot  be  fuccefislui  againft  me,  but  becaufe 
they  dare  not  act  without  the  confent  of  the  Im- 
perial miniftry.”  He  had  the  abfolute  difpofal 
of  all  commiffions,  and  efiabliflied  a regular  or- 
der of  promotion  : he  was  humane  to  the  van- 
qmfiied  enemy,  cautious  m not  wantonly  ex- 
pofing  his  troops  to  action,  and  he  blamed  thofe 
generals  who  in  lieges  facrifice  the  lives  of  their 
■men  to  raife  -their  own  military  character.  But 
though  thus  fparing  of  his  foldiers’  blood,  he 
^ as  no  lefs  lioeral  of  ms  own  • being  himfelf  the 

E ? braveft 
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braveft  perfon  in  his  army,  and  too  frequently 
feek-ing  danger  with  a degree  of  rafhnefs  fcarcely 
pardonable  in  a general,  but  which  he  inherited 
from  his  mailer  in  the  art  of  war,  the  great 

* o' 

Guftavus. 

In  our  vifits  to  the  Swedidi  nobilitv,  we 
found  the  fame  politenefs  and  hofpitality  as 
among  the  Poles  and  Ruffians,  although  much 

lefs  magnificence  and  expence  in  their  houfes, 

• \ 

retinue,  and  entertainments,  which  arifes  from 

r i c * y 

a circumftance  that  mull  give  pleafure  to  every 
friend  of  humanity.  The  poffeffion  of  land  not 
being  in  this  country,  as  in  Poland  and  Ruflia, 
appropriated  to  any  particular  defcription  of 

men,  property  is  more  equally  diffufed,  and 

» ’ 

fuch  vail  accumulations  of  wealth  or  extent  of 
domains  do  not  center  in  the  hands  of  a few 

grandees. 

During  our  continuance  at  Stockholm,  one 
clay  excepted,  in  which  it  fnowed,  we  enjdyed  as 
fine  fp ring  weather  as  ever  I experienced  in  Eng- 
land This  favourable  hate  of  the  atmofphere  is 
exceedingly  uncommon  at  fo  early  a feafdn  in 
this  Northern  climate  *,  where  the  fnow  frequently 
remains  on  the  ground  until  the  month  of  April; 
it  was  to  ns  peculiarly  agreeable,  as  it  enabled 
us  to  make  a few  executions  into  the  adjacent 


* Stockholm  is  foliated  in  59  degrees  zo  minutes  of  northern 
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country,  which,  although  in  man}7  parts  defolate 
and  barren,  is  always  rudely  romantic,  and  ex- 
hibits, amid  a magnificent  aflemblage  of  rocks, 
lakes,  and  foreft,  agreeable  fpots  of  corn  and 
pafhire,  numerous  villages,  and  farm-ffioufes.  . 

The  Royal  Academy  of  Sciences  of  Stock- 
hohn  owes  its  inflitution  to  fix  perfbns  of  difr 
tinguifhed  learning,  among  whom  was  the  cele- 
brated Linnseus:  they  fir  ft  met  on  the  2d  of  June 

* <v 

1739,  formed  a private  fociety,  in  which  fome 
differtations  were  read;  and  in  the  latter  end  of 
the  fame  year  their  firfi  publication  made  its  ap- 
pearance. As  the  meetings  continued  and  the 
members  en created,  the  fociety  attracted  the 
notice  of  Adolphus  Frederic  ; and  was,  on  the 
Sift  of  March  1741,  incorporated  under  thte 
name  of  the  Royal  Swedifh  Academy.  Not  re- 
ceiving any  penfion  from  the  crown,  it  is  only 
under  the  protection  of  the  king,  being  directed, 
like  our  Royal  Society,  by  its  own  members. 
It  has  now  a large  fund,  which  has  chiefly' 
arifen  from  legacies  and  other  donations;  but  a 
profeffor  of  experimental  philofophy,  and  two 
fecretaries,  are  the  only  perfons  who  receive  fa- 
laries.  Each  member  refid  ent  at  Stockholm  be- 
comes prefident  by  rotation,  and  continues  in 
office  during  three  months.  There  are  two  fpe- 
cies  of  members,  home  and  foreign;  the  elec 
fion  of  the  former  is  held  in  April,  and  of  ' 
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latter  in  July:  no  money  is  paid  at  the  time  of 
admiffion.  The  difiertations  read  at  each  meet- 
ing are  collected  and  published  four  times  a year; 
they  are  written  in  the  Swedifh  language,  and 
printed  in  odtavo,  and  the  annual  publications 
make  a volume.  The  fitft  forty  volumes,  which 
were  fmiflied  in  17  79,  are  called  the  Old  Tranf- 
actions;  for  in  the  following  year  the  title  was 
. changed  into-  that  of  New  Tranfa&ions.  The 
king  is  fometimes  prefeht  at  the  ordinary  meet- 
ings,  particularly  at  the  annual  aflembly  in  April 
fbi  the  election  oh  members.  Any  perhon  who- 
fends  a tveatife  worthy  of  being  printed,  re- 
ceives the  t ran  factions  for  that  quarter  gratis, 
and  a filver  medal;  which  is  not  efteemed  for 
its  value,  being  worth  only  three  {hillings,  but 
for  its  rarity  and  the  honour  conferred  by  it. 
All  papers  relating  to  agriculture  are  put  forth 
feparately  under  the  title  of  Oeconomka  acta,  of 
which  feveral  volumes  have  been  already  pub- 
lifted-  Annual  premiums,  in  money  and  gold 
medals,  principally  for  the  encouragement  of 
agriculture  and  inland  trade,  are  alfo  diftributed 
by  the  Academy.  The  fund  for  thefe  prizes  is 
fupplied  from  private  donations. 

Sweden  contains  the  three  univerfities  of  Up- 
fala,  Lund,  and  Abo ; and  twelve  feminaries  for 
the  education  of  youth,  called  Gymnajia,  of 
which  fix  were  founded  by  Chriftina.  In  every 
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laro’e  town  there  is  alfo  a fchool  maintained  at 

v. ; / 

the  expence  of  the  crown,  in  which  hoys  gene- 
rally continue  to  the  age  of  eleven,  when  they 
are  fent  to  the  Gymnafici , and  from  thence,  at 
fixteen,  to  one  of  the  univerfities.  In  the  Gym- 
nojia , and  many  of  the  greater  fchools,  the 
Greek,  Latin,  and  Hebrew  languages  are  taught. 
The  bilhops  infpecl  the  feminaries  and  fchools  of 
their  refpeclive  diocefes,  in  which  they  are 
bound  to  re  fide. 

Before  my  departure  from  Stockholm,  I was 
introduced  to  Mr.  Oehrling,  a Swede  born  at 
Arieplog*,  a fmall  village  of  Lapland;  he  had 
received  his  education  in  the  uiiiverfity  of  Up- 
fala,  and  is  a perfon  of  confiderable  knowledge. 
He  was  at  that  time  employed  in  compiling  a 
Lapland,  Swedifh,  and  Latin  Dictionary,  which 
was  publifhed  at  Stockholm  in  17B0;  a work 
highly  nfeful,  and  extremely  curious  to  all  per* 
fons  veiled  in  the  ftudy  of  languages*,  Mr, 
Oehrling  fpoke  the  Latin  and  French  tongues 
with  great  fluency;  and  I received  from  him  the 
folio  win  o*  information  relative  to  Lapland  and 

i ® ' * \ ' * ■ * 

its  inhabitants. 

The  Laplanders  call  themfelyes  Salmc-Sarnc:, 

* Lexicon  Lapponkum  cum  Interpretatione  Vocabulorum  Sue-. 
co-Latina  et  Indke  Suecano  Lapponko,  illuftraturo  Prsefatione  La- 
tino-Suecana  Johanms  Hire,  nec  non  audum  Gramznatica  Lappo- 
nica  a Horn.  Erico  Lindahl,  ct  johanne  Oehrling, 
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tnd  Sain en- Almatj eh.  Their  country  they  de- 
nominate Same-Landa  or  Same-aednam ; the 
Swedes  ftyle  it  Lapland  or  Lappmarken,  and 
the  inhabitants  Lappar.  The  natives  of  thoffi 
difrricts  under  the  dominion  of  Sweden  and 
Denmark  are  Lutherans;  while  many  of  thofe 
who  are  fubjeefs  to  Raffia  are  t Vi  11  Pagans. 
Swediffi  Lapland  contains  about  eight  churches, 
which  in  home  parts  lie  at  fo  great  a di fiance 
fi-cm  each  other,  that  a native  is  frequently 
obliged  to  travel  three  days  to  attend  divine, 
ferviee. . Lapland  is  a vaft  region,  but  in  ge- 
neral thinly  peopled.  Near  the  Gulf  the  coun- 
tj\  is  computed  chiefly  of  granite  rock,  or 
ftrewed  with  detached  maffes  of  that  ftone.  The 
n hole  face  of  the  inland  is  overfpread  with  im- 
menfe  trafts  of  foreft,  confifting  "chiefly  of  firs, 
la,  eh,  and  linall  beech,  interfperfed  with  nu- 
merous lakes,  which  abound  with  fitlV.  It  yields 
pafture,  and  affords  fume  corn,  chiefly  rye  and 
buck-wheat,  and  is  capable  of  producing  a 
greater  quantity,  if  more  of  the  natives  could 
be  induced  to  leave  their  wandering  life,  and 
cultivate  th.e  ground.  The  winter  is  long  and 
tedious,  lafiing  nearly  nine  months:  the  fnow 
frequently  begins  to  fall  towards  the  latter  end 
of  Auguft,  and  remains  on  the  ground  till  the 
middle  of  May.  The  people  are  partly  fettled, 
and  partly  wild  and  roving  : the  latter  live  in 

tents 
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tents  made  with  coarfe  cloth;  the  former  are 
fixed  in  finall  villages  near  the  lakes,  and  chief  y 
follow  fhhing.  They  build  their  cottages  fome- 
what  in  the  lliape  of  a cone,  by  placing  a circle 
of  large  trees  or  poles  aflant  in  the  earth,  and 
elofe  to  each  other,  fo  that  the  top§  meet,  and 
form  a final!  vent  for  the  blue  of  the  fmoke : they 
cover  the  ground  within  with  branches  of  trees. 
In  fummer  their  clothes  are  made  of  coarfe 
cloth;  in  winter  of  the  fkins  of  rein-deer*.  In 

fpring- 


f In  the  Flora  Lapponfca,  Linnaeus  fgiys,  “ Perhaps  the  curious 
reader  will  wonder  how  the  people  in  Lapland,  during  the  terri- 
ble cold  that  reigns  there  in  winter,  can  preferve  their  lives;  fince 
alrnoft  all  birds  and  even  fome  wild  beads,  defert  it  at  that  time. 
The  Laplander,  not  only  in  the  day,  but  through  the  whole  winter 

nights,  is  obliged  to  winder  about  in  the  woods  with  his  herds  of 

* . * ' .... 

rein-deer;  for  the  rein-deer  never  come  under  cover,  nor  eat  any 
kind  of  fodder  but  a particular  kind  of  liverwort.  On  this  ac- 
count the  herdfmen  are  under  a necefilty  of  living  continually  in 
the  woods,  in  order  to  take  care  of  their  cattle,  left  they  fliould  be 
devoured, by  wild  beads.  The  Laplander  eafily  does  without  more 
light,  as  the  fnow  reflects  the  rays  that  come  from  the  ftars,  and  as 
the  Aurora  Borealis  illuminates  the  air  every  night  with  a great  va- 
riety of  figures.  No  part  of  our  body  is  more  eafily  deftroyed  by 
cold  than  the  extremities  of  the  limbs,  which  are  moll  remote  from 
the  fun  of  this  microcofm,  the  heart.  The  kibes  that  happen  to 
our  hands  and  feet,  fo  common  in  the  northern  parts  of  Sweden* 
prove  this.  In  Lapland  you  will  never  lee , fuch  a thing,  although, 
were  we  to  judge  by  the  fituatiop  of  the  country,  we  fhould  ima- 
gine juft  the  contrary ; Specially  as  the  people  wear  no  ftockings, 
as  wre  do,  not  only  fingle,  but  double  and  triple.  The  Laplander 
guards  himfelf  againft  the  cold  in  the  following  manner: — he  wears 


breeches  mack  of  rein-deer  (kins  with  the  hair  on,  reaching  down 
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fpring  their  food  confifls  principally  of  the  fo'gs 

of  water-fowl,  which  are  extremely  plentiful 

in  fummer  and  autumn,  of  the  birds  themfelves, 

/ 

and  of  various  others  of  the  partridge  tribe* ; 

and 


to  his  heels  j and  fliocs  made  of  the  fame  materials,  the  hairy  part 
-turned  outwards.  He  puts  into  hisfhoes Jlsvdey- eared  broad-leaved 
Cyperus  grafs,  car  ex  vejlcaria , Spec:  PI,  (or  the  Bladder  Carex),  that 
is  cut  in  fummer  and  dried.  This  he  firft  combs,  and  rubs  in  his 
hands,  and  then  places  it  in  fuch  manner,  that  it  not  only  covers 
his  feet  quite  round,  but  his  legs  alfoj  and  being  thus  guarded,  he 
5s  quite  fecured  againft  the  intenfe  cold.  With  this  grafs  they 
£uft  their  gloves  iikewife,  in  order  to  preferye  their  hands.  As 
this  grafs  keeps  off  the  cofd  in  winter,  lo  in  fummer  it  hinders  the 
feet  from  fweating,  and  at  the  fame  time  preferves  them  from  be- 
ing annoyed  by  ftriking  againff  hones,  &c.  for  their  flioes  are  very 
thin,  being  made,  not  of  tanned  leather,  but  the  raw  hided’  StiU 
lingfieet’s  Traits,  p.  137,  138. 

* “ About  autumn,  when  the  lakes  of  Lapland  begin  to  freeze, 
the  water-fowl,  which  are  found  there  in  great  abundance,  migrate 
towards  the  South;  and  upon  foe  firft  opening  of  the  fpring,  they 
return  in  large  flocks  to  their  prior  habitations,  where  they  find  q 
plentiful  fubfiftence  from  the  grubs  of  the  gnats,  Thefe  grubs  top 
i'erve  for  the  food  of  the  tetraones,  or  partridge  tribe,  thoufand$ 
whereof,  and  even  myriads,  are  daily  taken,  and  fent  to  Stockholm, 
Thefe  birds  are  caught  in  fuch  large  quantities  by  the  Laplanders* 
as  to  fupply  them  with  their  ordinary  provifion  in  autumn,  as  the 
eggs  of  the  water-fowl  are  their  fupport  in  fpring.” 

Holberg. 

“ Thofe  who  have  not  feen  it,  will  fcarce  believe  what  numbers 
of  water-fowl  are  to  be  met  with  upon  this  river,  to  which  the 
take  gives  its  name  ; and  my  watermen  would  every  now  and  then 
put  in  to  fliore,  to  look  for  the  eggs  of  wild  ducks  and  geefe 
amongft  the  reeds,  which  grow  here  and  there  upon  the  river  fide, 
or  in  the  little  lflands  which  in  leveral  places  are  formed  in  the  mid- 
dle cf  the  river;  and  that  after  the  manner  of  the  Laplanders,  who 
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and  in  winter  of  the  milk  and  flefli  of  the  rein* 
deer,  and  dried  fifli ; bread,  which  till  very  lately 
was  totally  unknown  to  them,  now  makes  a park 
of  their  ufual  diet.  In  winter,  they  journey  in 
frnall  Hedges,  made  in  the  form  of  boats,  drawn 
by  rein-deer.  Thofe  animals  will  travel  almoft 
the  whole  day  without  food,  and  only  occafiom 
ally  moiften  their  mouths  with  fnow ; they  da 
not,  however,  draw  the  Hedge  with  fuch  fwift- 
nefs  as  is  generally  imagined ; their  common 
pace  being  at  the  rate  of  about  four  miles  in  the 
hour*.  In  fummer  they  feed  on  grades  and  al- 
pine 

get  vaft  quantities  of  thefe  eggs,  and  of  the  wild  fowl  too,  when  in 
feafon,  as  the  old  ones  in  winter,  and  the  goflings  and  young  ducks 
in  fummer,  which  they  have  feveral  ways  of  killing:  but  the  molt 
common,  and  what  they  are  the  moft  expert  at,  is  the  ftiooting  them 
with  their  arrows,  as  they  do  their  land  ones ; and  indeed  the  Lap- 
landers are  fuch  excellent  archers,  and  their  prey  is  fo  very  plenty, 
that  fhould  one  of  them  go  out  a Ihooting  for  two  hours,  and  not 
bring  home  a load  of  game,  he  would  certainly  conclude  that  fome 
enchanter,  who  bore  him  a grudge,  had  out  of  mere  fpite  fpoiled 
his  fport.”  Motraye’s  Travels,  Vok  II.  p.  301. 

. * c<  Moft  of  the  rein  deer  ufed  for  draught  are  caftrated  when 
very  young,  and  are  larger  and  fatter  than  the  bucks:  In  the  win- 
ter the  Laplanders  drive  their  caftrated  deer  in  their  fledges $ they 
harnefs  them  by  a rope  fa.ft.ened  to  a collar,  and  carried  between 
their  legs ; and  direct  them  by  means  of  a bridle  faftened  to  their 
horns.  Each  deer  can  draw  the  weight  ol  one  perfon,  but  rarely 
more.  If  he  is  prefied,  he  will  travel  ten  or  twelve  Swedifti  miles  (70 
or  84  Engliih  miles)  but  by  fuch  hard  driving  is  generally  deftroy- 
ed.  It,  however,  frequently  happens,  that  he  will  perfevere  in  his 
|ourney  30  miles  without  intermiflion,  and  without  taking  any  re- 
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pme  plants,  in  winter  upon  the  lichen  rang  if er 
rinus*,  or  rein-deer  lichen,  and  its  varieties, 
which  are  fo  abundant  in  many  parts  as  aim  oft 
totally  to  cover  the  ground  for  the  fpace  of  fe- 
veral  miles;  and  which  the  fagacious  animal  dis- 
covers under  the  fnow  by  the  peculiar  acuteneft 
of  its  fmelL 

1 was  further  informed  by  Mr.  Oehrling,  that 
the  Laplanders,  before  their  recent  converfion 
to  Chriftianity,  podeffed  no  books  or  mann- 
fcripts,  though  they  knew  many  traditional  hif- 
tones  and  fongs  of  antient  heroes  and  princes, 
who  once  reigned  over  them ; but  involved  in 
great  uncertainty,  and  mixed  with  fabulous  ac- 
counts. They  have  now  a tranflation  of  the 
New  Tefhiment,  and  many  of  the  natives  are 
able  to  read  and  write.  On  my  queftioning  him 
about  the  Lapland  tongue,  he  anfwered  with 
fome  diffidence  “ that  though  he  imagined  we. 

frefhraent.  He  is  weak  in  the  back,  being  fatigued  with  the  weight 
even  of  a faddlej  for  which  reafon  the  Laplanders,  whenever  they 
travel  in.  hummer,  and  fledges  cannot  be  ufed,  lay  acrofs  the  ani- 
mal’s back  a pole,  upon  which  they  fallen  a fmall  burden.’1’  See 
Holberg’s  Account  of  the  Cervus  Tarandus  in  Amcenit.  Academ. 
Vol.  I.  p.  169. 

i 

* For  the  ceconomical  and  fcieritificdefcription  of  this  Lichen,  the 
reader  is  referred  to  Lightfoot’s  Flora.  Scotica,  Vol.  II.  p.  877.  Ha- 
lf's Tentamen  Hiltoiras  Lichenum,  P.  cxxvi.  and  particularly  fo 
L.  Hu  as  i I iora  Lapponica,  P.  332  5 from  whofe  accurate  and  cora- 

jn  ebenfi  ve  account  fubfequent  authors  have  principally  derived 

thcix’  information, 
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are  in  general  too  apt  to  form  a hafty  opinion 
of  two  languages  being  derived  from  the  fame 
flock,  becaufe  a few  words  in  both  are  fimilar, 
when  perhaps  the  idiom  and  conflruflion  are  to- 
tally oppofite ; neverthelefs,  there  appeared  to 
him  fufficient  reafons  for  concluding  that  the 
Finnifh  and  Lapland  tongues  were  dialefts  only 
of  one  and  the  fame  original.5’  But  what  was 
mod  remarkable,  he  was  of  opinion  that  the 
Lapland  idiom  had  an  undoubted  affinity  with 
the  Hungarian.  Sainovits,  a learned  Jefuit,  and 
native  of  Hungary,  who  had.  accompanied  the 
celebrated  aftronomer,  Father  Kell,  into  Lap- 
land,  to  obferve  the  Tranfit  of  Venus,  has  tie- 
monftrated  that  the  Hungarian  and  Lapland 
idioms  are  the  fame*;  and  Mr.  Oehrling  him- 
felf  has  like  wile  publifhed  a treat  ife  on  the  fame 
fubjedt  f . I regretted  that  time  would  not  per- 
mit the  learned  Swede  to  enter  into  a detail 
of  the  reafons  which  induced  him  to  adopt 
this  hypothecs  ; but  we  may  conclude,  that 
ftrong  probability  lies  on  this  fide  of  the  quef- 
tiom  when  we  find  a native  of  Hungary,  and  a 
Swede  born  in  Lapland,  both  men  of  letters,  and 
both  well  veiled  in  the  two  dialects,  affirming  it 

§ Johannis  Sainovits,  Demonftratio  idioma  Ungaroruro  et 
Lapponum  idem  eflfe. 

f Diftertatio  Academic  a de  ccmvenientia  Lmgme  Hungarici-e 
sum  Lapponica. 

from 
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from  their  own  conviction,  without  intercourfe 
or  colluiion.  Having  both  treatifes  in  my  pof- 
feftion,  which  are  extremely  rare,  I ft  ail  com- 
prile,  in  a ftort  compafs,  the  arguments  which 
feem  to  prove  the  Fimilarity  of  the  two  lan- 
guages. 

It  mu  ft  not  be  fuppofed  that  a Laplander  en- 
tering Hungary,  or  an  Hungarian  travelling 
into  Lapland,  would  be  immediately  underftood 
by  the  natives  ; for  though  the  inhabitants  of 
thefe  two  countries  ftould  be  unqueftionably  al- 
lowed to  be  branches  from  the  fame  flock*; 
yet,  as  the  reparation  from  that  original  took 
place  at  a time  when  they  had  no  alphabet, 
it  muft  follow,  from  the  gradual  change  of  all 
languages,  by  the  adoption  of  words  from  the 
neighbouring  nations,  that  each  people  could 
nevci  have  retained  feparaxely  all  the  primitive 
characteriftics  of  their  original  tongue.  It  is 
fufucient,  if  m the  general  mode  of  pronuncia- 
tion, in  the  fimilarity  of  many  words,  and  in 
the  grammatical  ftra&ure  of  the  phrafes,  both 
nations  retain  a ftrong  degree  of  refemblance; 

and  this  appears  to  be  the  cafe  in  ihe  Hungarian 
and  Lapland  idioms. 

* No  perfon  in  the  leaft  converfant  in  the  flu dy  of  languages 
pref.imes  to  doubt  that  the  Engiifh,  German,  Dutch,  Swedifh,  and 
Dandh  are  all  derived  from  the  antient  Gothic  or  Teutonic,  and 
yet  thefe  different  nations  do  not  underftand  each  . other. 
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In  the  firft  place,  the  pronunciation  of  the 
Lapland  tongue  is  fo  extremely  peculiar  and  dif- 
ficult, that  a Swede  or  Dane,  unlefe  educated 
from  their  infancy  in  the  country,  can  never 
attain  it;  whereas  Sainovits  was  able  to  catch 

c ' ' ” 4 

the  genuine  accent  without  the  lead  difficulty, 
although,  before  his  arrival,  he  had  no  acquaint- 
ance with  their  language;  the  articulation  in 
many  refpeids  being  fo  perfectly  familiar  to  him, 
that,  to  ufe  ins  own  expreffion,  4C  while  lie  heard 
them  converting,  he  thought  he  was  in  his  own 
country.  ” • * * 

The  next  proof  of  their  affinity  reds  on  the 
fimdanty  ot  particular  words  plainly  proceed- 
ing from  the  fame  dock.  Of  thefe  Sainovits 
has  given  a- vocabulary,  comprifmg  1 50  Com- 
mon to  both,  oi  undoubted  refemblance.  As 
thefe  expreffions  fell  under  his  obfervation  d ur- 
a fh  >ri  i ^(idCiiCc  m the  country,  it;  is  pro- 
bable that,  if  he  continued  there  a longer  time 
he  would  have  difeovered  many  more.  The 
two  idioms  are  further  demonftrated  to  be  the 
iaine,  from  a fig-prizing  agreement  in  the  de~ 
Clendon  oi  nouns,  in  the  companion  of  adjec- 
tives, in  a peculiar  ufe  of  numerals,  pronouns, 
affixes,  f affixes,  and  prepodtions,  in  the  mode 
of  conjugating  verbs,  and  in  the  auxiliary  verbs  ; 
for  in  all  thefe  circumdances  the  two  people 
differ  as  much  from  the  neighbouring  nations 
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as  they  are  analogous  to  each  other : “ So  that 
We  may  venture  to  conclude/’  adds  Oehrlmg, 
“ that  the  German  does  not  approach  nearer  to 
the  Swedifh,  or  the  Chaldean  to  the  Hebrew, 
than  the  Lapland  to  the  Hungarian.” 

From  thefe  premifes  the  irigenioiis  author  con- 
eludes,  “ that  the  Laplanders  are  undoubtedly 
defeended  from  the  Huns;  although  the  precife 
time  in  which  they  feparated  from  the  other 
branches  of  that  numerous  tribe  cannot  be  as- 
certained.” He  ventures,  however,  to  conjec- 
ture, thatfome  of  thofe  people  penetrated  into 
thefe  regions  long  before  the  Huns,  under  At- 
tila  and  his  fucceffors,  occupied  Pannonia,  fince 
called  from  them  Hungary ; that  they  probably 
inhabited  the  fouthern  parts  of  Sweden,  and  be- 
ing driven  towards  the  north  by  the  Goths  un- 
der Oden,  retired  to  the  almo'ft  impervious 
mountains  and  inclement  cold  of  Lapland.  Be4 
ing  fettled  in  thofe  parts,  their  language,  by  a 
perpetual  intercourfe  with  the  Swedes  and  Nor- 
wegians, became  gradually  intermixed  with  fo- 
reign words,  and  fplitinto  different  dialects  ; hill 
retaining,  however,  evident  traces  of  the  origin 
nal  fpoken  by  the  Huns' L 

During 

* The  Huns,  before  they  penetrated  in  Hungary,  inhabited  the 
inland  parts  of  Siberia,  and  from  thofe  quarters  they  probably  paiT- 
ed  through  European  Ruffia,  Livonia,  Eltlionia,  Finland,  and  Swe  - 
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During  my  drft  expedition,  I was  prevented 
Iby  the  earlinefs  of  the  feafon,  and  the  difficulty 
of  eroding  the  lake  Maeler,  from  vidting  the  pa« 
lace  of  Drotningholm , but  in  my  fecond  tout 
I had  feveral  opportunities  of  fatisfying  my  cu* 
riofity. 

Thisf  palace,  the  favourite  redden ce  of  thd 
king,  is  dtuated.on  the  idand  of  Drotningholm, 
or  Queen’s  Idand,  in  the  lake  Maeler,  about  ten 
English  miles  from  Stockholm.  The  p adage 
Ucrofs  the  lake  to  the  idand  is  near  a mile.  It 
was  originally  built  by  Hedwige  Eleonora, 
queen  of  Charles  the  Tenth;  but  has  been 
greatly  improved  and  enlarged  by  fUc^eeding 
fovereigns,  and  particularly  by  the  prefent  king, 
who  has  added  U theatre,  and  feveral  buildings. 
The  apartments  are  more  comfortable  than  mag» 
nidcent.  The  king’s  private  library  contains  an 
tifeful  colletdichi  of  modern  books.  A cabinet 
Of  natural  hidory  adjoining  to  the  library  is 
fmall,  but  remarkable  as  having  been  arranged 
and  defcribed  by  Linmeus. 

The  date  apartments  contain  paintings  of  the 
battles  and  coronation  of  Charles  the  Eleventh, 
and  the  portraits  of  the  principal  generals  who 

den.  In  LiVonra  and  Efthonia,  a language  fimilar  to  the  Emnifli 
ilill  exifts  j as  well  as,  among  feveral  tribes  of  Siberia,  an  idiom 
Which  has  great  affinity  with  the  Hungarian,  hill  prevails. 
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ferved  under  Charles  the  Twelfth,  by  EhrenE 
wald. 

The  garden  * is  chiefly  laid  out  in  flraight 
walks,  excepting  a fmall  part,  which  is  called 
the  Englifli  garden,  and  was  forming  in  a fan- 
ciful imitation  of  our  ftvle. 

In  the  midft  of  the  garden  is  a fpot  called 
Canton,  which  has  been  too  pompoufly  deferr- 
ed by  many  travellers.  It  receives  that  deno- 
mination from  feveral  buildings  in  the  Chinefe 
t-afte,  difpofed  in  a femicircular  form,  and  eredt- 
ed  by  Adolphus  Frederic;  they  contain  feveral 
large  Chinefe  figures,  and  vafes  of  valuable  por- 
celain. In  thefe  apartments  his  majeffy  invites 
feledt  parties  to  dinner  and  fupper,  when  he  lays 
afide  his  etiquette. 

On  the  8th  we  paifed  the  whole  day  at  Drot- 
ningholm,  according  to  the  tedious  forms  of 
Swedifh  etiquette,  to  which  the  king  is  fo  much 

* The  king  has  displayed  a better  talte  in  the  gardens  of  his 
villa  at  Haga,  which  have  been  laid  out  under  his  own  direction  in 
‘ a ftyle  more  refembling  Englilh  pleafure  grounds,  than  any  which 
fell  under  my  obfervatron  abroad.  The  walks  are  carried  by  the 
fide  of  a lake,  and  through  the  woods,  by  a gradual  and  gently- 
bending  outline. 

Haga,  though  a wooden  building,  is  one  of  the  king’s  molt  fa* 
voured  villas,  endeared  to  him  as  the  place  where  he  confulted  with 
his  particular  friends  on  the  belt  means  for  effecting  the  revolution 
or  1772,  and  from  which  he  bore  the  title  of  Count  de  Haga,  dur-> 
ing  his  travels. 

attached. 
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attached.  We  fet  off  full- d refled  from  Stock- 
holm at  eleven;  and,  as  the  weather  was  fhowery. 
the  embarkation  in  the  foreign  minifter’s  barge 
was  rather  difagreeable.  We  found  the  draw- 
ing room  crouded  with  company  to  congra- 
tulate the  king  on  his  late  return  from  his 
travels.  It  was  gala  day,  and  we  faw  the  court, 
in  all  its  fplendor.  The  gala  drefs,  for  both 
men  and  women,  is  blue  filk  and  fattin,  with 
white  lining  and  ornaments  : to  a ftranger  the 
company  appeared  as  if  habited  for  a mafque- 
rade. 

After  church  the  king  made  his  appearance* 
and  he  wore  a fancy  drefs  of  purplilh  filk,  richly 
embroidered  with  gold;  for  while  he  has  li- 
mited his  fubjedts  to  particular  colours,  he  va- 
ries his  own  drefs  with  all  the  tints  of  the  rain- 
bow. On  being  prefented,  his  majefty  did  me 
the  honour  to  converfe  with  me  in  the  in  oft  ora- 

O 

cious  manner ; he  recollected  having  feen  me  be- 
fore in  Sweden;  mentioned  the  docks  of  Carlf- 
crona,  and  afked  me  if  I had  feen  the  dock  of 
Totilon;  adding,  “ It  is  not  for  me  to  boaft,  but 
in  my  eftimation  the  works  of  Toulon  are  tri- 
fling in  companion  with  thofe  of  Carlfcrona* 
We  donotboaft  of  pictures  and  ftatues,  but  we 
can  fhew  the  works  of  Trolhsetta,  Carlfcrona, 
and  Sveabors;/’ 

Soon  after  he  repaired  to  a large  falcon,  dined 
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in  public,  with  the  queen  anti,  royal  family,  and 
converged  with  the  foreign  miinifters,  who  fur- 
rounded  his  chair.  At  two  he  rofe  from  table, 
afrid  we  dined  with  the  great  marihal,  who  keeps 
a public  table  on  thefe  occafions. 

In  the  afternoon  we  .were  prefented  to  the 
prince  royal  #,  who,  though  fcarcely  fix  year& 
old,  went"  through  the  forms  of- a drawing-room 
with  wmnderful  eafe  and  addrefs  for  fo  young  a 
per  foil.  We  afterwards  repaired  to  the  Swecliih 
opera  of  Iphigenia  in  Aults,  tranflated  from  the 
French,  and  the  words  adapted  to  Gluck’s  mu- 
fie.  The  theatre  is  final!  but  neat ; the  fkure' 
was*  well  filled,  and  the  piece,  well  performed. 
At  the  conclulion  of  the  opera  we  embarked  in! 
a covered  barge,  eroded  the  water  in  the  rain, 
got  into  our  carriage,  and  arrived  at  Stockholm 
about  midnight.  Such  is  the  neceffary  eti- 

Now  Gufcavus  Adolphus  the  Second.  He  fucceeded  to  the 
crown  on  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  mortally  wounded  with? 
a piftol  at  a mafquerade  on  the  15th  of  March  1792,  by  Ankar- 
Itroem,  an  enfign  of  the  guards,  and  died  on  the  29th.  Ankar- 
itroem  was  mitigated  to  this  attempt  by  a difaffefted  party  of  no- 
bles,  of  whom  the  principal  leaders  were  Counts  Horn  and  Rib- 
bing, Baron  Pecklin  and  Colonel  Lilrhorn.  During  the  interval 
preceding  his  death,  in  which  he  differed  the  mod  excrutiating 
tortures,  the  king  difplayed  great  calmnefs  of  mind  and  an  un- 
daunted fpi  1 it 5 he  fettled  apian  of  government  during  the  mino- 
rity of  his  fon,  and  gave  a proof  of  fmgular  humanity,  by  ordering 
that  none  of  the  con ipira tors,  except  the  aflafEn,  fliould  be  put  to 
Heath, 
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quette  of  the  Swedilh  court ; but  the  king  con- 
trives as  much  as  poffible  to  relieve  the  ennui  of 
-the  day,  by  the  affability  of  his  manners,  and  - 
the  vivacity  of  his  eonveriation. 

The  prefent  king  has  paid  great  attention  to 
the  literature  and  language  of  his  native  coun- 
try. He  has  conftmfted,  at  a confiderable  ex- 
pence,  an  opera-houfe  in  Stockholm,  for  the  re- 
prefentation  of  operas  in  the  Swedilh  language. 
The  building  is  fmall,  but  well  arranged,  -and 
will  contain  eight  hundred  fpeciators ; the  or- 
naments, fcenes,  and  decorations,  are  extremely 
rich  and  elegant.  The  troop,  confidering  the 
recency  of  the  eftablifhment,  will  no  doubt 
greatly  improve,  as  the  king  loves  and  encou- 
rages theatrical  reprefentations,  and  has  com- 
pofed  feyeral  pieces  for  the  ftage. 

The  polite  arts  have  made  their  way  into 
Sweden,  and  flourifh  under  the  king’s  royal  pa* 
tronage.  Among  the  living  artifts  who  do  ho- 
nour to  their  country,  $ergell,  a ftatuary,  muft 
be  mentioned,  who  paffed  feme  time  at  Rome 
at  the  king’s  expence,  and  is  now  fettled  at 
Stockholm,  His  workshop  contained  feyeral 
Ratues  and  models,  which  prove  his  fkill  in  feiz- 
ing  the  fpirit  of  the  antique.  I particularly  ad- 
rnirecl  a moft  elegant  Cupid  and  Pfyche;  Otri- 
ades,  in  the  agonies  of  death  engraving  upon  his 
bqckler,  with  the  point  of  his  Jance?  A<*  Tg*?osw 
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“ To  the  God  of  Vi&ory,”  his  countenance  is 
finely  expieftive  of  pain  overcome  by  courage ; 
<tnd  a ftatue  of  the  prince  royal  entwining'  a, 
wreath  of  laurel  round  the  bull  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus. 

Seigell  is  likewife  employed  in  fuperintending 
and  finifhing  the  equeftrian  ftatue  of  Guftavus 
Adolphus  in  bronze,  after  the  defign  of  Arche* 
veque,  a celebrated  French  ftatuary,  fmce  dead. 
It  is  of  a coloftal  fize#,  and  reprefents  this  fa- 
vourite hero  of  Sweden,  in  complete  armour*, 
excepting  his  head,  which  is  encircled  with  lau- 
iei,  his  light  hand  holds  a truncheon  pointing 
downwards.  The  hero  is  gracefully  feated  on 
the  horfe,  and  the  animal  has  great  fpirit.  Ser- 
gell  has  added  to  the  original  defign  the  figures 
of  Uiftory,  pointing  to  an  inscription  on  the 
pedeftal,  and  of  Axel  Oxenftiern,  the  cele- 

was  no  lefs  pre-emi- 
nent  in  the  cabinet  than  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus in  the  field.  He  informed  me,  that  the 

• . r ‘ ■ t ■ i > 

* The  following  are  the  dimenfions:— height,  from  the  bottom. 

of  the  pedeftal  to  the  top  of  the  hero’s  head,  forty  feet ; from  the 
bottom  of  the  horfe’s  feet  to  the  top  of  the  hero’s  head,  eighteen 
feet;  height  of  the  hero,  if  Handing,  fourteen  fee t;  length  of  the 
hone,  from  the  head  ro  the  crupper,  ten  feet.  Figure  of  Oxen- 
ftiern nine  feet.  This  ftatue  was  erefted  in  1790,  in  the  north 
fquare,  on  a pedeftal  of  granite,  with  the  medallions  of  his  five  prin- 
cipal generals;  Barrier,  Torftenfon,  de  ia  Gardie,  and  the  Duke  of 
^xe  Weimar,  Voyage  de  deU£  Fr^ois,  Tom.  2. 

* x original 
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original  plan  of  Archeveque  was  to  represent  a 
Vi&ory  on  horfeback,  preceding  and  crowning 
Guftavus  Adolphus  on  horfeback;  a fublime 
idea,  bold,  and  perfectly  new  for  a ftatue.*  T lie 
defign  was  at  fir  ft  accepted  by  the  hates,  but 
afterwards  relinquiflied,  becaufe  it  was  thought 
impoflible  hy  the  perfon  employed  to  caft  it. 
Sergell  expatiated  with  great  enthufiafm  on  the 
boldnefs  and  fnblimity  of  this  plan,  and  feemed 
by  no  means  to  c-onfider  it  as  imprafticable.  Ser- 
gell has r been  lately  employed  by  the  king  in 
executing  a monument  to  the  memory  of  Des 
Cartes,  which  is  eredled  in  one  of  the  churches; 
above  is  the  medallion  of  Des  Cartes,  and  be- 
neath an  angel  taking  a veil  from  the  globe,  and 
illuminating  it  with  a torch ; a fublime  idea, 
limply  expreffing  the  effedl  of  philofophy  in  en«  t 
lightening  the  human  race. 

The  royal  academy  of  painting  and  fculpture, 
contains  a fine  collection  of  cahs  from  the  an- 
tique ftatues  at  Rome ; thefe  were  the  firlt  im- 
preffions  of  the  only  moulds  ever  permitted  to 
be  taken.  Louis  the  Fourteenth  obtained  that 
permiffion  from  the  pope,  and  fei\t  to  Charles 
the  Eleventh  thefe  calls,  which  are  therefore 
uniques  in  their  kind.  They  were  prefented  by 
Adolphus  Frederic  to  the  academy  of  painting 
and  fculpture,  which  he  inftituted 

# The  academy  alfo  contains  a few  antiques,  particularly  the 
ftatue  of  Endymion,  purchafed  by  Guftavus  the  Third  at  Rome, 
1^84,  for  zooo  ducats, 
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Arfenai  of  Stockholm.«-?-Clothes  and  hat  worn  by  Charles  XIL 
when  he  was  killed  at  the  liege  of  Fredericklhall.— Inquiry  into 
the  circumftances  of  his  deatfu 

, ; . r ’ / 

THE  aifenal  of  Stockholm  contains  an  im*? 

inenfe  number  of  handards  and  trophies, 
taken  chiefly  from  the  Imperialifts,  Poles,  Ruf- 
fians,  and  Danes.  Many  of  thefe  ftandards  were 
fupplied  by  Gu.ftavus  Adolphus,  Baner,  Torften- 
fon  and  Wrangel,  by  Charles  Guitar  us,  but 
principally  by  Charles  XII.  whole  military  at- 
chievements  proved  the  ruin  of  his  country ; 
nor  could  I avoid  remarking,  that  while  this 
collection  proudly  difplayed  the  trophies  of 
Isaiva,  the  Ruffians  poffefs  Narva  itfelf,  with 

all  Livonia,  and  other  provinces  difmemberecj 
from  Sweden. 

Among  other  curiofities,  I obferved  the  Ik  in 
of  the  horfe  fluffed,  which  carried  Guftavus 
Adolphus  at  the  battle  of  Lutzen,  where  he  re.  ■ 
ceived  his  death;  a boat  made  by  Peter  the 
Great  at  Sardam  jn  Holland,  and  taken  by  4 
Swedjth  veflcl  as  it  was  conveying  bv  fea  to  Pe. 
teriburgh;  hut  the  clothes  Lfl/t  by 

QiarJes  XII,  when  he. was  iliot  in  the  trenches 

heforg 


jC.  3,  DEATH  OF  CHARLES  XII.  73 

before  Frederickfhall,  particularly  attracted  my 
attention.  As  various  reports  have  been  fpread 
relative  to  his  death,  and  as  proofs  of  his  affaf* 
filiation  have  been  drawn  from  the  f ate  of  thofe 
clothes,  and  particularly  of  his  hat,  I examined 
them  with  peculiar  attention. 

The  coat  is  a plain  blue  uniform,  with  large 
brafs  buttons,  like  that  of  a common  foldier; 
the  boots  are  thick  and  large;  the  gloves  of  buff 
leather,  flilf-topped,  and  reaching  aimed  to  the 
{elbow:  the  right-hand  glove  is  confiderably 
ftained  with  blood,  the  left  fprinkled  with  a 
few  drops;  part  of  a buff  belt,  which  he  wore 
round  his  waift,  is  alfo » bloody 1 mention, 
fhefe  circumftances,  becaufe  it  renders  probable 
what  has  been  affert.ed,  that,  on  receiving  the 
ihot,  he  inftantly  applied  his  right  hand  to  the 
wound  in  his  temple,  and  then  to  his  fword. 

* This  circumftance  has  given  rife  to  an  argument  in  fupport  of 
Lis  being  aftaffinated : for,  fay  the  advocates  on  this  fide  of  the 
queftion,  if,  on  receiving  the  ihot,  he  inftantly  touched  the  wound, 
and  then  grafped  his  fword,  it  feems  to  imply  that  he  mu  ft  have 
feen  the  perfon  who  difcharged  the  piece  at  him,  and  put  himfelf 
into  an  attitude  of  defence:  and  it  is  certain,  from  the  account  of 
Pilgren,  who  faw  the  body,  that  he  had  abfolutely  drawn  the  fword 
half  out  of  the  fcabbard,  and  the  hilt  was  fo  tightly  grafped  by  the 
right  hand  as  not  to  be  remoyed  without  difficulty.  But  furely,  if 
the  king  really  faw  the  perfon  who  difcharged  the  piece,  and  meant 
to  defend  himfelf,  he  would  ftrft  have  grafped  the  fword  before  he 
received  the  fhot:  aiid  if  he  ftrft  touched  the  wound,  and  then 
grafped  the  hilt  of  the  fword,  it  was  a mere  inftantaneous  and  per* 
haps  convulftve  impulfe, 

" ’ ' The 
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The  hat  bears  the  appearance  of  having  been 
(lightly  grazed  by  the  ball,  in  that  part  which 
immediately  covered  his  temple.  I was  inform- 
ed, by  a perfon  who  had  frequent  opportunities 
of  obferving  it,  that  the  original  mark  was  at 
firft  very  indiftinft,  but  from  being  handled  and 
rent  by  tliofe  who  have  continually  examined 
it,  has  been  confiderably  enlarged.  As  the 
tlrot,  therefore,  did  not  pierce  through,  but 
only  grazed  the  hat,  the  fize  of  the  ball  cannot 
be  ascertained  from  this  circumftance.  It  fol- 
low's from  this  fimple  defcription,  that,  from  any 
appearance  either  in  the  clothes  or  hat,  the 
flighted  inference  canqot  be  deduced  in  regard 
to  the  fo  much  agitated  queftion,  “ whether 
Charles  XII.  fell  by  a ball  from  the  Danifh  bat- 
teries, 01  by  the  hand  of  an  affaffm?”  I fhall 
fubjoin  to  this  account  an  inquiry  into  the  par- 
ticulars of  his  death ; in  the  courfe  of  which 
iome  new  lights  may,  perhaps,  he  thrown  on 
this  cui  ious  fubject,  and  lome  anecdotes  intro- 
duced, probably  unknown  to  the  Englilh  reader. 

On  the  30th  of  November  171.8,  Charles  XU. 
vifited  the  trenches  at  the  fiege  of  Frederick-, 
tliall  in  Norway,  advanced  as  far  as  a baftion, 
which  he  mounted,  and,  leaning  his  arm  on  the 
parapet,  feerned  to  examine  the  progrefs  of  the 
woiks.  d he  Dam fli  batteries  were  playing  on 
the  trenches,  and  continued  a conftant  fire  with 

great 
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great  and  fmall  fhot,  to  which  the  king  expofed 
himfelf  as  ufual,  without  the  ieaft  caution;  in 
that  attitude  he  received  a ball  in  his  temple, 
fell  on  the  parapet,  and  inftantly  expired.  There 
were  with  him  two  French  officers;  Maigret, 
the  engineer,  who  conduced  the  fiege,  and  Si- 
quier,  his  aid-de-camp.  Behind,  at  fome  dis- 
tance, were,  amongft  others,  count  Schwerin, 
who  commanded  the  trenches,  count  Poffe,  cap- 
tain of  the  guards,  and  Culbert,  an  aid-de- 
camp.  According  to  Voltaire  the  two  French- 
men, feeing  the  king  fall,  and  hearing  him  ut- 
ter at  the  fame  time  a deep  figh,  approached  and 
found  him  dead.  Motrayef  relates,  that  Mai- 
get  having  ineffedtually  endeavoured  to  diffuade 
his  majefty  from  remaining  in  fo  dangerous  a 
place,  and  confulted  with  Schwerin  and  Cul- 
bert, returned  to  draw  him  away  by  ftratagem  ; 
finding  him  leaning  on  the  parapet,  he  fuppofed 
him  aileep,  but  perceiving  that  he  continued 
motioniefs,  an  alarm  was  given  to  the  officers, 
who  came  with  a light,  and  difcerncd  that  he 
was  dead.  Nordberg’s  account  correfponds  in 
general  with  that  gfven  by  Motraye.  It  being 

determined  to  conceal  the  fatal  accident,  Si- 

v ® J 

r-  k . 

* Voltaire  was  probably  informed  of  thefe  circumltances  from 
^iquier  himfelf.  Sep  Hilt,  de  Charles  XII.  p.  341. 

f Voyages  de  Motraye,  Vol.  XI.  p.  396,  JMordberg’s  Hilt,  de 
Chirks  XII.  p»  35 
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quier,  who  was  devoted  to  the  prince  of  Heffe, 
took  off  the  king’s  hat,  covered  the  head  with 
his  own  wig  and  hat,  and  wrapping  the  body  in 
a grey  cloak,  ordered  it  to  be  tranfported  to  his 
quarters  as  that  of  an  officer  juft  killed.  Siquier 
himfelf  flew  without  delay  to  the  prince  of  Heffe, 
who  was  quartered  at  Torpum,  about  the  dif- 
tance  of  three  quarters*  of  a mile.  “The  prince 
was  at  fupper,”  writes  a page  who  was  prefent  f, 
“ with  fome  generals  and  officers.  Siquier, 
without  being  announced,  approached  and  whif- 
pered  the  prince;  the  prince  did  the  fame  to  the 
perfon  who  fat  next  to  him,  and  the  whifper 
being  circulated  round  the  company  in  the  fame 
manner,  the  prince  retired  from  table,  and  gave 
immediate  orders  for  poft-horfes,  “ I followed,” 
adds  the  page,  “ the  officers  to  the  place  where 
the  king  was  killed.  The  prince  ordered  the 
generals  and  officers,  who  were  prefent,  to  place 
the  body  in  a litter  prepared  to  convey  it  to  the 
head-quarters.  One-and-twenty  foldiers  hand- 
ing around  with  wax  tapers  in  their  hands,  we 
obferved,  that  the  king,  in  the  agonies  of  death, 
had  drawn  his  fword  half  out  of  the  fcabbard, 

* Probably  of  a Swediib  mije,  which  is  equal  to  about  6 and  a 
half  Englifh  miles. 

■f"  This  account  is  taken  from  the  narrative  of  Pilgren,  a page 
to  the  prince  of  Hsffe,  who  was  that  day  in  waiting.  See  Von 
Karls  XII.  Tode  and  in  Schloetzer’s  Briefewechfel5  Vol,  I.  p.  230. 
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and  . that  the  hilt  was  fo  tightly  grafped  by  the 
right  hand,  as  not  to  he  difengaged  without 
difficulty.  The  body  being  removed,  the  prince 
held  a council  with  the  officers,  when  it  was  de- 
termined to  raife  the  fiege,  and  difpatch  held- 
inarfhal  Duker  to  Saudlborg,  in  order  to  pre- 
vent any  one  from  paffing  to  the  enemy,  and 
fpreading  the  report  of  the  king’s  death:  but 
this  precaution  was  too  late,  as  that  very  night 
a Swedifh  lieutenant,  accompanied  by  a drum- 
mer, went  over  the  Glomma  to  the  enemy,  and 
acquainted  them  with  the  king’s  death.” 

From  thefe  circumftances  we  have  no  reafori 
to  fuppole  that  the  king  was  affaffinated,  but 
rather  that  he  received  his  wound  from  one  of 
the  Daniffi  batteries.  Let  us  then  examine  the 
reafons  which  have  induced  many  perfons  to  af~ 
fert  that  he  was  killed  by  treachery,  and  that 
Frederic  prince  of  Heffe,  who  efpoufed  his 
youngeft  filler  Ulrica  Eleonora,  and  was  foon  af- 
terwards raifed  to  the  throne,  was  not  unfufpe61- 
ed  of  being  concerned  in  his  death. 

The  duke  of  Holllein,  fon  of  Hedwige,  eldeil 
filler  of  Charles  XII.  was  the  undoubted  heir  to 
the  crown,  and  would,  according  to  the  opi- 
nion of  his  minilter  Balfevitz,  have  fucceeded^ 
had  he  immediately  fliown  hiitifelf  to  the  troops. 

“ The  duke  was  in  the  camp.  Charles  had 
brought  him  to  the  army  in  that  fevere  cam- 
S paign? 
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palgn,  in  order  to  form  him  to  war.  On*  the 
hrft  news  of  the  king’s  death,  the  young  prince 
retired  to  his  tent  overwhelmed  with  affliction* 
and  refufed  admittance  even  to  the  generals 
who  were  moft  attached  to  him.  Duker  con* 
jured  his  favourite  Roepftorf,  that  he  would 
perfuade  him  to  appear  before  the  troops,  and 
offered  to  proclaim  him  on  the  fpot.  Roepftorf 
gained  admittance  to  his  mafter,  but  foon  re- 
turned with  an  arjfwer,  that  he  was  too  much 
affeCted  to  hold  converfation  with  any  one.  If 
he  will  not  a cl,  fays  Duker,  affairs  muft  go  as  they 
can  1 ibis  delay  was  the  fafety  of  the  Swedifh  li- 
berty. For  how  would  the  nation  have  dared 
to  propofe  the  fuppreffion  of  abfolute  authority, 
m oppofition  to  a king  who  was  proclaimed  by 
the  army,  and  already  in  poffeftion  of  all  the 
prerogatives  enjoyed  by  his  predeceffor*?” — 
Another  f account  informs  us,  “ that  feveral 
of  the  Swedifh  generals  tendered  the  crown  to 
the  duke,  upon  the  condition  of  renouncing  ab- 
folute power;  but  he  refufed  to  be  bound  by 
any  reftridlions.” 

The  conduct  of  the  prince  of  Heffe  was  far 
more  politic.  Having  difpofed  ©f  the  kind’s- 
body,  he  iffued  immediate  orders  to  arreft  ba- 

* Memoires  de  Baffevitz  in  Bufching,  K.  M,  IX.  p.  320 
t Schloetzer’s  Briefewechfel,  Vol.  L p.  jci, 
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ron  Gortz*,  as  if  already  in  po'ffeffion  of  fove- 
reign  authority,  and  clifpatched  Siquier  to  his 
confort  Ulrica  Eleonora  at  Stockholm.  That 
princefs,  informed  of  her  brother’s  death,  fum- 
moned  the  fen  ate,  and  agreeing  to  renounce  all 
right  to  the  crown  by  hereditary  fucceffion,  and 

* The  arreft  of  Baron  Gortz  was  attended  with  many  curious 
tircumftances,  w7hich  are  related  by  Pilgren,  who  accompanied  the 
officers  that  arrefted  him  5 but  the  account  is  too  long  to  be  infert- 
ed  in  this  work.  See  Gortzen’s  Gefangenemmung  in  Schloetzers 
Vol.  I.  p.  231  to  243. 

The  real  caufe  of  the  Baron's  imprifonment  and  execution  was 
his  attachment  to  the  duke  of  Holftein,  which  neither  Frederic 
nor  Ulrica  Eleonora  could  forgive j to  their  revenge,  and  to  the 
cabals  of  a party,  he  fell  a facrifice.  Pofterity,  however,  has  done 
juftice  to  the. integrity  of  this  great,  but  turbulent  ftatefman;  and 
the  prefent  king  of  Sweden  paid  a tribute  of  praife  to  his  memory,  in 
a letter  to  his  daughter,  Madame  D’Eyben.  See  Schloetzer  TheiL 
XI.  p.  109.  “ Madame  la  Baronne  D’Eyben.  La  memoire  de 
l’illuftre  et  malheureux  Baron  de  Gortz  eh  trop  refpedtee  de  moi, 
pour  que  je  n’aye  ete  tres  fenfiblement  touche  d’apprendre,  qu’il 
cxiftoit  encore  un  de  ces  enfans,  que  la  tirannie  et  l’injuftice  atroce 
de  la  princefs  Ulrique  Eleonore,  et  de  ceux  qui  prefiderent  a la 
diete  de  1719,  rendirent  orphelins.  Son  fang  innocent  a trop  long- 
temps  crie  vengeance.  La  Suede  a pendant  50  ans  de  malheurs,  de 
devaftations,  et  de  troubles,  paie  cherement  le  tribut,  que  la  col  ere 
divine  a exige  pour  le  crime,  commis  contre  un  grand  homme  inno- 
cent, pour  que  je  ne  fouhaite  ardemment,  en  qualite  de  premier  citoyen 
de  ma  patrie , reparer  au  nom  de  cette  meme  patrie,  l’injuftice  que 
nos  ancetres  ont  commis.  A ce  titre,  que  je  regarde  comme  le  plus 
beau  de  tous  ceux,  que  la  Providence  a bien  voulu  aftembler  fur 
ma  tete,  s’ajoute  encore  celui  de  ma  maifon,  pour  laquelle  il  a ete 
un  facrifice.  Vousdeves  done  bien  juger,  Madame,  combien  je  fuis 
porte  de  vous  faire  rendre  la  juftice,  que  vous  reclames  en  qualite 
d’heritiere  et  de  fille  de  feu  Baron  de  Gortz,  &c.  &c.  ce  28  d,  0<Ro- 
bref  1773.” 
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to  fubfcribe  to  the  limitation  of  regal  powers 
/lie  was  foon  afterwards  elected  queen,  but  re4 
figned,  in  l?2i,  the  crown  to  her  huffiand. 

The  account  of  the  king's  death,  publiffied 
by  order  of  the  court  foon  after  the  event,  en^ 
ters  into  no  details,  but  attributes  it  to  a ball 
ihot  from  a falconet Motraye  affirms,  that 
this  relation  was  probably  true,  becaufe  the 
wound  was  large  enough  to  admit  four  fingers, 
Voltaire,  ,who  received  his  information  from  Si-* 
quier,  affierts,  that  it  was  tirade  by  a ball  of  half 
a pound  weight,  and  large  enough  to  contain 
three  fingers;  and  both  agree,  that  from  the 
violence  of  the  ihot  the  left  eye  was  forced  in, 
and  the  right  diflodged  from  the  focketf.  In 
contradiction,  however,  to  thefe  authorities,  two 
perfons  who  faw  the  body,  pofitively  affirm, 
that  the  wound  was  too  fmall  to  be  occafioned 
ry  a fhot  from  a falconet,  or  half  falconet. 
Count  Liewen,  in  a converfation  with  Mr. 
rax  all,  thus  expreffed  himielf  upon  the  fub- 
jeCt : 

" There  are  now  very  few  men  alive  who  can  fpeak  with  fo  much’ 
certainty  a-s  myfelf.  I was  in  the  camp  before  Frederickfhall,  and 


* A ball  of  a falconet  ufually  weighs1  one  pound  and  one-eightl? 
at  leaft. 

f Large  quatre  doigts.  Motraye.— din  trot!  dans  lequel  ou  pou* 
Voit  enfoncer  trois  doigts.  Voltaire.— Un  balle  Tavoit  atteint  a Jas 
temple  droite  avec  tante  de  violence,  qu’elle  etoite  relfortie  au  def- 
fus  de  la*  temple  gauche*  Nordberg# 
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had  the  honour  to  ferve  the  king  in  quality  of  page  on  that  night 
when  he  was  killed,  I have  no  doubt  that  he  was  affaffinated.-— 
The  night  was  extremely  dark,  and  it  was  almoft  an  impofiibility 
that  a ball  from  the  fort  could  enter  his  head  at  the  diftance,  and 
on  the  ipot  where  he  Rood.  I faw  the  king’s  body,  and  am  cer- 
tain the  wound  in  his  temple  was  made  by  a piltol-bullef.  Who 
gave  it,  is  unknown:  Siker  wras  fufpebied,  becaufe  lie  was  not 
with  his  majefty  previous  to  the  blow,  but  appeared  a moment  af- 
ter. Thofe,”  added  he,  “ who  are  ufed  to  military  affairs,  know 
the  report  and  noife  which  a cannon-ball  makes,  but  the  report  of 
the  (hot  which  deftroyed  the  king  was  that  of  a piece  clofe  at  hand, 
and  totally  different.  I do  not  believe  the  prince  of  Heffe  was 
concerned,  or  privy  to  it  in  any  degree ; but  the  belief  that  he  was 
put  to  death  by  a private  hand  was  general  in  the  army  at  that 
time*,” 

The  next  evidence  is  captain  Carl  berg,  who 
affifted  in  conveying  the  body  from  the  trenches : 
this  officer  died  at  Gotheborg  about  a month 
before  I arrived  there,  and  in  repeated  eonver- 
fations  with  feveral  Engliih  merchants,  from 
whom  I received  the  anecdote,  conftantly  af- 
ferted  that  the  wound  was  given  by  a mufket  or 
piftol.  In  anfwer  to  thefe  additions,  may  it  not 
be  afked,  Whether  count  Liewen  and  captain 
Carlberg  had  any  opportunity  of  examining  the 
wound  with  the  attention  necefiary  to  form  a 
decffive  opinion  P and  if  they  did,  whether  the 
lize  of  gun-fhot  wounds  does  not  exceedingly 
vary  according  to  the  velocity  of  the  ball,  and 
the  part  which  it  ttrikes  ? 

But  ffiould  we  even  allow,  that  the  piece  from 

■ ' ‘ I ' ' / . 

* Wraxali's  Tour,  p. 
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which  the  kino;  received  his  death  was  not 
larger  than  a mufket;  the  next  circumflance 
for  inquiry  is,  Whether  a mufket-fliot  could 
have  reached  him  from  the  ramparts  of  Frede** 
prickfhall,  or  from  any  of  the  adjoining  batte- 
ries? That  this  is  probable,  will  appear  from 
con ful ting  the  plan  of  Frederickfhall  in  Mo-* 
traye,  who  had  vifited  the  place;  for  the  para-< 
pet  on  which  the  king  was  leaning  is  only  180 
yards  from  the  ramparts,  and  about  800  from 
the  battery,  from  which  he  conjedtures  that  he 
was  killed.  As  a random  mufket-bullet  will  of- 
ten take  effedt  at  800,  or  even  1000  yards,  the 
king  might  have  been  {truck  in  this  manner,  and 
ftill  more  probably  by  fmall  or  grape-fhot,  dif- 
charged  from  a cannon. 

Many  perfons  were  fufpedted  of  being  con- 
cerned in  the  fuppofed  affaffmation:  Siquier 
principally,  becaufe  he  was  near  Charles  at  the 
time  of  his  death,  covered  the  body  from  in- 
fpedtion,  immediately  carried  the  news  to  the 
prince  of  Heife,  and,  by  haflening  to  Stock- 
holm, fecured  the  crown  to  the  prineefs  Ulrica 
Eleonora.  His  conduct  in  thefe  inftances,  how- 
ever, affords  no  pofitive  evidence  either  againft 
himfelf  or  Frederic;  for  both  would  have  acted 
in  the  fame  manner  from  common  policy,  whe- 
ther the  Swedifli  monarch  was  killed  by  acci- 
dent, or  by  their  treachery.  Unfortunately, 
9 however, 
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however,  Siquier  himfelf  in  1722,  being  at 
Stockholm,  in  a delirium,  occafioned  by  a fe*? 
yer,  opened  the  window  of  his  apartment,  and 
exclaimed,  that  he  had  murdered  Charles  XII. ; 
but  no  one  gave  credit  to  the  confeflion  of  a 
perfon  in  a hate  of  infanity.  Sufpicions  alfq 
fell  on  Maigret  the  engineer,  merely  becaufe  he 
was  prefent  in  the  trenches;  and  on  General 
Renfkioeld,  who  is  faid  to  have  employed'  the 
murderer:  but  this  report  had  no  foundation, 
and  feems  to  have  chiefly  arifen  from  his  acti- 
vity in  fupporting  the  party  of  the  fenate  for  li- 
miting the  fovereign  authority ? and  placing 
Ulrica  Eleonora  on  the  throne. 

it  is  evident  from  a paffage  in  Bruce*® 
Memoirs that  a belief  of  the  king’s  affafii- 
nation  wras  generally  received : As  I was 

dining,”  he  fays,  “ at  an  ordinary  one  day,  ' 
with  fever al  of  my  acquaintance,  there  happened 
to  be  at  the  table  a Swpdifh  colonel,  and  a 
lieutenant-colonel,  who  was  born  dumb,  but 
notwithstanding  that  misfortune,  had  been  a 
great  favourite  with  the  late  king  of  Sweden, 
While  we  were  at  dinner,  the  governor's  aid-de  - 
camp  came  in,  and,  add  re  fling,  himfelf  to  the 
Swedifh  colonel,  ordered  him,  jn  the  emperor’s 
riame,  to  leave  Riga  immediately,  other  wife  h$ 

S • ; ’ r 1 1 ’ . ; * 

* p.  366. 

p 2 WOUl$ 


I 


84 


TRAVELS  IN  SWEDE  N. 


2.  7- 


w on  l cl  be  proceeded  again  ft  as  a traitor.  The 
Swede  immediately  getting  up  from  the  table, 
quitted  the  room  pale  and  trembling.  On  our 
inquiring  into  the  reafon  of  this  hidden  order  to 
the  colonel,  we  were  informed  that  he  was  fuf- 
pecled  of  having  ihot  the  late  king  of  Sweden  in 
the  trenches  before  Frederickfhall.  It  feems 
that  fome  of  the  company,  had,  by  figns,  made 
the  dumb  lieutenant-colonel  underhand  the  af- 
fair, on  which  he  ran  after  him  with  his  fword 
drawn,  and,  but  for  the  interpofition  of  the  aid- 
de-camp  and  fome  others  with  him,  he  would 
certainly  have  killed  the  colonel,  who  was  fafely 
conducted  over  the  river  Dwina,  which  divides 
Livonia  from  Courland,  and  was  folio  wed  by 
his  fervants  and  baggage.  It  was  obferved,  that 
while  he  redded  in  Riga,  large  remittances  had 
come  to  him  from  Stockholm,  which  made  it 
generally  fufpe&ecl  that  he  had  been  highly 
bribed  to  commit  the  regicide.  The  colonel 
made  hafte  to  get  into  Poland,  intending  to  pals 
through  that  kingdom  into  Turkey,  where  he 
was  well  acquainted,  having  attended  the  king 
of  Sweden  all  the  time  that  prince  refided  in 
Bender;  but  as  he  was  no  more  heard  of,  it  was 
generally  thought  he  had  been  murdered  in  Po- 
land.” 

Bruce  does  not  mention  the  name  of  this  co- 
lonel; but  his  account  feems  to  corroborate  the 

opinion 


t 


\ 


/ 


» O's 


DEATH  OF  CHARLES  XI I. 


85 


opinion  of  many  perfons  in  Sweden ; that  if 
the  king  was  treacheroufly  put  to  death,  the 
murder  was  committed  by  a Swede.  A mem- 
ber of  the  diet,  which  affembled  foon  after  the 
revolution,  ufed  thefe  myfteriousmxpreffions  : — 
“ The  liberty  which  has  been  fo  much  extolled, 
always  carried  to  excels,  and  to  winch  we  have 
fo  long  been  enflaved,  perhaps  at  its  commence- 
ment did  not  occafion  anv  real  bleffino's.  It  is 

C/  O 

a conjecture  which  excites  horror,  an  opprobrium 
from  which  I with  we  could  entirely  exculpate 
ourfejves,  namely,  that  the  life  of  our  Northern 
hero  Charles  XII.— But  I tremble:  he  was  on 
the  point  of  recovering  the  Ioffes  of  the  hate. 
Pofterity  will  dare  to  expatiate  upon  this  much* 
to-be-lamented  event.'’  It  appears  from  thefe 
words,  as  if  the  fpeaker  conceived  that  the  par* 
tizans  for  a limited  monarchy  had  occafjoned 
the  death  of  Charles,  in  order  to  eftabliili  a new 
form  of  government ; he  alludes  to  the  follow- 
ing anecdote  : 

Cronftedt,  a Swedifh  officer,  is  faid  to  have 
owned,  on  his  death  bed,  to  a clergyman  called 
Tolltadius,  that  he  was  concerned  in  the  mur- 
der of  Charles  XII.;  and  the  confelfor  afterwards 
drew  up  an  account  of  this  declaration,  which 
was  delivered  to  the  king*  and  fenate,  and  is 
now  preferved  in  the  archives.  I could' not 
learn  the  particulars  of  this  account;  but  was 

g 3 informed 
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informed  in  general,  that  Cronftedt*  affirmed 
he  only  loaded  the  piece ; and  that  Stiernros, 
who  died  lieutenant-general  and  colonel  of  the 
guards,  was  the  perfon  who  fired  it,  handing  at 
a fmall  diftance  behind  the  king;  it  is  likewife 
afferted,  that  Stiernros,  in  his  lafl  illnefs,  ac^ 
knowledged  his  guilt.  The  queen-dowager  of 
Sweden,  whofe  curiofity  was  excited  by  all  thefe 
reports,  defcended  a few  years  ago  into  the  vault 
which  contains  the  body  of  Charles*  On  ex- 
amining the  wounds,  one  in  the  back  of  his 
head,  and  the  other  in  the  deft  temple,  fhe 
found  that  the  latter  was  the  greater;  whence 
it  was  concluded,  that  the  ball  went  in  behind 
and  came  out  before,  from  the  well-known  ef- 
fect of  gun-fhot  wounds,  whofe  entering  orifice 
is  always  the  fm  all  eft  I may  likewife  venture 

* It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention  in  this  place,  that  Cron- 
&edt  is  faid  to  have  been  out  of  his  fenfes  before  he  died  5 and  if  fo, 
his  confefiion  deferves  no  more  credit  than  that  of  Siquier.  Ano- 
ther madman  likewife  acknowledged  himfelf  to  be  the  king’s  af- 
faflin.  FabriciuS,  who  is  mentioned  as  a great  favourite  of  Charles 
XII.  died  in  England  in  a delirium  5 and  he  allured  Miller,  the  ce- 
lebrated botaniil,  with  whom  he  was  intimately  acquainted,  that 
he  alfaflinated  the  Swedilh  monarch.  I received  this  anecdote  from 
a,  gentleman  who  had  it  from  Mr.  Miller  himfelf. 

In  my  feccnd  vifit  to  Stockholm  in  1784,  I found,  oil  more  ac- 
curate inquiry,  that  many  of  thefe  anecdotes  tending  to  confirm 
’the  report  of  his  aflaffination*  were  either  very  uncertain,  initiated', 
for  exaggerated,  particularly  that  the  account  concerning  Cron- 
tfledt’s  confelfion,  and  Frederic’s  remorfe,  Were  probably  void  of 
Ifeiindatiom 
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to  add,  that  her  majefty,  after  weighing  all  the 
circumftances  on  both  fides,  was  of  opinion  that 
the  kins;  was  aflfaffinated. 

It  appeared  probable  to  fome  perfons,  from 
feveral  particulars  in  the  confeffioti  of  Cron- 
ftedt,  that  he  was  employed  by  Frederic  I.  and 
it  is  hill  believed  by  many  at  Stockholm,  but 
without  f ulhcient  proof ; that  Frederic,  on  the 
approach  of  death,  raved  about  Charles  XII.  and 
expreffed  great  compundiioii  on  his  account. 

In  mentioning  theie  anecdotes,  I beg  leave 
to  requeft  that  they  may  be  confidered  merely 
as  reports,  upon  which  other  perfons,  who  jfhall 
have  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  more  precife 
information,  may  build  their  inquiries;  as  my 
intention  was  to  throw  together  all  the  intelli- 
gence I could  colled  concerning  the  death  of 
Charles  XII.  to  enable  the  reader  to  draw  the 
conclufion  which  dial!  feem  the  moft  probable. 

On  reviewing  the  principal  circumffimces  in 
this  myfterious  affair  ; if  we  are  convinced  that 
the  king’s  wound  was  that  of  a mufket  or  pif* 
tol  ball,  yet  that  he  was  not  in  a fituation  to  be 
reached  by  fuch  a fhot  from  the  enemy’s  batte- 
ries; and  that  though  the  belief  of  his  being: 
unfairly  put  to  death  was  general  in  the  army, 
yet  no  inquiry  was  made;  if  we  give  implicit 
credit  to  the  evidence  of  Liewen  and  Carl- 
berg,  and  particularly  the  affertion  of  Liewen, 
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that  the  report  of  the  piece  which  deftroyecl  the 
king  was  that  of  a piftol  j if  we  fuppofe  the  con-* 
feiiion  of  Cronftedt  and  Stiernros  genuine/  the 
remorie  ot  Frederic  fincereand  well  attefted  ; if 
wre  think  the  opinion  of  the  queen - d o wa oer * 
fuffeient  to  convince  our  judgment;  we  muft 
conclude  that  Charles  was  affaflinated.  On  the 
contrary,  if  we  believe  that  the  wound  was  fo 
large,  that  it  mufr  have  been  occafioned  by  a 
ball  from  a falconet,  or  half  falconet,  or  if  not, 
that  the  king  was  liable  to  be  readied  bv  a muf- 
ket-ballj' ; if  we  fee  no  glaring  conti  adici  ions 

between 

'*  In  oppofition  to  the  opinion  of  the  late  queen-dowager,  we 
may  leinaik,  that  her  majefty  was  much  prejudiced  againft  Frede- 
» r^c  °"  Sweden,  and  inclined  to  adopt  and  circulate  any  report 
to  his  diferedit.  Influenced  probably  by  his  mother’s  prejudices, 
thepielent  king  was  at  one. time  fo  convinced,  that  Crorifiedt  had 
afiaffmated  Charles,  as  to  refufe  a cominifiion  to  his  grandfon,  de- 
claring, that  he  never  would  confer  a military  rank  on  the  grarid- 
Jon  of  a perion  who  bad  aflalhnated  the  king  of  Sweden;  but  two 
years  afterwards  he  voluntarily  gave  him  the  cons  million,  candidly 
alleging,  that  he  had  been  miftaken,  and  was  now  convinced  Cron- 
ftedt had  no  fhare  in  the  king’s  affaffimatiOn. 

f A-  prod  that  the  wound  was  made  by  a fmall  ball,  feems 
to  be  derived  from  the  evidence  of  the  following  perfons  of  the 
higheft  rank  and  credibility:  “On  the  12th  of  July,  1746,  be- 
tween five  and  fix  in  the  morning,  the  following  perfons  entered 
the  vault  in  which  is  interred  the  body  of  Charles  the  Twelfth, 
&nd  examined  the  wound  in  his  head.  On  the  right  fide  below  the 
temple  was  a plaiiter  fo  ftrongly  fixed  as  not  to  be  removed  with- 
out great  difficulty ; under  which  they  noticed  an  orifice  which 
ffeemed.  to  delbend  to  the  back  part  of  the  head,  ffiven  lines  long 

and 
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between  the  account  ptibliflied  by.  the  Court* 

and  the  relations  made  by  thofe  who  were  in  the 

*/ 

trenches,  or  if  we  think  that  the  latter  may  have 
been  miftaken  in  feme  material  circumftances ; 
if  we  can  reconcile  the  conduct  of  Frederic  as 
dictated  by  policy,  and  fuch  as  would  be  adopt- 
ed by  any  perfon  in  the  fame  fituation,  though 
not  acceffary  to  the  murder;  we  ought  un- 
doubtedly to  lean  to  the  fide  of  candour  and 
humanity ; we  ought  not  to  credit  furmifes  fo 
injurious  to  characters  otherwife  without  re- 
proach; and  we  are  bound  to  conclude  that 
Charles  fell  by  the  hand  of  the  enemy,  and  not 

and  two  broad.  On  the  left  fide  was  a plaifler  of  the  fame  fize« 
All  the  temple  was  driven  out,  and  the  bones  fhattered  in  fuch  a 
■manner,  as  made  it  eafiy  to  diftinguilh  that  the  ball  went  out  on 
that  fide.  The  face  was  a little  disfigured,  the  mouth  a little  open* 
and  fome  teeth  vifible. 

‘{  Signed,  C.  Harteman,  C.  Ekelblad, 
and  John  von  Hoepken.” 

Mr.  Firman,  an  engraver  of  medals  at  Stockholm,  poflefies  A 
malk  of  plaifter  of  Pans,  moulded  from  the  face  of  Charles  the 
Twelfth,  when  the  king’s  body  lay  at  the  palace  of  Carlfberg  pre- 
vious to  the  interment.  The  infpe&ion  of  this  curious  malk,  be- 
fides  reprefenting  the  exact  features  of  the  monarch,  led  me  to 
make  fome  remarks  on  the  fize  and  fituation  of  the  wound  which 
occafioned  his  death..  The  malk  reaches  no  farther  than  the  ex- 
tremity of  each  temple.  The  mark  of  the  wound  on  the  right 
temple  is  very  vifible,  and  is  not  large.  The  bones  were  appa- 
rently much  fhattered,  but  the  eyes  were  perfedt  in  their  focketsj 
fufficiently  proving,  that  they  were  not  diilodged,  as  Motraye  and 
Voltaire  after  ta 
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Iby  treachery  And  this  opinion  was  likewife 
fupported  by  the  high  authority  of  count  Ponia- 
towlki'f,  the  confidential  friend  of  Charles  XII. 

• See  B.  8.  ch.  4.  for  pofitive  evidence  that  a mufket-ihot  from 
the  batteries  might  have  reached  the  fpot  where  Charles  fell.  The 
reader,  however,  is  referred  to  the  Voyage  de  deux  Francois,  Tom, 
2.  chap.  12.  in  which  the  author  controverts  my  opinion,  and  af- 
ferts  that  Charles  was  actually  aiTaffmated. 

■**  * ■ i 4 •"  - ■'  '•/  1 x. 

t As  I had  the  honour  of  being  informed  by  the  king  of  Po- 
land. 
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Changes  in  the  form  of  the  Swedifh  government. — Inquiry  into  the 
nature  of  the  conftitution  eftablifhed  at  the  Revolution  of  17721, 
—Diet  compofed  of  the  king  and  ftates.— Houfe  of  nobles.— 
Of  the  clergy. — Of  citizens. — Of  peafants.— Mode  of  enacting 
laws, 

H E form  of  the  Swedifh  government  has 
-*•  frequently  varied.  Before  the  acceffion  of 
the  houfe  of  Yafa  in  the  perfon  of  Guftavus  I. 
it  was  a monarchy  wholly  elective,  and  laboured 
under  all  the  evils  infeparable  from  that  moft  de- 
fective fpecies  of  fovereignty.  The  union  of 
Calmar,  which  took  place  in  1397,  ftipulated, 
that  the  fame  monarch  fhould  rule  over  Den- 
mark, Sweden,  and  Norway,  and  be  chofen  by 
the  deputies  from  the  hates  of  the  three  king- 
doms affembled  at  Calmar.  Throughout  the 
whole  period  in  which  thefe  regulations  fubfifted, 
Sweden  was  a tributary  kingdom  to  the  fove- 
reigns  of  Denmark;  or,  in  its  temporary  exer- 
tions to  fhake  off  the  yoke,  drew  on  itfelf  all 
the  horrors  of  foreign  invafion  and  inteftine 
difcord. 

' From  this  hate  of  alternate  oppreffion  and 

anarchy 
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anarchy  it  was  refcuecl  by  Guftavus  Vafa,  on 
whom  the  gratitude  of  the  Swedes  conferred  the 
dominion  of  the  country  which  he  had  deli- 
vered: they  even  renounced  in  his  favour  the 
right  of  electing  their  kings,  and  declared  the 
crown  hereditary  in  his  male  iffue.  The  form 
of  government  eftablifhed  at  his  acceffion, 
though  in  appearance  of  a mixed  nature,  and 
though  it  lodged  the  fupremacy  in  the  alfembly 
of  the  ftates,  yet  entrufted  very  extend  ve  pre- 
rogatives to  the  king.  Thefe  powers,  tranfmit- 

ted  to  his  immediate  pofterity  with  little  dimi- 

■ . • 

nution,  were  augmented  under  Guftavus  Adol- 
phus1, and  the  right  of  fucceftion  was  extended 
to  the  female  line.  But,  during  the  minority 
of  his  daughter  (drift  in  a,  the  government  un- 
derwent an  alteration  unfavourable  to  regal  an- 
thority  : the  privileges  of  the  fen  ate,  or  coun- 
cil of  ftate,  being  enlarged,  gave  afcendancy  to 
the  ariftocratical  party,  or  order  of  nobles ; and 
this  power  was,  by  continual  encroachments, 
carried  to  fitch  an  exorbitant  height,  as  jiiftly 
to  excite  the  fears  and  indignation  of  the  three 

i CZj 

other  orders.  Charles  XI.  artfully  availing  him- 
felf  of  this  dilTatisfadiion,  obtained  from  the 
ftates  a formal  grant  of  abfolute  fovereignty, 
which  quietly  devolved  upon  his  fon  Charles 
XII.  Upon  his  deceafe,  Charles  Frederic,  duke 

of  Iloiftein,  ion  of  his  ekleft  lifter  Hedwige, 

\ • 

ought, 
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ought,  by  the  lav/  of  fucceffion,  to  have  afcenth 
ed  the  throne;  but  the  Swedes  conferred  the 
crown  on  Ulrica  Eleonora,  the  younnefl  lifter  of 
Charles  XII.  Ulrica  purchafed  her  eleblion 
by  ratifying  the  limitations  of  prerogative  im~ 
pofed  by  the  ftates ; and  her  hufband,  Frede- 
ric i.  in  whofe  favour  die  religned  the  crown, 
fecured  their  concurrence  by  fimilar  ftipula- 
tions. 

The  new  form  of  government  eftablifhed  at 
this  juncture,  con  filled  of  fifty-one  articles,  all 
tending  to  abridge  the  power  of  the  crown,  and 
rendered  the  Swedilli  fovereign  the  moft  limited 
monarch  in  Europe.  The  lupreme  legi dative 
authority,  and  the  power  of  declaring  war  and 
making  peace,  redded  in  the  ftates  of  the  realm, 
which  regularly  affembled  every  three  years, 
and  could  only  be  diffolved  by  their  own  con- 
fent. ' During  the  recefs  of  the  diet,  the  execu- 
tive power  was  veiled  in  the  king  and  fenate; 
but  as  the  king  was  bound  to  abide  by  the  opi- 
nion of  the  majority,  and  poffeffed  only  two 
votes,  and  the  calling  voice  in  cafe  of  equal 
fuffrages,  he  was  fubordinate  to  the  fenate,  and 
could  he  conddered  in  no  other  light  than  the 
preddentU  At  the  fame  time  the  fenate  ulti- 
mately 

^ Mr.  Sheridan,  in  his  Hillory  of  the  late  Revolution,  &c.  has 
thus  d cl  meated  the  exorbitant  authority,  veiled  in  the  Hates, 
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mately  depended  upon  the  ftates;  as  its  members, 
though  nominally  appointed  for  life,  were  in  a, 
great  meafure  chofen  by  the  fetes  * ; were  amena- 
ble before  that  affemhl  v,  and  liable  to  be  removed 
from  their  office,  in  cafe  of  real  or  pretended 
malverfation.  Thus  the  fupreme  authority  re- 


p.  145:  “ While  the  hates  were  affembled,  they  were,  in  fa&, 

polfeffed  of  the  whole  fupreme  power.  The  authority  of  the  king 
and  fenate  was  then  fufpended,  &c.  In  fliort,  the  hates  were  veil- 
ed with  the  fame  powers,  independent  of  the  king  and  fenate,  that 
in  England  the  two  houfcs  of  parliament  pollefs  in  conjun&iqn 
with  the  king. 

“ 'The  legillative  power  they  referved  wholly  to  themfelves* 
The  king  and  fenate,  having  no  lhare  whatever  in  it,  did  not  even 
jpolfefs  a negative  on  thole  refolutions  of  the  diet,  which  diredtly 
attacked  the  regal  and  fenatorial  rights.— The  following  powers 
were  likewife  veiled  in  the  hates  alone:  thofe  of  declaring  war, 
or  making  peace ; that  of  altering  the  handard  of  the  coin,  &c. 

“ The  executive  power,  during  the  fitting  of  the  diet,  may  be 
faid  to  have  been,  in  a great  meafure,  lodged  in  a certain  number 
of  perfons  fele<5led  from  the  three  orders  of  the  nobles,  clergy,  and 
burghers,  who  conhituted  what  was  denominated  the  fecret  com- 
mittee, &c.  With  regard  to  the  judicial  power,  the  hates  affumed 
to  themfelves  a right  of  exercifing  that  alfo,  whenever  they  thought 
proper,  b)  taking  at  pleafure  caules  out  of  the  ordinary  courts  of 
juhice,  to  try  them  before  a temporary  tribunal  erected  by  them- 
felves, and  compofed  of  their  own  members.  Nothing  could  be 
piore  formidable  than  the  power  of  this  court,  or  more  fubvedive 
of  liberty}  as,  in  reality,  it  united  within  itfelf  at  once  the  legifla- 
pve,  judicial,  and  executive  powers ; and  it  was  to  decide  princi- 
pally in  cafes  of  treafon.  What  rendered  this  extraordinary  jurif* 
didlion  molt  prepoherous  was,  its  being  generally  at  the  fame  time 
both  judge  and  party.” 


* All  vacancies  in  the  fenate  were  filled  by  the  king  from  three 
candidates  nominated  by  the  ffcates. 
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tided  in  a tumultuous  affembly,  compofed  of  the 
four  orders,  'into  which  many  nobles  without 
property,  tradefmen,  and  peafants,  were  ad- 
mitted; m oft  of  whom  were  of  courfe  fubjeCt  to 
all  the  corruption  and  influence  to  which  needy 
and  ignorant  reprefentatives  are  expofed.  Al- 
though all  ftatutes  were  figned  by  the  king,  and 
the  ordinances  of  the  fenate  blued  in  his  name ; 
yet  he  did  not  in  either  cafe  poffefs  a negative; 
and  to  obviate  the  poffibility  of  an  attempt  to 
exercife  that  power,  it  was,  in  the  diet  of  l756y 
enaCted,  that  “ in  all  affairs,  without  excep- 
tion, which  had  hitherto  required  the  fign  ma- 
nual, his  majefty’s  name  might  be  affixed  by  a 
ftamp,  whenever  he  fhould  decline  his  fignature 
at  the  firft  or  fecond  requeft  of  the  fenate.”  In 
confequence  of  this  refolution,  the  royal  figna- 
ture was  actually  engraved,  and  applied  to  the 
ordinary  difpatches  of  government,  under  the 
direction  of  the  fenate  In  a word,  the  kins? 
enjoyed  the  mere  name  of  royalty;  he  was  only 
the  oftenfible  inftrument  in  the  hands  of  one 
of  the  two  great  parties,  which  divided  and  go- 
verned the  kingdom,  as  either  obtained  the  fu- 
perior  influence  in  the  diet. 

We  cannot  but  remark  on  this  fubjeCt,  that 
the  Swedes,  who,  during  the  reigns  of  Charles 
XL  and  XII.  had  reluctantly  fubmitted  to  the 
* Sheridan,  p,  i88.  Cantxler,  p.  71. 

defpotifoi 
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defpotifm  of  their  fovereigns,  knew  not  how  to 
life  their  liberty : they  intern perafely  ran  into 
the  contrary  extreme ; and,  in  order  to  difable 
the  king  from  recovering  arbitrary  power,  de- 
fpoiled  him  of  thofe  juft  and  necdfary  preroga- 
tives, which  in  a monarchical  conftitution  can 
alone  form  a barrier  againfi:  arifiocratical  ufur- 
pation  and  popular  fadions;  as  if  they  were  ig- 
norant of  any  medium  between  abfolute  domi- 
nion and  anarchv,  or  between  licentioufnefs  and 
fervitude. 

The  grofs  de feels  in  this  new  form  of  govern- 
ment occafioned  conftant  ftruggles  between  the 
fovereign  and  fubjeds,  on  one  fide  to  in- 
creafe,  on  the  other  to  deprefs,  the  royal  pre- 
rogative; until  Guftavus  effeded  the  revo- 
lution of  1772.  It  is  needlefs  to  enter  into 
any  detail  of  this  extraordinary  event,  as  Mr. 
Sheridan,  who  was  fecretary  to  the  Britilh  en- 
voy at  Stockholm,  has  given  to  the  world  an 
ample  and  accurate  detail  of  the  whole  tranf- 
adion  Perfons  of  the  mod  oppofite  parties 
, in  Sweden  unanimoufly  concur  in  commending 
the  fidelity  of  Mr,  Sheridan’s  hiitory,  and  in 
preferring’  it  to  the  numerous  narratives  of  that 
important  event;  and  the  king  frequently  ac- 
knowledged its  general  authenticity.  The  in-* 

* A Hiftory  of  the  late  Revolution  in  Sweden,  See.  by  Charles 
Francis  Sheridan,  Efq. 
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genious  author  has  developed  with  precifion  and 
truth  the  dreadful  abufes  occafioned  by  the 
fyftem  of  goyerment  eftabliihed  in  1730,  and 
traced,  with  a mafterly  hand,  the  judicious  and 
fpirited  condudl  of  Guftavus  the  Third,  But  in 
this  account,  admirable  as  it  is,  he  has  advanc- 
ed a capital  mifhike  ; which,  as  it  has  fallen  from 
a perfon  of  fuch  refpedlable  authority,  and  feems 
generally  prevalent  in  foreign  countries,  de- 
ferves  particular  difcuffion.  I allude  to  his  af- 
fertion,  that  the  king  of  Sweden  is  “no  lefs  ab- 
folute  at  Stockholm  than  the  French  monarch 
at  Verfailles,  and  the  Grand  Signor  at  Conftan^ 
tinople*;”  whereas  the  fovereign,  though  pof* 
felled  of  great  prerogatives,  is  yet  in  many  im* 
portant  jnllances  a limited  monarch. 

The  whole  executive  power  is  virtually  yelled 
in  the  king : for  though  it  is  faid  to  be  entrulled 
to  him  conjointly  with  the  fenate,  yet  as  he  ap« 
points  and  removes  all  the  members  of  that 
council,  and  in  the  adminiliration  of  affairs 
only  alks  their  advice,  without  being  bound  to 
follow  it,  he  is  abfolute  mailer  of  the  fenate  j~ f 

The 

# p.  301. 

t Article  4th.  In  fome  few  inftances,  however,  namely,  in  the 
negociations  of  peace,  truces,  and  alliances,  the  king  js  bound  to 
follow  the  opinion  of  the  fenators,  in  cafe  they  are  unanimous ; but 
as  it  is  fcarcely  podible  that  feventeen  fenators,  appointed  and  re? 
moveable  by  him,  fhould  be  unanimous  fn  their  oppohtion,  we 
VQJU  IV,  H may 
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The  king  has  the  command  of  the  army  and 
navy,  and  fills  up  all  commiffions;  he  likewife 
nominates  to  all  civil  offices  *.  He  has  the  foie 
power  of  convening  and  diffolving  the  ftates, 
and  is  not  obliged  to  affemble  them  at  any  fiated 
period  f;  he  has  rendered  many  of  the  taxes 
perpetual,  enjoys  a fixed  revenue,  and  has  the 
difpofal  of  the  public  money. 

Such  are  the  prerogatives  which  are  annexed 
to  his  crown ; but  however  enormous  they  may 
appear,  efpecially  when  compared  with  the  fieri- 
der  degree  of  authority  poffeffed  by  the  throne 
before  that  period;  yet  they  by  no  means 
amount  to  defpotifm.  The  two  great  features* 
which  eflentially  diflinguifli  an  arbitrary  from 
a limited  monarch,  are  the  right  of  enacting 
and  repealing  laws,  and  the  impofition  of  taxes 
without  confent  of  the  fubjedt;  neither  of  which 
are  exercifed  by  the  king  of  Sweden.  The  le- 
giflative  authority  refides  jointly  in  him  and  in 

may  fairly  allow  the  king  to  have  the  command  of  the  fenate.  Art, 
6th.  In  the  high  courts  of  juftice,  indeed,  con  filling  of  feven  fe- 
nators,  to  which  a final  appeal  lies  from  all  the  inferior  courts, 
the  king  has  only  two  voices,  and  a calling  vote  if  the  opinions  are 
equal.  But  yet,  in  this  inltance,  as  he  nominates  and  removes  at 
his  pleafure  their  judges,  he  has  the  entire  difpofal  of  their  fuL 
frages.  Art.  8th. 

* Art  65  alfo  22.  25.  and  31-, 

f Art.  380 
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the  ftates # ; and  the  40th  article  fpecifies  “that 
the  king  ihall  have  no  power  to  make  new  laws* 
without  the  knowledge  and  affent  of  the  hates ; 
nor  abrogate  an  old  one  received  formerly  f.” 
Concerning  the  impohtion  of  taxes,  it  is  hipu- 
lated,  that  the  king  ihall  not  levy  money  with- 
out the  confent  of  the  hates,  except  in  the  cafe 
of  adlual  invahon  % ; but  at  the  conclufion  of 
the  war  he  Ihall  be  obliged  to  fummon  them^ 
and  the  new  taxes  ihall  be  aboliihed.  In  addi- 
tion  to  thefe  two  important  reftri&ions,  he  can- 
not declare  war,  nor  alter  the  coin,  without 
their  concurrence,  and  if  called  upon  by  them 
when  convened,  is  obliged  to  account  tor  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money  ||. 

* Mr.  Sheridan  is  wrong,  in  faying  that  the  ftates  were  to  deli- 
berate upon  nothing  but  what  the  king  thought  proper  to  lay  before 
them ; they  having  a right,  as  well  to  propofe  laws,  as  to  negative 
thofe  propofed  by  the  king.  See  Art.  420 

f Art.  48. 

I Mr.  Sheridan,  upon  this  article,  fays,  “ By  a third,  though 
hismajefty  did  not  openly  claim  a power  of  impofing  taxes  on  all 
occafions,  yet  fuch  as  already  fubfifted  were  to  be  perpetual ; and 
in  cafe  of  invafion,  or  pr e£ing  necejjity , the  king  might  impofe  fome 
taxes,  till  the  ftates  could  be  affembleck  But  his  majefty  was  to  be 
the  judge  of  this  neceflity;  and  we  have  feen  that  the  meeting  of 
the  ftates  depended  wholly  on  his  will  and  pleafure.  P.  3 °7,'“ 
"There  are  no  fuch  words  as  preffing  necejjity  in  the  new  articles  of 
government,  but  the  exercife  of  this  power  is  ftrhftly  confined  to 
the  cafe  of  aftual  invafion:  the  words  are,  “ Yet  that  unhappy 
cafe  excepted,  when  the  kingdom  ftiould  be  attacked  by  an 
,army.” 


ft  Articles  44.  46-50? 
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Though  the  king  is  fubjeCt  to  thefe  material 
limitations;  yet,  as  his  ordinary  revenue  is  per- 
petual, and  the  meeting  of  the  hates  depends 
Solely  upon  his  pleafure,  he  may,  it  may  be  urg- 
ed, govern  without  eontroul,  fo  long  as  he  re- 
quires no  additional  fubfidies.  But  as  he  can- 
not enaCt  laws,  declare  war,  or  levy  taxes,  with- 
out confent  of  the  diet ; emergencies  mu  ft  oc- 
cur, which  may  render  it  neceffary  to  convene 
that  affembly ; when  grievances  may  be  redrefs- 
ed,  and  breaches  in  the  conftitution  repaired. 

In  fact,  the  prefent  king,  though  neither 
prehed  by  foreign  war,  nor  by  any  material  exit 
gency,  did,  in  fix  years  after  the  ehabliihment 
of  the  new  form  of  government,  conceive  it  ex- 
pedient to  fummon  the  hates,  and  experienced 
that  opposition  which  characterizes  the  rep  re- 
fentatives  of  a free  people.  In  the  houfe  of  no- 
bles, for  inhance,  a memorial  was  laid  on  the 
table,  declaring  there  were  no  fixed  laws;  that 
the  form  of  government  eftablifhed  in  1772, 
was  tor  fome  time  obferved  ; but  lately  many  of 
the  king's  friends  appealed  to  that  of  1616,  as 
the  proper  model  by  which  the  admin ihrati on, 
was  to  regulate  its  proceedings.  Which  consti- 
tution is  to  be  confidered  as  at  prefent  fubfih- 
ing  ?— ’Other  proportions  very  offenhve  to  thq 
royal  ear  were  difeuifed,  and  the  memorial  wras 
intended  to  be  formally  recited  at  the  next; 
meeting;  to  prevent  which  mcafure,  the  king 
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diffolved  the  hates.  His  majehy,  in  the  fpeech 
delivered  on  that  occafion,  declared  himfelf 
chagrined  at  the  complaints  unjuhly  levelled 
againh  his  conduct.  He  added,  that  the  form 
of  government  ehablifhed  in  1772  fhould  al- 
ways be  regarded  by  him  as  the  true  conftitu- 
tion ; he  never  wifhed  to  deviate  from  it  in  the 
flighted  degree,  and  as  many  perlons  had  en- 
deavoured to  create  a mifunderhanding  between 
him  and  the  hates,  he  took  the  refolution  of 
diffolving  them  : a ftyle  of  harangue  that  would 
not  have  been  adopted  by  an  abfolute  monarch. 

In  a word,  whether  the  prefent  form  of  go- 
vernment be  likely  to  laft,  or  whether  it  may 
not  be  as  hid  den  ly  overturned  as  it  was  intro- 
duced by  a new  revolution  ? whether  it  may 
not,  in  procefs  of  time,  degenerate  into  an  ar- 
bitrary monarchy,  or  relapfe  into  its  priftine  anar- 
chy ? are  not  here  the  objects  of  inquiry.  The 
queftion  relates  folely  to  the  nature  of  the  prefent 
conhitution,  which  the  more  accurately  we  ex- 
amine, the  lefs  lcrupuloufly  fhall  we  decide,  that 
the  king  of  Sweden  is  a limited,  and  not  a des- 
potic fovereign. 

The  truth  of  this  obfervation,  is  hill  farther 
confirmed  by  the  tranfa&ions  of  the  diet  which 
alfembled  in  May  1786,  in  which  feveral  new 
regulations  were  fettled,  tending  to  limit  the 
prerogative  in  the  power  of  making,  amending, 
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and  repealing  laws,  of  removing  perfons  from 
public  employments,  in  the  impbfition  of  taxes$ 
and  the  permanency  of  the  teveniie. 

In  regard  to  the  power  of  making,  amending, 
and  repealing  laws,  it  was  long  a quehion  of  dif- 
pute,  whether  a bill  being  propofed  by  the  king, 
if  two  houfes  approved  of  it,  and  two  diffented, 
the  decifion  fhould  be  left  to  the  crown;  but  it 
was  refolved  by  the  hates,  and  agreed  to  by  the 
king,  that  under  thefe  circumhances  the  pro- 
poled  bill  lhould  not  take  place,  and  that  the 
opinion  of  three  houfes  lhould  be  conlidered  as 
the  fenfe  of  the  hates;  all  quehions  of  privi- 
lege and  taxation  excepted,  in  which  the  una- 
nimous confent  of  the  four  houfes  lhould  be  re- 
quihte. 

With  refpedl  to  the  power  of  removing  per- 
fons from  public  employments,  it  was  refolved 
that,  as  the  king,  in  the  fecond  article  of  the 
form  of  government,  promifes  not  to  ruin  any 
man  as  to  his  life  and  honour,  body  or  welfare , 
unlefs  lawfully  convicted  and  judged  fo ; under 
the  word  welfare  are  included  public  offices  and 
employments.  No  man,  therefore,  can  be  de^ 
prived  of  any  civil*  military,  or  ecclehaftical 
'employment,  without  previous  trial  or  judg- 
ment, according  to  the  laws  of  the  land,  ex- 
cepting thefe  officers  of  hate,  and  committees 
mentioned  in  the  form  of  government,  who 
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are  liable,  as  before,  to  be  removed  by  the 
king. 

As  to  the  taxes  and  revenue,  it  was  decreed, 
that  the  fubfidies  voted  at  the  preceding  diet 
to  remain  in  force  till  the  next  meeting  of  the 
hates,  ffiould  now  be  continued  four  years  only, 
and  that  one  per  cent,  ffiould  be  deduced  ; a 
deduction  which,  however  fmall,  was  made  to 
prove,  that  the  grant  of  the  extraordinary  reve- 
nues depended  entirely  on  the  diet,  and  that  the 
revenue  of  the  crown  was  by  no  means  fixed 
and  permanent.  An  important  regulation,  which 
almoft  renders  it  necefiary  for  the  king  to  fum- 
m oh  the  diet  in  four  years,  unlefs  he  can  render 
(what  is  not  poffible)  his  fixed  revenue  equal  to 
the  public  expenditure. 

But  as  an  additional  proof  that  the  king,  by 
the  revolution  of  1772,  was  not  defpotic,  he 
fince  obtained  new  prerogatives ; and  effected, 
with  the  content  of  the  ftates,  fome  changes  in 
the  form  of  government,  which  render  him  ftill 
more  powerful. 

When  the  king  was  leading  his  army  into 
Rufiia,  and  was  preparing  to  befiege  Frederic- 
fiiam,  which  had  he  taken,  he  might  have 
marched  without  interruption  to  the  gates  of 
Peterffiurgh,  he  was  checked  in  the  midfi;  of 
his  career,  by  the  revolt  of  feveral  officers,  who 
cefufed  to  pals  the  limits  of  Swedifli  Finland, 
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under  pretence  that  the  king  had  no  power  to 
carry  on  offenfive  war  without  the  confent  of 
the  hates.  A defpotic  fovereign  would  have  in- 
ftantly  arrefted  and  condemned  the  refra&ory 
officers  to  death,  appointed  others  in  their 
places,  and  continued  his  progrefs  agaitift  the 
enemy.  But  the  king,  who  was  not  defpo* 
tic,  arrefted  the  officers,  fent  them  to  Stock- 
holm, to  be  tried  according  to  the  laws  of  their 
country,  and  recalled  his  troops  from  the  Ruf- 
fian territory.  Not  long  afterwards  he  conven- 
ed the  ftates,  laid  before  them  the  motives  which 
induced  him  to  attack  Ruffia,  obtained  from 
the  majority  of  the  tour  houfes  an  approbation 
of  his  conduct,  and  fupplies  for  the  fupport  of 
the  war. 

Convinced  alio  from  recent  experience,  that 
the  king  ought  to  poftefs  the  power  of  declaring 
oftenfive  war,  and  difpofmg  of  all  military  com- 
miffions,  he  propofed,  under  the  title  of  the 
A6t  of  Union  and  Safety,  feVeral  alterations  in 
the  new  form  of  government.  The  three  houfes 
of  clergy,  burghers,  and  peafants,  acceded  to 
ihisadt;  but  as  the  nobles  oppofed  it,  and  re- 
futed to  regifter  It  as  the  fenfe  of  the  ftates,  the 
king  ventured  to  arreft  the  principal  perfons  in 
Opposition,  and  fummoning  the  ftates  to  his  pa- 
lace, addrefled  the  order  of  nobles: — “I  have 
waited  with  every  indulgence  the  iifue  of  your 
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long*  deliberations,  in  hope  that  patience  and 
reflection  would  at  length  overcome  your  oppo- 
fition.  I find,  however,  that  this  hope  has 
proved  fruitlefs ; knowing  that  the  interefls  of 
my  fubjeds  will  not  admit  of  longer  delay,  and 
as  the  laws  of  the  kingdom,  and  the  refolutions 
of  the  diet  in  I78bj  hate  that  every  future  ad„ 
tending  to  explain  the  conftitution  (and  fuch  is 
the  Act  of  Safety)  fhould  become  a law  by  the 
plurality  of  the  orders  of  the  ftate,  I confide? 
that  your  prefident,  Count  Lowenhaupt,  is  fully 
competent  to  fign  the  ad,  in  the  name  and  on 
behalf  of  your  order.”  Count  Lowenhaupt  im- 
mediately figned  it.  Thefe  ftrong  meafures  were 
not  effeded  without  the  connivance  of  the  three 
other  houfes;  and  the  bulk  of  the  people  un- 
doubtedly faded  with  the  king. 

The  king  has  ftill  further  extended  the  prero- 
gative, and  diminifhed  the  influence  of  the  no- 
bles, by  abolifhing  the  fenate,  which,  though 
deprived  of  its  powers  by  the  revolution  of 
1772,  was  the  principal  fupport  of  the  ariflo- 
cratical  intereft,  and  the  great  channel  of  po* 
iitical  and  judicial  difcuffion.  Infiead  of  a 
body  confined  to  the  nobles,  and  conftituting  the 
hrft  fupreme  court  of  juftice,  whofe  confent  was 
neceflary  to  render  valid  all  ads  and  decrees  of  the 
crown,  the  king  appointed  a new  council,  di- 
vided into  two  departments,  l Called  the  court 

of 
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of  revifion  for  judicial  affairs,  or  the  iupreme 
court  of  judicature,  without  appeal,  and  com 
lifting  of  fix  nobles  and  ftx  commoners.  2.  For 
matters  of  inferior  economy,  confifting  of  eight 
nobles  and  four  commoners. 

But  even  by  thefe  increafed  prerogatives,  com 
ferred  on  the  crown  by  the  A6t  of  Safety*,  the 
king  is  ftill  far  from  being  a defpot;  becaufe  he 
does  not  poftefs,  what  I muft  conftder  as  the 
two  great  features  of  defpotifm,  the  power  of 
ena6ting  laws,  and  impofin-g  taxes.  Though  he 
now  enjoys  the  prerogative  of  declaring  war 
and  making  peace,  yet  as  he  cannot  fupport  a 
war  without  fubftdies,  or  impofe  a Angle  tax 
without  confent  of  the  ftates,  the  declaration  of 
war  is  a mere  formality,  and  muft  ultimately  de- 
pend on  their  approbation. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  enter  into  a contro- 
verfy,  how  far  the  powers  poffeffed  by  the  king, 
are  too  great  for  the  fovereign  of  a free  people ; 
or  whether  the  ftates  have  acted  unwifely  in 
granting  fuch  an  extent  of  prerogative : this 
much  is  certain,  that  the  changes  were  effected 
by  the  con  lent  of  the  majority  of  the  ftates,  and 
with  the  concurrence  of  the  people  at  large  ; 
and  that  the  fame  powers  which  acceded  to  the 

* The  prerogative  of  the  crown  was  ftill  further  enlarged  in  the 
diet  which  met  at  Norkioping  in  1800,  The  king  was  eiitrufted 
with  the  power  of  changing  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  taxes 
aiK£>ofed  by  the  diet. 
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ACt  of  Safety  may  on  fome  future  occafion,  lh 
xilit  the  royal  prerogative,  if  found  too  danger- 
ous to  the  liberty  of  the  fubje6h  The  king  has 
a fmall  handing  army ; the  greater  part  of  the 
troops  confift  of  a national  militia,  who,  inftead 
of  fupporting  him  in  arbitrary  meafures,  would 
be  the  firft  to  oppofe  him.  And  as  almoft  the 
whole  body  of  the  nobility,  whom  he  has  dif- 
gufted  and  lowered*  watch  his  conduct  with  a 
jealous  eye,  and  are  ready  to  moleft  his  govern- 
ment, whenever  he  fummons  the  hates,  the  per- 
manence of  his  authority  ultimately  depends  on 
conciliating  the  three  houfes  of  the  clergy,  ci- 
tizens, and  peafants,  and  on  the  affections  of  hi$ 
people. 

The  diet,  in  which  refides  the  fupreme  legif- 
lative  authority,  is  compofed  of  the  king,  whofe 
prerogatives  have  been  already  related  ; and  the 
ftates,  which  are  convened  at  the  foie  will  of 
the  crown,  and  confift  of  the  four  houfes— 

Of  Nobles;  of  the  Clergy  ; of  Citizens;  and 
of  Peafants. 

The  Houfe  of  Nobles. 

The  nobles  are  divided  into  counts,  barons, 
and  untitled  nobility.  A family  once  ennobled 
"continues  fo  from  generation  to  generation,  as 
well  in  the  direCt  line  as  in  its  various  collateral 
branches*  : all  poffefs  the  fame  general  privileges, 

which 

® The  reader  will  excufe  the  length  of  the  following  quotation, 
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which  confift  principally  in  the  capacity  of  be- 
ing fenators,  chamberlains,  or  of  holding  other 
civil  employments  about  the  king’s  perfon  and 
court,  and  in  an  exemption  from  the  poll  tax. 

as  well  in  confideration  of  the  juftnefs  of  the  remarks,  and  its  ap- 
plication to  the  fubjeft  in  the  text,  as  becaufe  it  clearly  and  pre- 
cifely  afcertains  the  difference  between  the  Englifh  and  foreign  no* 
bility. 

England  is  the  only  country  in  Europe  where  the  diftin&ion* 
for  inftance,  of  noble  and  not  noble,  is  carried  no  farther  than  the 
nature  of  the  government  requires  itihould;  becaufe  there  the  no- 
bility do  not,  as  fuch,  form  a diftin£t  clafs  from  the  reft  of  the  na- 
tion. As  it  is  only  the  head  of  each  noble  family,  who  is  there 
entitled  to  the  honours  and  privileges  of  the  peerage,  it  is  not  the 
man  who  can  count  a long  train  of  titled  anceftors,  but  the  heredi- 
tary  legiflator,  who  is  himfelf  noble.  The  younger  branches  of  thefe 
families,  as  they  have  no  fhare  in  the  legiflature,  are  but  little,  if 
(by  courtefy)  at  all  diftinguifhed  from  their  fellow-fubje£ts ; with 
whom  they  and  their  defendants  aflimilate,  and  are  foon,  if  I may 
fo  exprefs  myfelf,  melted  down  into  the  general  mafs  of  the  peo- 
ple. Hence  thefe  become  a fort  of  link  between  the  nobility  and 
the  commoners ; a link  that,  connedting  their  interefts,  prevents  all 
divifton  between  thefe  two  orders  in  their  capacity  of  members  of 
the  fame  fociety,  and  which  forms  of  that  fociety  a continued 
chain,  no  part  of  which  can  be  touched  without  effecting,  by  an 
almoft  eledtrical  communication,  all  the  reft.  In  other  countries, 
where  thofe  who  have  been  once  ennobled  tranfmit  the  honours 
and  privileges  of  nobility  to  all  their  pofterity  alike,  there  is  no 
link  to  conneft  the  nobles  to  the  reft  of  the  nation  5 on  the  con- 
trary, a line  is  drawn  between  them  to  perpetuity 5 a line  which 
•Cuts,  as  it  were,  the  chain  of  fociety  in  two,  the  fevered  ends  of 
which  appear  rather  to  repel  than  attratt  each  other.  There,  con- 
fequently,  that  conjunftion  of  views  and  interefts  cannot  take 
place  in  the  nation  at  large,  to  which  I have  faid  a free  conftitu- 
tkm  rauft,  in  a great  degree,  owe  its  fafety.”  Sheridan,  p.  143. 
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The  power  of  creating  new  nobility  is  veiled  in 
the  king*;  but  the  number  is  limited.  A diet 
held  under  Adolphus  Frederic,  enabled,  that  no 
additional  nobles  Ihould  be  appointed  until  the 
families  of  this  order  were  reduced  to  1200,  and 
at  the  revolution  of  1772,  the  king  obtained  the 
right  of  adding  150.  The  head  of  each  noble 
family,  in  the  direbt  line,  is  by  birth  a member 
of  this  houfe,  and  reprefents,  in  his  perfon,  all 
the  younger  part  of  that  line,  as  well  as  the  col- 
lateral branches.  If  a fenator,  he  is  incapaci- 
tated from  a place  in  the  diet,  but  enjoys  the 
power  of  transferring  his  feat  to  another  noble. 
The  feat  of  a representative,  who  declines  at* 
tending,  is  filled  by  the  perfon  next  in  fuceef* 
Son*.  If  each  head  attended,  the  members 
prefent  in  the  houfe  would  amount  to  1200;  but 
as  they  are  not  compelled  to  affifl  at  the  diet, 
the  number  of  reprefentatives  varies.  In, the  late 
reign,  when  their  votes  were  of  greater  confe- 
quence  than  under  the  prefent  form  of  govern- 
ment, they  ufually  amounted  to  500  or  600,. 

* Formerly  each  head  had  the  power  of  transferring  his  feat  to 
^ny  one  noble;  but  as  this  privilege  gave  rife  to  a fcandalous  traf- 
fic of  felling  feats  (fee  Sheridan,  p.  1^9}  the  houfe  paffed  a decree,, 
prohibiting  any  repreientative  from  appointing  a noble  of  another 
family  to  be  his  fubftitute,  to  the  prejudice  of  his  own  family  in, 
all  its  collateral  branches,  any  of  whom  might,  in  preference  to 
an  alien,  claim  a right  of  alfifting  at  a diet,  if  the  chief  declined  ‘at* 
tending. 

and 
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pud  on  a remarkable  occafion,  when  Adolphus 
Frederic  intimated  a defign  of  abdicating  the 
throne,  above  1000  took  their  feats.  In  the 
late  diet  of  1778,  700  made  their  appearance 

The  nobles  ufed  to  decide  by  majority;  but 
in  the  diet  of  1774,  the  king  introduced  a new 
mode  of  voting  into  the  houfe  of  nobles,  which 
promifed  to  increafe  the  influence  to  the  crown ; 
but  has  not  anfwered  that  expe&ation.  He  d'u 
vided  the  houfe  into  three  clafles  : l.  Counts 
and  Barons,  called  Herre  Clajfen . 2.  The  30Q 

oldeft  families,  neither  Counts  nor  Barons,  and 
the  fons  of  thofe  who  have  the  title  of  Excel- 
lency, called  Riddare,  or  Knights.  3.  The  re- 
mainder of  the  nobility,  called  Swerne  Clajfen , 
Each  of  thefe  clafles  votes  feparately;  and  the 
queftion  is  determined  by  the  majority  of  the 
clalfes. 

The  fecond  Houfe  is  that  of  the  Clergy  f . 

The 

* The  governors  of  provinces,  and  the  colonels  of  each  regi- 
ment, attend  the  fittings  of  the  diet,  to  deliver  in  their  reports* 
but  they  have  no  vote,  excepting  when  they  take  their  feats,  as 
representatives  in  their  own  right,  or  by  the  transfer  of  the  head;, 
of  noble  families.  Thefe  circumftances  have  induced  fome  au- 
thors erroneoufly  to  affert  that  the  governors  and  colonels  are,  from 
their  offices,  entitled  to  feats  and  votes  in  the  houfe  of  nobles. 

•f  The  Lutheran  is  the  eftabliffied  religion  of  Sweden,  The 
members  are  biffiops,  domprofts  or  deans,  projis  or  archdeacons, 
pajlors  or  reftors,  and  comminifiers  or  perpetual  curates.  There  are 
fourteen  4i°cefes  j the  ajxhbiffiopric  of  Upfala,  and  the  biffiopxics 

of 
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The  reprefentatives  of  this  order  confift  of 
the  fourteen  bifhops,  and  a certain  number  of 
ecclefiaftics.  The  king’s  writ  being  ilfued,  the 
chapter  or  ecclefiaftical  court  of  each  diocefe* 
difpatches  a circular  letter  to  the  archdea- 
con of  a diftridl  having  the  right  of  ele&ion ; 
who  communicates  the  fummons  to  the  clergy- 
men of  the  feveral  parities.  Every  perfon  pof~ 
felling  a benifice,  and  every  upper  and  under 
matter  of  the  royal  fchools,  is  an  eledtor,  and 
may  be  a candidate  to  reprefent  the  diitridt 
The  ele6tors  meet  at  fome  place  towards  the 
center  of  the  archdeaconry,  and  the  perfon  who 
has  the  greateft  number  of  votes  is  chofen  re- 

of  Lindkoeping,  Skara,  Strasngnoes,  Wcefteras,  Wexio,  Abo,  Lnnd? 
Borgo,  Gotheborg,  Calmar,  Carlftadt,  Hermofand,  and  Wifby  or 
Gothland.  The  revenues  of  Upfala  and  Wceiferas  amount  to  about 
£.1,000  per  annum  j and  thofe  of  the  loweft  bifhoprics  to  £.500-. 
The  bifhops  are  bound  to  refidence,  excepting  during  the  meet- 
ing of  the  diet.  The  chapters  of  Upfala,  Eund,  and  Abo,  which 
are  univerfities,  are  compofed  of  the  bifhops,  deans,  who  are  always 
frimarii  profejfores  of  divinity,  and  the  other  profeffors  of  divinity  § 
in  thofe  diocefes  in  which  there  ar tgymnaji^  they  confift  of  the  bi- 
ftiop,  dean,  and  the  leftores  gymnafii  or  profeflqrs,  In  the  diocefe 
of  Wifby  or  Gothland,  the  chapter  is  formed  by  the  bilhop  and  the 
neighbouring  reftors.  There  are  alfo  three  fuperintendents,  who 
rank  as  bilhops,  but  do  not  fit  in  the  houfe : the  firft  chaplain  to 
the  king;  the  reflor  of  St,  Nicolas  at  Stockholm;  and  the  f}rft: 
Chaplain  of  the  navy. 

* The  comminijlers , or  perpetual  curates,  have  alfo  a right  to 
Chufc  one  representative  from  the  comminilters  of  each  diocefe  s 
but  as  they  are  bound  to  pay  the  reprefentative,  they  feldom  make 
yje  of  their  privilege, 


IIS  rRAVEIS  IN  SWEDEN,  B.  7, 

prefentative.  The  bifhops  are  obliged  to  defray' 
their  own  expences  at  the  fittings  of  the  diet, 
though  they  ufually  receive,  in  the  larger  dio- 
cefes,  1 5S,  per  day,  and  iu  the  fmaller  ios. ; 
but  the  other  members  are  paid  by  their  con-- 
Hituents  about  5 $.  or  6 s.  per  day.  The  nura^ 
her  of  the  reprefentatives  is  uncertain,  becaufe 
each  archdeaconry  has  the  privilege  of  fend-* 
in  gone  member,  or  of  joining  with  another  in 
}he  choice  of  one : they  have  been  feldom  left 
than  50,  and  have  never  exceeded  80, 

The  third  Houfe  is  that  of  the  Citizens. 

Sweden  contains  104  towns,  which  enjoy  the 
privilege  of  fending  members  to  the  diet.  Every 
citizen  of  thefe  towns  engaged  in  trade  and 
commerce,  being  a freeman,  and  paying  taxes 
to  the  town,  is  at  the  age  of  21  an  elector*; 
and  every  citizen,  even  the  loweft  dradefman* 
who  has  been  a freeman  during  feven  years,  or 
an  alderman  during  three,  and  has  attained  the 

* The  right  of  voting  depends,  in  different  places,  on  different 
qualifications.  In  fome  places  it  is  derived  from  a certain  affefT- 
ment  upon  capitals  employed  in  trade;  in  others  a tax  upon  land 
without  the  boundaries  of  the  town,  &c.  In  all  cafes,  perfon$ 
who  in  this  manner  contribute  largely  to  the  public  imports,  enjoy 
an  additional  number  of  voices  proportionate  to  the  multiples 
which  they  pay : fuppofmg,  for  inftance,  an  annual  rate  of  zs . 64* 
qualifies  for  a vote,  any  perfop  paying  §s.  has  two;  icu.  four  votes; 
and  fo  on.  In  Gotheborg  there  are  about  iooq  electors,  and  fome 
rich  merchants  poffefs  feveral  hundred  votes* 
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age  of  24,  is  qualified  to  be  a rep  refen  tali  ve* 
Summons  from  the  crown  he  I no;  iffired,  the  a*o- 
vernors  of  the  provinces  tranfmit  them  to  the 
mayor  and  aldermen  of  each  town  having*  the 
rigdit  of  appointing*  members*  The  mayor  ah 
fembles  the  electors  in  the  town-hall,  and  their 
choice  is  determined  by  the  majority  : none  but 
freemen  are  permitted  to  he  prefent.  Each  re- 
prefentative  receives  from  his  conftituents  a 
Email  contribution;  which,  in  the  larger  towns 
amounts  to  about  15  s.,  and  in  the  fmaller  to 
os.  4 s.  or  2s.  6d.  a day,  during  their  attend- 
ance at  the  diet.  The  number  of  members, 
who  reprefented  this  order,  was  never  precifely 
the  fame.  Each  ftaple  town  has  indeed  the 
right  of  fending  two  ; fome  of  the  largeft,  fuch 
as  Gotheborg,  Nordkioping,  G eflie,  and  a few 
others,  three;  Stockholm  always  deputed  ten*; 
but  fometimes  one  or  two  fmall  towns  joined  to 
debt  only  one  deputy,  and  at  other  times  each 
appointed  its  own  members.  The  ufual  number 
feldom  fell  iliort  of  too,  and  never  exceeded 
£00. 

The  fourth  Houfe  is  that  of  the  Peafants. 

1 lie  definition  of  a peafant  is  a farmer  em- 
ployed in  agriculture,  poffeffing*  land  of  a cer-. 


* this  number  four  are  elected  from  the  mayor  and  aldermen, 
two  from  the  wholelale.  merchants,  two  from  retail  traders,  and, 
two  from  perfons  engaged  in  handicraft  trades. 
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tain  tenure,  who  has  never  followed  trade,  nor 
enjoyed  a civil  office.  This  description  include'*, 
only  thofe  whofe  anceftors  were  alio  farmers, 
•and  does  not  entitle  either  nobles,  citizens,  or 
even  country  gentlemen,  though  they  may  pur- 
chafe  the  pcafant’s  eft  ate,  either  to  vote,  or  to 
be  returned  a member.  The  land  qualifying  the 
farmer,  who  is  a peafant,  to  be  an  elector,  mu  ft 
be  either  crown  land,  or  his  own  property.  The 
moft  valuable  of*  fhele  eflates  may  be  worth 


£.60 0,  and  the  pooreft  about  £.30.  If  the  land 
is  poffeffied  by  two  or  more  peaiants,  the  vote  is 
fplit  among  the  proprietors,  each  enjoying  that 
fhare  of  the  vote  which  is  proportionate  to  his 
lhare  of  the  farm  * ; but  each  is  qualified  to  be 
a reprefen tative.  Thefe  peafants  may  be  divid- 
ed into  three  daffies : l.  Peafants  whofe  farms 
confift  of  crown  lands,  which  they  enjoy  for 
life  on  the  payment  of  an  annual  quit-rent,  and 
from  which  they  cannot  be  removed,  but  by 
being  formally  proved  guilty  ot  neglecting  the 
culture.  On  the  death  of  the  proprietor,  the 


leafe  is  almoft  always  granted  to  the  eldeft  foil. 
<2.  and  3.  Peaiants  who  have  bought,  at  fix 
years  pur  chafe,  either  from  the  crown,  or  the 


* Thus  a peafant  having  1/32 d of  an  eftate  qualifying  for  a vote, 
haa  1/ 3 2d  of  a vote:  and  thefe  fradtions.  are  all  added  together, 
which  frequently  makes  an  election  for  a member  of  the  diet  a very 
com  \ } i ic  a ted  bu  flnefs. 

6 nobility. 
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nobility,  the  perpetuity  of  their  farms  on  the 
payment  of  a quit-rent 

The  mode  of  election  is  as  follows ■ ‘The  go- 
vernor of  the  province  fends  the  writ  to  the 
county  judges,  who  fummon  the  peafants  within 
their  refpedtive  juiifdldtions  to  meet  in  the  court 
of  juftice,  and  in  their  prefence,  on  the  day  of 
election.  The  members  are  chofen  by  the  majority 
of  Voices.  The  confiituents  join  in  contribut- 
ing the  fum  of  three,  fohr,  or  five  findings  a 
day  towards  defraying  the  expenecs  of  their 
deputy  at  the  diet.  The  electors  who  ufually 
affemble  in  each  difiridl  are  feldom  lefs  than  30, 
or  more  than  100.  The  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives  in  the  Iloufe  of  Peafants  is  extremely  un- 
certain; as  two  diftridls  occafionally  unite  in 
fending  only  one  deputy,  and  at  other  times  eledt 
two ; but,  on  an  average,  they  ufually  amount 
to  about  100, 

It  is  a remarkable  cifcumftance,  that,  in  a 
confutation  fo  free  as  that  of  Sweden,  in  which 
even  the  peafants,  as  land-holders,  are  returned 
members  to  the  diet,  the  Country  gentlemen 
are  not  reprefented  in  the  ftates  of  the  king- 
dom % have  neither  any  vote  in  the  choice  of 

* The  reafon  of  their  exclufion  from  all  Ihare  in  the  legiilation, 
was,  that  the  form  of  government  eftablilhed  in  1720,  was  founded 
on  the  antient  conftitution  of  Sweden ; by  which  the  inhabitants 
Were,  as  in  moll  other  countries  of  Europe,  divided  into  nobles, 
clergy,  citizens,  and  peafants. 

1 2 reprefen- 
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rep  refen  tatives,  nor  can  be  reprefentatives  them- 
felves : a ft  range  inconfiftency,  that  thofe  perfons, 
who  are  juftly  efteemed  the  molt  rcfpectable  and 
incorrupt  part  of  the  body  politic,  fhould  not  en- 
joy the  leaft  fhare  in  the  legifl.ature;  while  many 
mechanics  and  farmers,  who  are  both  as  unqua- 
lified to  canvas  intricate  political  qu  eft  ions,  as 
incapable  of  refitting  the  influence  of  bribery, 
poffefs  that  important  privilege.  Soon  after  the 

eftablilhment  of  the  limited  monarchy  in  1720. 

« * 

by  the  aiiftocratical  party,  which  railed  Ulrica 
Eleonora  to  the  throne,  many  country  gentle- 
men figned  an  add  refs  to  the  diet,  reprefenting 
the  impropriety  of  their  exclulion  from  the  ftates 
of  the  realm.  But  the  articles  of  government 
being  finally  fettled,  their  application  was  not 
complied  with;  fo  well  founded  and  juft,  how- 
ever, were  the  principles  of  their  remonftrance, 
that  the  king,  at  the  recommendation  of  the 
diet,  advanced  feveral  of  the  petitioners  into  the 
order  of  nobles. 


The  ftates  of  the  kingdom,  when  convened  at 

v 

Stockholm*,  affemble  in  feveral  places.  The 
nobles  in  the  houfe  of  nobles,  the  clergy  in  the 


cathedral,  and  the  citizens  and  peafants  in  two 
apartments  of  the  town-hall. 


* The  king  has  the  power  of  fummonlng  the  diet  in  any  other 
place;  a power  exercifed  by  the  late  king  at  Geffle,  in  1792,  and 
by  the  p rcfcnt  king  at  Nordkioping. 

Having 
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Having  taken  their  feats,  and  cliofen  their 
refpebtive  fpeakers,  the  four  houfes  repair  in  due 
form  to  a hall  of  the  palace;  the  king,  clad  in 
his  royal  robes  and  feated  upon  the  throne,  ac- 
quaints them,  in  a fhort  fpeech,  with  the  rca- 
fons  for  which  they  are  convened  ; defiring  them 
to  afliit  him  with  their  advice  in  the  prefent 


juncture  of  affairs,  and  deliberate  for  the  good 
of  the  kingdom.  In  anfwer  to  this  harangue, 
the  four  fpeakers  compliment  his  rnajefty  in  the 
name  of  their  refpe&ive  houies ; after  which  ce» 
remony  the  reprefen  tat  ives  retire. 

Laws  are  enabled  in  the  following  manner - 
During  the  fittings  of  the  diet,  each  member 
of  the  four  houfes  has  the  privilege  of  propofmg 
a queftion  to  the  confideratiop  of  the  order  to 
which  he  belongs.  A debate  takes  place  on  the 
motion,  which  is  carried  or  rejected  by  a majo- 
rity. If  it  paffes  in  one  houfe,  it  is  fent  by  a 
deputation  to  each  of  the  others  ; and,  if  ail  exit- 
ed to  by  three,  is  prefen  ted  by  the  four  fpeakers 
to  the  king,  who  afterwards  fummons  the  hates 
to  the  palace,  and  communicates  to  them  his 
diffent  or  alfent  in  form,  which  either  negatived 
the  bill,  or  gives  to  it  the  fan  ft  ion  of  a law.  If 
the  bill  originates  with  the  king,  his  majefty  re- 
fers it  to  the  di (bullion  of  the  (fates;  if  approv- 
ed, the  four  houfes  repair  to  the  palace,  and 


an- 
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announce  their  affent ; if  rejected,  they  tranf- 
mit  their  determination  in  writing  by  their 
fpeakers,  accompanied  with  the  reafons  which 
induced  them  to  diffent.  On  terminating  the 
diet,  the  king  fummons  the  ftates  to  the  palace* 
and  diffolves  them  by  a fpeech. 
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TABLE  fen t by  the  Government  of  Sweden  into  the  feveral  Provinces,  for  the  Purpofe  of  afcertaining 

the  Population. 
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For  the  Year  17  . . Lifts  of  Births,  Deaths,  and  Marriages. 
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F. 
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F. 
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1 
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are  only  enumerated  who 

have 

or  thdee  children  at  a birth. 

1 

; Of  three  children  - - 

1 

Here  are  placed  the  children  'born  dead,  who  Were  nbt  in- 
cluded ini  the  births. 


Males 


J Females 


Here' is  marked  the  age  of  ail  women  who  have 
been' hr 

—■  between 


beteir  brought  to-bed. 


15  — 20  years  - - 

2.0  — 25  - , - - 

25  — 3°  - - - 

30  — 35  - - ~ ' 

35  — 4o  - - - - 

40  — 45  - - - - 

45  — 5°  - - “ ” 


Total 


Number, 


Perfons  who  died  at  paft  ninety  are  comprized  among  the 
deaths  j but  here  their  feveral  ages  are  refpe&ively  men- 
tioned. 


i 

Males 

Females. 

Between  90  and  95 

95  and  100 
Above  100  - - 

- - - - - 

i 

( 

' 

Sums  - 

■ 

■ r 

Total  of  the  whole  year  - 

, 

1 

What  fpecies  of  diforders  were  raoft  prevalent,  and  at  what 

feafon  -of  the  year. 


Seafons. 

Diforders  moft  prevalent  at  » 

Spring  - - 

] ■*  **  * 

Summer  - 

AuLUmn  - 

! j . \ 

Winter  - 

casualties. 
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Females. 

— - - * *-*• 

Males. 

a.  Overlaid  by  mothers  or  nurfes  - 

b.  Parricides 

c.  Affaffinated  - . « „ - _ 

d.  Starved  to  death 

e.  Drowned  in  the  fea  - - » - 1 - _ 

f.  Drowned  in  wells  - 

g.  Perifhed  under  the  ice 

h.  Frozen  to  death  - 

i.  Suffocated  by  fmoke  - - - - - 

k.  Suicides  - - - - - - - - - 

/.  Killed  by  lightning  ------ 

m.  Crufhed  in  felling  trees,  &e.  - 

n.  Found  dead  - - - --  --  - 

0.  Loft  in  mines  - - - - - - - 

p»  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Total 
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fide  aie  noted  any  extraordinary  circumftances  which  happened  in  the  three  kingdoms  of  nature—* 

the  harveft — price  of  grain,  &c. 

Lift  of  malefactors,  with  their  executions  and  punifhments« 


Bills  of  Mortality  for  the  Year  17 


Age  of  the  Beceafed. 

k 

Above  a 
year  old. 

/ 

From  1-3 
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F. 
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F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 
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Empyema  - - 
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Cirfocele,  Sec. 

Eryfypelas,  Gangrene,  See . - - - 

Suffocation,  Apoplexy  - 
Intermitting  Fevers  „ . . 

Spotted  Fever  

Putrid  Fever  - - 

: 

1 

1 

Hemorrhage  - - - . » _ 

Confumption  - « _ _ _ 

Cholic,  &c, 

Jaundice,  Sec.  - - _ - _ „ _ 

Gout  - - . - - 

Convulfions  - 
Epilepfy  - 

Scurvy  - ..  _ _ _ _ 

Fidulas,  Ulcers  - ...... 

Dropfy  - 
Cancer  - 
Leprofy,  Itch 

Venereal  Complaints  . - _ _ _ 

Madnefs  - 
Old  Age 

Child- bed 

flux,  or  Lofs  of  Blood  * 

Radi  - „ 

Hooping  Cough,  Afthma  - - „ _ 

Small  Pox  - w - - „ _ 

Meades  - 
Scarlet  Fever  - 

Indigeftion  - 

Worms  - - - _ _ 

Rickets  - 

Unknown  or  concealed  Diforders  - - 
Cafualties,  Sec.  _______ 

t ■ t " 
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i _ 

■ 

— 

1 

• 

Sums  of  Deaths,  fpecifying  Age  and  Sex  - 

- 

Total  Deaths  of  both  Sexes  - 
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CHAP,  5. 


General  Remarks  on  the  Population. — Commerce.— Revenues  and 
Expenditure. — Bank  of  Stockholm.-— Military  Eftabllfhrnent.— 
Penal  Laws, 

rT^  H E population  is  perhaps  more  accurately 
-*■  afeertained  in  Sweden  than  in  any  other 
part  of  Europe,  which  is  owing  to  the  peculiar 
attention  of  government  to  obtain  a correct  re- 
gifter  of  the  marriages,  births,  and  deaths.  For 
this'  purpofe  a Tabell  Commijffion , or  board  for 
infpecting  and  regiftering  the  bills  of  mortality, 
refident  at  Stockholm,  was  inftituted  in  174ft 
which  maintains  a correfpondence  with  all  the 
pariihes  and  to  wars  in  the  kingdom.  Tables  are 
diftributed  to  the  clergymen  and  magi  ft  rates  for 
the  purpofe  of  enrolling  the  marriages,  births, 
and  deaths  in  their  refpeftive  diitnbts,  and  fpc- 
cifying  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  that  time 
fubfifting ; extraordinary  care  is  taken  to  pre- 
vent miftakes. 

The  firft  table  is  for  a general  lift  of  births, 
deaths,  and  marriages  ; the  fecond  for  the  bills 
of  mortality;  the  third  for  the  number  of 

.1  4 inhabitants. 


/ 
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inhabitants.  The  two  former  are  kept  by  the 
parifh-priefls,  and  annually  delivered ; the  latter 
by  the  parilh-prieft  in  the  country,  and  by  the 
magiftrates  in  the  towns,  and  are  lent  to  the 
board  at  the  end  of  every  third  year*.  A copy 
of  the  two  former  tables  is  here  fubjoined,  as 

their  ufeful  tendency  is  evident : and  as  an  in- 

J 

ftitution  of  a fraiiiar  nature  could  not  fail  of  be- 
ing highly  advantageous  to  every  country. 

I he  celebrated  aftronomcr,  Mr.  Waro*entin, 
a member  of  tlbs  ufeful  fociety,  has  puhlilhed 
in  the  Tran  factions  of  the  Royal  Swediih  Aca- 
aeiny  of  Sciences,  a clear  and  accurate  account 
of  the  manner  in  which  the  board  carries  on  its 
correfpondence,  and  colleds  the  necelfary  infor- 
mation, and  has  drawn  from  the  feveral  regif- 
ters  an  average  computation  of  the  annual 
deaths, 

• tram  feveral  judicious  calculations,  formed  from  the  remit 
ters  of  nine  fucceffive  years,  he  computes,  that,  in  the  country, 
the  annual  proportion  of  deaths  to  births  is  as  1 to  35,  or,  if  the 
year  is  remarkably  healthy,  to  36  or  even  37;  and  at  Stock- 
holm as  1 ro  20.  He  adds,  that  during  the  fame  period,  there 
were  2036  men,  and  3540  women  above  the  age  of  90;  of 

* The  afeertaining  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  greatly  fa- 
cilitated by  the  poll-tax,  and  by  the  care  of  the  clergy  to  keep  ex- 
afl  regilters.  About  thirty  years  ago  the  diet  palled  a law,  that 
every  perfon  in  Sweden,  both  male  and  female,  fnould  learn  to 
read,  This  regulation  is  confiderecl  as  part  of  the  ecclefiafticaj' 
difcipline,  and  is  particularly  attended  to  by  the  clergy,  who  exT 
mine  the  children  in  their  re/pe/tive  pari  flies. 
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whom  212  men  and  328  women  were  between  100  and  103; 
31  men  and  76  women  between  106  and  up;  22  men  and  19 
women  between  1 11  and  120;  one  man  was  122 ; and  one  wo- 
127.  At  the  end  is  a table  of  the  marriages,  deaths,  and  births, 
from  1755  to  1763.  We  find,  in  Camzler’s*  State  of  Swe- 
den, that,  in  176 o,  the  population  amounted  to  2,383,113 
fouls;  that  of  thefe  were  162,888  inhabitants  of  towns,  exclu- 
five  of  the  nobility  and  clergy;  and  2,220,223  perfons  living 
in  the  country,  including  the  nobility  and  clergy;  and  that,  ac« 
cording  to  a fair  calculation,  the  whole  number  might  be  clafT- 
ed  in  the  following  proportion;  10,643  nobles,  comprizing 
3397  under  13  years;  18,197  ecclefiaftics  and  their  families, 
and  ftudents,  including  7073  under  13;  162,888  inhabitants 
of  towns  and  their  families  engaged  in  arts,  manufactures,  and 
trades;  2,191,383  inhabitants  of  the  country  employed  in  agri- 
culture, the  mines,  &c. 

I (hall  clofe  this  account  with  a lift  of  the  births  and  deaths 
in  Sweden,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants.  The  reader  will 
not  doubt  its  accuracy,  when  he  is  informed  that  I received  it 
from  Mr.  Wargentin. 

The  hft  is  clafted  according  to  the  three  great  divisions  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  the  firft  divifion,  called  Sweden  Proper,  comprehending 
the  metropolis,  Upland,  Sudermanland,  Merike,  Weilmanland, 
Dalecarlia,  and  all  the  provinces  to  the  North. 


B 

I R T 

H s. 

D 

E A T H S. 

Years. 

Maies. 

Females. 

Total, 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1 749 

I2774 

I 2603 

25379 

O 

CO 

11622 

22479 

1750 

1 3708 

1 3 2 5 3 

26961 

O 

O 

IOIIO 

20145 

US1 

15247 

14518 

29763 

9916 

10236 

201  52 

1752 

3 43  47 

13703 

28050 

1187; 

1 1948 

23823 

1774 

*5364 

*497* 

30335 

10029 

10617 

20646 

W75 

16 1 80 

15697 

3i877 

1 0882 

10920 

21802 

1776 

1 3220 

1 45  3 7 

2975  7 

10622 

1062  r 

21243 

1 777 

I5°47 

14541 

29588 

1 2 I 20 

12118 

24238 

* P.  1 85.  Memoires  pour  fervir  a la  connoiffance  du  Royaume  de  Suede; 
an  excellent  yvork,  which,  for  accuracy  and  information,  cannot  be  too  highly 
recommended. 
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Males.  Females.  Total. 

Ill  175.3.  363541  419326  782867 

*776  433494  48oi54  9I3648 


In  the  kingdom  of  Gothland,  comprehending  Warmefand, 
Woeftergothland,  Ofkrgothland,  and  all  the  provinces  fouth  of 
themr  with  the  iflands  of  Oeland  and  Gothland. 


E X R T 

H S. 

D 

HATH  S. 

Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1749 

17327 

16777 

34104 

13185 

13852 

27057 

1750 

191 1 1 

18439 

3755° 

13406 

14071 

2/477 

I75I 

20016 

I95IO 

39526 

13166 

13584 

26750 

1752 

18831 

1 8092 

36923 

1 2698 

12946 

25644 

1774 

*95°  7 

18678 

38185 

I 1 506 

1231 1 

23817 

1 7 75 

20301 

19465 

39766 

13691 

14456 

28147 

1 776 

19016 

18166 

37182 

11999 

12454 

24453 

*777 

19466 

18570 

38036 

I3227 

1 3 797 

27024 

Number  of  Inhabitants. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Ill  I753  477079  525781  I, OQ2S6q 

i776  553i7i  5949s5  1,148156 


In  Finland. 


BIRT 

H S. 

DEATHS. 

Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

1749 

8 546 

S257 

16803 

5827 

5828 

11655 

1750 

8879 

8 5 5° 

I7429 

5446 

5777 

1 1223 

1751 

9508 

9342 

1 8850 

5*49 

5326 

IO475 

1752 

9737 

9658 

19395 

5698 

5702 

1 1400 

3774 

1221 1 

1 *73* 

23942 

6431 

6321 

12752 

*775 

12296 

I2167 

24463 

7681 

7782 

15463 

1776 

12044 

II88O 

23924 

9361 

9362 

18723 

*777 

12609 

12223 

24832 

9880 

99*5 

10795 

.1778 

13614 

1 3202 

26816 

8010 

7688 

1 5698 

1 779 

14180 

1 35  79 

*7759 

7223 

6872 

14095 

Number  of  Souls 

in  Finland. 

Males, 

Females. 

Total. 

In 

1752 

205OC2 

2240IO 

429912 

j7J6 

298322 

3*1823 

61OI45 
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Lift  pf  Births  and  Deaths  in  the  whole  Kingdom,, 


BIRTHS. 

D E 

AT  H 

S. 

Years. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

3749 

38647 

37639 

76286 

29869 

31302 

61171 

3 75° 

41698 

40242 

8 1.940 

28887 

29958 

58845 

*75* 

44771 

43370 

88141 

28231 

29 1 46 

57377 

1752 

42915 

4H53 

84368 

30592 

30275 

60867 

17;  4 

47082 

45380 

92462 

27966 

29249 

5721? 

*775 

47492 

46030 

93522 

32254 

33158 

65412. 

1776 

46280 

4+583 

90S63 

31982 

32437 

6+419 

3777 

47122 

4533.4 

92456  1 

35227 

35830 

719S7 

Number  of  Souls  in  Sweden. 


Males.  Females.  Total. 

In  1752  1,045622  1,170017  2,215639 

1776  1,284987  1,386962  2,671949 

1781  About  ------  2,767000 


By  comparing  the  population  of  thefe  three 
different  epochs,  the  reader  will  perceive  that 
the  country  has  been  gradually  recovering  from 
that  exhaufted  hate  to  which  it  was  reduced  by 
the  wars  of  Charles  XII. ; and  that,  within  the 
fpace  of  thirty  years,  the  number  of  inhabitants 
has  increafed  551,361,  or  a fifths  part  of  its  pre- 
fent  population 

* The  population  of  the  Sweden  ftill  continues  increafing.  Ac- 
cording to  the  moft  recent  accounts,  the  number  of  fouls  exceeds 
three  millions.  Hamburgh,  Polkifches  Journal,  1800,  p.  495* 


ESTIMATE  of  the  COMMERCE  of  SWEDEN  in  1781. 
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£.5.  SWEDISH  REVENUES.  32$ 


NAVIGATION  to  and  from  SWEDEN  in  1781. 


Ships  loaded. 

Entered  in 
Ballad. 

Ships  gone  out 
loaded. 

Swedifh. 

Foreign. 

Swedifh, 

Foreign. 

Swedifh. 

Foreign. 

Denmark 

357 

18 

I 

368 

I I 

Dantzic  ’ - - 

141 

2 

— 

97 

I 

England  - - 

83 

87 

8 

8 

235 

77 

France 

5° 

5 

— — 

J 1 

155 

4 

Holland  - 

V 

1 

— — 

— 

53 

I 

Konigtberg  - 

222 

5 

2 

— 

. 151 

14 

Mediterranean 

‘53 

— 

— - 

— — 

43 

Pomerania  - 

25  6 

3 

— 

- — 

187 

7 

Portugal  - - 

142 

— 

68 

14 

Ruffia 

5°  9 

10 

— • 

— 

524 

19 

Spain 

10 

- — 

— 

• 

1 3 

Germany 

274 

1 8 

— 

— - 

4*8 

25 

Wed  Indies  - 

2 

— 

— — 

£ 

Ead  Indies  - 

.... 

,l111  " 

— — 

1 

In  comparing  the  exports  * and  imports  for  £.  s.  J. 

1781,  a balance  in  favour  of  the  exports 

is  found,  amounting  to  -----  360.437  19  6f 

To  which  is  to  be  added  the  national  gain  by 

the  Eaft  Lidia  commerce  - 61,111  18  io 

Freights  gained  in  the  Mediterranean  by 

Swedifh  Blip?,  according  to  the  bed  and 

molt  authentic  accounts,  to  ^ - - — 30,000  o o 

471,549 18  41 

Silver,  gold,  and  divers  foreign  coin  imported 

this  year  ------  111,844  5 n| 

Intereft,  provifion,  and  brokerage  for  loans 
made  or  renewed  abroad,  as  well  as  intered 
for  the  divers  fums  which  Swedifh  mer- 


* See  Appendix. 
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chants  owe,  and  credit  given  them  by  fo- 
reigners on  part  of  the  imports  of  this  year, 
amount,  according  to  the  moft  probable 

accounts  - » - - - 50,000  0 0 

Annual  prefents  to  the  powers  on  the  coaft 
of  Barbary,  and  other  expences  relating 
thereto,  as  well  as  appointments  and  fala- 
ries  of  confuls  in  thofe  places,  and  of  the 
Swedifli  minifler  at  Conftantinople  - 15,189  18  if 

Smuggling,  and  frauds  in  declaring  the  a- 
mount  of  the  merchandizes  at  the  cuftom- 
houfe  - - 125,000  O o 

Balance  in  favour  of  Sweden  - 171,515  14  4 


if*  471*549  18  4 1 


The  revenues  are  chiefly  drawn  from  the  rents 
of  the  royal  demefnes,  part  of  the  great  tythes, 
a poll-tax  *,  duties  on  exports  and  imports,  on 
mines  and  forges,  on  diflilled  fpirits,  dedu&ions 
from  falaries,  penfions,  and  places,  tax  on  chim- 
nies,  and  monopoly  of  falt-petre. 

Thefe  revenues  amount  to  £.  1,050,000  a 
year;  but  have  been  much  augmented  fince  the 
revolution  in  1772,  as  they  did  not  then  pro* 

# About  ix.  3 d.  each  perfon.  The  poll  tax  is  paid  by  every 
perfon,  male  and  female,  between  the  ages  of  15  and  6-] ; excepting 
the  nobles  and  their  domefticsj  foldiers  and  government  failoi^j 
and  every  married  couple  among  the  lower  clafs  of  farmers  of  a 
certain  description,  having  four  children,  of  which  the  youngeft  is 
under  eight  years  of  age. 
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cluce  more  than  £. 8 3 7, 500.  In  this  £.1,050,000 
however  are  not  included  the  rents  of  land  im- 
mediately affi&ned  for  the  militia  and  bailors, 
and  for  the  pay  or  falary  of  the  governors  of 


provinces,  and  their  officers  ; thefe 

rents, 

lev 

ied 

directly  by  thofe  to  whom  they 

are  affigned, 

amount  at  leaft  to  £.300,000  or  £.350, 00c 

K 

Chief  articles  of  the  Revenue 

in  175^ 

£• 

s. 

Z 

Royal  demefnes  - 

146,250 

0 

0 

Poll-tax 

56,250 

0 

O 

Duties  on  export  and  import 

154,166 

10 

O 

Extraordinary  taxes  granted  by  the  (fates 

30,416 

10 

O 

The  brandy,  being  a regale 

41,541 

10 

O 

The  pod  office  - 

1 9,000 

0 

O 

Stamped  paper  - - - - 

12,250 

0 

O 

Tythesoncorn  - 

19,500 

0 

O 

On  iron,  copper,  (liver,  allum,  brim  Hone, 

vitriol,  mines,  and  lime  furnaces 

16,812 

IO 

O 

The  royal  lottery  - 

i7?75° 

0 

O 

And  above  twenty  or  thirty  other  fmaller  articles,  which  pro-  | 
duce  about  500,000. 

The  expenccs  were  regulated  in  17 73  to  an- 
fv  ■ er  exactly  the  revenues ; but  they  have  ever 
exceeded  them,  and  there  is  a confiderable  an- 
nual deficiency?  which  has  not  hitherto  been  flip- 
plied,  otherwife  than  by  loans  or  anticipations, 
and  rnuft  oblige  the  king  to  call  the  ftates  to 
extinguilli  that  incrcafmg  debt,  by  fuch  new 

refburces 

/ 1 

f i : 
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refources  as  may  make  the  revenues  more  ade- 
quate to  the  expences*. 

The  average  expences  amount  to  4, 753, 126 
rix-dollars,  or  £.  1,  188/231.  1 os. 


- 7°>33^  5 

- 26,791  15 

- 24,500  o 

- 16,548  10 

- 1 18, 138  10 

- 19,701  o 


/. 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 

o 


Chief  Articles  of  Expenditure  in  1784  t 

f . /. 

1.  The  king’s  court,  including  that  of  the  queen  78,756  10 

2.  1 he  military,  viz.-™ the  garrifon  regiments, 
the  militia  not  included 

3.  Ammunition  for  ditto 

4.  Clothing  ditto  - 

5.  Artillery 

6.  Navy,  the  new  buildings  included  - 
7-  Fortrdfes  and  engineers 

8.  Gallies,  &c.  being  feparate  from  the  navy  25  699  10 

9.  Towards  the  expences  of  the  king’s  travels  50,000  o 

10.  Ships  new  building,  extra  - 35>3*6  10 

11.  Annual  fum  of  extraordinaries  left  to  the 
king’s  own  difpofal,  according  to  the  form 

of  government  - 25,000  o o 

Amongfl  numerous  fmaller  articles  that  make  up  the  reft 

* The  diet  of  1788  granted  a loan  towards  liquidating  the  debt 
eccafioned  by  the  annual  deficiency,  gave  fupplies  for  carryina'on 
the  war,  and  laid  on  additional  taxes  5 namely,  fix  per  cent,  on 
houfe  rents;  eight  per  cent,  on  all  places  from  ten  rix-dollars,  or 
£.z.  ior.  to  100  rix-dollars,  or  £.25  per  annum;  on  titles;  and 
three  copper  dollars,  or  iQid.  on  each  window-light.  The  Diet 
of  Nordkioping,  in  x Eco,  impofed  additional  taxes ; particularly  an 
income  tax,  paiu  by  an  thole  who  pollefied  more  than  200  rix-dol- 
Lrs;  a tax  on  mpe: fiuous  fervants,  carriages,  cards,  prizes  in  the 
lottery.  Hamb.  Pol.  Journal  for  1800,  p.  1 159. 
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188,281.  ioi.  the  whole  of  the  expences,  I note  the 
following : 


1.  Drotninghofei  - 

. A 

- 5 ;,29 

s. 

10 

d. 

0 

2.  The  prince  royal  - 

- 2,700 

0 

0 

3.  The  king’s  Babies  - 

- 4-755 

0 

0 

4.  The  prince  royal’s  Babies 

6 ! 2 

5 

0 

5.  Income  of  prince  Charles 

- 2 2>°34 

0 

0 

6.  Income  of  prince  Frederic  Adolphus 

- 4,375 

0 

0 

7.  The  prin cefs 

- 6,647 

P 

0 

8.  The  guards  - 

- ii,93i 

1 5 

0 

9.  The  life  dragoons  - 

- 6,143 

5 

0 

10/  The  fen  ate  - 

- - 14,583 

5 

0 

11.  The  parliament  of  Stockholm 

- 5,080 

5 

0 

12.  Pen fions  and  gratifications  - - 

- 7*937 

>5 

6 

This  eftimate  of  the  finances 

relates  only 

to 

Sweden,  and  does  not  include  Finland  and  Pome- 
rania. Pomerania  is  entirely  feparated  in  the  ac- 
counts and  eft i mates,  as  its  elpences  are  defrayed 
from  its  own  revenues  ; but  Finland,  though  not 
joined  with  Sweden  in  the  yearly  eft  i mates,  is,  how- 
ever, fupported  by  the  Swedilli  revenues,  out  of 
which  about  £.  12,500  annually  fupply  the  defici- 
ency which  arifes  chiefly  from  the  great  expences 
occafioned  by  the  fort  refs  of  Sveaborg,  the  mili- 
tary, and  the  gallics.  The  revenues  of  Finland 
are  £.  100,000  per  annum,  and  the  expences 
£,  1 12,500;  to  which  muft  be  added  the  rents  of 
land  configned  to  pay  the  militia,  governors, 
VOL,  iV,  K &C* 
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&c.  which  may  amount  to  between  ^.25.000' 
and  £ . 3 0,  o 0 0 fterling. 

RECAPITULATION 

Revenues  of  Sweden  • - - - £,  1,050,000 

- — — of  Finland  - - 100,000 

— — of  Pomerania  - * 50,000 

Rents  of  lands  in  Sweden  - 300,000 

in  Finlaud  - *•  - 25,000 

Total  amount  - •*  - - - £.  1,525,000' 


This  fuin,  in  cafe  of  neceffity,  might  be  con* 
fiderably  augmented,  partly  by  new  taxes- 
granted,  by  the  Gates,  thofe  now  paid  being 
very  moderate ; partly  by  free  gifts  from  the 
bank  of  Sweden,  out  of  the  annual  profits,  which 
are  confiderable,  but  cannot  be  difpofed  of  with* 
out  the  confent  of  the  Gates. 

The  bank  of  Stockholm  owes  its  origin  to 
Palm fhut,  a merchant,  who  carried  on  an  extern 
five  trade,  and  pofleffed  great  property  in  iron 
mines.  He  eftabliihed  at  Stockholm  a bank  for 
the  purpofe  of  exchanging  and  lending  money, 
divided  into  two  departments.  Being  the  only 
banker  at  that  time  in  the  kingdom,  his  cor- 
refpondence  was  very  extenfive,  and  his  credit 
fo  well  fupported  by  his  private  fund,  and  the 
8 profit 
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profit  of  liis  iron  works,  that  the  notes  which 
lie  ifimed  at  the  intereft  of  eight  per  cent,  foi  a 
term  of  ten  years  and  upwards,  were  circulated 
through  the  kingdom,  and  received  as  ready 
calli  by  the  trading  part  of  the  nation. 

In  procefs  of  time,  feveral  counterfeit  notes 
being  ilfued,  and  many  of  his  debtors  refilling 
either  to  reimburfe  the  capital  or  difcliarge  the 
intereft,  the  goods  and  pawns  being  too  nume- 
rous to  be  difpofed  of  to  advantage,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  courts  of  law  too  dilatory, 
the  bank  was  drained  of  cafti,  and  its  credit  in 
danger  of  finking  into  difrepute. 

In  this  dilemma,  Palmihut  applied  to  Charles 
XI.  explained  the  general  ftate  of  his  bank, 
proved  that  the  fund  was  by  no  means  defici- 
ent ; but  if  he  could  not  recover  what  was  due, 
he  ftiouki  be  in  danger  of  becoming  bankrupt 
He  intreated,  therefore,  tire  king  to  take  the 
bank  under  his  royal  direction";  and  deinonftrat- 
ed,  that  by  certain  regulations  the  money 
could  be  recovered,  the  accounts  fettled,  and 
the  Ioffes  entirely  repaired.  The  king  approved 
the  propofai,  appointed  Palmihut  director,  and 
having  eftablilhed  the  credit  of  the  bank,  trans- 
ferred the  direction  to  the  ftates  of  the  kingdom 
affembled  in  1688;  declared  himfelf  and  his 
fucceffors  prote&ors  of  the  bank,  but  renounc- 
ed ail  interference  in  difpofing  of  the  money. 

The 
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The  hates  being  thus  declared  guarantees,  pro- 
prietors, and  directors  of  the  bank,  feveral  re- 
gulations were  made. 

The  bank  was  permitted  to  lend  money  on 
good  lecurity,  at  the  in  ter  eft  of  eight  per  cent, 
but  to  pay  for  all  money  borrowed  only  fix  per 
cent. ; the  debtors  to  difeharge  intereft  upon  in- 
tereft,  but  the  bank  not  to  pay  intereft  upon  in- 
tereft; all  the  king's  revenues  to  be  depofited  in 
the  bank,  without  receiving  intereft.  The  bank 
was  empowered  to  iliue  notes  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  thirty-fix  dollars  copper  mint,  or  io«?. ; 
and  it  was  finally  refolved,  that  the  hates,  or 
thofe  whom  they  hiould  depute,  ihould  have 
the  power  of  infpecting  the  accounts,  and  in- 
quiring into  the  nature  of  its  confutation.  By 
thefe  regulations  the  credit  and  riches  of  the 
bank  increafed  to  that  degree,  that  towards  the 
clofe  of  the  iah  century  it  became  the  univerfal 
depofitory  of  the  whole  kingdom,  both  as  to 
public  and  private  circulation,  and  lowered  the 
intereft  from  eight  to  feven,  and  afterwards  to 
fix,  four,  and  three  per  cent.  In  return,  the 
intereft  for  all  money  borrowed,  or  depofited  in 
the  bank,  by  way  of  loan,  was  likewife  leffened 
from  fix  to  four  and  an  half,  three,  and  two  per 
cent. 

The  large  quantify  of  copper  money  then 
current  in  the  country  being  by  reafon  of  its 

bulk 
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bulk  apd  weight  extremely  inconvenient,  ren- 
dered  the  circulation  of  bank  notes  advantage- 
ous to  trade  and  commerce. 

The  bank  fupplied  Charles  the  Twelfth  it i i 
fueh  confiderable  fumsfrom  1714  to  17  17,  that 
the  revenues  arifing  from  the  tolls  and  cul- 
toms  were  infuffieient  to  pay  the  intereft,  and 
there  was  a confiderable  deficiency. 

Thefe  fupplies  greatly  dimini  (lied  the  public 
opinion  in  favour  of  the  bank,  and  would  have 
undermined  its  credit,  had  not  the  king,  on  the 
remonftrance  of  the  hates,  mortgaged  certain 
revenues  of  the  crown,  for  the  difeharge  of  the 
intereft;  he  declared  at  the  fame  time  that  all 
the  revenues  then  mortgaged  fhould  remain  in 


the  hands  of  the  bank,  until  the  debt  fhould  he 
fully  difeharged,  and  promifed,  that  he  would 
not,  on  any  pretext  or  emergency,  have  again 
recourfe  to  the  bank  for  money,  except  for  fuch 
as  belonged  to  the  crown.  By  this  hep  the  cre- 
dit of  the  bank  was  in  fome  meafure  retrieved; 
but  its  hock  was  too  far  drained  to  repair  en- 
tirely its  former  credit,  until  Baron  Goertz  un- 
dehgnedly  contributed  to  it  by  a fcheme  in 
every  other  refpefi  detrimental  to  the  nation. 
To  fupply  Charles  with  money  for  his  conhant 
wars,  Goertz  compelled  perfons  firft,  by  means 
of  fines  and  penalties,  and  afterwards  by  a fpe- 
cics  of  torture,  to  deliver  up  their  plate,  jewels, 
and  coin.  In  return  for  thefe  effects  they  re- 
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ceived  copper  currency,  called  myntellen , or 
ilgns  of  coins,  each  weighing  only  one-third  of 
a ftyver,  but  paiTmg  for  a filver  dollar,  or  ten- 
pence,  of  which  it  was  only  a 96th  part. 

The  public  finding  their  property  thus  forci- 
bly torn  from  them,  and  receiving  no  other 
equivalent  than  a debafed  currency,  fecretly 
transferred  their  plate,  jewels,  and  money,  to  the 
bank,  relying  on  the  royal  promife  that  the 
bank  fhould  be  exempted  from  the  interference 
and  infpe6lion  of  the  crown.  Goertz,  confider- 
ing  this  proceeding  as  fraudulent  to  the  crown, 
advifed  the  king  to  feize  the  money  and  effects 
depofited  in  the  bank;  but  Charles  refuted  to 


break  his  word,  and  forbade  Goertz  to  lay 
before  him  any  propofals- that  might  tend  to  the 


prejudice  of  the  bank. 


In  this  crifis  of  affairs  the  bank  received  fuch 
large  firms  of  money,  great  part  of  which,  being 
placed  for  fecurity,  paid  no  intereft,  that  the 
profits  were  very  confiderable.  This  flouri tiling 


Hate  of  affairs  induced  the  bank,  by  order  of 
the  ftates,  in  1741,  to  prefent  the  king  with  a 
donative  of  3 00, OOoTilver  dollars,  or  £.8,333  4s, 
and  to  furnifli  him  with  300,000,  or  £.4  3, 666} 
without  intereft,  towards  carrying  pn  the  war 
againft:  Ruiiia.  Since  that  period  it  has  fre- 
quently advanced  large  fums  of  money  to  the 
crown  and  to  the  board  of  manufactures,  by  or- 
tier  of  the  ftates. 
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The  bank  is  divided  into  two  departments, 
Lcene  or  loan,  and  If  ex  cl  or  exchange  bank, 
each  keeping  the  accounts  as  feparate  as  if  they 
were  two  diftinct  eftabliihments,  but  each  mu- 
tually fupplying  the  other  as  occaiion  requires. 

The  loan  bank  lends  money  on  mortgages  or 
pledges.  Gold  and  lilver  in  block,  copper, 
brafs,  and  lcene  bank  fedler , or  certificates  of 
having  lent  money  to  the  bank,  being  conii- 
dered  of  nearly  the  fame  value  as  ready  money, 
the  proprietors,  on  depofiting  thole  pledges  in 
the  bank,  receive  the  full  value,  on  paying 
three  per  cent,  annual  intereft.  Formerly  jewels 
were  received  as  pledges;  but  as  the  bank  was 
once  confiderably  defrauded  in  that  article,  and 
on  account  of  their  fludfiiation  in  value,  they 
are  no  longer  admitted.  As  iron  is  a principal 
article  in  the  exports  of  Sweden,  and  as  the 
working  of  the  mines  is  attended  with  conftdei- 
able  expence,  and  the  faie  uncertain,  the  bank 
receives  it  as  a proper  fecurity  for  a loan.  The 
iron  being  duly  appraifed,  and  lodged  in  the 
public  war eho ufe,  the  proprietor  receives  three- 
fourths  of  its  value  at  the  intereft  of  three  per 
cent.;  and  when  he  difpofes  of  the  iron,  it  is 
again  delivered  to  him,  on  producing  a certificate 
from  the  bank  that  the  loan  is  duly  difeharged. 
Mortgaged  lands  and  hordes,  being  of  a lefs 

o o 

certain  value,  pay  interelf  of  four  per  cent. 

K 4 


136 


TRAVELS  IN  SWEDEN® 


B.  % 


on  the  money  borrowed  ; and  for  the  purpofe  of 
liquidating  the  debt,  the  following  regulations 
veere  adopted:— All  borrowers  on  lands  and 
bouft  s fhall  pay  fix  per  cent,  yearly  : of  this  fum 
four  per  cent,  is  the  lawful  intereft,  and  the  re- 
maining two  per  cent,  is  annually  deduced  from 
the  capital;  by  which  means  the  original  debt  is 
gradually  diminifhing. 

I lie  IP  exel  or  exchange  bank  exchanges  and 
ihues  bank  notes,  difcounts  bills,  receives  and 
affigns  the  money  depofited  for  intereft  or  fecu- 
1 ' t}  , mid  dil charges  the  intereft  of  two  per  cent, 
on  all  money  placed  in  their  hands. 

Towards  the  latter  end  of  the  reign  of  Adol- 
phus Frederic,  bank  notes  being  iftued  in  fuch 
large  numbers,  and  many  at  fo  low  a value  as 
is.  6 cl  fcarcely  any  fpecie  was  left  in  the  king- 
dom; the  bank  was  fo  drained  of  cafh  as  not  to 
be  able  to  exchange  its  notes  but  in  copper- 
money,  and  paper  was  almoft  the  only  cur- 
rency. 


For  the  purpofe  therefore  of  preventing  a to- 
tal bankruptcy,,  with  which  the  nation  was 
threatened,  and  calling  in  the  paper  currency, 
the  ftat.es,  in  1766,  voted  a loan  of  3,000,000rix 


dollars,  or  £.  7503000,  to  cfiect  the  realization  of 
‘the  bank  notes,  and  to  circulate  a fufficient 
quantity  of  fpecie. 


As 


a farther  fecuritv 


againft 


the  encroach- 
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yn exits  of  the  crown,  a former  regulation  was 
confirmed,  that  the  bank  fhould  annually  ad- 
vance to  the  king  £.  9,50,000  for  the  revenues 
of  the  current  year,  and  repay  itfelf  from  the 
revenues  of  the  fubfequent  year;  but  that  no 
more  money  fhould  be  lent  to  the  crown  under 
.any  pretence. 

Many  fchemes  calculated  to  ref  to  re  the  cre- 
dit of  the  bank  being  counteracted  by  party,  the 
diet,  in  1772,  configured  to  the  king  the  difficult 
province  of  realizing  the  bank  notes,  and  re-* 
forming  the  currency,  which  was  happily  ef- 
fected. In  1777  and  17  79  the  dates  confirmed 
the  realization,  and  made  feveral  new  regula- 
tion^ which  tended  to  fecure  the  credit  of  the 
bank,  and  rendered  it  ftill  farther  independent  of 
the  crown.  * 


The  principal  regulations  were  as  follows 
That  only  £.250,000  fliould  be  annually  lent  on 
eftates,  above  what  was  already  advanced  ; that 
the  eftates  already  mortgaged  fhould,  on  failure 
of  the  payment  of  one  year’s  interefi,  be  imme- 
diately fold  by  auction,  the  debt  to  the  hank 
difeharued,  and  the  remainder  returned  to  the 
proprietors;  that  the  loan  on  the  mortgaged  ef- 


tates fhould  not  be  continued,  when  the  laid  ef- 
tates were  fold  or  transferred,  without  the  content 
of  the  bank;  and  that  on  thefucceffion  or  transfer 
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t)f  fucli  e fates  two  per  cent  of  the  mortgaged 
property  fhould  be  configned  to  the  bank. 

The  independence  of  the  bank  was  frill  far- 
ther efablilhed  by  the  diet  of  1784.  A com- 
mittee of  revifors  was  appointed  for  the  purpofe 
of  fuperintending  the  accounts  : it  confifts  of  a 
certain  number  of  perfons  chofen  by  the  three 
houfes  of  nobles,  clergy,  and  burghers,  from 
their  relpeeiive  orders,  who  continue  in  office 
till  the  meeting  of  a new  diet,  when  they  are 
either  renewed  or  confirmed.  They  afiemble 
once  every  three  years,  and  continue  fitting  not 
more  than  a month.  They  infpect  the  general 
ft  ate  of  the  bank,  compare  the  accounts  of  the 
directors,  and  obferve  that  no  abufes  have  been 
committed,  and  that  the  regulations  of  the  fates 
have  been  followed. 


But  as  by  the  new  conftitution  the  convoca- 
tion of  the  fates  depends  on  the  will  of  the 
king,  and  as  a great  length  of  time  might  elapfe 
in  the  intervals  of  the  diet,  it  was  carefully 
provided,  that  the  crown  flioukl  not  have  the 
fmallef  part  m the  appointment  of  a vacant  re 
vifor’s  place,  The  mode  of  eledlion  is  as  fol- 
lows Of  the  nobles  the  vacant  place  is  filled 
by  the  remaining  noble  revifors,  and  by  certain 
deputies  nominated  by  the  houfe  of  nobles,  who 
continue  electors  until  the  meeting  of  the  next 
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.diet  The  clergy  of  Stockholm  notify  a va- 
cancy am  on  £ the  ecclefiaftical  revifors,  to  the 
confiftories  in  each  province,  and  appoint  the 
.day  of  election.  The  new  revifor  is  chofen  by 
the  majority  of  the  confiftories.  On  a vacancy 
.among'  the  revifors  of  the  order  of  burghers, 
the  magiftraies  of  Stockholm  notify  in  the  fame 
manner  the  vacancy  and  day  of  election  to  all 
the  borough  towns;  which  like  wife  choofe  the 
new  revifor  either  by  deputies  or  letters. 

N o country  perhaps  has  ever  experienced  in 
a greater  degree  than  Sweden,  fuch  fevere  dif- 
treffes  from  a want  of  gold  and  fiver  fpecie; 
from  a fcarcity  even  of  copper  money*,  and  its 
enormous  bulk,  and  from  the  fluctuating  value 
of  the  bank  notes,  which  at  one  period  form- 
ed aimed  the  only  currency.  Thefe  evils,  no- 
ticed by  many  travellers  j who  have  written  on 

Sweden, 

* On  account  of  the  advantages  attending  the  exportation  of 
the  copper  money,  the  intrinfic  value  of  which,  was  fuperior  to  its 
nominal,  and  the  immenfe  number  of  bank-notes,  there  was 
fcarcely  any  thing  but  paper  currency.  At  one  period  even  pii- 
yate  fhopkeepers  ifiued  final  1 printed  notes,  fome  fo  low  as  i a.  z<2* 
pi*  yi.  value,  v/hich  they  gaye  in  exchange  for  the  bank-notes. 

f The  reader  will  eafily  conceive  the  prefent  improvements  of 
2-he  coin  by  the  following  pafidge  in  Mr.  Wraxall’s  Tour,  which  he 
piade  in  1774?  only  five  years  before  I vilited  Sweden.  u What- 

eycr  quantity  of  precious  metals  they  have  m the  metropolis  of 

pus 
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Sweden,  and  which  threatened  a total  bank- 
ruptcy, were  removed  by  the  king;  to  whom 
the  hates  of  1772  configned  the  difficult  pro- 
vince of  reforming  the  currency.  Having  ob- 
tained in  Holland  a loan  of  £.750,000,  he  called 
in  a corffiderable  part  of  the  bank-notes,  and  in- 
troduced fueli  a plentiful  fupply  of  ldver  coin, 
remarkable  for  its  purity  and  convenience,  that 
m the  cqurfe  of  my  pvogrefs  through  Sweden,  I 
found  not  the  lead  difficulty  of  procuring,  even 
in  the  diitant  provinces  and  fmalleft  towns,  fi- 
ver money  in  exchange  for  gold  or  bank  notes. 
The  king  has  alfo,  in  a great  meafure,  aboliffi- 
ed  the  numerous  and  complicated  modes  of  pe- 
cuniary computation,  which  varied  in  different 
places,  and  under  different  circumftances,  and 

this  kingdom,  I have  not  yet  feen  one  bit,  however  fmall,  either 
of  gold  or  diver,  in  my  long  journey  from  Helfimborg  to  this  place  j 
Jior  have  they,  I am  well  allured,  any  fuch  commodities  in  the  pro- 
vinces. In  lieu  of  thefe  two  articles,  generally  ufed  amongll  us, 
they  have  two  other  articles  which  fupply  their  place,  namely, 
Copper  and  paper.  Their  bank  notes  are  as  low  as  one  dulling  and 
hxpcnce;  and  they  have  them  of  all  values  riling  gradually  from 
that  fum.  it  is  often  not  a little  diverting,  when  I tendered  them 
one  of  fifty  copper  dollars,  which  is  adequate  to  12/.  6 d.  to  fee 
them  biing  both  their  hands  full  of  copper  coins ; nor  can  they 

convert  it  into  current  money  by  any  other  means.”  Wraxali’s 
Tour,  p.  96. 

Smce  my  lair  vifit  to  Sweden,  gold  and  diver  are  extremely  fcarce  t 
and  I am  now  informed  (1801)  that  bank  notes  are  again  become 
#inioil  trie  piily  currency  in  the  kingdom. 

enjoined 
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enjoined  one  fimple  fpeeies  of  reckoning  to  be 
general  throughout  the  kingdom,  and  indifcri* 
minately  ufed  on  all  occafions 

Military  eftablifhment. 

The  Swedilh  army  is  divided  into  national 
militia,  and  garrifon  regiments;  the  latter,  or 
troops  on  the  German  footing,  are  compofed  of 
natives  and  foreigners  duly  in  lifted,  and  fta- 
tioned  in  the  feveral  garrifons,  who  receive  their 
pay  in  money. 

Although  the  national  militia  fir  ft  took  a regu- 
lar form  under  John  III.  yet  its  fixed  eftablifh- 
ment  was  fettled  by  Charles  XI.  who  refumed 
the  grants  of  the  erown-demefnes  which  had 
been  lavifhed  by  his  predeceffors : fome  he  re- 
ftored,  on  condition  that  the  proprietors  of  a. 
certain  portion  fliould  furnifli  a foldier;  others 

/ 

* They  computed,  on  different  occafions,  and  in  different  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  by  tons  of  gold,  fiver  dollars,  copper  dollars,  rix- 
dollars,  plotes,  fivers,  runfics,  or  cehers,  fome  whereof  were  ima- 
ginary, while  the  intrinfic  worth  of  others  was  different  from  the 
real.  A ton  of  gold  = 100,000  fiver  dollars,  or  300,000  cop- 
per dollars,  fiver  money  being  of  triple  value  to  copper  money  5 
a rix-dollar  = 5/. , a plote  ■=*  1 j.  8 d.\  fiver  dollar  — 10 d.  a cop- 
per dollar  — ■ 3 \d.  = 10  fivers  and  2 runf  ics  3 a fiver  = 1 far- 
thing and  k — 3 runfics  or  copper  gehres.  The  new  mode  of 
computation  introduced  by  his  majefy,  is  by  rix-dollars,  ikelins,. 
and  runfics.  A rix-dollar  = 5 s.  contains  48  Ikelins,  and  a Ike- 
lin  1 2,  runfics.  This  mode  has  been  adopted  by  government,  and 
will,  in procefs  of  time,  become  general;  though  the  people  are, 
from  long  habit,  attached  to  their  antient  complicated  manner  of 
reckoning,  and  will  sot  readily  renounce  it, 

be 
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lie  allotted  for  the  maintenance  of  the  officers. 
It  was  alfo  enacted  during  his  reign,  that  the 
lands  thus  affigned  for  the  fupport  of  the  na- 
tional militia,  ihould  for  ever  remain  appropri- 
ated to  that  purpofe  ; and  thefe  regulations  were 
further  confirmed  and  augmented  in  1723,  with 
the  additional  claufe,  that  they  iliould  be  con- 
fidcred  as  a fundamental  part  of  the  confuta- 
tion, and  never  be  abolifhed. 

The  kingdom  is  divided  into  diftridfs,  which 
are  refpedtively  bound  to  furnifh  and  maintain 
a flipulated  number  of  troops.  Each  holder  of 
a certain  quantity  of  crown  land,  called  a Hem- 
man,  provides  a foldier,  affigns  for  his  mainte- 
nance a fin  all  portion  of  ground,  a cottage,  and 
a barn,  and  allows  him  100  copper  dollars,  or 
£*  ^ per  annum,  a fuit  of  coarfe  clothes, 

aiKi  two  pair  of  flioes.  During'  the  abfence  of 
the  foldier,  either  with  the  army  in  time  of  war, 
or  during  the  annual  reviews,  or  when  he  is  em- 
ployed in  the  fervice  of  government,  the  land- 
holder cultivates  his  ground # for  the 

ence  of  his  family,  and,  when  he  is  prefent, 

* 

* In  my  route  through  Sweden,  I flopped  to  examine  a portion 
of  ground  appropriated  to  the  maintenance  of  a corporal  of  infan- 
try; it  meafured  147  yards  in  length,  and  117  in  breadth  j but  as 
it  was  in  general  a deep  land,  only  part  was  capable  of  being  ad- 
vantageoully  cultivated,  fo  that  it  was  by  no  means  fudicient  for 
the  fubfiftence  of  the  corporal  and  his  family. 


may 


a 
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may  call  upon  him  to  work  at  the  rate  of  the 
common  wages  bellowed  on  a labourer On 
the  death  of  the  foldier,  his  widow  and  chil- 
dren cede  the  ground  and  houfe  to  his  fucceffor, 
whom  the  landholder  is  bound  to  provide  within 
the  fpace  of  three  months,  on  pain  of  being 
lined. 


With  refpect  to  the  cavalry,  a certain  num- 
ber of  hemmans  are  joined  to  furnifh  a man 
and  horfe  fully  equipped,  and  maintain  them, 
both. 

Beficle  4 s.  2 d.  annually  paid  by  the  pro- 
prietors of  each  hemmctn , towards  defraying  the 
expence  of  the  uniforms,  fome  crown-demefnes 
are  appropriated  for  the  fame  purpofe,  but  are 
fearcely  adequate  to  the  charge  of  clothing  two- 
regiments.  As  the  national  troops  are  not,  in 
time  of  peace,  under  arms  for  a longer  fpace 
than  three  weeks  in  the  year,  they  are  feldom 


provided  with  new  uniforms  oftener  than  once 
in  eight  or  nine  years.  On  a fimilar  principle, 
the  officers  receive,  inftead  of  their  pay  in 
money,  eftates  in  land,  called  hojl&lle,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  fame  province  to  which  the  regiment 


* On  an  average  a man’s  wages  may  be  reckoned  at  5f  d.  per 
day;  excepting  in  harveft-time,  then  they  are  feldom  3efs  than  ix d.. 
and  fornetimes  as  high  as  i s.  rod.  for  mowing**  in  the  fertile  and 
wej  1-cult ivated  provinces,  A woman  may  gain  about  3 A per 
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belongs,  and  are  allowed  an  additional  appoint- 
ment in  corn  from  the  king’s  tythes.  Each  pro- 
vince being  divided  into  a number  of  hcmmans 
fufficient  to  fupport  a regiment;  the  fmaller 
provinces  furniih  the  regiments  of  infantry,  and 
the  larger  thole  of  cavalry.  The  eftate  appro- 
pr  rated  to  the  colonel  is  fituated  towards  the 
center  of  the  province,  and  of  the  grounds 
affigned  to  his  regiment ; that  of  the  captain  in 
the  middle  of  thofe  belonging  to  his  company ; 
and  in  a fimilar  gradation  to  the  corporal. 

In  every  year,  either  before  or  after  harvefl, 
when  the  peafants  are  leaf;  employed,  the  com- 
panies of  each  regiment  are  feparately  aflembled 
for  a fortnight  or  three  weeks.  The  landholder 
is  obliged  to  tranfport  the  man  and  his-bap-crao'e 
to  the  place  of  rendezvous,  and  maintain  him 
during  his  11  ay  at  the  review.  Befide  thefe  an- 
nual encampments,  once  in  three  years  a general 
review  of  each  regiment  takes  place.  The  men 
are  alfo  conftantly  exercifed  on  Sundays,  after 
divine  fervice,  in  fmall  parties,  and  in  larger 
corps  for  fame  time  before  the  encampment,  but 
particularly  in  fpring.  If,  in  time  of  war,  thefe 
troops  march  out  of  the  country,  the  crown  re- 
ceives the  ufual  contributions  from  the  land- 
holder, and  provides  the  foldicrs  with  clothes, 
provifions,  and  pay. 


In 
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In  the  Spring  of  1779  the  following  was 
nearly  the  hate  of  the  Swedifh  army: 


REGULAR  TROOPS. 


Nine  * regiments  of  infantry 

- 

9,000 

T wo  of  cavalry 

- 

- 

SOO 

Artillery 

** 

i*9 

2, goo 

Total  of  regular  troops 

tS9 

1 

1 2,700 

NATIONAL  MILITIA. 


Twenty-one  regiments  of  infantry 

£4,000 

Seven  of  cavalry 

7>4°o 

Light  dragoons  - 

Total  of  national  militia 

- 

34,800 

i 

Total  of  regular  and  national  troops 

- 

47,500 

I fhall  clofe  this  chapter  with 

a few  remarks 

on  the  Penal  laws. 

There  are  four  fuperior  courts  of  jufticc,  called 
Hof-rastt : at  Stockholm  for  Sweden  Proper, 
at  Jonkioping  for  the  kingdom  of  Gothland, 
at  Abo  for  South  Finland,  and  at  Y ala  for  North 
Finland.  No  fentence  of  death  palled  by  the 

* The  largeft  regiments  contain  1670,  the  final  left  1000,  and  are 
divided  into  companies.  The  ftaff-officers  are,  a colonel,  lieu- 
tenant-colonel, two  majors,  a quarter- maker,  who  ranks  as  captain, 
and  two  adjutants.-— Each  company  of  170  men  has  a captain, 
lieutenant,  enfign,  five  non-conxmiflioned  officers,  and  fix  cor- 
porals, included  in  the  150; 
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inferior  courts  can  be  executed,  unlefs  ratified 
by  theft  tribunals. 

Every  final!  town  has  one  court  of  juft  ice, 
called  Radftugu-r&tt ; and  every  large  town 
two,  one  denominated  Radfiugu-raett,  and  the 
other  KaemnfitjS-rastt.  In  Stockholm  there  are 
four  Kammcrs-netcer  for  the  four  difmeis  of  the 
city.  1 he  interior  tribunals  a re  Ki&raciT's 
ratter,  which  aflemble  dccafionally  in  the 
principal  towns,  and  Ilarad'&-ra?tt,  or  a kind 
of  aflizes,  generally  held  three  times  a year, 
under  the  county  judges.  It  may  not  be  unin- 
tereftirig  to  mention  in  this  place,  that,  in  the 
latter,  there  is  a kind  of  jury,  confifting  of  twelve 
peafants,  ehofcn  by  the  diftricl,  and  confirmed 
by  the  governor  of  the  province  : they  continue 

3 tv 


in  office  for  life,  and  ft  veil,  of  them  form  a court. 
In  all  criminal  cafes  the  judge  demands  their 
opinion,  which  prevails  again  ft  his-  decifion,  if 
they  are  unanimous.  But  this  inftitution,  ac- 
cording to  practice,  is  a mere  formality  : for  the 
jurymen  in  the  criminal  courts  # are  fo  ignorant 
and  poor,  that  moil  of'  them  pay  implicit  de- 
ference to  the  dictates  of  the  judge;  their  fen- 
timents  have  only  force  when  they  all  agree, 
and  they  are  not,  as  in  England,  obliged  to  be 
unanimous.  The  fupinenefs  indeed,  and  paft 

In  civil  procenes,  the  jurymen  are  not  fo  inngniheant:  being 
for  the  moft  part  the  richeft  pea(ant-s. 

S 

fi  vends.. 
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fivfcnefs,  of  thefe  infignificant  retainers  ofjuftice 
are  io  notorious,  that  a man,  remarkable  for 
indolence  and  inattention,  is  commonly  faid  to 
be  as  Jleepy  as  a juryman. 

The  iifual  modes  of  execution  in  Sweden  are 
beheading  and  hanging.  Every  criminal  capi- 
tally convicted  is  indulged  with  the  privilege 
of  petitioning  the  king  : he  either  complains  of 
unjiift  condemnation,  and  demands  a revifal  of 
tne  lenience , or,  it  lie  confeffes  his  guilt,  may 
implore  pardon,  or  a mitigation  of  punifhment. 
So  mild  are  the  penal  lav/s,  that  feveral  offences, 
which  in  other  countries  are  conlidered  as  capital, 
are  chaftifed  by  whipping,  condemnation  to 
bieadand  water,  imprifonment,  and  hard  labour; 
more  than  ICO  ftrokes  of  the  rod  are  never  in- 
dicted , hoi  is  a criminal  fen  ten  ced  to  bread  and 
water  for  more  than  cs  days. 

Many  flagrant  abufes  in  the  courts  of  juftice 
have  been  reformed  and  corrected  by  the  kmo- 
In  all  cafes  or  high-treafon,  previous  notice  muft 
be  fent  to  the  crown  before  any  court  can  com-- 
me  ace  an  mcjuiiy,  an  ordinance  which  lias  nut 
a hop  to  many  frivolous  and  vexatious  accu- 
fciti  on  o.  Let  ore  the  accefiion  of  Guftavns  the 
'Ihird,  it  was  common  for  perfohs indi&ed,  but 
not  convi&ed,  of  crimes,  to  fuffer  an  imprifon* 
raeiit  ot  feveral  years  without  being  tried  ; but, 
by  the  abolition  of  many  tedious  forms,  every 

L *2  criminal 


/ 


TRAVELS  I N SWEDE  X. 


TP  — 

JL>.  i » 


1*48 

criminal  is  arraigned  within  a fhort  period  after 
commitment,  the  good  effects  of  which  altera- 
tion require  no  comment.  His  majefty  in- 
creafed  the  falaries  of  the  judges,  and  configured 
their  iliare  of  the  fines  inflicted  by  their  decifion 
to  other  ufes : by  this  judicious  regulation  he 
greatly  leffened  the  corruption  and  injuftice 
which  prevailed  in  thofe  tribunals;  for  the 
fcanty  incomes  of  the  judges  expofed  them  to 
bribery;  while  a fliare  in  the  fines  rendered 
them  interefted  in  convicting  the  criminal.  The 
king  alfo  promoted  the  rights  of  humanity,  by 
fuppreffing,  in  1773,  the  cruel  and  abfurd  prac- 
tice of  torture,  which  was  employed  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  obtaining  a confefiion  of  guilt. 

One  excellent  regulation  in  the  courts  of 
Sweden. defer ves  to  be  mentioned,  and  adopted 
in  all  countries ; a criminal  is  tried  without  ex- 
pence to  the  plaintiff  or  defendant.  The  pro- 
1 cento r denounces  a perfon  fufpeCted  of  guilt  to 
the  king’s  officer  of  juCtice,  who  carries  on  the 
procefs  at  the  public  charge. 
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Departure  from  Stockholm.— Defcription  of  Upfala.— Antient 
palace. — Cataftrophe  of  the  Sture  family. — Madaefsof  Eric  XIV. 

■ — Cathedral. — Tomb  and  charadter  of  Guftavus  Vafa. — Genea- 
logical table  of  the  kings  of  Sweden  his  defendants.—’ Tomb  of 
John  III.— Catharine  Jaghellon. — Benedidl  Oxenftiern. — Lau- 
rentius  Petri. — Account  of  the  univerfity. — Public  library. — ■ 
Codex  Argenteus  — Profelfor  Bergman.— Royal  Society. — -Mo- 
ratteen,  antient  place  of  enthronement  for  the  kings  of  Sweden. 

ALTHOUGH  my  Lay  in  Sweden  was 
limited,  I was  unwilling  to  quit  the  coun- 
try without  viliting  Gotheborg,  the  molt  com- 
mercial town  next  to  Stockholm,  and  viewing 
the  canal  of  Trolhastta.  My  companions  prc 
ferrine;  to  fee  the  mines  of  Fahlun  and  Dan- 
nemora,  I quitted  them  at  Stockholm,  and  re- 
joined them  at  Carlfcropa.  Having  purchafed 
an  open  cart,  the  common  travelling  vehicle  in 
this  country,  which  was  rendered  more  com- 
modious by  two  arm-chairs  hung  on  fp rings, 
I fct  out  early  on  the  4th  of  March,  accom- 
panied by  a Sweclilli  fervant,  who  fpoke  French, 
as  my  interpreter,  and  arrived  the  fame  day 
at  Upfala,  which  is  diftant  45  miles  from  the 
capital. 

l 3 Upfala, 
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I.  pfala,  which  hands  in  the  beginning  of  an 

open  plain  fertile  in  grain  and  p.afture,  is  a fmall 

but,  neat  town,  containing,  exclulive  of  the 

ftndents,  SOOO  inhabitants.  The  ground-nlot  is 

extremely  regular : it  is  divider!  into  two  almoft 

equal  parts  by  the  rivulet  Sala,  and  the  ftreets 

are  drawn  at  right-angles  from  a central  kind 

of  fqiiare,  Some  houfes  are  built  with  brick  and 

ftuccoed  ; but  the  generality  are  confi meted 

with  trunks,  fmoothed  into  the  ibapeo'f  planks, 

and  painted  red,  and  the  roofs  are  covered 

with  turf  Each  houfe  has  a fmall  court-yard, 
or  garden. 

Oul  L pfala,  which  is  a place  of  high  an- 
tiquity, and  mentioned  in  the  earlieft  accounts 
ofthefe  Northern  countries,  is  fuppofed  to  have 
Hood  at  a irnall  diftance  from  the  fite  of  the 
preunt  town;  it  was  much  celebrated  as  the 
principal  place  of  facrifice  in  times  of  Pagan 
fuperftition,  and  as  the  refidence  of  the  high- 
prieft  of  Oden  *.  New  Upfala,  however,  is  far 
anterior  to  the  foundation  of  Stockholm : no 
authentic. records,  indeed,  afeertain  its  origin  ; 
lmt_  feveraI  antiquaries  have,  with  much  pro- 
bability conjeaured,  that  it  was  a fuburb  of 
OkI  Upfala,  and  rofe  upon  its  ruins. 


» Snorro  StuHenfis  Hift.  .Reg.  Norweg.  vol.  i.  c.  ;6.  Dahlin’ 
Gtfjfcichre  von  Sweden,  vol,  j.paffim. 

i Tennlkioldi  Upfala  Nova. 
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erly  the  metropolis  of  Swe- 
royal  refid e n ce.  1 lie  antient  pa- 


lace, be  earn  in  1549  # by  Guftavus  Vaia,  and 
completed  by  bis  fon  Erie,  was  a fpacious  and 
magnificent  building,  until  great  part  was,  in 
1702,  con  fumed  by  fire.  The  remains,  which 
fiand  on  an  elevated  fitc,  and  command  a fine 
profpeft  of  the  adjacent  country,  confift  of  an 
entire  wing,  a final  l part  of  another,  and  the 
principal  front,  which  lias  been  repaired,  and  is 
covered  with  a red  ftucco.  An  old  entrance, 
yafit  mafies  of  mins,  arches,  vaults,  and  large 
piles  of  brick  and  mortar,  are  evident  traces  of 
antient  fpiendour.  The  room  in  which  the  diet 
of  Sweden  ufed  to  afiemble  is  now  converted  into 
a granary,  and  affords  no  other  proofs  of  former 
importance  than  its  dimenfions,  being  140  feet 
in  length,  and  90  in  breadth.  The  few  re- 
maining apartments  in  the  ruined  wing,  are  ufed 
as  the  common  jail. 

Underneath  are  three  dungeons,  which  were 
formerly  appropriated  to  the  confinement  of  ftate- 
prifoners ; the  moft  remarkable  of  whom  was 
count  Svante  Stare,  descended  from  an  antient 
family,  which  gave  feveral  adminiftrators  to 
Sweden,  and,  before  the  election  of  Guftavus 
V afa,  had  the  faireft  prctenfions  to  the  throne. 
On  a door  of  one  of  thefc  dungeons  my  con - 


* Perinddoldi  UpfalaNova,  p.  say. 
L 4 
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duCtoi  pointed  outfeveral  rude  characters,  which, 
according  to  tradition,  were  made  by  count 
Svante  in  the  agony  of  his  cl  if  refs,  and  as  a 
memorial  of  his  grief  for  the  death  of  his  fon. 
The  fight  of  thefe  characters,  and  the  name  of 
Sture,  brought  to  my  recollection  the  Hidden 
extinction  of  that  much-injured  family,  to  which 
thefe  walls  were  a witnels,  and  the  gloomy 
madnefs  of  Lric,  which  occafioned  that  dread- 
fulB  cataftrophe.  The  miftruft  and  fufpicion 
which  that  unfortunate  monarch  conceived 
eg  am  it  the  nobility  of  Sweden,  mcreaimg  with 
the  di fired es  of  his  reign,  hurried  him  at  length 
into  a ftate  of  infanity : he  faw  a plot  in  the. 
molt  common  occurrences,  and  gave  implicit 
credit  to  idle  rumours  of  intended  revolts,  art- 

fully  fpread  by  his  favourites  to  intimidate  or 
exafperate  hint. 

The  family  of  Sture  had  long  been  the  chief 
objeCi  of  his  jealoufy,  and  had  already  ex- 
penenced  fome  unwarrantable  acts  of  power. 
Is  icholas,  tne  fon  of  count  Svante,  being,  in 
citea  oy  Lric  before  the  diet,  on  a charge 
6f  mifcondu6l  at  the  fiege  of  Bohus,  was  found 
guilty,  and  condemned  to  death.  The  kino-, 
however,  inftead  of  buffering  the  fentcnce  to  he 
inflicted,  or  of  remitting  it  entirely,  afted  with 
Ins  ufual  inconfiftency.  He  ordered  him  to  be 
conveyed  in  mock  pr  ocelli  on  through  the  facets 
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of  Stockholm  with  a crown  of  ftraw  on  his  head; 
vet,  foon  after  this  public  affront,  he  again  re- 
ceived him  into  favour,  and  appointed  him  em- 
baffador  to  the  court  of  Loraine.  But  I haften- 
to  the  event  which  gave  rife  to  this  detail,  the 
imprifonment  and  extinction  of  the  Sture  family. 
On  the  flighted  fufpicions  merely  derived  from 
rumour,  and  forne  fuborned  witneffes,  count 
Sva  nte  and  his  fons  Eric  and  Nicholas,  and 
feveral  other  perfons  of  the  fir  ft  di  function,  were 
in  1567,  accufed  of  eonfpiring  again  ft  the  life 
of  the  king,  arrefted,  and  confined  in  the  palace 
of  Upfala.  While  the  trials  were  pending,  a 
report  being  f bread  that  his  brother  John,  whom 
the  king  had  imprifoned  at  Gripfholm,  had 
efcaped  from  confinement,  Eric  fuddcnly  re- 

JL 

paired  to  the  apartment  in  which  Nicholas 
Sture  was  confined,  and  accofted  him  with  the 
appellation  of  traitor.  The  young  count  en- 
deavouring to  appeafe  his  fury  by  throwing 
himfclf  at  his  feet,  the  king  ftabbed  him  in  the 
arm;  Sture,  drawing  the  dagger  from  the  wound, 
killed  it  and  prefented  it  to  Eric,  who,  unmoved 
with  this  affecting  inftance  of  loyalty,  repeated 
the  blow,  and  ordered  his  fervant  to  finilh  the 
murder.  Seized  with  an  inftantaneous  fit  of 
remode,  he  flew  to  the  dungeon  of  count  Svante, 
and  falling  at  his  feet,  called  him  his  friend, 
exclaiming  in  an  agony  of  defpair,  “ In  God’s 
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c*  name,  I entreat  you  to  forgive  what  I have 
s£  committed  againft  yoga.”  “ Willinedv,”  re- 
plied  the  old  count,  melting*  into  tears  of  com- 
paffion ; “ but  if  my  fon’s  life  is  in  danger, 

“ you  mu  ft  anfwer  for  it  before  God.”  “ Yes, 

yes,”  replied  the  king  in  a tranfport  of  rage, 

“ I was  fare  that  I fliould  never  obtain  your 
“ pardon;”  then  giving  orders  to  the  jailor  to 
fecure  the  count,  he  haftily  quitted  the  palace  in 
a peafanfs  drefs,  and,  accompanied  by  a few 
guards,  roved  about  the  country  in  a frantic 
manner.  Dennis  Bury,  his  preceptor,  over- 
taking  him  at  a final!  diftance  from  the  town, 
fell  proftrate  at  his  feet,  and  conjured  him  to 
fpare  the  lives  of  the  noble  prifooers  ; a petition 
which  proved  as  fatal  to  himfelf  as  to  Jthofe 
for  whom  he  interceded : for  Erie  gave  figns  to 
one  of  his  guards,  who  killed  Bury  on  the  fpot, 
and  difpatched  immediate  orders  to  the  jailer  at 
XJpfalafor  the  execution  of  the  prifoners;  orders 
of  a madman,  which  were  too  readily  obeyed, 
and  which  extirpated  at  once  the  ancient  family 
of  the  Stares. 

Mean  while,  Eric  wandered  about  th<?  woods 
in  a ftate  of  remorfe  and  diftraftipn,  and  was 
difeovered  on  the  fourth  day  hv  his  wife  Ca- 

.y  %J  . 

tharine : die  found  him  in  the  parfonage  of 
Odenfaia,  wild  with  grief  and  del  pair and 

* Ebaem  wildem  Thier  aehnlicher  als  einem  Menfchen.  Dab l in. 
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fcattering  money  among  the  people  who  were 
affeinbled  upon  this  melancholy  occafion.  The 
prefence  of  his  beloved  Catharine  operated  like 
a chanrn : die  calmed  his  agonies,  prevailed  on 
him  to  take  nourishment  and  repofe,  and  accom- 
panied him  to  Stockholm,  where  he  gradually 
recovered  his  fenfes.#  But  foon  relap  Sing  into 
his  former  ftate  of  miftruft  and  fufpicion,  his  ad- 
ministration became  fo  weak  and  odious,  that, 
in  the  following  year,  he  was  depofed  by  his 
two  brothers,  who  united  their  forces  again  ft 
him.  John  afcended  the  throne  which  Eric 
had  unworthily  filled.  In  another  place,  I 
Shall  mention  the  circumftances  of  his  impri- 
sonment and  death. f 

Upfala  is  an  archiepifcopal  fee,  and  one  of 
the  moil  antient  Chriftian  eilablifhments  in 
Sweden.  Everinus  was  the  fir  ft  bifhop ; by 
birth  an  Englishman,  he  came  in  1026,  into  this 
country,  at  the  requeft  of  king  Glaus  Scotkonung, 
to  affift  in  converting  the  natives  of  Old  LTpfala 
to  Christianity  J.  The  Similarity  of  the  English 
and  Swedish  languages  is  mentioned  as  the  mo- 
tive which  firft  brought  Everinus,  and  after- 
wards Several  of  his  countrymen,  into  thefe  parts 

* See  Dahlia's  Gef.  vol.  3.  p.  511,  &c.  Celfius  Hilt.  d’Erip 
XIV.  Liv.  9. 

t See  chap.  9,  of  this  book. 

4.  See  Dahl  in,  vol,  z-  46?,  &c, 
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as  preachers  of  the  Gofpel.  He  was  no  lefs  qua- 
lified for  this  office  from  his  knowledge  of  the 
Swedifli  idiom,  than  from  the  meeknefs  of  his  dif- 
pofition ; not  compelling,  as  was  too  ufual,  the 
natives  to  embrace  the  Chriftian  dbdtrines  by  vio- 
lence and  perfecution ; but  introducing  the  Gof- 
pel by  pcrfuafion  and  example.  His  fuccelfors  in 
the  fee  refided  for  the  moil  part  at  Sigtuna,  until 
1120,  when  Nicholas  Ulplifon  fixed  the  refi- 
dence  at  Old  Upfala.  Stephen,  a native  of  Eafl 
Gothland,  the fevenfn biffiop,  was  the firft arch- 
billiop : he  was  railed  to  that  dignity  in  1164, 
and  died  in  1 185.  Falko,  who  was  confecrated 
in  1267,  and  expired  in  1276,  firft  transferred 
the  refidence  to  New  Upfala.  The  imme- 
diate occafion  of  this  change  in  the  archie- 
pifcopal  feat  was  the  deftrucfion  of  the  ca- 
thedral at  Old  Upfala  by  fire  in  1246;  foon 
afterwards  the  prefent  cathedral which  is 
fituated  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  was  erebtcd. 
It  is  a large  building  of  brick,  in  the  Gothic 
ftyle  of  architecture,  excepting  two  towers  of 
later  date,  which  are  ornamented  with  fmall 
marble  pillars  of  the  Doric  order,  and  disfigure 
the  general  fymmetry.  The  foundation  was 
laid  in  the  middle  of  the  l 3th  centurv,  under 
the  direction  of  Stephen  Bonneville,  a French 

* Perlnfk.  chap.  2.  and  g, 
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architect  * after  the  model  of  the  church  of 
Notre  Dame  at  Paris. 

Entering  the  cathedral  I beheld  with  the  great- 
eft  reverence,  and  even  a degree  of  enthufiaftic 
admiration,  the  fepulchre  which  covers  the  alhes 
of  Guftavus  Vafa;  it  ftands  in  a private  chapel, 
and  is  an  oblong  monument  of  marble,  with 
pyramids  at  each  angle']':  his  figure  is  repie- 
fented  in  marble  between  thole  of  his  two  firft 
wives  Catharine  and  Margaret,  whofe  remains 
are  interred  in  the  fame  tomb. 

Born  in  a private  ftation,  and  bred  in  t% 
fchool  of  adverfity,  Guftavus  obtained  and  de- 
ferved  a crown  by  the  firft  of  all  titles,  the  af- 
fedion  and  gratitude  of  his  countrymen.  To 
him  Sweden  was  indebted  for  deliverance  from 
a foreign  yoke,  and  the  oppreffions  of  a tyrant; 
for  the  abolition  of  an  elective,  and  the  efta- 
blifhment  of  an  hereditary  monarchy,  and  for 
the  introduction  of  the  proteftant  religion.  An 
infeription  upon  the  tomb  informs  us,  that  Guf- 
tavus w^as  born  in  1490,  chofen  adminiftrator  of 
Sweden  1520,  eleded  king  1523,  crowned  1528, 
and  died  in  1560,  in  the  70th  year  of  his  age, 
and  in  the  40th  of  a glorious  reign.  Equally 
great  as  a legiflator,  a warrior,  and  a politician, 

* Perinfk.  Mon.  Ulkrakenfia,  p.  iS. 

f There  were  four  pyramids  j but  one  having  fallen  down,  there 
are  only  three  remaining. 
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he  diftinguifhed  hlmfelf  in  every  ftation ; whe* 
ther  we  confider  his  cool  intrepidity  and  enter- 
p riling  fpirit,  his  honeft  integrity  and  political 
foi  efight,  his  talents  for  legiilation,  his  attach- 
nient  to  letters,  and  encouragement  of  learning 
Ins  ah  ability,  and  his  fob  cl  and  enlightened 
piety.  Thefe  great  qualities,  fet  off  by  a grace- 
ful and  majeftic  perfon,  and  heightened  by  the 
moft  commanding  eloquence,  drew  general  eft 
teem  and  admiration;  and  it  may  be  juftly  faid  of 
hum,  that  the  moft  arbitrary  monarch  never  ex- 
ercifed  a more  unbounded  fwav  over  his  vaftals, 
than  Guftavus  poffeffed  from  the  voluntary  aft 
fedtion  of  his  tree- born  fubjedts.  In  a word,  he 
V as  a xovereign  wno  was  efteemed  by  foreigners 

own  people,  by  con  tempo* 
raries  as  well  as  by  pofterity,  one  of  the  wifeft 


and  bed  that  ever  adorned  a throne.  Befide 
feveral  inferiptions,  and  a Latin  epitaph  in 
Hexameter  veife,  two  genealogical  tables  are 
engraved  upon  the  tomb,  which  trace  his  line- 
age from  the  antient  princes  of  the  North;  as 
if  his  great  virtues  did  not  reflect,  rather  than 


borrow,  luftre  upon  the  moft  confpicuous  anceft 
try.  Guftavus  is  the  father  of  a line  of  kinus, 
called  from  him  the  Houfe  of  Yafa,  whole  poft 
4'crity  ftill  fways  the  Swedifh  Iceptrei 
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Genealogical  Table  of  the  Kings  of  Sweden  of  the  Houfe  of  Vasa. 

i Gl'stavus  Ericscn  Vasa,  b.  1490;  king  1623;  d.  1560:  married,  1.  Catharine  of  Saxe  Lauenburgh;  2.  Margaret  Leyonhufwud ; 

3.  Catharine  Steinbock. 


. EeicXIV.  b.  1533;  depofed 
156$;  -d.  1577  , mar.  Catha- 
rine  Mans. 


Gcstayus, 
b.  156S ; 
d in  Ruffia 
1607. 


Si  grid  Ay  m. 
Count  Tote. 


John  III.  b.  1537;  king 
156S,  upon  the  depofition 
of  Eric;  d.  1592  : m.  i. 
Catharine  Jaghellon,  prin- 
cefs  of  Poland ; 2.  Sum- 
mila  Bielka. 


5.  Charles  IX.  b.  1550;  king  upon  the  dethronement 
of  Sigifmond;  d.  16115  m.  1.  Maria  princefs  Pala- 
tine 5 2.  Chfiftina  princefs  of  Holftein. 


. Sigismond,  b.  1566  ; 
k.  of  Poland  1587";  of 
Sweden  1592  ; de- 
throned 1604; d. 1632 ; 
mar.  1.  Anne  daugh- 
ter of  the  archduke 
Charles;  2.  her  filter 
Conftance. 


John  duke  of  Eaft 
Gothland,  b.  1589. 


Catharine,  b.  1584;  d.  1638; 
m.  Cafimir  prince  Palatine  of 
the  Rhine. 


Christina  Magdalen, 
m.  Frederic  VI.  mar- 
grave of  Baden  Dur- 
lac. 


6.  Gustavus  Adolphus,  b.  1594; 
d.  1632;  mar.  Maria  Eleonora 
princefs  of  Brandenburgh. 


8.  Charles  X.  Guftavus  duke 
of  Deuxponts ; king  1654, 
upon  the  abdication  of  Chris- 
tina's d.  1660;  m.  Hedvvige 
Eleonora  princefs  of  Holftein- 
Gottorp. 


7.  Christina 
b.  1626;  ab- 
dicated 1654; 
d.  at  Rome 
1689. 


Ladjslaus  iv.  king 
of  Poland. 


John  Casimir, 
k.  of  Poland. 


John  Albert. 


AlbertinaFrederica, 
m.  Chriftian  Augufius  of 
the  Houfe  of  Holftein- 
Eutin. 


9.  Charles  XI.  b.  1655  ; d.  1697  ; m.  Ulrica  Eleo- 
nora daughter  of  Frederic  III.  king  of  Denmark 


13.  Adolphus  Freder-ic,  b.  1710; 

bilhop  of  Lubec  1727  ; king 
1751;  d.  1771;  m.  Louifa  Ul- 
rica daughter  of  Frederic  Wil- 
liam king  of  Pruflia. 


jg.  Gustavus  III. 
b.  1746  5 roar. 
1766  Magdalen 
Sophia  princefs 
of  Denmark ; 
affaffinated 
March  1792. 


Charles  duke  of  Suder- 
manland,  b.  1748  ; m. 
Hedwige  princefs  of 
Lubec 


Hedavige  Sophia,  b.  1681  ; 
m.  Frederic  duke  of  Hol- 
ftein Gottorp. 


10. Charles  xii. 
b.  1682  j 
d.  1718. 


Frederic  duke  of 
Eaft  Gothland,  b. 
1750. 


Sophia  Albertina, 

b.  1753- 


Charles  Frederic,  b.  1700;  d, 
1739  ; m.  A.nne  daughter  of  Peter 
the  Great. 


11.  Ulrica  Eleonora, 
b.  1688;  queen  up- 
on the  death  of 
Charles  XII.  abdi- 
cated in  1721  in  fa- 
vour of  her  huf- 
band 

12.  Frederic  prince  of 
Helfe  Caffel. 


Charles  Peter  Ulric,  emperor 
of  Ruflfia,  under  the  name  of  Pe- 
ter III. 


Ulrica  b.  1741 ; 
Frederic  1751 


15.  Gustavus  Adolphus  II.  b.  Nov.  1,  17785 
m.  Frederica  princefs  of  Baden. 
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In  an  adjoining*  chapel  repofe  the  allies  of  his 
fecond  fon  John  the  Third,  who  afc ended  the 
throne  of  Sweden  in  1568,  He  did  not  owe 
his  elevation  to  his  own  eminent  qualities,  but 
folely  to  the  infinity  of  his  brother  Eric,  whom 
he  depofed.  This  uxorious  foyereign,  the  de- 
generate fon  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  foon  loft  the 
affection  of  Iris  fubjeets  by  his  imprudent  eon- 
duft,  and  by  his  attempts  to  bring  back  Sweden 
to  the  Roman  Catholic  religion.  His  tender 
coirfcience,  though  it  did  not  prevent  him  from 
poifoning  his  brother  Eric,  yet  induced  him  to 
pay  a fcxupulous  obedience  to  the  ridiculous 
penance*  ordered  by  the  pope  for  the  com- 
miffion  of  the  murder.  Though  a Ingot  in  all 
lefts,  he  teems  to  have  formed  no  fettled  prin- 
ciples of  religion,  but  became  by  turns  a Pro- 
teftant  and  a Catholic,  as  he  was  governed  by 
perfons  of  different  perfuafions.  During  his 
father’s  reign  he  was  a zealous  Lutheran  ; while 
his  fir  ft  wife  Catharine  lived,  a fin  cere  Catholic  ; 
on  his  fecond  marriage  with  a Swedilli  lady,  who 
was  a Lutheran,  his  zeal  for  the  eftablifliment  of 
the  Roman  doctrines  fubfided : and  at  his  death 
he  expreifed  indifference  for  the  introduction 
the  new  liturgy,  which  lie  had  before  enfor 


%o  the  hazard  of  a civil  war.  A fiiort  epitaph, 

0 

* Namely,  to  fait  one  day  in  the  week  5 a penance  which,  it  is 
faid,  he  never  omitted,  Dai.lin,  vol,  4,  p.  80. 
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after  an  exaggerated  defcription  of  his  military 
reputation,  afcribes  to  John  an  accomplidiment 
which  he  poffeffed  in  an  eminent  degree,  the 
knowledge  of  languages.  It  might  have  added, 
an  extenfive  erudition  in  all  branches  of  litera- 
ture, (more  indeed  according  to  the  expreffion 
of  a Swedifli  hiftorian,  than  became  a fove- 
reign,)  a graceful  perfon,  and  the  molt  winning 
affability  of  manners.  He  died  in  1592,  neither 
regretted  nor  efteemed;  Configuring  to  his  fon 
Sigifmond,  king  of  Poland,  together  with  his 
unpopularity  and  fuperftition,  the  feeptre  of 
Sweden  without  authority ; a precarious  pof- 
feflion,  foon  to  be  feized  by  the  father  f of  Guf- 
tavus  Adolphus. 

Under  a fuperb  monument  creeled  by  her 
doating  hufband,  is  depofited  the  body  of  Ca- 
tharine J aghellon,  princefs  of  Poland,  and  con- 
fort  of  John  the  Third,  a woman  of  great  beauty 
and  elegant  manners.  By  her  unfortunate  af- 
cendancy  over  her  uxorious  lord,  die  occafioned 
the  religious  feuds  which  d if  graced  his  admi- 
niftration;  and,  by  inftilling  intolerant  principles 
into  her  fon  Sigifmond,  entailed  on  this  king- 
dom all  the  civil  troubles  which  diffracted  his 

* Dahlin. 

*t  Charles  IX.  fourth  fon  of  Guftavus  Vafa,  who  is  lefs  known 
for  his  own  merits,  which  were  highly  deferving  of  a crown,  than 
as  the  father  of  a hero  who  gave  law  to  Europe. 

reigny 


tot  6 o 


tJ  P S A L A« 


1S1 


reign,  and  terminated  in  the  lofs  of  his  Swedifh 
crown.  Her  death,  which  happened  in  15  83, 
was  friendly  to  the  peace  of  Sweden;  as  her 
Compliant  hufband,  no  longer  inflamed  by  her 
prefence,  cooled  in  his  zeal  to  force  Popery 
upon  his  fubjecis ; and  the  heats  of  religious 
difpute,  which  die  had  kindled  into  a flame,  for 
a time  fubfided. 

In  a fmall  chapel  is  the  fepulchre  of  the 
Stures,  that  illuftrious  family  whofe  extinction 
has  been  already  related.  The  adies  of  the  three 
Stures,  who  fell  a facrifice  to  the  tyranny  of 
Eric,  are  diftinguilhed  by  a monument,  erected  by 
the  widow  of  count  Svante ; it  contains,  befides 
feveral  epitaphs  in  hexameter  verfe,  a pathetic 
infcription  in  Latin  profe  : “ This  is  the  burial- 
place  of  the  laid  remaining  branch  of  the  Stures, 
whofe  antient  and  royal  lineage  was  illuflrated 
by  Steno,  Svante,  and  Steno,  three  fuceeffive  ad- 
miniftrators  of  Sweden,  defer  vedly  fly  led,  for 
their  merits  and  virtues,  Fathers  of  their  country. 
But  Svante,  fon  of  the  latter  Steno,  raifed  to 
the  dignity  of  count  a L the  coronation  of  Eric 
XIV.  and  his  fons  Nicholas  and  Eric,  both  emi- 
nent in  war  and  peace,  fell  viflims  to  a violent 
death  on  the  4th  of  May,  1566,  All  that  was 
great  and  noble  could  not  foothe  the  iron  heart 
of  their  foveteigm  Reader  1 if  thou  art  not 
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equally  unfeeling,  deplore  the  unmerited  catas- 
trophe of  fuch  exalted  virtue.” 

A tomb,  erected  in  honour  of  count  Oxen- 
ftiern,  has  been  miftaken  by  fome  travellers  for 
that  which  covers  the  allies  of  Axel,  the  cele- 
brated chancellor  of  Sweden;  one  of  thegreateft 
.men  that  Sweden,  fertile  in  great  men,  ever 
produced.  But  his  remains  were  depofited  in 
another  place*.  The  perfon  who  lies  interred 
in  this  cathedral  is  his  nephew  Benedict  Oxen- 
ftiern,  who  feems  to  have  inherited  the  political 
abilities  and  great  integrity  of  his  uncle.  Bene- 
dict was  born  in  1623,  and  enjoyed  the  favour 
of  four  fucceifive  Sovereigns.  After  filling 
Several  great  employments,  he  was  raifed,  in 
1688,  to  the  high  office  of  chancellor,  and  died 
in  1702,  in  full  pofielfion  of  his  m after’s  confix 
deuce  and  the  people’s  efteem. 

Falko,  the  firft  archbiihop  who  w7as  interred  in 
this  church,  was  a great  benefaCtor  to  the  fee, 
and  is  the  fame  perfon  mentioned  in  the  former 
part  of  this  chapter,  who,  in  1273,  transferred 
the  epifcopal  feat  from  Old  to  New  Upfala.  lie 
alfo  caufed  the  bones  of  his  predeceffors  to  be 
transported  from  their  burial-place  in  Old  Upfala, 

* Axel  Oxenftiern  died  at  Stockholm  in  Auguft  16545  and  his 
remains  were  interred  at  Tyholm,  in  the  family  vault.  Mem.  de 
Chriftine,  vol.  X.  p.  483. 
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to  the  cathedral;  where  they  were  depofited 
with  great  folemnity 

The  hrft  Proteftant  archbifhop  was  Lauren- 
tius  Petri,  of  the  province  of  Nerike,  who,  in 
conjunction  with  his  brother  Olaus  Petri,  fait 
preached  the  reformed  doCtrines  to  the  Swedes^ 
and  tranflated  tlie  Bible  into  his  native  tongue* 
Soon  after  the  eftablifhment  of  the  Reformation, 
the  introduction  of  which  was  greatly  owing  to 
his  labours,  he  was  confecrated  archbifhop,  and 
continued  to  fill  the  fee  with  credit  until  his 
death,  in  15  70,  in  the  73d  year  of  his  age. 

In  the  fac riftary  of  the  cathedral  are  preferved 
feveral  relics,  both  facred  and  hittorical,  fome 
of  which  I fhall  particularize,  from  their  allufion 
to  the  hittory  of  Sweden.  The  firtt  is  an  old  log 
of  wood  rudely  carved  into  the  refemblance 
of  a head  fcarcely  human,  and  called  the  image 
of  the  god  Thor,  formerly  worfhipped  in  thefe 
parts,  and  to  whom  human  facrifices  were  of- 
fered at  Old  Upfala.  Dahlberg,  in  his  Suecia 
Antiqua  et  Hodierna,  has  given  an  engraving 
of  this  rude  figure,  far  too  elegant  to  bear  much 
refemblance  to  the  original ; but  a more  accurate 
delineation  is  to  be  found  in  Perinfkiold’s  Mo- 
numenta  Ullarekarenjia,  in  which  no  embellifh- 
xnents  are  added. 

* Perinfkioid,  p.  135, 
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A whetftone,  feveral  feet  in  length,  next  at- 
tracted my  attention;  which,  according  to  tra- 
dition, was  fent  by  Albert,  king  of  Sweden, 
in  mockery  to  Margaret,  recommending  her  to 
iharpen  on  it  her  own  fword,  and  the  weapons 
of  her  army  : a taunt  which  he  would  willingly 
have  retraced,  when  routed  and  taken  pri- 
loner  by  the  very  woman  whom  he  affected  to 
defpife. 

The  third  curiofity  was  a ragged  ftripe  of 
linen,  faftened  to  a ftaff  like  a pair  of  colours, 
called  the  tliift  of  Margaret,  which  was  carried 
in  battle  as  the  main  ftandard,  to  animate  the 
troops  by  the  recollection  of  her  martial  fpi- 
rit.  Thefe  remains  were  preferved  at  N u~ 
remberg,  brought  from  thence  when  that  town 
was  taken  by  the  Swedes,  and  depofited  in 
the  cathedral  of  Upfala,  in  honour  of  the  Se- 
iniramis  of  the  north.  How  this  fliift  was  fir  ft 
procured  by  the  inhabitants  of  Nuremberg, 
why  it  was  there  confidered  as  a relic,  and  the 
cxaht  period  of  its  importation  into  Sweden,  I 
inuft  leave  to  be  afcertained  by  tbofe  who  are 
difpofed  to  trace  its  hiftory  and  adventures.  I 
did  not  learn,  however,  that  it  ever  had  the 
honour  of  giving-  a name  to  a particular  colour, 
like  the  drift  of  ifabelia  queen  of  Caftile*, 

The 

# Ifabelia  made  a vow  that  the  would  not  change  her  linen 
until  Grenada,  which  the  thought  would  be  captured  in  a few 

days. 
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The  kings  of  Sweden  were  formerly  crowned 
in  this  cathedral ; but  that  ceremony  is  now 
performed  at  Stockholm,  Ulrica  Eleonora  being 
the  laid  fovereign  who  was  inaugurated  at 


ala. 


Upfala  is  celebrated  for  its  univerfity,  the  mo  ft 
nntient  in  Sweden.  In  1246  Birger  Jarl  efta- 
blifliecl  a fchool  at  this  place ; and  in  1478  Steno 
Sture,  adminiftrator  of  Sweden,  laid  the  firft 
foundation  of  the  univerfity  ; the  plan  of  which 
had  been  formed,  but  not  carried  into  execution, 
by  Eric  of  Pomerania;  the  regulations  were  mo- 
delled after  thofe  of  Paris.  The  inftitutioii 
was  confirmed  in  a diet  which  met  at  Strum- 
gnges  On  the  2d  of  July;  and  the  univerfity  was 
opened  with  due  ceremony  on  the  7th  of  Oc- 
tober*. Guftavus  Vafa  warmly  patronized  it, 
as  the  place  in  which  he  completed  his  edu- 
cation; and  conferred  on  it  fo  many  additional 
privileges;  and  endowed  it  in  fo  ample  a manner, 
that  he  is  jnftly  called  its  fecond  founder.  Under 
John  III.  it  was  transferred  to  Stockholm:  but 
again  reilorcd  to  Upfala  by  Charles  IX.  f During 
the  conftant  wars  in  which  Charles  wras  en^* 
gaged  with  his  rival  Sigifmond  king  of  Poland, 

days,  was  taken.  The  fiege  being  prolonged  for  a confiderable 
time,  the  dirty  hue  of  the  ihift  was  confidered  as  facred,  and  the 
pint  received  the  name  of  Ifabel  or  Roan. 

* Dahlin,  vol.  II.  p.  610. 

f Melt  Scon.  Illuf.  Tom.  IV.  p.  37.  Dahlin* 

%■  M3 


166 


b.  7» 


TRAVELS  I N S W EDEN. 

it  conficlerably  declined ; but  was  again  revived 
by  GuftaVus  Adolphus,  whole  extenlive  know- 
ledge and  protection  of  letters  are  loft  in  the 
fplendour  of  his  military  atchievements.  That 
great  monarch,  befide  conftructing  a large  build- 
ing at  his  own  expence,  endowed  the  univerfity 
with  his  patrimonial  eftate  of  Vafa;  by  which 
donation  the  falaries  of  the  profeffors  were  aug- 
mented, and  150  liudents  maintained.  His  ex- 
ample was  followed  by  his  fuccelfors,  as  well  as 
by  feveral  individuals;  and  the  number  of  fcho- 
lars  has  been  confiderably  increafed. 

At  the  head  of  the  univerfity  is  a chancellor 
(who  is  always  a perfon  of  high  rank  and  con- 
fequence),  chofen  by  the  profeffors,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  king  : lie  regulates  and  explains 
the  ftatutes,  compofes  all  material  differences, 
and  delivers  petitions  and  meifages  from  the 
body  to  the  king.  When  abfent,  his  office  is 
fupplied  by  the  archbifhop  of  Upfala.  The  pre- 
fidency  devolves  by  rotation  on  one  of  the  pro- 
feffors, who  is  ftyled  Ile&or  Magnificus : he  is 
a kind  of  juft  ice  of  peace,  can  punifli  the  Undents 
for  fmall  delinquencies,  by  imprifonment,  and 
fettles  inch  differences  as  are  too  trifling  to  be 
laid  before  the  confiftory. 

The  univerfity  has  its  own  court  of  juftice, 
called  Confiftorium  Minus , for  the  trial  of  the 
fludents  and  dependents ; it  is  compofed  of  a 
^ certain 
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certain  number  of  profeffors,  and  judges  mif- 
demeanors  according  to  common  law.  An 
appeal  lies  from  its  decifion  to  a Confifiorium 
Majus , which  is  formed  by  all  the  profeffors, 
and  in  the  lalt  relbrt  to  the  provincial  court  of 
juftice.  The  profeffors  are  about  twenty-four, 
of  whom  the  principal  are  thofe  of  divinity, 
eloquence,  botany,  anatomy,  chymiftry,  natural 
philofopliy,  aftronomy,  and  agriculture.  Their 
falaries  are  from  £.  70  to  £.  too  per  annum.  On 
a vacancy,  one  of  three  candidates,  prefent- 
ed  by  their  body,  is  nominated  by  the  king. 
During  each  term  the  profeffors  give  four  public 
lectures  in  the  week  gratis , and  the  fame  num- 
ber of  private  lectures,  for  which  they  receive 
from  each  of  thole  who  attend,  the  ftipulated 
fum  of  five  drillings.  A profeffor,  who  has  con- 
tinued in  office  for  the  fpace  of  thirty  years,  is 
allowed  to  retire  with  the  title  of  Emeritus , and 
enjoys  his  ialary  during  life. 

Students  are  admitted  into  the  univerfity  at 
the  age  of  fixteen,  for  the  completion  of  their 
academical  ftudies.  They  clo  not  inhabit,  as  in 
our  univerfities,  any  diftimT  college  or  colleges ; 
but  lodge  in  the  town,  and  repair  to  the  leisures 
of  the  profeffors,  either  at  their  houfes,  or  at  the 
public  halls.  The  poorer  {indents  are  abided  in 
their  expences  by  fcholarfhips,  called  Jlipendia  ; 
fomc  founded  by  the  crown,  others  by  private 
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perfons,  but  generally  allotted  for  the  natives 
of  particular  provinces.  The  higheft  in  value 
of  thefe  fcholarihips  amounts  to  about  £.13  pet 
annum. 

The  common  degrees,  granted  by  this  uni- 
verfity,  are  Philo  fop  hice  Candidatus,  which  an- 
fwers  to  Bachelor  of  Arts;  and  Philo foph'ue 
Magijler , to  Mafter  of  Arts.  A ftudent 
ought  to  be  24  years  of  age,  to  receive  his  firft 
de  gree;  but  this  rule  is  not  {briefly  obierved. 
He  mull:  undergo  feveral  examinations  from 
various  profefTors,  and  compofe  a Latin  thefis, 
which  he  is  bound  to  defend  in  the  fchools. 
Having  taken  his  firft  degree,  he  may  commence 
his  exercifes  for  the  fecond,  which  confift  in 
another  Latin  thefis,  in  holding  a public  depu- 
tation, and  reading  a lecture  in  the  fame  lan- 
guage. The  graduates  in  divinity,  law,  and 
phyfic,  are  ftyled  Theologue , &c.  Candidatus , 
Licentiatus , and  Potior.  The  dodtors  of  la\v 
and  phyfic,  in  order  to  obtain  their  diplomas, 
pais  certain  examinations,  and  hold  public  a<5t$ 
in  their  reipeciive  profeffions,  fomewhat  fimilav 
to  thofe  paifed  by  the  matters  of  arts ; the  fame 
forms  are  required  from  the  doctors  of  divinity  ; 
unlefs,  as  is  the  ufual  practice,  they  are  created 
on  the  king’s  mandate. 

there  is  no  academical  difcipline;  the  itu- 
aents  being  only  liable  to  be  pimifhed  by  the 
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prelident  and  confiftory,  according  to  the  com^ 
mon  law,  for  mifdemeanors  and  delinquencies. 
One  inftitution,  however,  prefer ves  fome  degree 
of  order  and  fubordination,  the  divilion  of  the 
ftudents  into  provincial  dalles  according  to  their 
rcfpective  counties.  Each  clafs  has  a profelfor 
at  its  head,  called  Infpe&or , and  two  fub di- 
rectors, ftyled  Cur  at  or  ts : the  other  members 
are  divided  into  Seniores  and  Junior es ; the 
former  of  whom,  in  fome  meafure,  regulate  the 
conduct  of  the  latter.  Each  clafs  alfembles 
feparately,  in  the  houfe  of  the  particular  pro- 
felfor, at  leaft  fix  times  a year,  and  oftener  if 
occafion  requires.  At  thefe  meetings  the  junior 
ftudents  pals  certain  exercifes,  which  they,  who 
do  not  perform,  cannot  be  raifed  to  the  rank 
of  feniors. 

Though  the  ftudents  have  no  regular  drefs  ; 
yet,  on  certain  occafions,  and  particularly  when 
they  take  their  mailer’s  degree,  they  appear  in  a 
black  filk  cloak ; they  ought  alfo,  according  to 
the  ftatutes  of  the  univerfity,  to  wear  the  fame 
drefs  when  they  keep  their  adts ; but  for  this 
omiffion  they  ufually  pay  a fmall  line.  The  pro- 
felfors  are,  on  days  of  ceremony,  clad  in  black 
cloaks  ; the  doctors  of  divinity  are  diftinguifhed 
by  a hat  of  black  filk  ; the  doctors  of  law  by  one 
of  white;  and  thofe  of  phyfic  by  one  of  green 
or  fkv-blue.  The  number  of  ftudents  varies 

every 
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every  year, 

as  in 

all  fludluatinsr 

0 

bodies ; 

but  on 

an  average  may  be  hated 

at  five  i 

bund  red 

# 

e> 

S prin 

g Term. 

1 

\ 

Aug  oft  Term. 

N°  of 

N°  of 

Admiffions. 

Students. 

Admi0jons.  Students.  A&s. 

In 

1768 

79 

557 

— 99 

493 

3* 

1769 

94 

552 

— 1 1 6 

568 

34 

177° 

127 

649 

— 87 

461 

68 

1771 

106 

492 

— 88 

48  S 

45 

1772 

99 

538 

97 

470 

44 

3773 

130 

569 

- 83 

563 

62 

1774 

337 

604 

— 102 

. 59+ 

36 

0 

D75 

*33 

628 

— 115 

657 

64 

1776 

103 

575 

— 1 10 

5'4 

91 

1777 

115 

53i 

— 113 

54* 

51 

During  this 

period  of  ten  year 

s,  were 

created 

40  debtors  in  divinity,  23  in  phytic,  and  15 1 in 
arts. 

This  univerfity,  juftly  called  by  Stillingfieet, 
“ that  great,  and  hitherto  unrivalled  fchool  of 
natural  hiftory,”  is  the  firlt  feminary  of  the 
North  for  academical  education,  and  has  pro- 
duced perfons  eminent  in  every  branch  of 
fcience.  The  learned  publications  given  to 
the  world  by  its  members,  prove  the  flom 
rifliing  ftate  of  literature,  and  the  tliefes  com- 
pofed  by  the  ftudents  on  their  admiffion  to  their 
degrees,  would  form  an  interefting  colleftion, 

* Chronicle  der  Univerfitat  Upfala  in  Schloetzer’s  Briefwechfd* 

III.  p.  1 66. 
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Many  of  tliefe  tra&s,  on  various  fubjecls  of 
polite  literature,  antiquities,  languages,  &c. 
which  have  fallen  under  my  obfervation,  evince 
the  erudition  and  tafte  of  the  refpe&ive  au- 
thors. Among  the  works,  which  have  widely 
diffufed  the  fame  of  this  learned  fociety  through- 
out Europe,  are  the  Amoenit cites  Academic a,  or 
a colle&ion  of  thefes  on  Natural  Hiftory,  held 
under  the  celebrated  Linnaeus,  and  chiefly  fe- 
lefted  by  that  able  mailer.  Dr.  Pulteney,  m the 
View  of  his  Writings,  gives  an  account  of  this 
work:  “ In  the  year  1749  was  publiihed  the 
firft  volume  of  a colleaion  of  Thefes  in  odavo, 
under  the  title  of  Amcenit cites  Academical , feu 
DiJJertationes  vciriee,  Phyjicaz , Medicce , et  Ido- 
tauicce.  This  publication  has  been  continued, 
from  time  to  time,  to  the  completion  of  the  fe- 
venth  volume  in  the  year  1769*  Tliefe  volumes, 
as  foon  as  publiihed,  were  regularly  reprinted  in 
Germany  and  Holland.  It  is  fuppofed  the  firft 
volume  was  not  originally  collected  by  Linn 32 us 
himfelf ; but  he' at  leaft  reprinted  it  "veiy  tally  , 
and,  that  he  might  not  be  clef  lauded  of  the 
advantage  of  thefe  publications,  became  the 
editor  of  all  the  fucceeding  volumes.  Thefe 
academical  differtations  being  recited  befoie 
Linmeus  in  his  profeffional  charadlei,  and  fe- 
lecled  by  himfelf,  have  been  regarded  as 
nearly  of  equal  authority  with  his  own  wi  dings , 
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and  many  of  them  ill u.ft rate  and  exemplify  di- 
vers parts  of  his  works;  the  fubjects  having 
been  felled  by  himfelf  in  many  inftances  for 
that  purpofe 

The  library  contains  many  valuable  books  and 
man ufc rip ts.  Glaus  Cell] us  informs  | us,  that 
it  owes  its  origin  to  Guftavus  Adolphus,  who 
prefented  the  univerfity  as  well  with  his  own 
private  cohesion,  which  was  very  conftderable, 
as  with  feveral  libraries  obtained  in  the  different 
countries  which  he  had  over-run,  with  his  arms; 
it  being  his  cultom  to  referve  for  himfelf,  in  all 
towns  taken  by  ftorm,  the  books  efpecially,  as 
his  fhare  of  the  plunder.  Thus  the  Jefuits’ 
library  at  Riga,  that  at  Wurftenburgh,  and  thole 
of  many  other  conquered  towns  in  Poland,  Ger- 
many, and  Pruffia,  were  tranfmitted  to  Upfala, 
His  example  was  followed  by  his  luccelfors;  and 
the  victorious  arms  of  Sweden  enriched  the 
kingdom  with  thefe  literary  acquifitions.  Glaus 
mentions  Chriftina  as  a considerable  benefac* 
irefs,  and  enumerates  many  private  donors ; 
among  whom  the  molt  confpicuous  are  count 
Magnus  de  la  Gardie,  and  Spar  wen  field  t,  the 
learned  traveller  J,  whofe  curious  colledion, 
confifting,  among  others,  of  many  rare  Arabian* 

* General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Linnteus,  p.  45.  p,  221 — 3 75* 

t Bib.  Up fal.  Hiftoria. 

t Catalogus  Centtfrije  Lib.  rariff. 
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Syriac,  and  Coptic  manufcripts,  was  thought 
worthy  of  a feparate  publication. 

Among  the  molt  valuable  pieces  of  literdry 
curiofity  is  a manufcript  of  the  Four  Gofpels* 
called,  from  its  filver  letters,  Codex  Argenteus , 
and  fuppofed  to  be  a copy  ot  the  Gothic  tranf- 
lation  made  by  Ulphilas,  the  apoftle  of  the 
Goths,  in  the  fourth  century.  This  curious 
volume  is  of  a quarto  fize ; the  leaves,  which  I 
fcarcely  know  whether  to  call  vellum,  parch- 
ment, or  papyrus are  ftained  with  a violet 
colour;  and  on  this  ground  the  letters,  which 
are  all  capitals,  were  afterwards  painted  in 
filver,  excepting  the  initial  characters,  and  a few 
palfages  in  gold.  I was  convinced,  from  a clofe 
infpeftion,  that  each  letter  was  painted,  and  not 
formed  f,  as  fome  authors  have  afferted,  by  a 
hot  iron  upon  leaves  of  gold  and  filver.  Molt 
of  the  filver  characters  were  become  green  by 
time:  but  the  golden  letters  are  ftill  in  good 
prefervation.  The  Codex  is  mutilated  in  feveral 

* Le  Long  Bib.  Sac.  where  it  is  called  by  different  perfons. 
Codex  Membranaceus,  Codicem  in  pergameno,  Codex  in  papyro 
cxaratus.  In  the  Bib.  Up.  Codex  membrana  rubra,  p.  116,  By 
JVlichaelis,  a manufcript  on  vellum,  p.  160. 

f They  appeared  to  me  to  be  drawn,  or  painted,  in  the  fame 
manner  as  the  initial  letters  in  feveral  of  the  fineft  Miffals,  and  not 
ftamped,  as  the  learned  Mr.  Xhre  conjectures,  or  imprinted  on  the 
vellum  with  hot  metal  types,  in  the  like  manner  as  the  book- 
binders at  prefent  letter  the  backs  of  books.  See  North.  Ant, 
vol.  I.  p.  367. 
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places ; but  what  remains  is,  for  the  moft  part, 
perfectly  legible. 

This  manufcript  was,  in  1597,  firfl  difcovered 
in  the  library  of  the  Benedictine  Abbey  of 
Werden  in  Weftphalia,  by  Anthony  Marillon, 
who  extracted  a few  paffages,  which  were  in- 
serted in  a Commentary  on  the  Gothic  alphabet, 
published  by  Bonaventura  Vulcanius.  Soon 
afterwards  Arnold  Mercator  obferved  it  in  the 
fame  library;  and  tranfcribed  a few  verfes, 
which  Gruter*  gave  to  the  world  in  his  In- 
fcriptiones  Antiques.  From  the  Abbey  of  Wer- 
den it  was  transferred  to  Prague,  during  the 
ihort  period  in  which  that  town  was  occupied 
hy  Frederic,  EleCtor  Palatine.  At  the  capture  of 
Prague,  in  1648,  it  was  found  among  the  literary 
fpoils  by  count  Konigfmark,  and  fent  as  a moft 
valuable  prefent  to  Chriftina.  The  queen  is 
faid  to  have  given  it  to  Ifaac  Voffius  ; but  moft 
probably  the  crafty  Dutchman  took  it  without 
permiffton,  among  many  other  rare  books  and 
manuferipts,  when  he  pillaged  f her  majeftyh 
library  during  the  confufion  which  preceded  her 

* Gruter,  Inf.  Ant.  p.146.  He  calls  it  Gothica  vel.  Ger- 
manica.  The  curious  reader,  who  compares  the  text  in  Gruter 
with  that  of  the  fimilar  paffages  in  Lye,  will  obferve  confiderable 
inaccuracies  in  the  former. 

f Memoires  de  Chriftine,  vol.  I.  p.  308.  In  the  library  at 
Leyden  is  ftill  preferved  a curious  eolle&ion,  called  Furta  Vojfiana , 
which  he  is  fuppofed  to  have  pillaged  from  Chriftina’s  library. 
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abdication.  On  the  death  of  Yoffius  it  was 
purchafed  by  count  Magnus  Gabriel  de  la  Cardie, 
for  £.%50,  and  prefented  to  the  univerfity  of 
Upfala. 

Three  editions  of  the  Code x Argent eus  have 
been  given  to  the  public ; the  firft  printed  at 
Dort,  the  fecond  at  Stockholm,  and  the  third 
at  Oxford.  The  firft  was  iffued  at  Dort  in  1665, 
by  Francis  Junius,  who  borrowed  the  man  li- 
fer ipt  from  Voffius,  and  accompanied  with  ob- 
fervations  and  a Gloflary,  by  Thomas  MarftialL 
In  this  edition  the  text  was  a fac  Jimile  of  the 
original*.  The  fecond  edition,  publifhed  at 
Stockholm,  1672,  by  the  learned  Stiernhelm, 
differs  from  that  of  Junius,  in  giving  the  text- 
in  Latin,  and  not  in  Gothic  characters.  Not* 
withftanding  the  reputation  of  thofe  two  learned 
editors  for  critical  ffdil  and  exa&nefs  ; yet  Ben- 
zelius,  firft  librarian  of  the  univerfity,  and  after- 
wards archbifhop  of  Upfala,  comparing  their 
texts  with  the  original,  difeovered  fo  many  falfe 
readings  and  omiffions,  that  he  again  collated 
the  manufeript,  rectified  the  mi  flakes,  and  made 
a literal  translation  in  the  Latin  tongue.  And 
as  the  Gothic  types  of  the  firft  edition  publifhed 

* Another  impreffion  of  this  work  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
printed  at  Amfterdam  in  1672  j but  this  is  in  reality  the  fame  as, 
the  former,  with  nothing  more  than  another  title-page,  affixing  a 
new  date  and  place  of  impreffion,  according  to  a fraud  not  un- 
frequent ainong  bookfellers, 
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by  Junius  were  preferved  at  Oxford;  he  tranf- 
mitted  tliefe  collations  and  tranffation,  together 
with  various  obfervations,  to  Mr.  Edward  Lye 
of  Oxford,  who  had  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
llis  knowledge  of  the  antient  Northern  lan- 
guages The  work  was  cheerfully  under- 
taken, and  faithfully  executed,  by  that  judi- 
cious fcholar;  and  the  third  edition  made 
its  appearance  in  1750,  from  the  Clarendon 
prefs.  To  the  obfervations  of  Benzelius,  Lye 
added  many  learned  remarks  on  the  text  and 
verfion,  and  a Gothic  Grammar.  This  impref- 
lion  is  e {teemed,  by  thofe  who  have  compared  it 
with  the  original  Codex,  a complete  work,  and 
redounding  greatly  to  the  honour  of  the  edi- 
tor’s aecuracv. 

The  Codex  Argent eus  has  given  rife  to  a cu- 
rious controverfy  among  the  learned.  In  the 
examination  of  this  manufcript,  different  per- 
fons  have  fancied  a fimilitude  in  the  characters 
to  thofe  of  the  Greek,  Latin,  Einnifh,  R unic, 
Daniffi,  German,  or  Gothic;  each  adopting  an 
opinion  according  to  his  favourite  hypothecs, 
and  referring  its  original  to  the  anceftors  of  his 
own  country.  Nor  is  this  a matter  of  furprife‘2 
for  as  the  barbarous  nations,  who  were  convert- 
ed to  Chriffianity  by  the  Greeks  and  Romans, 

* Hift.  Bib,  Up. 
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received  from  them  either  a new  alphabet,  or3 
at  leaf;,  feveral  new  characters,  moft  of  the  tm- 
tient  letters  ufed  by  the  Goths,  Franks,  Huns. 
Sclavonians,  and  other  bordering  nations,  muft 
bear  in  many  points  a great  affinity  to  each 
other;  fo  that  a framer  of  a fanciful  fyflem  may 
conceive  a refemblance  in  the  whole,  which  ex- 
ifts  only  in  a few  parts.  But  without  entering 
into  an  enquiry  which  may  lead  us  too  far,  the 
queftion  concerning  the  original  tongue  of  the 
Codex  Argenteus  is  reduced  to  two  opinions  ; 
the  hr  ft,  that  it  is  written  in  the  lang-nane  and 
character  ufed  in  the  fourth  century  by  the 
Goths  of  Maffia,  anceftors  of  the  p refen t Swedes, 
and  is  a true  copy  of  the  verfion  made  by  UF 
philas;  the  fecond,  that  it  is  a tranflation  in  the 
Frankiih  idiom. 

The  firfl  opinion  is  ftrongly  fupported  by  Ju- 
nius, Stiernhelm,  David  Wilkins,  Benzelius,  arid 
Lye;  the  fecond,  as  warmly  defended  by 
Hi  ekes,  La  Croze,  Wetftein,  and  Michaelis, 
To  enter  into  a difeuffion  of  all  the  arguments 
advanced  oil  both  fides  with  equal  erudition, 
fwould  require  a larger  compafs  than  the  nature 
of  this  work  will  admit ; and  to  give  a partial 
abftract  would  only  invalidate  their  relpeclive 
ftrength.  This  much  is  certain,  that  as  the  jta* 
fonings  admit  of  no  pofitive  evidence  on  either 
fide,  but  are  chiefly  drawn  from  vague  conjee- 

vol.  iv.  n tures ; 
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litres,  an  unprejudiced  inquirer  will  find  it  no 
eafy  matter  to  form  a decifive  and  fatisfadlory 
judgment.  I tliall  refer,  therefore,  the  inquifi- 
tive  reader,  for  further  information,  to  the  feve- 

i 

ral  writers  on  this  fubjedt ; but  I am  inclined  to 
believe,  that  the  Codex  Argenteus*  is  a copy  of 
the  very  original  verfion  made  by  Ulphilas  in 
the  Gothic  idiom.  I was  induced  to  form  this 
opinion,  from  the  arguments  of  Benzelius  and 
Lye,  in  the  Preface  to  the  Oxford  edition  f; 
and  Specially  from  a very  ingenious  treatife, 
publithed  by  IhreJ,  by  which  it  appears  that 
feveral  fpecimens  of  the  Oftrogothic  tongue 
have  been  lately  difcovered  in  Italy,  which  per- 
fectly referable  both  the  characters  and  language 

t/ 

of  the  verfion  in  the  Codex  Argenteus.. 

But  to  whichfoever  fide  we  may  incline,  as 
both  the  Gothic  and  Frankiih  idioms  were  dia- 
lects of  the  Teutonic  or  German;  this  manu- 
fcript  xniift  be  confidered  as  the  moft  antienfc 

* See  the  feveral  editions  of  the  Codex  Argenteus  by  Junius, 
Stiernhelm,  and  Lye.  Hickes  Gramm.  MaTo  Gothica  in  his  The- 
faurus  Ling.  Sept.  La  Croze  Diff.  Philol.  at  the  end  of  Chamber- 
layne’s  Orat.  Dom.  p.  136.  Wetilein  s Proleg.  in  Nov.  Tell.  fe<5l'« 
to  71.  Bib.  Up.  Hift.  p.  1 16  to  123.  Le  Long,  Bib.  Sac.  Vol.  II« 

p.140  and  538.  # 

•f-  Preface  to  Lye’s  Sac.  Evan.  Vers.  Goth. 

J Monumentum  veteris  linguae  Oftrogothicse,  Neapoli  haud  pri- 
dem  repertum,  &c.  In  A£t.  Nov.  Reg.  Soc.  Scien.  Upfal.  Vol.  Ill# 
See  alfo  Lahlin,  Vol.  I.  p.  204. 
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fpecimen  extant  of  that  language,  its  anti- 
quity has  been  unqueftionabiy  proved  without 
a diffenting  voice.  They  who  attribute  the 
verfion  to  Ulphilas,  mull  refer  its  date  to  the 
middle  of  the  fourth  century;  and  even  thofe 
authors # who  deem  the  manufcript  a Frank- 
iih  tranflation,  allow  it  to  have  been  copied  in 
the  reign  of  Chilperic,  between  56'4  and  587* 
Its  high  antiquity  is  proved,  as  well  from  the 
doxology.  at  the  end  of  the  Lord’s  Prayer,  in 
the  thirteenth  verfe  of  the  fixth  chapter  of  St. 
Matthew,  which  is  not  found  in  any  of  the  moft 
antient  verfions;  as  from  the  interpretation  of 
many  p adages  in  a fimilar  manner  with  feveral 
of  the  Latin  tranflations,  which  are  antecedent 
to  the  vulgate  of  St.  J erom  f Another  circimw 
fiance  worthy  of  notice,  and  which  enhances  its 
value,  is,  that  it  was  undoubtedly  tranflated  from 
the  original  Greek,  and  not  from  any  of  the 
Latin  verfions  J.  I will  not  detain  the  reader 
with  idle  conjectures  from  Watchterus§,  that 
this  fplendid  Codex  belonged  to  Alaric,  the 


* La  Croze  and  Michaelis.  The  latter  lias,  I am  informed, 
changed  his  opinion;  and  in  the  fecond  edition  of  his  Le£lures  on 
the  New  Teftament,  which  I havy  not  yet  met  with,  agrees  with 
Mr.  Ihre. 

f Le  Long,  Bibliotheca  Sacra,  Vol.  II.  p.  142. 
t Prefatio  in  Lye,  cap.  ii.  j and  Miehaeiists  Lectures,  p. 

| Bib,  Up.  Hilt  p.  1 18. 
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Gothic  king  of  Touloufe;  or  of  Papebroch*, 
that  it  was  the  identical  exemplar  which  the 
emperor  Valens  prefented  to  Fritigern,  general 
of  the  V if  troths  eftabliihed  in  Maefia;  but  iliall 
conclude  by  obferving,  that  to  whom  foe  ver  it 
belonged,  or  by  whomfoever  tranflated,  it  muft 
be  confidered  as  a work  of  great  authority,  and 
a literary  treafure  of  high  antiquity  f . 

In  this  library  two  original  manufcripts  of 
the  unfortunate  Eric  XIV.  caught  my  atten- 
tion. They  are  in  Latin,  and  were  compofed  in 
1560  and  156?,  a fliort  time  before  his  de- 
position. They  contain  aftronomical,  or  ra- 
ther a ft  ro  logical,  obfervations  and  predictions, 
written  with  his  own  hand,  after  daily  exami- 
nation of  the  date  of  the  heavenly  bodies.  The 
names  of  his  brothers  occur  frequently,  accompa- 
nied with  ftrong  marks  of  fufpicion  and  diftruft, 
and  the  deaths  of  feveral  perfons  are  predicted. 
Some  hidorical  facts  are  blended  occafionaily 
with  the  obfervations.  Thele  notes  afford  a con- 
vincing proof  of  the  diftracted  date  of  Eric’s 

« - 

* Le  Long,  Vol.  II.  p.  531. 

■J  ■ , 

*t  Another  fragment  of  this  curious  manufcript,  containing  a 
few  chapters  of  St.  Paul’s  Epiftle  to  the  Romans,  was  found  at 
Wolfenbuttle,  and  is  now  preferved  in  the  library  of  that  town, 
•where  I faw  it  in  1777.  The  original  letters  were  partly  erafed 
and  written  upon.  See  Nonnulla  Cap.  Epif.  Pauli  ad  Rom.  pub- 
liflied  at  Brunfwick  by  Fran,  Anton,  Knitell, 
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mind,  and  at  the  fame  time  di (cover  evident 
traces  of  his  extenfive  erudition. 

On  examining*  a few  of  his  notes,  I was  {truck 
with  the  refemblance  between  him  and  the  em- 
peror Rhodolph  the  Second.  Both  fovereigns 
began  their  reigns  with  the  faireft  "hopes;  both 
were  not  only  zealous  protestors  of  learning,  but 
even  men  of  letters  themfelves,  as  well  veiled 
in  polite  literature,  as  {killed  in  the  abftrufer 
feien  ces # ; both  were  ftrongly  addicted  to  judi- 
cial aftrology,  and  drew  from  the  various  com- 
binations of  the  heavenly  bodies  a prefage  of 
good  or  ill  fortune.  Both  were  jealous  of  their 
relations  and  fubjedts,  and  both  were  depofed  by 
their  brothers,  whom  they  had  driven  by  their 
fufpicions  to  confpire  againft  them.  Rodolph^ 
however,  was  not  guilty  of  fuch  exceifes  and 
cruelties  as  difgrace  the  reign  of  Eric;  but  both 
were  incapable  of  governing,  though  endowed 
with  excellent  understandings,  and  deeply  verf- 
ed  in  fcience. 

This  library  contains  few  curious  manuferipts 

* Celfius  fays  of  Eric  XIV.  “ Erat  ille  plurimis  feientiis  ita  in- 
liru6tus,  ut  majorem  certe  a literis  quam  a feeptro  gloriam  repot- 
taverit.”  Bib.  Upf.  Hill.  p.  4.  And  Voltaire  fays  as  juftly  of 
Rhodolph  II.  “ La  philofophie  qu’il  cultivait,  lui  avait  appris 
tout  ce  qu’on  pouvait  favoir  alors,  excepte  a remplir  fes  devoirs  de 
Souveraim  II  aimait  beaucoup  mieux  s’inferuire  avec  le  fameux 
Ticho  Brahe,  que  tenir  les  etats  de  Hongrie  et  de  Bolieme,”  Hill, 
tJniv.  c.  147. 
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of  the  claffics  ; but  the  printed  editions  are  nu- 
merous and  good.  Having  deft  red  the  libra- 
riah  to  fliew  me  the  firft  book  printed  in  Swe- 
den ; he  pointed  out  Didlogus  Creaturarum  mo- 
ralizdtus,  publifhed  at  Stockholm  in  1483,  by 
John  Snell,  a German  printer,  invited  into  Swe- 
den by  the  adminiftrator  Steno  Store. 

Before  I clofe  this  account  of  the  univerfity 
library,  I muft  notice  a beautiful  cabinet  of 
ebony  and  cyprefs,  ornamented  with  precious 
itones,  which  was  prefented  in  1632,  by  the 
city  of  Augfburgh  to  Guftavus  Adolphus.  It 
contains,  among  other  curiofities,  a large  agate, 
two  {pans  long,  and  one  and  a half  broad.  On 
one  part  of  the  ftone  is  painted  the  Day  of 
Judgment,  and  on  another  the  Paifage  of  the 
Ifraelites  through  the  Pied  Sea.  The  figures  are 
in  a good  ftyle  of  colouring,  fimilar  to  that 
ufed  by  the  German  painters,  immediate  fuccef- 
fors  of  Albert  Durer.  The  artift  has  ingenioufiy 
expreffed  the  clouds  and  water  by  the  natural 
tints  of  the  ftone;  which  reprefen t,  with  great 
feffedi,  the  wall  of  water  fufpended  for  a paifage 
to  the  Ifraelites,  and  the  waves  rolling  back  on 
Pharaoh  and  his  ho  ft.  The  artift,  whofe  name 

* i 

was  John  King,  has  drawn  his  own  portrait  ly- 
ing at  the  feet  of  the  pope  among  the  bleft  in 
heaven . 

i hold  my felf  greatly  indebted  to  the  polite5 
a attention 
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attention  of  Mr.  Eric  Michael  Fant,  fub-libra- 
rian,  who  kindly  accompanied  me  to  the  li- 
brary, favoured  me  with  much  information)  and 
prefented  me  with  feveral  tracts  on  the  Iceman- 
die,  Lapland,  and  other  Northern  languages, 
Celfius’s  account  of  the  library  of  IJpfala,  and 

other  rare  differtations. 

I waited,  with  a letter  of  recommendation, 
on  Bergman,  profeffor  of  chymiftry,  whofe  re- 
putation is  defervedly  eftabliihed  for  his  ufefui 
and  accurate  refearches,  as  well  in  his  own  fei- 
ence,  as  in  every  branch  of  natural  hiftory. 
The  learned  profeffor  received  me  with  great  po~ 
litenefs,  and  fhewed  me  his  cabinet,  which  is 
rich  in  Swedidi  minerals.  He  obligingly  com- 
municated much  intelligence  in  a long  and  in- 
terefting  converfation,  which  made  me  legiet 
that  my  ftay  in  Upfala  was  too  fliort,  to  derive 
any  further  information  from  a perion  ox  hh 
general  and  accurate  knowledge. 

° In  anfwer  to  my  inquiries  concerning  the 
hate  of  the  Swediih  mines,  he  informed  me,  the 
produce  of  the  gold  mines,  though  very  inconfi- 
derable,  is  remarkable  for  yielding  the  native 
ore  in  a calcareous  matrix.  Thofe  of  filver  are 
fomewhat  more  profitable;  but  the  quantity  of 
ore  is  lately  much  diminiihed.  With  refpebt  to 
the  iron  mines,  the  molt  impoitant  oi  all  the 

native  productions  of  Sweden,  thofe  of  Dane- 
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mora  are  the  fined  for  the  quality  of  the  metal, 
although  not  fo  rich  as  feveral  in  Lapland, 
which  fame-times  produce  even  90  pounds  of 
pure  iron  in  a hundred  weight  of  ore.  The 
po'oreft  of  Danemora  yield  30  pounds  per  cent, 
and  the.  richeft  from  60  to  70.  The  iron  of  this 
celebrated  mine  is  in  the  higheft  eftimation,  and 
chiefly  exported  to  England  for  the  fteel  manu- 
factures. The  matrix  of  the  ore  is  a calcareous 
earth,  a remarkable  circumftance,  which,  in 
conjunction  with  other  caufes  not  yet  difcover- 
ed5  is  perhaps  one  occ^fion  of  the  fuperior  qua- 
lity of  its  metal.  In  general,  he  added,  the  iron 
mines  are  round  to  run  in  veins  * a few  in  Lap- 
land  excepted,  which  do  not  branch  out  in 
longitudinal  directions,  but  confifl  of  immenfe 
mafles  of  ore*.  I next  inquired  concerning  the 
quantity  of  granite  rock,  which  was  obferv- 
able  in  different  parts  of  Sweden,  as  well  lying 
in  detached  mafles,  as  forming  rido-es  of 
mountains;  the  profeffor  made  anfwer,  that 

* Tothefe  may  be  added  the  noted  mountain  Taberg  in  Sma- 
land,  which  is  one  mats  of  rich  iron  ore.  It  is  above  400  feet 
high,  and  three  Englifh  miles  in  circumference.  A defeription  of 
this  mountain,  and  a view  of  it,  lent  by  Dr,  Afeanius  to  the  late, 
JMr.  Peter  Collinfon,  was  pubiilhed  in  the  Philolophical  Tranfac- 
iions,  Vo!.  49.  T here  Is  alio  an  account  of  this  infulated  mafs  of 
C>re.  in  the  Ads  of  the  Royal  Academy  of  Stockholm,  Vol.  21.  for 
the  year  1760,  communicated  by  M.  Tilas.  This  mine  has  been 
worked  for  the  iafl  zoo  yeds, 
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granite  is  the  bafis  of  the  country,  particularly 
of  the  Northern  parts;  hills  of  gravel  and  land,, 
and  calcareous  (tone,  containing  petrefadtions  of 
Ihells,  are  indeed  not  unfrequent,  but  generally 
repofe  on  granite.  The  granite  is  both  red  and 
grey;  the  red  more  readily  crumbles  and  de- 
compotes  by  the  lapfe  of  time ; and  almoft  all 
the  old  Runic  monuments  exifting  in  the  coun- 
try are  of  the  grey  fpecies,  which  is  by  far  the 
moft  durable*. 

The  Royal  .Society  at  Upfala,  the  old  eft  lite- 
rary academy  of  that  kind  in  the  North,  took 
its  rife  in  1720.  Benzelius  f,  librarian  to  the 
uiiiverfity,  and  afterwards  archbifliop  of  Upfala, 
undertook,  in  conjunction  with  other  learned 
men,  a review',  as  well  of  all  hooks  publifhed  in 
Sweden,  or  bv  Swedes  abroad,  as  of  tliofe  works 
printed  in  foreign  countries,  which  had  any  rela- 
tion to  this  kingdom.  As  this  publication  con- 
tained, befide  the  mere  reviews,  a few  original 
acts,  it  was  called  A 3a  Liter  aria  Suecice , and 

For  fome  account  of  profeffor  Bergman’s  works,  fee  Chapter  7, 
of  this  book. 

*f  Eric  Benzelius  born  at  Upfala  in  1673,  where  he  began 
and  completed  bis  ftudies.  Having  travelled  into  Germany,  Eng- 
land, and  France,  he  returned  to  Upfala  in  1702,  and  was  ap- 
pointed librarian  to  the  univerfity,  an  office  which  he  held  for  22 
years.  In  1724  he  was  nominated  profeffor  of  divinity  j after- 
wards fucceflively  created  bifhop  of  Gotheborg,  Lindkioping,  and 
archbifliop  of  Upfala,  He  died  in  1743,  aged  70.  Celfii  Bib.  Up. 
Hift  p-  149. 
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was  conducted  on  this  plan  for  ten  years.  In 
1730,  the  tranfaSions  being  no  longer  confined 
to  a review  of  books,  but  confiding  of  original 
a6ts  and  differtations ; the  fociety,  patronized  by 
the  king,  dyled  itfelf  in  the  dedication  to  his 
majedy,  Socictas  Regia , and  the  tranfadtions* 
which  came  out  annually,  A Eta  Liter  aria  et 
Scientiarum  Suecice,  In  1740,  it  aflumed  the 
title  of  Societas  Regia  Liter  aria  et Scientiarum 
Upf alien fis , adopting  the  lad  expredion  indead 
of  Suecice , to  didinguifli  it  from  the  Academy 
of  Sciences  at  Stockholm,  which  was  denomi- 
nated Academia  Regia  Suecice . The  fociety 
continued  its  publications  on  the  fame  plan  un- 
til 1750,  when  it  ceafed ; but  was  again  revived 
in  1773,  at  which  period  the  tranfa6!ions  were 
idued  under  the  title  of  Nova  A Eta  Regia  Socie- 
tatis  Scientiarum  Upfalienfis . Thefe  acts  make 
their  appearance  in  feparate  parts,  which  arC 
only  put  forth  occafionally,  as  there  is  a fuffi- 
cient  number  of  differ tations,  and  as  the  fociety, 
which  has  no  fund,  can  afford  the  expeace  of 
printing.  They  are  all  written  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  and  printed  in  quarto.  The  original 
numbers,  iffued  from  1720  to  1750,  are  com - 
prixed  in  fix  volumes.  . Many  of  thefe*  diderta- 
tions  have  confiderable  merit:  they  dilcufs  a 
great  variety  of  fubjecis,  as  well  relative  to  the 
hiftory,  antiquities,  and  languages'  of  the  North, 
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as  to  natural  hiftory;  and  contain  fever  al  papers 
written  by  Lmnseus  and  Bergman. 

Before  I quitted  Upfala,  I made  an  excun 
Hon  to  the  place  where  the  kings  of  Sweden 
were  antiently  elected:  it  lies  about  feven 
miles  from  the  town,  in  the  middle  of  a 
plain  called  Mora,  and  is  hill  marked  by  the  re- 
mains of  mutilated  ft  ones,  one  of  which  is 
known  by  the  appellation  of  Morafleen , or  the 
Stone  of  Mora ; on  which  the  fovereigns  wrere 
enthroned  with  due  folemnity,  and  received  the 
homage  of  their  fubjedls.  The  name  of  the  fo- 
vereia'n  and  date  of  the  enthronement  were  at 
the  fame  time  infcribed  on  another  hone,  as  a . 
public  memorial  of  the  eledlion.  This  appears 
from  a curious  certificate*  made  by  a public 

notary, 

* “In  nomine  Domini,  Amen.  Anno  a Nativitate  ejufdem. 
MCDXXX,  III  Die  Menfis  Mali,  hora  vefperarum  vel  quali  Pon- 
tificatus  San&iffimi  in  Chrilto  Patris  ac  Domini  D.  Eugenii  Papa? 
IV.  Anno  IV.  in  nova  domo  Capitulari  ante  Valvas  Ecclefiae  Up- 
falenfis  lita,  in  mei  notarii  publiqi  teftiumque  fubfcriptorum  prse- 
fentia  perfonaliter  conftitutus  venerabilis  D.  Petrus,  archiepifeopus 
e-ccleiise  Upfalenfis,  nomine  & ex  parte  capituli  didlse  ecclefise  Up- 
£d  ibidem  tunc  congregati  me  notarium  fubfcriptum  requifivit,  ut 
affumptis  iifdem  teftibus  accederem  ad  lapidem  vulgariter  di&um 
Morafteen,  m quo  & fuper  quern  Reges  Suecia?  de  novo  eledti  fta“ 
tim  poll  eorum  elettionem  confuev^runt  ab  antiquiffimis  tempori^ 
bus  fublimari  & inthronifari,  inveftigaturus  ibidem  annum  ele&i- 
onis  in  Regem  Suecise  illuftriffimi  principis  domini  Erici  Regia 
maderni,  ego  memoratus  notaiius  infra  icriptus  una  cum  teftibus 
- J . f . ✓ fubfcriptis 
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notary,  who,  in  1430,  at  the  requeft  of  the 
archbifhop  of  Upfala,  examined  the  Morafteen , 
to  afcertam  the  year  in  which  Eric  of  Pomera- 
nia was  raifed  to  the  throne.  When  I vifited 
the  fpot,  I obferved  ten  hones,  the  largeft,  which 
tradition  reports  to  be  the  Morafteen,  was  only 
fix  fpans  long,  two  broad,  and  two  thick.  I 
traced  upon  feveral  the  figures  of  a crofs  and 
globe  coarfely  carved-,  and  on  one,  in  particu- 
lar, which  was  very  antient,  the  three  crowns, 
tlie  arms  of  Sweden.  I difcovered  a few  ref- 
uges of  infcriptions,  feemingly  in  Gothic  cha- 
racters ; but  too  imperfect  to  be  decyphered 

fubfcriptis  ftatim  ad  didum  lapidem  Morafteen  extra  civitatem  Up- 
ialenfem  ad  urnim  milliahe  in  piano  campo  fitum  acceili  et  honora- 
bilem  virum  D.  Johannem  Matthias,  curatum  eccleflae  Denmark, 
quae  dido  lapidi  vicina  dt  ecclefia,  in  teftem  aftumpfi,  et  fculptu- 
ram  cujufdarn  lapidis  dido  antiquo  lapidi  Morafteen  fuperimpofiti 
diligenter  infpexi  et  per  teftes  infra  fcriptos  infpici  feci  fic  precise* 
lit  fequitur,  in  eodem  lapide  infculptum  iriveni.  Anno  Domini 
MCCCXCVI.  eledus  eft  in  Regem  Sueciae  in  hoc  loco  illuftris  Rex 
Dominus  Ericus  calendarum  Augufti  (locus  autem  pro  numero 
calendarum  vacuus  erat)  fuper  quibus  omnibus  et  fingulis  praefa- 
tus  Petrus  archiepifcopus  nomine,  quo  fupra,  me  notarium  publi- 
cum requiftvit  ut  unum  vel  plura,  publicum  vel  pubiica  fuper  prae- 
miflls  conficerem  inftrumentum  vel  inftrumenta.”  Holberg,  Vol. 
I.  p.  500. 

* Some  perfons  have  given  an  explanation  of  thefe  infcriptions, 
fuch  as  the  before-mentioned  one  of  Eric,-  alfo  A.  D.  1448  d.  28. 
Junii  eledus  eft  nobilis  Vir.  Dj  us:  Carolus  Canuti,  Miles  natione 
Suecus  in  Regem  Sueciae.  Dahlin,  Vol,  I.  167. 
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A few  years  ago  tfeefe  records  of  Swedifli  anti- 
quity were  covered  only  with  a wooden  lhed ; 
but  are  now  preferved  in  a brick,  building,  con- 
ftrudted  at  the  king’s  expence  in  honour  of  his 
royal  anceftors.  A Swedifli.  infcriptioa  on  the 
infide  walls  enumerates  the  names  of  the  love- 
reigns,  who  were  enthroned  on  this  fpot.  They 
are  king  Euge,  1060,  with  whom  this  cuftom 
is  faid  to  have  originated ; king  Magnus  Ladu- 
las,  D.  l.  1276;  Magnus  Smek,  D.  11, 13 19; 
Eric  XIII.  1396;  Chriftopher,  1441 ; Charles  VIII. 
1448;  Chriftian  I,  1457  ; Steno  Sture,  adminif- 
trator  of  Sweden,  1512. 

Glaus  Magnus  relates,  that  the  Morafteen 
was  placed  in  the  mi  did  of  twelve  other  ftones 
in  a circle.  Camden  thus  defcribes  a fimilar 
monument  near  the  village  of  Saint  Buriens,  in 
Cornwall  “ Not  far  from  hence,  in  a place 
called  Bifcaw-woune,  are  nineteen  ftones  fet  in 
a circle,  about  twelve  foot  diftant  one  from  ano- 
ther ; and  in  the  centre  there  ftands  one  much 
larger  than  any  of  the  reft.  One  may  probably 
conjecture  this  to  have  beeen  fome  trophy  of  the 
Romans  under  the  later  emperors ; or  of  Atheh 
ftan,  the  Saxon,  after  he  had  fubdued  Corn- 
wall Glaus  Wormius,  however,  more  inge- 


* Britannia,  edit.  1695,  p.  6. 
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niouflv  conjectures,  from  the  fimilarity  of  this 
monument  to  the  MoraJIeen , and  others  in  Swe- 
-den  and  Denmark,  that  it  was  the  place  where 
the  aniient  Anglo-Saxon  kings  were  elected  and 
enthroned*. 

a,... 

f Monnme&ta  Baiilea,  p.  go* 
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Botanical  garden  of  Upfala.-^Memoirs  of  Linnseus, 

THE  botanical  garden  of  Upfala,  to  which 
place  I had  the  pleafure  of  being  accom- 
panied by  the  fon  of  Linnaeus,  is  fmall,  but 
laid  out  with  judgment,  and  the  cohesion  of 
exotics  is  numerous.  I regarded  with  enthu- 
fiafm  this  fpot  of  ground,  rendered  celebrated 
by  the  refidence  of  Linn^us ; of  whom  it  may  be 
faid,  without  exaggeration,  that,  in  the  na- 
tural hiftory  of  the  globe,  he  left  nothing  un- 
explored. 

I flatter  myfelf,  that  many  of  the  following 
anecdotes  of  this  great  naturalift  are  new  to 
the  Englifli  reader 

Carl 

• | 

*This  account  of  Linnaeus  Is  chiefly  extra&ed  from  a German 
tranflation  of  his  Commemoration-Speech,  delivered  on  the  5th  of 
December,  177S,  by  Dr.  Baeck,  in  the  king’s  prefence,  before  the 
Royal  Academy  of  Sciences;  and  from  anecdotes  of  his  life  by 
Fabricius.  See  Gedaechnitzrede  Auf  den  Carl  von  Linne,  &c,  von 
A.  Baeck ; and  Einige  naehere  Umftande  aus  dem  Leben  des  Rit- 
ters von  Linne ; von  Johan  Chriftian  Fabricius,  in  the  Deutches 
Mufeum,  for  May  and  July  1780.  Fabricius,  the  author  of  this 

account, 
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Carl  \ron  Linn£,  or,  as  he  Is  known  to 
foreigners,  Linn  reus,  the  eldeft  fon  of  Nils 
Linnaeus,  a Swedilli  divine,  was  born  on  the 
£4th  of  May,  1707,  at  Rafliultf  in  the  pro- 
vince of  Smoland.  His  inclination  for  the 
ftudics  in  which  he  afterwards  made  fo  wonder- 
ful a progrefs,  commenced  at  an  early  period  of 
his  life,  and  took  its  rife  from  the  following 
circiimftance  : His  father  rifed  to  arnufe  himfelf 
in  the  garden  of  his  parfonage  with  the  culti- 
vation of  plants  and  flowers.  Linnmus,  while 
an  infant,  was  foon  led  to  take  a fharc  in  this 
occupation,  and,  before  he  was  fcarcely  able  to 
walk,  expreffed  extreme  fatisfa&ion  when  per- 
nutted  to  accompany  him  into  the  garden.  As 
his  ftrength  increafed,  he  delighted  in  digging 
and  planting,  and  afterwards  obtained  for  his 
own  nie  a fmall  portion  of  ground,  which  was 
called  Charles’s  garden.  He  foon  learned  to 
diftinguifh  the  different  flowers,  and,  before  he 
had  attained  the  tenth  year  of  his  age,  made 
fmall  ex  cur  lions  In  the  neighbourhood  of  Rafli- 
ult,  and  brought  many  indigenous  plants  into 
- his  little  garden. 

account,  was  the  drfciple  of  Linnaeus,  is  now  profeilbr  of  oeeonomy 
and  natural  hiftory  in  the  univeriity  of  Kiel;  and  may  be  juiily 
called  the  fir'ft  entomologilf  in  Europe.  He  has  diltinguiihed  him- 
f«lf,  among  other  publications,  by  Reife  nach  Norwegen.—- Syflema 
Entomologiae. — Genera  Iiifectorimn— -Philofbphise  Entomologica. 
—Species  In  lector unn 

Being 
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Being  fent,  in  1717,  to  fchool  at  Wexio, 
under  the  tuition  of  Lanarius,  by  whom  he  was 
indulged  with  the  permiffion  of  continuing  his 
excurfions,  lie  paffed  his  whole  time  in  col- 
lecting plants,  and  learning  their  names  and 
qualities.  Abforbed  in  this  favourite  purfuit, 
he  totally  difregarded  his  other  ftudies,  and 
made  fuch  an  inconfiderable  progrefs,  that,  on 
his  removal,  in  1724,  to  the  gymnajium  of  Wexio, 
his  new  mailer  repeatedly  complained  of  his  idle  - 
nefs.  Urged  by  thefe  remonftrances,  his  father 
conceived  his  fon  to  have  no  tafte  for  literature, 
and  propofed  to  bind  him  apprentice  to  a ill  co- 
maker # : this  deftination  would  have  taken  place, 
had  not  a neighbouring  phyfician,  Dr.  Roth- 
man f , flruck  with  the  boy’s  great  genius,  pre- 
dicted, that  he  would,  in  time,  become  deeply 
fkilled  in  a fcience,  to  which  he  wTas  fo  iirongly 
attached.  This  fagacious  obferver,  having  pre- 
vailed on  the  father  of  Linnaeus  to  continue  his 
foil’s  education,  took  the  boy  into  his  houfe, 
fuppliedhim  with  botanical  books,  and  inftruCt- 
ed  him  in  the  firft  rudiments  of  phyfic,  in  which 
he  foon  made  a confiderable  progrefs.  When 
his  father  had  a (Tented  to  this  advice,  he  de- 
hgned  him  for  the  church  + ; and  was  not, 

without 

\ 

* Fabricius.  f Bseck. 

J His  mother,  chagrined  that  her  eldeft  fon  declined  entering 
vOL.  IV,  O into 
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without  great  difficulty,  induced  to  agree  that 
he  fhould  apply  himfelf  to  the  ftudy  of  botany 
and  phyfic. 

In  17-7  he  was  fent  to  the  univerfity  of  Lund ; 
where  he  acquired,  under  the  celebrated  Sto- 
breus,  the  firft  fy  hematic  principles  of  natural 
hiftory.  Being  lodged  in  the  profeffor’s-  houfe, 
he  enjoyed  many  opportunities  of  improvement, 
particularly  from  a curious  collection  of  foffils, 
ihells,  birds,  and  plants.  At  this  place  he  began 
to  form  an  herbarium , Collecting  plants  from  all 
quarters,  making  repeated  obfervations,  and 
comparing  them  with  the  defcriptions  of  Tour- 
mefort,  whofe  works  he  had  received  as  a pre- 
fent  from  Dr.  Rothman  During  his  refidence 

at  Lund,  he  profecuted  his  hudies  with  fuch  un- 

» 

remitted  attention,  that  he  frequently  continued 
them  during  great  part  of  the  night,  to  enjoy 
the  ufe  of  feveral  books  which  he  fecretlv  ob- 
tained  from  the  profeifor’s  library.  Once  in 
particular,  Stobaeus  fufpedting  that  he  had  com- 
pany at  a late  hour,  ftole  unobferved  into  his 
apartment,  and  was  aftonifhed  at  finding  him 
employed  in  confulting  the  works  of  Ccefah 

Into  orders,  would  not  even  permit  her  fecond  fon  to  enter 
tide  garden.  This  brother,  whole  name  is  Samuel,  is  ftill  living r 
he  is  a clergyman  in  the  province  of  Smoland,  and,  on  account  of 
his  fkill  in  the  management  of  bees,  is  known  by  the  name  of 
Bi-Kung,  or  the  Bee- King, 

0 Bjeck. 

pinus, 


C.  7.  1 I N N JE  U 3.  3 95 

' pinus,  Bauhin,  and  Tournefort  Plcafed  with 
this  inftance  of  his  indefatigable  zeal  for  feience, 
the  profeffor  gave  him  accefs  to  his  library  and 
colle&ions  ; and  readily  affifted  him  with  advice 
and  information. 

Linnams  did  not  confine  himfelf  to  botany ; 
but  turned  his  attention  to  the  inferior  orders  of 
the  animal  kingdom ! a bfancli  of  knowledge 
in  which  he  eminently  excelled,  and  which  he 
was  led  to  profecute  from  a circum fiance,  that 
would  have  damped  the  ardour  of  a lefs  zealous 
inquirer.  In  endeavouring  to  form  a cohesion 
of  infedlsj  he  wras  flung  by  the  Furia  Inf  emails* 

in 

* 

* The  effects  of  the  Furia  Infer  nails  are  thus  defcribed  by  Dr. 
Pulteney,  from  a Differtation  De  Mir.aculis  InfeSlorum , in  the  third 
volume  of  the  Amcenitates  Academic#.  (i  In  Finaland,  Bothnia, 
and  the  northern  provinces  of  Sweden,  it  was  not  unfrequently 
that  people  were  feized  with  a pungent  pain,  confined  to  a point, 
in  the  hand,  or  other  expo  fed  part  of  the  body,  which  prefently 
increafed  to  a moft  excruciating  degree,  and  hath  fometimes 
been  fuddenly  fatal.  This  diforder  w^as  more  particularly  ob- 
ferved  in  Finland,  efpecially  about  boggy  and  marfhy  places* 
and  always  in  autumn.  At  length  it  was  difcovered,  that  this 
pain  inftantly  fucceeded  fomewhat  that  dropped  out  of  the  air, 
and  in  a moment  penetrated  and  buried  itfelf  in  the  flefh.  The 
Finlanders  had  tried  variety  of  applications  to  no  purpofe,  until 
at  length  a poultice  of  curds,  or  cheefe,  was  found  the  moft 
effectual  in  eafing  the  pain ; and  the  event  confirmed,  that  the 
infedt  was  allured  by  this  application  to  leave  the  flefh  5 as  on  its 
removal,  this  worm,  no  longer  than  the  fixth  of  an  inch,  was 
found  in  it,  and  thus  the  caufe  of  this  painful  difeafe  explained, 
Linnaeus  himfelf  once  fuffered  from  this  animal  the  effiedt  here 

os  - fpokea 
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in  fo  terrible  a manner,  that  his  life  was  endan- 
gered #.  This  event  excited  his  curiofity  to 
difcover  the  nature  and  qualities  of  that  venom- 
ous worm,  which  led  him  to  develope  and  ex- 
plain tliofe  numerous  tribes  of  infecfs  f and 
worms,  imperfedtly  defcribed  by  preceding  na- 
tural] its,  and  afterwards  to  throw  new  light  on 
the  whole  animal  kingdom. 

In  17^8  he  was  removed  to  the  univerfity  of 
Upfala ; where  his  narrow  circumftances  in- 
volved him  at  fir  ft  in  diftreffes  unfriendly  to  the 
purfuits  of  feience,  but  which  did  not  obftrucl 
his  ufual  exertions.  His  poverty  is  faid  to  have 
been  fo  great,  that  he  frequently  wanted  the 

fpoken  of:  but  we  owe  the  complete  hidory  of  it  and  its  place 
in  the  Syftem,  to  Dr.  Solander,  who  gave  it  in  to  the  Royal 
Society  of  Sciences  at  Upfal.  (Nov.  Ac.  vol.  i.)  This  worm 
Hands  in  the  Syftem  under  the  name  of  Furl  a Infernalis , 
p.  13255  but  by  what  means  this  creature  is  raifed  into  the  air, 
is  as  yet  unknown.”  General  View  of  the  Writings  of  Lin- 
naeus, p.  2S9* 

* Bseck. 

f No  part  of  the  fyftem  of  nature,”  writes  Dr.  Pulteney, 
€£  has  undergone  a greater  change  than  this  clafs ; neither  does  our 
author  Hand  more  unrivalled,  than  in  the  excellent  arrang-ement 
he  has  given  to  this  branch  of  natural  hiflory;  which,  before 
his  time,  was  nearly  without  method.”  p.  ici. 

And  again,  u The  knowledge  of  infeeds  may  be  laid  to  be  the  halt 
branch  of  natural  hiftory  that  raifed  its  head;  notwithHanding 
which,  it  has  of  late  attained  a high  degree  of  perfection  : nor  can  it 
be  too  much  to  attribute  this  to  the  excellent  arrangement  of  Lin- 
n;eus,  under  whofe  aufpices  it  has  extended  itfelf  beyond  ail 
Other  parts  of  zoology,’  ’ p.  35U 
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common  neceffaries  of  life,  and  was  even  accuf- 
tomed  to  wear  the  caft-off  fhoes  of  his  fellow- 
ft u dents,  which  he  mended  with  pafteboard  for 
his  own  ufe#.  From  this  hate  of  penury,  he 
was  hidden ly  relieved  by  the  learned  Olaus 
Cel fius,  profeffor  of  divinity,  and  reftorer  of 
natural  hiftory  in  Sweden  ; whofe  patronage  he 
cafually  acquired.  Celfius,  having  frequently  no- 
ticed him  making  obfervations  in  his  botanical 
garden,  was  aftonifhed  at  his  proficiency  in  bo- 
tany, the  fm  all  eft  knowledge  of  which  was  at 
that  time  efteemed  a rare  qualification  in  Sweden ; 
being  informed  of  his  diftreffed  fituation,  he 
received  him  into  his  houfe ; admitted  him  to 
his  table,  gave  him  accefs  to  his  library,  and 
engaged  his  aftiftance  in  completing  his  Hiero- 
botanicon , a work  ascertaining  the  plants  men- 
tioned in  the  Holy  Scriptures.  The  favours  of 
this  refpeclable  patron,  conferred  in  fuch  ex- 
treme neceffity,  he  always  acknowledged  with 
the  ftrongeft  expreftions  of  reverence  and  gra- 
titude. 

Soon  afterwards  he  attracted  the  notice  and 
obtained  the  patronage,  of  Olaus  Rudbeck,  pro- 
feffor of  phyfic  and  botany.  An  academical 
differtation,  De  Nupt iis  Arbor um  f,  being  read 

* Fabricius. 

t The  thefis  is  ftyled  ra.[xnq  <pJI&vt  five  de  Nuptiis  Arboram 
de  quibus  Diflertationem  Philologico-criticam  publico  boaornm 
examini  fubmittit  Petrus  Ugla,  3 d Dec.  1729. 
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in  the  public  fchools,  Linnaeus  wrote  upon  it 
fame  obfervations  ; wherein  he  introduced  feveral 
remarks  on  the  generation  of  plants,  to  which  he 
had  particularly  turned  his  attention.  Iludbeck, 
ftruck  with  the  fagacity  and  juftnefp  of  thefe  oh- 
fervations,  immediately  commenced  an  acquaint- 
ance with  the  author : his  abilities  and  knowledge 
being  developed  upon  a nearer  intimacy,  the 
profeflor  appointed  him  tutor  to  his  tons,  in 
feme  meafure  diredted  his  ftudies,  and  thought 
him  fufficiently  qualified,  though  only  in  the 
23d  year  of  his  age,  to  read  occafional  ledlures 
in  the  botanical  garden,  by  which  means  he  ob- 
tained a fmall  income.  At  this  period  Linnaeus 
palfed  his  days  in  herborifing  and  giving  leftures, 
and  employed  great  part  of  the  night  in  laying 
the  foundation  of  the  new  fyftem,  which  he  had 
already  planned.  He  likewife  began  to  arrange 
his  Bibliotheca  Botanica , his  claffes , and  geneva 
plant  arum ; from  whence  we  may  collebt  how 
early  he  had  fixed  the  principles  of  that  method, 
which  he  afterwards  carried  to  fuch  perfection. 

His  knowledge  was  confiderably  improved  by 
a journey  into  Lapland  in  l 7 3a,  to  which,  at  the 
recommendation  of  It  udbeck  and  Celfius,  he  was 
deputed  by  the  Royal  Society  of  Sciences  at 
Lpftda,  in  order  to  inveftigate  the  natural  him 
tpry  of  that  unknown  region:  but  as  he  re- 
ceived  only  a gratuity  of  about  £.8  towards  de- 
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fraying  his  expences,  lie  was  obliged  to  travel 
almoft  the  whole  way  on  foot,  which  he  per- 
formed with  great  fpirit  and  alacrity,  lie  com- 
menced this  expedition  on  the  lith  of  May, 
1732  ; flayed  fome  time  at  the  mines  of  F aid  tin; 
yifited  various  parts  of  Lapland  ; underwent 
many  liardfliips ; efcaped  imminent  perils,  and 
returned  to  Upfala  in  the  month  of  October, 
1733,  after  having  traverfed  near  4000  miles  L 
Durinff  his  tour  he  tranfmitted  to  the  Royal 

o 

Society  of  Sciences  a Florida  Lapponica , which 
was  printed  in  their  acts,  and  was  his  firfl  pub- 
lication : in  this  catalogue,  he  difpofed  the 
plants  according  to  the  fyftem  afterwards  called 
the  Sexual. 

Soon  after  his  return  he  continued  his  ledfures 
on  botany,  and  delivered  others  upon  mineralogy 
and  the  art  of  allaying  metals,  which  were  the 
firft  on  that  f abject  ever  given  at  Upfala,  and 
from  which  he  acquired  great  applaufe.  But 
being;  not  entitled,  from  his  handing  in  the  uni- 
verfity,  to  read  lectures,  a formal  complaint  was 
lodged  againft  him  by  profeffor  Rofen,  phy- 
fician  to  the  king’,  and  he  had  the  mortification 
to  receive  an  exprefs  prohibition  from  the  aca- 
demical confiftory.  Linnaeus,  who  began  to 
draw  a comfortable  fubfiftence  from  tliefe  Ie-> 
fares,  and  faw  no  immediate  means  of  maim 


# Basck. 

0 4 


tain  nig 


■200  TRAVELS  IN  SWEDEN.  B.  7. 

taming  himfelf,  was  fo  exafperated  at  this  pro- 
ceeding, that  he  drew  his  fword  on  the  profefior, 
and  might  have  proceeded  to  violence  had  he 
not  been  prevented.  In  confequence  of  this 
outrage,  he  would  have  been  expelled  from  the 
univerfity,  if  his  patron,  Olaus  Celfius,  had  not 
compromifed  the  affair 

In  this  juncture  he  was  appointed  to  accom- 
pany the  fons  of  Baron  Reuterholm  into  Dale- 
carlia  and  Norway.  During  this  tour  he  im- 
proved  his  knowledge  of  mineralogy,  by  vifiting 
various  mines  and  forges ; at  FahJun,  he  read 
lectures  upon  foffils  and  the  art  of  allaying, 
which  were  much  frequented  ; at  the  fame  time 
he  obtained  the  friend  fliip  of  Dr.  Moreens,  the 
phyfician  of  the  place,  to  whofe  daughter  he 
betrothed  himfelf.  It  being  the  cuftom  at  that 
time  to  take  a degree  in  fome  foreign  univerfity ? 
and  the  fituation  of  Linnaeus  not  being  adequate 
to  fuch  an  ex  pence,  the  young  lady  prefented 
him  with  an  hundred  ducats,  (j£.50,)  to  take  his 
doctor’s  degree  at  Harder  wick  in  Guelderland  f. 
With  this  view  he  commenced  his  journey  in 
1735,  and  proceeded  to  Copenhagen  and  Ham- 
burgh, where  he  gave  a proof  of  his  accurate 
knowledge  in  natural  hiftory,  by  difeovering, 
that  a celebrated  fnake  ivith  feven  beads,  be- 
longing to  the  burg’om after  Spreckelfen,  and  long 

* Fabric iu,3,.  f Ibid. 
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efteemed  a great  wonder,  was  a mere  impofition. 
On  the  firft  infpeHion,  our  naturalift  perceived 
that  the  fix  heads,  notwithftanding  the  art  with 
which  they  were  joined  together,  were  jaws  of 
weafels  covered  with  a fkin  of  a fnake 

Linnasus,  to  whom  100  ducats  appeared  an 
immenfe  fum,  thought  his  riches  inexhauftible, 
and,  remaining  a confiderable  time  at  Ham- 
burgh, where  he  was  pleafed  with  his  fituation, 
found  himfelf,  on  his  arrival  in  Holland,  re- 
duced to  extreme  neceffity,  and  unable  to  d if  - 

V ' 

burfe  the  expence  of  a doctor’s  degree  : he  there- 
fore applied  by  letter  to  Boerhaave,  acquainting 
him  that  he  was  a perfon  who  devoted  himfelf 
to  the  ftudy  of  botany,  but  laboured  under  ex- 
treme poverty.  Boerhaave,  the  friend  and  pro- 
tedlor  of  feience,  received  Linnreus  in  his  gar- 
den : among  other  topics  of  converfation,  hn 
pointed  out  the  Cratcegus  Aria , and  demanded, 
whether  he  had  ever  obferved  that  plant,  add- 
ing, it  had  not  yet  been  deferibed  by  any  writer, 
Linnseus  anfwered,  it  was  a native  of  Sweden, 
and  deferibed  by  Vaillant.  Boerhaave  ihp- 
ported  the  contrary  • and,  convinced  of  the 
juftnefs  of  his  affertion,  becaufe  he  had  himfelf 
hiper  intended  the  publication  of  Vaillant’s  work, 
immediately  brought  the  book  to  Linnseus,  who, 

^ The  reader  will  find  a plate  of  this  factitious  monfler  in,  Seba’s 
Jvtufeum,  vol,  j.  table  ioz» 

without 
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without  hefitation,  referred  to  the  defcriptions 
which  correfponded  with  the  plant From  this 
fpecimen  of  his  accurate  knowledge  in  botany, 
Boerhaave  became  his  patrpn,  and  recommended 
him  to  the  protection  of  Mr.  Clifford  ; by  whom 
he  was  appointed  fuperintendant  of  a botanical 
garden  f,  lately  formed  at  an  extraordinary  ex- 
pence,  In  this  new  fituation,  highly  adapted  to 
his  circumftances  and  genius,  he  received  a falary 
of  a J ducat  per  day ; had  the  infpeCtion  of  a 
garden  rich  in  the  choice!!  plants ; and  was  not 
confined  in  expence  for  obtaining  every  ipeeies 
of  exotics,  and  procuring  the  works  of  the  moft 
eminent  botanical  authors.  In  addition  to  thefe 
favourable  opportunities  of  increasing  his  know- 
ledge, he  travelled,  at  the  charge  of  Mr.  Clifford^ 
into  England  and  France.  During  only  two 
years  refidence  with  Mr.  Clifford,  he  publifhed 
many  works  § in  feveral  branches  of  natural  liif~ 

toiy3 

* Fabricius. 

f At  Hartcamp,  about  three  miles  from  Harlem. 

£ About  9 s.  6d. 

§ Syftema  Naturae,  comprized,  as  Dr.  Fulteney  fays,  in  twelve 
pages,  and  is  the  outlines  of  the  fucceeding  editions— Fundamenta 
Botanica— Bibliotheca  Botaniea— -Mufa  Cliffortiana — Genera  Plan- 
tarum — Viridarium  Cliffortianum  — Methodus  Sexualis  — Flora 
Lapponica — Critica  Botanipa— Hortus  CHftbrtianusr-  Artedi  Ich- 
tyologia— Claffes  Plantarum.  “ We  cannot  fufficiently,”  fays 
Dr.  Baeck,  with  juftneis,  “ wonder  how,  within  fo  fliort  a fpace 
as  two  years,  during  which  period  he  was  fo  conftantly  occu- 
pied in  arranging  the  plauts  oi  Clilfort  s Garden  according  to 
n his 
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tory,  in  which  he  difcoverecl  an  amazing  faga- 
city  in  methodizing  and  claffing,  with  the  niceft 
difcrimination,  the  various  produdiong  in  the 
three  kingdoms  of  nature.  In  thefe  publications 
he  ventured,  young  and  unknown  as  he  was,  to 
commit  his  new  fyftem  to  the  world,  which, 
undefended  by  its  author,  and  fupported  only 
by  intrinfic  merit,  conquered  all  oppofition 
from  men  of  the  firft  abilities  and  decided 
char  abler 

His  refidence  in  Holland,  which  had  effen- 
tially  contributed  to  his  rife  and  improvement, 
was  at  lenth  embittered  by  a dangerous  diforder 

his  fyftem,  and  v/as  fo  continually  interrupted  by  foreign  vift- 
tors,  Linnaeus  could  alfo  find  time  to  put  forth  fo  many  writings,, 
each  of  which  would  have  been  fufficient  to  have  eftablifhed  the 
reputation  of  a man  of  learning;  and  thefe  writings,  founded 
upon  his  own  difeoveries,  and  tending  to  give  a new  form  to  a 
whole  fcience.  The  materials  of  fome,  indeed,  had  been  col- 
lefted  and  digefted  in  Sweden ; but  it  is  a fa61  fcarcely  credible, 
that  the  Hortus  Chft'ortianuf,  a work  which  contains  fo  much 
knowledge,  ihould  have  been  written  and  printed  in  fefs  than 
nine  months.”  For  an  account  of  thefe  various  publications, 
fee  Pulteney,  p.  16 — 30. 

* Among  others  the  celebrated  Dillenius,  though  he  candidly 
acknowledged  the  merits  of  the  Linnaean  fyftem,  confefted  that  he 
was  too  far  advanced  in  life  to  ftudy  a new  arrangement.  The 
fame  reafons  may  account  for  the  coolnefs  of  reception  he  met  with 
from  Sir  Hans  Sloane,  notwithftanding  the  following  letter  of 
recommendation  written  by  Boerhaave : “ Linneeus,  qui  has  tibi 
dabit  lit  eras,  eft  unice  dignus  te  <videre , unice  dignus  a te  <videri , qui 
*vos  ‘videbit  ft  mu  l,  uidebii  hominum  par , cm  ftmile  <vix  dabit  or  bis 
See  Pulteney,  p.  1 2. 
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that  terminated  in  an  ague.  He  became  fud- 


denly  penfive,  difcon tented,  expreffed  an  infur- 
mountable  defire  to  fulfil  his  matrimonial  en- 
gagements, and  was  impatient  to  appear  in 
Sweden,  where  he  flattered  himfelf  with  the 
profpeCt  of  a moft  honourable  reception. 

Having  declined  many  offers  of  promotion, 
he  quitted  Holland  in  the  fpring  of  1738,  and, 
after  paffing  a fliort  time  at  Paris,  arrived  at 
Stockholm  in  the  month  of  September ; where 
he  fettled  as  a phyfician,  and  married  in  the  fol- 
lowing year  the  lady  to  whom  he  had  betrothed 
himfelf  at  Fahlun. 

Linnaeus  returned  to  his  native  country  full 
of  fanguine  expectations  that  his  merit  would 
be  recognized ; but,  to  ufe  his  biographer’s  * 
expreffions,  “ he  was  aftoniflied  to  find  that  he 
was  confidefed  more  as  a ft  ranger  among  his 

O O 

countrymen  than  among  foreigners.”  Mor- 
tified at  this  difappointment,  and  the  finall 
degree  of  practice  which  he  firft  obtained,  he 
once  refolved  to  accept  the  offers  of  his  patrons 
in  Holland;  or  to  fettle  at  Gottingen,  at  the 
earned;  felicitation  of  the  celebrated  Haller. 
But  although  his  acknowledged  merit,  and  un- 
common reputation,  foon  fecured  to  him  the 


patronage  of  feveral  illuftrious  perfonages,  yet 
he  paid  the  iifual  tax  of  genius,  bv  experiencing 
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a confiderable  degree  of  envy  and  oppofition ; 
though  by  thefe  means  lie  was  at  fir  ft  involved 
in  fome  difficulties,  only  a ftiort  period  clap  fed 
before  he  acquired  an  extend ve  p radii ce.  His 
moft  confiderable  and  zealous  patron  was  count 
Teffin,*  the  firft  minifter,  whofe  collection  he  af- 
terwards deferibed  in  his  Mufeiim  Teffimanum. 

By  his  intereft,  Linnaeus  obtained,  in  1739, 
the  office  of  phyftcian  to  the  fleet,  and  a ftipend 
from  the  ftates  for  reading  leCtures  in  mineralogy, 
on  the  colleclion  of  foffils  belonging  to  the 
board  of  mines  *.  Count  Teffin  alfo  recom- 
mended him  in  fuch  flrong  terms  to  their  Swe- 
diffi  majefties,  that  they  honoured  him  with 
their  patronage.  Under  his  direction  the  king- 
formed  a collection  of  quadrupeds,  birds,  fifties, 
and  ferpents,  at  Ulricfdal ; and  the  queen  of 
infeCts  and  ft  i el  Is  at  Drottingftiohn ; both  of 
which  have  been  accurately  deferibed  by  Lin- 
naeus himfelf.  During  his  refidence  at  Stock- 
holm, he  aftifted  in  founding  a literary  fociety, 
which  was  afterwards  called  the  Royal  Academy' 
of  Sciences,  and  of  which  he  was  appointed  the 
firft  preftdent. 

In  1741  he  at  length  obtained  the  objeCt  of 
his  warmeft  ambition,  the  profeftbrftiip  of  botany 
in  the  univerftty  of  Upfala.  On  the  death  of 
Rob  erg,  profeffor  of  practical  medicine  and  ana- 
tomy, Linnaeus  was  appointed  to  fill  his  chair, 

# Baxk, 
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which  he  changed,  in  1742,  with  ptofeffor  Ro° 
fen,  for  that  of  botany:  he  was  at  the  fame 
time  appointed  to  fuperintend  the  phyfic-gar- 
den,  and  undertook  to  read  ledures  in  botany, 
natural  liiftory,  dietetics,  on  the  knowledge  of 
diforders,  and  the  materia  medica.  From  this 
period  he  paffed  the  remaining  part  of  his  life  ah 
moft  uniformly  at  Upfala. 

N , 

He  turned  his  principal  attention  to  the  inm 
pro vemen t of  the  botanical  garden,  which,  at 
the  time  of  his  appointment,  fcarcely  contained 
40  exotics;  but  produced,  in  1748,  notwith- 
handing  the  fe verity  of  the  climate,-  noo  fpe- 
cies,  exclufive  of  indigenous  plants  and  varie- 
ties. His  own  colledion  of  natural  hiftory  was 
rich  only  in  plants;  a circumftance  chiefly  ow- 
ing to  the  number  of  quadrupeds,  ihells,  and 
infects,  which  he  prefented  to  their  majefties  for 
their  cabinets  at  XJlricfdal  and  Drottningfholm. 
His  herbarium  was  highly  valuable,  from  the 
number  and  arrangement  of  the  fpecimens. 

By  his  incomparable  ledtures  he  raifed  the 
univerfity  to  the  higheft  repute,  and  drew  many 
foreigners  to  Upfala.  He  was  always  attended 
by  a numerous  audience,  and  his  poffeffed  art 
was  not  only  fatisfying  the  curiofity,  but  gain- 
ing the  affedtion  of  the  ftudents.  His  ledtures, 
diftinguiflicd  by  the  concifenefs  and  precifion 
fo  confpicuous  in  his  works,  were  delivered 

with 
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with  a r fpirit  and  animation  which  irrefiftibly 
caught  the  attention  of  his  hearers,  for  he  fpoke 
with  a perfuafion  which  was  infpired  by  deep 
infight,  juft  conceptions  and  zealous  ardour  for 
the  knowledge  of  nature  He  diffufed  a hid- 
den fpirit  of  enquiry;  and  kindled  among  his 


* Baeck  and  Fabricius.  Nothing  can  mark  the  philofopher’s 
paffion  For  natural  hiftory  more  than  thefe  exprefilons  in  a letter  tc* 
Mr.  Pennant  on  the  following  occafion.  Having  received  the  firft 
notice  of  the  Anomia  retufa  (Syft.  Nat.  1151.  No.  225.)  being  found 
in  a recent  hate,  from  Mr.  Pennant,  who  obferved  one  adhering: 
to  a fea-plant  drawn  out  of  the  Norwegian  feas,  he  wrote  to  him. 

Pro  gaudio  exultans  quod  detexeras  concham  anomiam  a null® 
mortalium  antea  vifam,  quaqiie  facem  accenderas  fcientia  natural! 
luculentiffimam  in  deperditis  hue  ufque  concharum  generibus. 
Be  hac  concha  die  noftuque  cogitoj  de  eo  loquor  hodi&j  no<5lu  de 
eo  fomnio,”  Dec.  3,  1756. 

In  another  letter  to  our  Englifii  zoologift  he  thus  acknowledges 
a prefen  t of  his  Synopfis  of  Quadrupeds,  and  candidly  allows  the 
merit  of  the  work*  although  it  differed  in  fome  refpefr  from  his 
own  method  of  claffing  animals.  u Diu  atfdivi  D.  Troili  fecum 
adduxifle  dona  tua,  quas  avidiffime  exfpeftavi.  Redux  tandem  pri- 
die  ad  nos  accefht,  et  mihi  obtulit  Synopfin  tuam  of  Quadrupeds  et 
Zoologiam  Indicam.  Pro  fingulis  g rates  reddo  qiias  unquam  pof- 
fim  calidiflimas.  Synopfin  tuam  legam  et  relegam  millies.  Multa  in 
eo  occurrunt  lefta  mihi  jueundiflima,  et  maximeutilia  quse  in  fuc- 
cum  et  fanguinem.— — Perlefto  hoc  opere  multa  a te  quasram  nee 
Unquam  me  ingratum  fentias.— Non  de  methodo  difputaboj  mihi 
perinde  erit  utrum  naturae  cultor  fit  Lutheranus,  Calvinianus,  J11- 
daieus,  aut  Mahometanus,  unice  notitiam  fpecierum  quasram.  Q 
utinam  viderem  reliqua  tua  opera  imprimis  de  avibus,  quam  multa 
inde  addifeerem  quse  etiamnum  me  fugiunt.-— Tua  Indian  Zoology 
perpulchra  erat ; pulcherrimae  figure  rarifiimarum  certe  avium  j 
deferiptiones  etiam  exadtifiim^,— Vale  plura  proxime.”  Upfalise, 
1773,  d«  2.  Mali, 
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ftudents  a new  zeal  for  the  ftudy  of  natural  biff 
tory.  During  the  fir  ft  years  of  his  refidence  at 
Upfala,  he  gave  herborifing  lectures  in  fpring 
and  fummer.  In  thefe  botanical  excurfions  he 

\ y . * 

was  attended  with  a band  of  trumpets  and 
French-horns,  and  Tallied  out  at  the  head  of 
200  or  300  ftudents,  divided  into  detached  com- 
panies. When  Linnaeus  was  inclined  to  explain 
any  curious  plant,  bird,  or  infect,  the  ftragglers 
were  called  together  by  the  found  of  mufic,  and 
crowding  round  their  mailer,  liftenccl  in  refpeet- 
ful  filence  to  his  obfervations  *. 

His  reputation  was  now  widely  fpread  in  fo- 
reign countries,  and  he  received  the  moll  flat- 
tcrin  invitations  to  Peterfburgh,  to  Gottin* 
gen,  and  particularly  to  Madrid ; where  he  was 
offered  by  the  king  of  Spain  a confiderable  fti- 
pend  f , the  rank  of  nobilityy  and  the  toleration 
of  his  religion.  But  the  profpeft  of  the  moft 
fplendid  advantages  could  not  feduce  him  from 
his  native  country ; where  he  had  acquired  the 
efteem  of  his  fovereign,  and  the  general  icfpedl 
of  his  countrymen,  which  he  maintained  until 
his  death. 

* I am  indebted  to  Sir  John  Cnllum  for  this  anecdote,  who  re- 
ceived it  from  Dr.  Solander;  and  it  has  been  fince  confirmed  to 
me  by  Mr.  Dryander,  a Swediih  gentleman,  who  frequently  at- 
tended thefe  botanical  excurfions. 

^ A penfion  of  2000  piftoles.  Pulteney,  p.  35. 
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His  fervices  in  promoting*  every  branch  of 
natural  hi  (lory  were  fully  acknowledged ; he 
was  encouraged  in  his  endeavours  to  improve 
and  d iff ufe  his  favourite  fcience ; a new  houfe 
was  erected  for  him,  at  the  public  expence,  clofe 
to  the  phytic  garden ; and  he  was  occafionally  de- 
puted by  the  ftates  to  make  excurfions  into  va- 
rious parts  of  Sweden,  with  a view  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  natural  hiftory.  For  this  purpofe 
he  vifited  the  Iflands  of  Gothland  and  Oeland, 
the  provinces  of  Skone  and  Weft  Gothland,  and 
communicated  to  the  public,  in  his  native  lan- 
guage, the  Itineraries  of  his  Travels,  which  are 
laid  to  be  replete  with  curious  and  philofoplii- 
cal  obfervations ; the  general  purport  of  which 
was  principally  directed  in  adapting  natural  hif- 
tory to  (economical  ufes.  Under  his  aufpices, 
many  of  his  fcholars  # were  difpatched  to  va- 
rious parts  of  the  world,  at  the  expence  of  the 
public,  or  of  particular  focieties,  and  they  all 
feem  to  have  caught  from  their  beloved  m after 
a fpirit  of  emulation  and  zeal  for  fcience : the 
communications  which  he  received  from  their 
unremitted  labours  fur  miked  him  with  fuch  in- 

* Kalm  journeyed  to  North  America;  HafTelquift  to  Smyrna, 
Egypt,  and  Paleftine ; Ternftroem,  Toren,  and  Ofbeck,  to  China; 
Rolander  to  Surinam;  Loeflingto  Spain  and  North  America;  For- 
ikal  to  Arabia;  Thunberg  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  Batavia, 
and  Japan;  Sparman  to  the  Cape  and  South  Seas;  and  above  all* 
the  much  to  be  regretted  Dr,  Solander  round  the  world. 
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formation  as  enabled  his  comprehenfive  mind  to 
appropriate  their  difcoveries,  and  to  “ exemplify 
in  a more  perfect  and  detailed  manner,  his  fyf- 
tem  of  nature*.”  Thus  liis  genius  diffufed  it- 
felf  through  the  mod  diftant  regions  of  the 
globe,  and  his  fpirit  Trill  continues  to  animate 
the  zealous  difciples  of  the  Lirmaam  fchooh 
The  circumftances,  relative  to  his  deceafe, 
are  related  by  his  Swedith  biographer')'.  In 
May  1774,  while  reading  lectures  in  the  bota- 
nical garden,  he  was  leized  with  an  apoleddc 
ftroke,  followed  by  a debility,  which  he  him- 
felf  pronounced  the  forerunner  of  death.  II is 
limbs  were  affected  to  fuel)  a degree,  that 
he  could  not  be  moved  without  extreme  pain 
and  difficulty.  In  autumn,  however,  he  was 
fomewhat  recovered,  which  he,  in  the  enthuff- 
afm  of  fcience,  imputed  to  a prefent  from  the 
king  of  feveral  hundred  rare  plants.  Thefe 
plants,  brought  from  Surinam  by  Dahlberg,  a 
Swedifli.  officer,  were  fo  well  preferved  in  fpi- 
rits,  that  their  flowers,  fruit,  and  leaves,  were 
diftincily  vilible.  lie  found  great  amufement 
and  eonfolation  in  arranging  and  publilhing  a 
fhort  description  of  them,  under  the  title  of 
Plantce  Surinamenfes , which  was  bis  laft  per- 
formance. In  June  1776,  he  was  afflicted  with 
a fecond  ftroke  of  apoplexy,  which  reduced  him 


* Pulteney,  p.  34, 
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to  fo  weak  a ft  ate,  that,  to  ufe  his  own  exprei- 
fions  in  his  Journal,  “ Linnaeus  limps,  can 
hardly  move,  [peaks  unintelligibly,  and  can 
fcarcely  write.”  In  the  fame  year  a paralytic 
ftroke  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  right  fide, 
and  confined  him  wholly  to  his  bed.  His 
ftreno'th  gradually  forfook  him,  his  mental  fa- 

O O %)  J 

culties  were  impaired,  and  an  ague,  attended 

by  a dropfy,  brought  on  a tranquil  diifolution 

/■% 

on  the  10th  of  January  1 778,  in  the  71ft  year  of 
his  age. 

His  remains  were  interred  in  the  cathedral  of 
Upfala,  with  all  the  funeral  honours  which  gra- 
titude and  refpect  could  infpire,  and  his  difci- 
ples  created  a monument  to  his  memory The 
king  of  Sweden  ordered  a medal  to  be  ft  ruck, 
expreffive  of  the  dejection  of  fclence  on  the 
deeeafe  of  Li  mice  us  ; he  alfo  attended  the  meet- 
ing of  the  Academy  of  Sciences,  in  which  his 
commemoration  fpeech  was  delivered,  and,  as 
a ftill  higher  tribute  to  his  memory,  lamented, 
in  a fpeech  from  the  throne  to  the  diet  of  1778, 

* The  monument  erected  to  his  memory  is  a flab  of  Swedifli 
porphyry,  bearing  a medallion  of  Linnaeus,  executed  by  Sergell, 
with  the  infcription — 

Carolo  a Linnsee 
Botani corum  Principi 
Amici  et  difcipuli. 
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the  irretrievable  lols  which  Sweden  had  buffer- 
ed from  his  death 

The  mo  ft  trifling  anecdotes  relative  to  the 
perfon  and  character  of  inch  eminent  men  as 
Linnaeus,  cannot  fail  of  being  particularly  in- 
terefting;  and  our  curiofity  in  thefe  refpe&s 
will  be  highly  gratified  by  the  detail  of  af 
naturalift  perfonally  acquainted  with  him ; 
who  reprefents  him  chiefly  in  private  and  do- 
meftic  fcenes;  which,  though  they  place  every 
character  in  the  trueft  light,  yet  too  often  efcape 
the  notice  of  biographers. 

“ 1 had  the  good  fortune  of  enjoying  the  in- 
ft  ructions,  protection,  and  familiar  acquaint- 
ance of  Linnaeus,  from  1762  to  1764.  No  day 
palfed  in  which  I did  not  fee  him ; none  in 
which  I did  not  attend  his  leChires,  or  converfe 
with  him  in  the  molt  friendly  manner.  In  fum- 
mer  I followed  him*  into  the  country,  accom- 
panied by  two  friends,  Kuhn  and  Zoega,  who 
were  foreigners  as  well  as  myfelf : in  winter  we 
took  up  our  abode  oppofite  to  his  houfe  at  Up- 
fala;  where  he  vilited  us  almoft  every  day  with- 
out form,  in  his  red  night-gown  and  green  cap 
lined  with  fur,  and  with  his  pipe  in  his  hand. 
His  converfation  was  lively  and  agreeable;  he 
amufed  us  with  many  anecdotes  relative  to  the 

* ulteney,  p.  212*  f Fabricius. 

iiaturalifts, 

j 


€«  7. 


LINN  IE  U S. 


213 

natural  ills,  both  native  and  foreign,  whom  he 
had  formerly  known;  he  frequently  refolved 
difficulties  which  occurred  to  vs  in  the  progrefs 
of  our  ftudies,  and  often  favoured  us  with  oc- 

cafional  inftruetions.  During  our  unreftrained 

» 

intercourfe,  he  frequently  built  into  loud  tits  of 
laughter,  his  countenance  brightened  with  plea- 
hire,  and  his  mind  expanded  with  a degree  of 
opennefs  and  freedom,  which  the  wed  his  natu- 
ral inclination  to  lociablenefs  and  friendship. 

£*  Not  lefs  joyous  was  our  country  life.  We 
dwelled  in  a farm-houfe  at  a fm  all  d ilia  nee  from 
his  habitation.  Linmeus  in  fummer  generally 
rofe  at  four  frequently  called  upon  us  at  fix, 
and,  having  breakfafted,  read  lectures  upon  the 
Or  dines  naturales  piantarum  until  ten.  Then 
we  attended  him  to  the  neighbouring  rocks, 
where  he  had  fufficient  employment  in  defend- 
ing their  different  productions  till  mid-day,  the 
ufual  hour  of  dinner;  after  which  we  repaired 
to  his  houfe,  and  paffed  the  evening  in  his  com- 
pany. Every  Sunday  we  received  a vifit  from 
Lin  mens  and  his  whole  family ; on  which  occa- 
lion  we  always  provided  a peafant  who  played 
upon  a rebec,  and  danced  in  the  bam  with  in- 

* (<  In  fummer,”  fays  Dr.  Baeck,  (<  he  ufually  dept  only  from 
10  to  3 j and  in  winter  from  9 to  6.  Whenever  he  perceived  him- 
felf  fatigued  with  too  much  application,  he  quitted  his  ftudy,  anti 
relieved  himfelf  with  fociety.” 
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finite  fatisfadtion.  In  truth,  though  our  hall 
was  not  very  fplenclid ; our  fociety  not  nume- 
rous; our  miific  not  fuper-excellent;  our  mi- 
nuets  and  Polilh  dances  not  .diversified;  yet  we 
amufed  ourfelves  not  a little.  The  old  man,  who 
generally  fat  fmoking  his  pipe  with  my  friend 
Zoega,  and  looked  on,  would  now  and  then 
ftart  up  and  join  in  a Polifli  dance,  in  which  he 
aurpaffeel  the  youngeft  of  the  company.  Thofe 
days  and  hours  will  never  be  forgotten  by  me, 
hut  will  always  be  recollected  with  plcafure. 

“ Li  nine  us  was  final!  in  fiature,  and  appear- 
ed ftill  fhorter  from  a habit  of  hooping.  He 
w as  thin,  but  well  made ; when  I knew  him, 
age  had  already  marked  his  forehead  with  wrin- 
kles. His  countenance  wras  open,  and  almoft 
ahvays  ferene;  his  eyes  the  molt  expreffive  I 
ever  beheld;  they  wrere  finall  indeed,  but  lively 
and  piercing  beyond  defciption;  I do  hot  recol- 
lect their  colour,  but  their  glances  would  now 
and  then  penetrate  and  read  my  very  foul.  The 
engraving  prefixed  to  the  Specks  Plant  arum  is 
a finking  refemblance  of  him.  His  mind  was 
noble  ; his  and  erltan  ding  quick  and  acute,  His 
great  pre-eminence  confifted  in  the  regular  con- 
nection of  his  ideas,  and  all  his  words  and  .ac- 
tions w ere  orderly  and  fy Hematic.  In  his  youth 
his  memory  was  ftrong,  but  began  to  fail  at  a 
very  early  period  of  his  life,  I perceived  feve- 
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ral  inftances  of  his  not  being  able  to  remember 
the  names  of  his  neareft  acquaintance,  and  once 
in  particular  found  him  in  great  diftrefs,  hav- 
ing juft  written  a letter  to  his  father-in-law, 
whofe  name  he  had  forgotten. 

Co 

**  His  heart  was  open  to  every  impreffion  of 
jov,  beloved  pleafantry,  and  was  fond  offoeiety  ; 
he  was  an  excellent  companion,  cheerful  and 
agreeable  in  his  converfation,  of  fanciful  wit, 
and  poftelfed  a happy  talent  of  applying  appo- 
ftte  anecdotes.  His  palftons  were  ftrong  and 
violent,  he  was  hafty  and  choleric,  but  foon  ap- 
peafecl.  His  friend!]} Ips  were  warm  and  unalter- 
able, and  more  particularly  to  his  favourite 
fcholars;  his  attachment  was  always  founded 
on  a love  of  fcience ; he  was  fo  fortunate  as  to 
experience  few  inftances  of  ingratitude;  and  it 
is  well  known  with  what  zeal  his  difciples  re- 
turned his  friendlhip,  and  how  frequently  they 
enquired  in  his  defence. 

“ Though  his  love  of  fame  was  boundlefs, 
and  his  motto,  Famam  extendere  faStis , the 
true  image  of  his  leva  I ; yet  this  ambition  had 
no  other  object  than  literary  eminence,  and  ne- 
ver degenerated  into  an  often  five  and  unfocial 
pride.  Nor  was  the  rank,  to  which  he  had 
been  raifed  by  the  favour  of  his  fovereign, 
otherwife  agreeable  to  him  than  as  a mark  of 
Ills  high  reputation  in  fcience.  In  matters  rela- 
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tive  to  botany  lie  could  not  eafilv  brook  con- 
tradition  : he  thankfully,  indeed,  received  and 
nfed  the  annotations  of  his  friends  for  the  im- 
provement of  his  works;  but  difdained  the  at- 
tacks of  his  opponents;  and,  by  never  replying, 
confirmed  them  to  oblivion.  He  was  himfelf 

o 

liberal  in  his  encomiums,  and  not  difpleafed 
with  being  admired,  which  feems  to  have  been 
his  principal  foible  : his  love  of  praife,  however, 
was  founded  on  the  ftrong  perception  of  his  own 
excellence,  on  his  acknowledged  improvements 
of  natural  hi  (lory,  and  on  the  confcioufnefs  of 
being  efteemed  the  firft  fy hematic  writer  of  the 
age.  Tournefort,  as  he  often  allured  me,  he 
had  looked  up  to  from  his  youth  as  the  mailer 
whom  he  propofed  to  imitate,  and  whom  he 
foon  l\ir palled  in  a confiderable  degree. 

££  His  way  of  life  was  moderate  and  parfimo- 
nious;  and  he  has  been  accufed  of  covetouf- 
nefs#.  I cannot,  however,  but  hold  him  in  home 
meafure  excufed,  if  he  placed  too  high  a value 
upon  money,  the  want  of  which  he  had  fo  long 
an  cl  fo  feverely  experienced.  It  may  alfo  be 
urged  in  his  defence,  that  the  habits  of  ex- 

* It  is  a fufTicient  refutation  of  the  charge  of  avarice,  that 
<c  though  extremely  fparing  in  his  own  private  eKpences,  he  was 
liberal  in  entertaining  his  friends,  and  in  afts  of  charity,  and  al- 
ways remitted  to  poor  ftudents  what  was  due  to  him  for  attending 
his  lectures,”  Bseck. 
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treme  parfimony,  which  he  had  contracted  un- 
der the  moft  preffing  neceffities,  adhered  to  him 
afterwards;  and  could  not  be  fliaken  off  even 
in  times  of  affluence.  I never,  however,  per- 
ceived that  his  frugality  degenerated  into  fordid 
avarice;  and  i can  allege  my  own  example  as 
an  inftance  to  the  contrary.  He  refufed  in  fo 
peremptory  a manner  to  accept  the  acknow- 
ledgment due  fo  him  for  reading  lectures  to  us 
during  the  fummer,  that  we  were  obliged  (after 
having  in  vain  endeavoured  to  force  it  upon 
him)  to  leave  it  fecretly  behind  us.5’ 

To  the  honour  of  his  country  and  the  prefent 
age,  Linnaeus  reaped  the  advantage  of  his  fu- 
perior  genius  by  the  unfoli cited  accumulation 
of  wealth  and  honours.  In  1753  he  was  creat- 
ed a knight  of  the  Polar-ftar,  and  ennobled  in 
1756. 

His  numerous  writings  brought  him  no 
inconfiderable  emolument*';  while  his  falary 
as  profeffor,  his  practice  as  phyfician,  and 
the  prefents  which  he  occafionally  received 
from  his  fcholars,  rendered  him  eafy  and 
independent.  He  purchafed  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Upfala  two  eftates,  at  Hammarby 
and  at  Srefja;  at  the  former  he  built  a villa, 
and  at  his  deceafe  bequeathed  an  ample  provi- 

# A ducat,  or  about  g s.  6d,  each  flieet.  Fabricius. 
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lion  to  his  widow  and  children.  He  left  four 
daughters  and  one  Ion,  Charles  Linnaeus,  who 
fticc ceded  him  in  the  profefforfhip,  and  died  on 
the  ift  of  November  1783. 

The  name  of  Linnaeus  may  be  clafled  am  on  2: 

V/  O 

thofe  of  Newton,  Boyle,  Locke,  Haller,  Euler, 
and  other  great  philofophers,  who  were  friends 
to  religion.  He  always  teftified  in  his  converfa- 
tions,  writings,  and  actions,  the  higheft  rever- 
ence for  the  Supreme  Being ; and  was  fo  ftrongly 
impreffed  with  the  idea  of  omniprefence,  that 
he  wrote  over  the  door  of  his  library;  Innocui 
vivite , numen  adeft . 

The  great  merits  of  Linnaeus,  as  a naturalift, 
are  to  be  eftimated  from  the  rude  fate  in  which 
lie  found  all  the  branches  of  natural  hiftory,  and 
the  perfection  to  which  he  carried  them ; in 
drawing  order  from  confufion,  and  perfpicuity 
from  darknefs.  His  underfunding,  comprehen- 
iive,  yet  accurate,  was  capable  of  combining 
and  arranging  an  alrnoft  infinite  variety  of  ob- 
jects, which  the  magnitude  of  the  greateft  could 
not  fatigue,  nor  the  infignificance  of  the  fmall- 
eft  elude.  The  mere  catalogue  of  his  works 
would  make  an  ordinary  pamphlet;  and  it  'would 
require  no  fmall  volume  to  trace  even  the  out- 
lines of  liis  fyfem,  now  difinimifTied  by  the  ap- 
puliation  of  Linmean,  which  new  methodized 
and  reformed  the  whole  compafs  of  natural  hif- 
tory. 
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torv.  In  thefe  extend ve  and  various  purfuits, 
we  know  not  which  to  admire  mo  ft;  intimate 
knowledge,  fertility  of  invention,  indefatigable 
induftry,  fcientific  arrangement,  or  that  wonder- 
ful exadtnefs  in  difc  rimmating,  where  the  mi- 
nute ft  fhades  of  difference  are  fcarcely  percep- 
tible. v ' , 

The  reader,  who  is  defirous  of  further  intelli- 
gence concerning  this  great  naturalift,  will  find 
his  curiofity  amply  gratified  from  the  perufal  of 
Dr.  Pulteney’s  “ General  View  of  the  Writings 
of  Linnaeus.”  In  thaf  excellent  publication  the 
ingenious  author  has  detailed  a lift  of  his  nu- 
merous works,  methodically  claffed  according 
to  the  sera  of  their  appearance  ; to  which  is 
fubjoined  a critical  account  of  their  general  con- 
tents. He  has  alfo  traced  the  progrefs,  and  laid 
open  the  leading  principles  of  the  Linnsean  fyf- 
tem,  with  a mafterly  precifion  and  accuracy, 
which  could  only  be  derived  from  the  moft  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  fubjech 
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Remarks  on  the  writings  of  Wallerius,  Cronftedt,  and  Bergman. 


r II  E contents  of  this  chapter  being  at  my 
requeft  communicated  by  Dr.  Pulteney, 
I claim  no  other  merit  than  that  of  giving  it  to 

O O 


the  public. 

The  public  revenue  and  wealth  of  Sweden 
being  intimately  connected  with  the  mines,  par- 
ticularly thofe  of  iron,  mineralogy  has  been 
eminently  encouraged  and  cultivated.  To  this 
caufe  we  may  attribute  the  acknowledged  fie i 1 1 
of  the  Swedith  chymilts,  as  fuperior  to  thofe  of 
many  other  nations  : for  how  much  foever  we 
owe  to  the  labours  of  Pott  and  Margraaf,  and 
feveral  other  Germans,  to  the  Swedes  we  are 
indebted  for  the  fir  ft  rational  fyftem  of  miner- 
alogy. Among  thofe  who  principally  taught 
the  method  of  arranging  thefe  unorganized 
bodies,  we  mu  ft  not  omit  the  great  Linngeus  : 
he  laid  the  bads  of  what  mav  be  called  the 


( * 1 a fii  c al  fo  u n d at  i o n 


of  his  fvftem, 


in  the  chy- 


i ideal 
earths 


analvds  : having  early  diftributed  the 
into  Calcareous.  Yitrefcent,  and  Apyrous, 
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and  eftablifhed  his  orders  and  genera,  on  figure, 
colour,  hardnefs,  and  other  feiifible  qualities. 
This  fyflem  was  firft  adopted  by  Wallerius,  but 
confiderably  improved  by  Crqnftedt ; and  the 
recent  difcoveries  of  the  Swedifh  liiineralo- 
gifts  and  chymifts  have  greatly  advanced  this 
branch  of  knowledge. 

Wallerius  publifhed  at  Stockholm,  in  1747* 
the  firft  {ketch  of  his  fyflem  in  the  Swedifh 
tongue ; and  he  has  preferved  nearly  the  fame 
arrangement  in  the  fubfequent  editions  of  17-54 
and  17  78.  In  1748  he  gave  to  the  world  a dif- 
fer tat  ion  “ On  the  Nature  and  Origin  of  Nitre;55 
and,  in  1751,  an  academical  differtation  on  the 
Principles  of  Vegetation.  Soon  after  his  ap- 
pointment to  the  profefforfliip  of  chymiftry, 
metallurgy,  and  pharmacy,  he  afterwards  print- 
ed in  his  native  language,  u An  Epiftle  on  the 
true  Nature,  Utility,  and  Excellence  of  Chy- 
myftry.”  In  the  next  year,  in  addition  to  his 
tract  on  V egetation,  he  publifhed  another,  rela- 
tive to  “ The  Methods  and  Ufe  of  rendering 
Seeds  fertile,  by  wafliing  or  infuftng  them  in 
various  Kinds  of  Liquors  and  gives  it  as  his 
opinion,  that  fuch  methods  are  generally  ha- 
zardous. 

In  the  fame  year  Wallerius  put  forth,  in  the 
7th  volume  of  the  Acta  Academic e Naturae  Cu- 
rioforum,  a paper  4£  On  the  beft  Method  of 
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making;  Tar  from  the  Pine  and  Fir  Trees:”  in 
which  he  treats  of  the  principles  of  tar- water, 
the  medicinal  fajne  whereof  had,  by  means  of 
the  Biihop  of  Clqyne's  Sir  Is,  fpread  over  Europe. 
In  the  fame  ads  he 'has  written  “ On  the  ftcllated 
or  aborefeent  appearance  on  the  Regulus  An- 
timonii,”  and  gives  diredions  to  prepare  the 
regulus  fo  as  to  fucceed  in  rendering  the  ftar 
vifible  ; obferving,  that  it  depends  on  the  anti- 
mony being  more  or  lefs  deprived  of  the  ful plum 
This  year  produced  from  the  profeffor  a thefis, 
containing  “ Some  Stridures  on  the  erroneous 
Method  of  preparing  certain  Chymical  Reme- 
dies a fignal  proof  of  his  application  of  true 
chymical  knowledge  to  the  real  advantage  of 
pradical  medicine.  In  the  ads  of  the  Royal 
Society  of  Stockholm  for  1 754,  he  defer ibed  the 
method  of  making,  from  mercury  alone,  the 
arbor  d lance,  or  what  has  been  called  the  philo- 
fo  phi  cal  tree.  In  vol.  21,  for  1760,  with  equal 
ability,  he  inquires  into  “ the  nature  of  that 
earth  which  exiils  in  all  vegetables  and  animals 
as  a principle  of  their  compofition  and  takes 
oc cation  to  fpecify  the  method  of  obtaining 
pure  earth  of  this  kind  from  water,  by  trituration, 
as  mentioned  by  Eller  : a fad  which  has  been 
much  difputed,  by  many  fubfequent  philofophers 
and  chymifts.  In  thefe  ads  alio,  for  1765,  we 
find  the  refult  of  his  examination  of  platina, 

which 
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which  he  deemed  a real  metal,  and  not  a recre- 
ment, or  mixed  metal. 

In  1761  he  publhhed  an  academical  differ- 
tation,  under  the  title  of  “ Chymical  Principles 
of  Agriculture,”  in  quarto;  in  which  the  va- 
rious methods  of  fertilizing  different  foils,  by 
manures,  and  other  proceffes,  are  difcuffed. 
About  the  fame  time  he  wrote,  in  the  Swedifh 
tongue,  a thefis,  on  occafion  of  fome  mifchief 
done  at  Upfala  by  lightning,  intended  to  prove 
the  perfect  fnni lari ty  between  the  matter  of  light- 
nine:  and  electrical  fire. 

O 

I11  1768  Waller  ins  gave  to  the  world  a large 
volume,  oft  a vo,  in  Latin,  “ On  the  Elements 
of  Metallurgy in  which  he  has  expatiated  on 
the  principles  of  the  docimaftic  art.  The  fame 
year  he  alfo  put  forth  “ Lucubrations  on  all 
the  Sy items  of  Mineralogical  Writers,”  and 
on  the  “ Method  of  conftrudting  a rational 
Claffifi cation  of  the  Foffil  Kingdom.”  This  is  a 
work  of  much  labour  and  erudition  ; and  is  highly 
gratifying  to  a curious  fearcher  into  nature.  He 
begins  with  the  earlieft  writers  on  the  fubjeft,  and 
follows  them  through  each  century  to  the  pre- 
fent  time.  He  has  exemplified  the  latter  part  of 
his  lucubrations  in  his  own  fyftem,  of  which 
he  publiflied  the  firit  volume  in  a Latin  edition 
in  1772,  and  the  fecond  in  1778.  This  work 
muft  be  confidered  as  his  capital  performance. 

The 
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The  Fi  ’ench  edition  of  1754  was  in  great  bfti- 

. mat  ion : but  this  is  much  enlarged,  and, 

. \ 0 ; 7 
being  rendered  into  Latin,  is  become  more  fci- 

entific,  and  better  adapted  to  general  ufe.  The 
great  treafure  of  erudition  and  experimental 
knowledge  which  it  contains,  renders  it  unques- 
tionably one  of  the  moft  valuable  books  on  the 
fcience ; and,  in  defiance  of  all  changes  of  iy in- 
terns or  circumftances  in  mineralogy  and  chy- 
miftry,  it  rnuft  long  remain  a ftriking  inftance  of 
labour,  learning,  and  fcience.  Befides  the  ex- 
cellent arrangement  of  the  fubject,  and  the 
well-defined  characters  of  each  clafs,  order,  and 
genus,  it  is  enriched  at  the  end  of  each  genus 
with  copious  fcholia , containing  the  opinions  of 
preceding  authors  on  the  feveral  mb  Lances ; and 
he  concludes  with  his  own  idea  of  the  true  na- 
ture or  composition  of  each. 

One  of  the  latefl  of  his  works  is  his  Mecli - 
tcitiones  de  Origine  Mundi,  printed  at  Stock- 
holm, in  odtavo,  17  79-  It  is  to  be  expedled, 
that  many  of  the  principles  contained  in  this 
work,  relating  to  fire,  light,  fixed  air,  &c.  and 
much  of  his  reafoning,  particularly  on  the  in- 
flammable, faline,  and  aqueous  principles  in 
bodies,  will  not  be  received  by  all  the  philo- 
fophers  of  this  country ; nor  his  theory  of  the 
formation  of  this  globe,  be  thought  fatisfacfory. 
Yet,  the  learning  he  has  difplayed,  and  his  well- 
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intended  folicitude  to  reconcile  his  fyftem,  and 
the  changes  of  the  elements,  to  the  Mofaic  ac- 
count of  the  creation,  will  enfure  his  work  a 
-candid  reception  among  all  who  are  inclined  to 
(peculate  on  thefe  intricate  fubjedks,  and  are 
friendly  to  religion. 

This  learned  man,  after  having  filled  the 
chair  for  thirty  years  with  high  reputation,  re- 
figned,  in  1767,  the  profefforfhip ; was  honoured 
by  his  foveremn  with  the  order  of  Vafa.  and 

v O ' 

hill  continues  to  enjoy,  at  his  houfe  near  Upfala, 
a literary  retirement 

Axel  Frederic  Cronftedt,  the  excellent  Cron- 
ftedt, as  he  isjuftly  called,  defcended  from  a 
noble  German  family,  naturalized  in  Sweden, 
was  a native  of  Sudermanland,  and  born  in  1 722. 
He  ftudied  mineralogy  under  Wallerius,  Swab, 
and  Tilas.  He  commenced  his  walk  in  this 
field  of  fcience  by  a difcovery  which  foon  ren- 
dered him  confpicuous,  that  of  a new  femi- 
metal,  called  Nickel.  He  gave  the  firft  inti- 
mation of  it  in  a paper  publiflied  in  the  Stock- 
holm AHs,  for  1751;  and  detailed  fome  ex- 
periments in  the  fame  work,  for  1754.  In  1753, 
he  publiflied  “ Obfervations  on  Gypfumf’  and 
in  the  fixteenth  volume  of  the  A6ts,  for  1755, 
gave  a curious  account  of  filver  precipitated 
from  water  in  the  Kongfberg  mines.  In  17 56, 

# Wallerius  died  at  Upfala  in  77. 
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Cronftedt  difiinguifhed  liimfelf  by  the  difcovery 
of  the  zeolite,  which  he  firft  named,  and  fepa- 
rated  as  a diftind  done,  confiding  of  a peculiar 
earth,  as  its  bafis : his  obfer  vat  ions  were 
printed  in  the  Stockholm  Ads  for  that  year. 
Profeffor  Bergman  has  fince  found,  by  analyzing 
zeolite,  that  it  confifts  of  a mixture  of  filiceous, 
argillaceous,  and  calcareous  earth. 

In  the  fame  Ads,  for  175  7,  he  publilhed  an 
ingenious  paper,  with  a view  to  deted  the  co- 
louring principle  in  the  cow- wheat  (Mefiam- 
pyrum  arvenfe),  the  balks  of  which,  when 
faded,  acquire  a fine  blue  tint.  They  yield  this 
colour  to  water ; and  it  is  not  deftroyed  either 
by  vinegar,  fpirit  of  vitriol,  or  alkalis,  unlefs 
boiled  together  with  thefe  latter,  which  led  him 
to  fufped  that  a vegetable  dye,  or  pigment, 
might  be  extracted  from  this  plant. 

In  1758,  being  diredor  of  the  mines  of 
Dalccarlia  and  Weftmanland,  Cronftedt  pub- 
lifhed  his  ££  Eilay  towards  a Syftem  of  Mine- 
ralogy.” It  was  printed  in  the  Swedifh  lan- 
guage, without  the  name  of  the  author;  in 
1760,  was  tranflated  into  German,  in  1770, 
into  Englifh,  and  is  now  in  the  hands  of  all 
diligent  inquirers  into  the  knowledge  of  fofiils. 
Wallerius  himfelf  has  called  it  Opus  fine  pari 
The  author,  not  being  led  away  with  what  he 
calls  Figuromania , but  negleding  the  external 

appearances 
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appearances  of  mineral  bodies,  has  fucceedcd 
in  claffing  them  according  to  their  conftituent 
principles.  This  method  obliges  him  to  make 
no  diflindtion  between  earths  and  hones ; and  to 
throw  into  an  appendix  all  that  are  called  figured 
extraneous  foffils,  which  had  held  fo  diftin- 
guilhed  a rank  in  former  fy  (terns. 

In  the  Stockholm  A6ts,  for  I7bl,  he  gave 
fome  inftrucf  ions  relating  to  the  choice  of  ftone 
for  building  ; and  hinted  at  the  practicability  of 
ufing  the  flag  of  iron  fmelting-houfes,  by  run-” 
ning  it  into  # moulds  for  bricks  ; which  hint  is 
profecuted  in  a fubfequent  paper  of  1763,  ad- 
Vifmg,  that  the  lime  which  is  ufed  fliould  be  re~ 
duced  into  fine  powder.  In  the  fame  volume 
he  communicated  fome  obfervations  “ on  the 
Phyfical  Geography  of  the  Province  of  Jemt- 
land  in  Sweden.”  In  the  volume  for  1764, 
Cronftedt  delivered  in  a procefs  on  platina,  when 
melted  with  nickel  and  fulphur,  which  he  found 
recoverable,  in  the  form  of  a black  powder, 
by  diffolving  the  mixed  fubfiance  in  aqua- 
fortis. It  is  to  be  lamented  that  this  able  man 
did  not  live  longer,  to  improve  ftill  further  that 
fcience  which  he  fo  much  enlightened.  Pie  died 
in  1765,  in  the  43d  year  of  his  age. 

A pofthumous  work  of  this  accurate  minera- 

* This  is  now  pra&ifed  at  the  forges  at  Briftol  j and  there  are 
long  ranges  pf  wall  near  Bath  covered  with  this  material. 
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logift  lias  made  its  appearance.  For  fome 
time  before  his  death  he  was  employed  in  ar- 
ranging and  preparing  for  the  prefs  an  account 
of  the  mines  of  Weftmanland  and  Dalecarlia, 
of  which  he  was  fuperintendent.  A copy  of 
this  performance,  originally  written  by  the  au- 
thor in  the  Swedifh  tongue,  which  he  completed 
but  did  not  live  to  publifb,  was  fortunately  pro- 
cured by  Georgi,  adjunct  to  the  Imperial  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  at  St.  Peterfburgh ; who  has 
given  to  the  world  a German  tranflation  of  it 
under  the  following  title ^ : ce  Cronfted’s  All- 
neralogical  Account  of  the  Mines  of  Weftman- 
land and  Dalecarlia,  from  his  own  Obfervations 
and  Refearches a work  replete  with  much 
curious  information,  and  remarkable  for  that 
accuracy  and  precifion,  which  fo  highly  diftin- 
guilh  all  his  other  writings. 

O 

Profeffor  Bergman  diftinguifhed  himfelf  by 
a ftrong  attachment  to  fcience  ; and  was,  at  an 
early  period  of  his  life,  made  profeffor  of  ma- 
thematics and  natural  philpfophy  in  the  uni- 
verfity  ofUpfala.  In  the  17th  volume  of  the 
Stockholm  Afis,  for  1756,  he  corrected  a m if - 
take  of  the  celebrated  Linnaeus,  who,  for  want 
of  more  perfect  information,  defcribed,  under 

* “ Mineral  Gefchichte  ueber  Weftmanlandifche  und  Dale- 
fearlifche  Erdgeburge  auf  Jteobachtungen  und  Unterfuechungen 
gegruendet,”  &c«, 
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the  name  of  coccus  aquatic  us,  the  egg  of  a fpe- 
cies  of  the  leech  genus ; and,  in  the  fubfequent 
year,  he  gave  an  accurate  defcription  of  that 
genus,  which  was  afterwards  generally  adopted 
by  Linnaeus  himfelf 

In  1 759,  he  publifhed  a paper  containing 
(e  A Review  of  the  feveral  Explanations  which 
Natural  Philofophers  have  given  of  the  Rain* 

bow;”  and,  in  1760,  fome  thoughts  “ On  the 

/ 

Origin  of  thofe  Meteors  which  are  not  accom- 
panied by  any  fenfible  Sound  or  Exploiion;”  and 
a paper  “ On  the  Opinions  held  by  Philofophers, 
relating  to  the  Twilight;”  to  which  he  lias  pre- 
fixed the  account  of  Mairan’s  anticrepufcalum s 
or  that  of  the  horizon  oppofite  to  the  fun.  In 
1761  and  1 762,  profeffor  Bergman  wrote,  in  the 
Swedifh  ACts,  on  the  fuhjeCt  of  eleClricity,  in 
confequence  of  a correfpondence  with  Mr.  Wil- 
fon  ; and  particularly  on  the  electrical  quality  of 
Iceland  cryftal,  and  double  refracting  fpar, 
In  1763,  he  again  diftinguiilied  himfelf  among 
the  entomologifts,  by  remarks  on  the  tenthredo , 
qr  faw-fly,  the  caterpillars  of  which  had  com- 
monly been  confounded  with  thofe  of  the  but- 
terfly and  moth,  until  he  difcovered  that  the  feet 
in  the  latter  are  never  more  than  fixteen?  but  in 
the  tenthredo  always  exceed  that  number.  The 
fame  year  produced  from  the  author,  a refult 
of  fome  eleCtrical  experiments,  made  with  filk 
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of  various  colours,  which  did  not  prove  fatif- 

In  1767,  on  the  refignation  of  Wallerius, 
Bergman  was  chofen  to  fucceed  him  as  profeffor 
of  chymiflry  and  metallurgy.  How  ably  he  has 
filled  this  chair,  fo  honourably  occupied  by  his 
venerable  predeceffor,  is  well  known  to  all  who 
are  interefted  in  thefe  purfuits.  In  the  year 
1764,  the  profeffor  wrote  a paper  to  afcertain, 
from  a number  of  obfervations,  the  height  in 
the  atmofphere  at  which  the  aurora  borealis 
exifts.  He  computes,  that  thefe  appearances 
are  fometimes  fo  low  as  at  20  Swedifh  miles  # ; 
at  others,  that  they  are  railed  to  150:  the  me- 
dium he  therefore  fixes  at  72.  'Thefe  obfer- 
vations were  afterwards  further  profecuted.  In 
1765  and  1766,  he  wrote  again  on  electrical  fub- 
je&s,  and  chiefly  on  the  property  and  laws  of 
eledricity  in  the  Tourmalin,  which  had  been 
referred  to  his  examination  by  the  Royal  Aca- 
demy of  Sciences  of  Stockholm. 

In  1767,  Bergman  publifhed  fome  important 
hints  relative  to  the  depuration  of  alum  at  the 
alum-works,  in  which  he  advifes  the  ufe  of 
argillaceous  earth,  and  propofed  tobacco-pipe 
clay,  inftead  of  alkali,  to  free  it  from  the  vitriol 
A paper  having  appeared  in  the  Stockholm  ACfes 

* A degree  containing  io|  Swedifh  miles  $ a Swedifh  mile  ~ 
about  6\  Englifh  miles, 
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1769,  on  the  culture  of  pine-trees,  he  alfo 
published  in  the  fame,  “ An  Account  of 
the  Infeds  which  deftroy  that  Tree  in  Sweden  ; 
and  attributes  the  dcvaftation  to  the  abun- 
dance of  the  tenth  redo  caterpillar.  In  that  king- 
dom, where  fuch  immenfe  quantifies  of  wood 
are  confumed  in  the  fmelting  furnaces,  thefe 
matters  are  deferving  of  high  attention.  In  1 7 70, 
in  order  to  induce  the  Swedifh  chymifts  to  pre- 
pare corrofive  fublimate,  which  was  then  chiefly 
imported,  our  author  publiflied  a paper,  con- 
taining a recital  of  the  various  methods  hicheito 
ufed  to  unite  mercury  with  the  marine  acid;  and 
he  continued  the  hiftory  of  this  combination  in 
two  fubfequent  volumes  of  the  fame  Ads.  Some 
buildings  at  Stockholm  having  differed  by  light- 
ning; in  the  year  1769?  our  author,  and  his  fuc- 
ceffor  in  the  profefforihip  of  natural  philofophy, 
Mr.  Wilkie,  both  publiflied,  “ On  the  Subject, 
of  Conductors  to  Lightning.” 

In  the  Stockholm  A&s,  for  i77b  profeflor 
Bergman  gave  “ Some  Inftructions  concerning 
the  bed  Clay  Compofitions  for  making  Tiles." 
In  1773,  iffued  his  obfervations  on  fixed  air;  or, 
as  he  chofe  rather  to  call  it,  the  aerial  acid : 
this  paper,  and  feveral  others,  printed  before 
and  after,  either  feparately,  or  in  the  Stock- 
holm Ads,  have  fince  been  collected,  and  pub- 
liflied by  the  author  in  Latin,  in  three  volumes 
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o<5lavo,  1 779,  1780,  1783,  under  the  title  of 
Opufcula  phyjica  et  chemica  ; pleraque  feorjzm 
antea  eclita  jam  ab  auctore  collecta , revlfa  ei 
aucta\  and  have  further  contributed  to  extend  his 
fame,  and  moft  defervedly  raife  his  character  to 
a high  rank  throughout  Europe.  The  author 
propofes  to  carry  on  this  mifcellaneous  publi- 
cation on  the  fame  plan. 

Dr.  Troths  Account  of  Iceland  contains,  a 
curious  letter  from  the  profeffor,  written  in 
1776;  in  which  he  introduces  many  judicious 
obfervations  on  the  effects  of  lubterraneous  fires, 
on  the  origin  and  formation  of  bafaltes,  and  the 
lavas  and  foffil  products  of  Iceland 

Bergman  has  not  confined  his  refearches  and 
inquiries  to  the  mere  analyfis  of  bodies  in  the 
laboratory;  but  extended  his  views  to  phyfical 
geography,  and  has  given  lucubrations  on  the 
ftrudture  and  formation  of  the  earth  j\  His  effay 
on  the  ufefulnefs  of  Chymiftrv,  tranllated  into 
the  Englifh  language,  evinces  not  only  an 
extenfive  acquaintance  with  this  fcience,  but  alfo 
a comprehenfive  view  of  the  good  effects  to  be 
expected,  from  its  improvement,  on  the  intcrefts 
of  mankind. 

Bergman  has  compofed  two  academical  diff 

* See  Troil’s  Letters  on  Iceland,  p.  338.  400. 

4 “ Pbyfick  Belkrifnung  oefoer  Jordklotet,”  or  Phyfical  De- 
feription  01  the  Earth. 
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fertations  *,  replete  with  much  accurate  inform- 
ation on  the  origin  and  progrefs  of  chymiftry. 
In  the  firft  he  treats  of  its  rife  and  gradual  im- 
provement, in  a chronological  feries,  to  the  middle 
of  the  7th  century ; and  in  the  fecond  carries 
his  inquiries  to  the  middle  of  the  17th  century. 

In  the  fourth  volume  of  the  Upfala  A6ts,  the 
profeffor  put  forth  Meditationes  de  Syfiemciie 
Foff ilium  Naturali ; or,  Confiderations  on  the 
Natural  Syftem  of  Foftils,  This  learned  work 
is  divided  into  two  parts ; the  firft,  on  their  ar- 
rangement, treats  of  natural  bodies  in  general, 
of  the  criteria  of  foftils,  of  their  claffes,  genera, 
fpecies,  varieties;  the  fecond  lays  down  rules 
for  giving  names  to  foftils ; a great  defideratum 
in  this  branch  of  natural  knowledge,  and  which 
will  tend  to  prevent  that  confufion  and  uncer- 
tainty derived  from  the  want  of  precife,  general, 
and  fpecific  appellations  '|\ 

The  reader  will  not  wonder  that  fuch  extra- 
ordinary merit  fhould  be  duly  noticed  by  th© 
king  of  Sweden,  Guftavus  honoured  profeffor 
Jkrgman  with  tha  order  of  VafaJ,  and  all  men 

of 

* De  Primordiis  Chemise  in  1777.  Chemise  ProgrefTus  a Medio, 
$asc.  VII.  ad  Medium  Ssec.  XVII.— -1782. 

f His  works  are  colledted  in  three  volumes  odtavo,  exclufive  of 
his  Phyfical  Geography  in  two  volumes. 

j Having  omitted  to  give  an  account  of  the  Swedilh  orders,  I 
jjhall  tak©  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  them.  There  are  four 
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of  fcience  will  join  in  wi  filing  that  he  may  long 
fill  the  chair  which  he  now  occupies  fo  much  to 

the  advancement  of  fcience  *. 

- ? • • • • ' . • • 

orders*,  .the  three  Aril  were  inftitutqd  in  1748,  by  Frederic  I. ; 
and  the  laft  by  Guftavus  III. 

I.  The  order  of  the  Seraphim,  or  the  blue  ribband ; which  is 
appropriated  to  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  ; it  admits  only  24  mem- 
bers, exclufive  of  the  royal  family  and  foreign  princes.  II.  The 
order  of  the  Sword,  or  the  yellow  ribband,  for  the  officers  of  the 
navy  and  army.  There  are  three  daffies  of  this  order:  1.  Com- 
manders of  the  Great  Crofs,  who  wear  the  ribband  over  the 
ffioulder,  and  a liar  on  the  coat.  2.  Commanders,  who  wear  the 
ribband  in  the  fame  manner,  but  without  the  liar.  Each  of  thefe 
daffies  contains  24  members.  3.  Knights,  who  wear  the  fmalt 
crofs  pendent  from  the  button -hole.  The  number  of  thefe  is 
indefinite,  but  generally  amounts  to  above  1000.  III.  Polar  Star, 
or  the  black  ribband.  Of  this  order  there  are  two  daffies  : 5.  Com- 
manders, who  wear  the  great  crofs  pendent  round  the  neck;  there 
are  24  of  this  clafs,  exclufive  of  four  to  be  added  for  the  bi- 
iflops.  2.  Knights,  who  wear  the  fmall  crols  pendent  from 
the  button-hole,  are,  exclufive  of  foreigners,  485  and  fix  to- 
be  added  for  the  clergy.  This  order,  before  the  inftitution 
of  the  following  order  of  Vafa,  was  conferred  on  men  of  let- 
ters. fV.  The  order  of  Vafa,  or  the  green  ribband,  eftablilhed 
at  the  coronation  of  Quftavus  III.  is  divided  into  three  daffies 
1.  Commanders  of  the  Great  Crofs,  who  wear  the  ribband  over 
the  ffioulder,  and  the  liar  on  the  coat.  2.  Commanders,  who 
wear  the  ribband  over  the  ffioulder,  without  the  liar.  3.  Knights, 
who  wear  the  ribband  over  the  neck.  This  order  is  conferred  on  per- 
fons who  have  diftinguiffied  themfelves  in  agriculture,  commerce* 
the  arts,  and  fciences. 

* Bergman  was  appointed  Re  dor  of  the  univerhty  of  Up  fa  la, 
and  died  at  Medvi  in  1784,  in  the  50th  year  of  his  age. 

A further  account  of  Berg?nan  may  be  feep  in  Aikin’s  “ General 
Biography/’  chiefly  taken  from  his  Eloge,  inferted  in  the  Ads  of 
the  Pari  flan  Academy  of  Sciences,  for  1784. 

The 
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The  laft  work  which  I ihall  mention  of  this 
great  chymift,  is  the  Sciagraphia  Miner  alls , or 
Sketch  of  the  Mineral  Kingdom,  which  may 
be  considered  as  heads  of  a courfe  of  lectures 
drawn  up  for  the  ufe  of  Mr.  Ferber,  who  ob- 
tained the  author’s  permiffion  to  prefent  it  to 
the  world.  This  fliort,  but  able  trad  was  firft 
publiflied  in  1782,  at  Leipfic  and  Deffau,  and 
reprinted  in  England  and  Italy. 

I Shall  infert  in  the  Appendix  of  this  volume, 
an  analyfis  of  it,  by  the  fame  ingenious  author 
to  whom  I am  indebted  for  the  former  part  of 
this  chapter. 
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Ckaeral  defcription  of  the  countiy.-— Wefteros.— Tomb  of  Erie 
XIV.-— His  imprifonment  and  death. — Account  of  his  family.—* 
Singular  adventures  of  his  eldeft  fon  Guftavus. — Kungfoer.— 
Arboga.— Orebro.— Mariefladt.- — Lidkioping.— Trolhaetta. — Ri- 
ver Gotha. — -Attempts  to  join  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia  and  the  Ger- 
man Ocean  by  an  inland  navigation  acrofs  Sweden.— Endea- 
vours to  render  the  cataracts  of  Trolhactta  navigable.— Deferip- 
tion of  the  works. 

w | ^ II E provinces  of  Upland,  W eflmanland, 
and  Ncrike,  which  I traverfed  in  my  way 
to  Gotheborg,  are  eftemed  the  richeft  and  fin  eft 
parts  of  Sweden ; and  indeed  I can  hardly  fi- 
gure to  myfelf  a more  variegated  or  pleafmg 
feenery  than  is  exhibited  by  the  general  face  of 
the  country.  Hills  and  dales,  rocks  and 
Tallies,  fmall  plains,  numerous  lakes,  forefts, 
meadows  and  arable  land,  frequent  towns  and 
villages,  and  fcattered  farm-houfes,  are  blended 
with  conftant  and  delightful  variety.  Thus 
Sweden,  which  fome  travellers,  forming  their 
judgment  merely  from  the  few  di briefs  that  fell 
under  their  immediate  obfervation,  have  de- 
feribed  as  a mafs  of  barren  and  ungenial  foil, 
% Is 
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is  not  deficient  in  the  picturefque  beauties  of  ru- 
ral nature.  But  I haften  from  general  to  parti- 
cular defcription. 

March  6. — From  Upfala  I pafted  a tract  of 
country,  more  open  and  fertile  than  I had  hi- 
therto obferved  in  Sweden,  to  Endkioping,  a 
fmall  town,  fituated  on  a river  clofe  to  an  inlet 
of  the  lake  Mseler,  and  conftfting  chiefly  of 
wooden  houfes  painted  red.  It  hands  on  a 
ridge  of  ground  compofed  of  fand  and  gravel, 
which  once  formed  the  fhore  of  the  lake.  Be- 
yond it  is  a fmall  plain,  formerly  covered  with 
water,  in  which  I obferved  many  fcattered  frag- 
ments of  granite.  The  two  next  polls  brought 
me,  at  the  end  of  24  miles,  to  Wefteros,  fitu- 
ated  likewife  on  a fmall  river  clofe  to  the 
Master. 

Wefteros,  or  Weftern  Arofia,  fo  called  to  dif- 
tinguifh  it  from  Oftra  Aros,  or  Eaftern  Arofia, 
the  antient  name  of  Upfala,  is  efteemed,  by  the 
native  writers,  a place  of  high  antiquity,  who 
derive  the  appellation,  by  a fanciful  etymology, 
from  the  river  Ar,  and  Os,  a mouth,  and  fup- 
pofe  it  alluded  to  by  Tacitus,  and  by  J ornan- 
des  the  Gothic  hiftorian.  But  without  dwell- 
ing on  etymological  inquiries,  we  may  obferve, 
that  the  name  occurs  in  the  earlieft  times  of 
S wed i ill  liiftory.  Wefteros  carries  on  a conii- 

derable 
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d.erable  commerce  with  Stockholm  acrofs  the 
lake  Master;  particularly  in  copper  and  iron  from 
the  mines,  which  abound  in  the  province  of 
Weftmanland.  It  is  a large  draggling  town, 
compofed  of  wooden  houfes,  and  contains  the 
ruins  of  an  ancient  palace,  formerly  inhabited 
by  the  kings  of  Sweden.  It  is  a bifliop’s  fee ; 
and  the  cathedral,  which  is  built  with  brick,  is 
celebrated  for  the  tower,  efteemed  the  hmheft 
in  the  kingdom;  the  lower  part  of  this  tower  is 
fquare,  and  fupports  an  octagon  fpire,  covered 
with  copper. 

Within  the  cathedral  is  the  tomb  of  Eric  XIV* 
wliofe  final  cataftroplie  I fliall  now  relate.  We 
may  pity  the  unfortunate  monarch  who  was 
fubjeet  to  fuch  dreadful  fits  of  infanity  as  may 
account,  in  fome  degree,  for  his  actions  ; yet  we 
cannot,  at  the  fame  time,  but  confefs,  that  he 
was  unworthy  to  reign.  The  prelude  to  his  depot 
fition  was  the  releafe  of  his  brother  J ohn  # from 
the  caftle  of  Griplholm,  where  he  had  been  con- 
fined by  Eric  for  four  years.  His  dethrone- 
ment, which  he  had  merited  by  the  moft  fla- 
grant  enormities,  was  haftened  by  his  impru- 
dence in  publicly  efpoufing  his  miftrefs,  Catha- 

* John  had  been  juftly  imprifoned  for  marrying  the  daughter  of 
Sigifmond  king  of  Poland  in  oppofition  to  Eric,  and  for  maintain- 
ing a fecret  correfpondence  with  Sigifmond  had  been  condemned 
to  death  by  the  ftates,  but  was  pardoned  by  the  king. 

fine, 
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line,  a woman  of  low  extra6lion,  and  by  what 
lie  confidered  as  the  moil  fortunate  circumbance 
of  his  life,  the  birth  of  a foil,  whom  he  com- 
pelled  his  brothers  to  acknowledge  as  heir-appa- 
rent to  the  throne.  This  event  excluding  his 
brothers  John  and  Charles,  from  all  hopes  of 
the  fucceffion,  difpofed  them  to  avail  them fe Ives 
of  the  general  difeontents,  which  the  Capri- 
cions  conduct  of  Eric,  his  miftruft  of  the  princi- 
pal nobilitv,  and  unlimited  confidence  in  per- 
ions  of  the  meaneft  extraction,  excited  through 
the  kingdom.  On  the  l Oth  of  July  1568,  they 
railed  the  ftandard  of  revolt  at  W adftena ; and 
their  party  rapidly  acquired  fuch  numbers,  that 
Eric,  believed  in  Stockholm,  was  foon  compelled 
to  capitulate,  and  abdicate  in  favour  of 
John.  The  depofed  monarch  was  immediately 
imprifoned  in  the  cable  of  Stockholm,  where  he 
endured  every  fpecies  of  perfecution  and  indig- 
nity. To  ufe  his  own  pathetic  words,  which 
beft  exprefs  bis  bufferings,  “ God  knows  how 
cruelly  and  unworthily  I have  been  ufed  thele 
ee  weeks  laft  paft.  Not  a day  paffes  over  my 
head  without  leaving  behind  it  fome  affliction. 
We  have  been  (befide  the  provocations  from  the 
reproaches  of  flanderous  men)  exceedingly  tor- 
mented with  hunger,  cold,  bench,  and  dark- 
nefs ; and  what  is  more  affe&ing  than  all  the 

reb,  my  enemies  have  more  than  once  attacked 

us 
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us  with  fwords  and  poniards.  Sometimes  we 
have  been  deprived  of  the  common  refrefhments 
of  reft  and  fleep,  becaufe  of  tumults  and  noife 
in  the  night  feafon#.”  Once  in  particular,  be- 
ing  roufed  to  refiftance  by  repeated  infults,  one 
of  his  brutal  keepers  Shattered  his  arm  with  a 
mufket,  and  left  him  feveral  hours  weltering  in 
his  blood  without  affiflance. 

We  are  naturally  anxious  to  know  in  what 
manner  a fovereign,  long  ufed  to  the  pageantry 
of  a court,  could  amufe  himfelf  in  prifon,  de- 
prived not  only  of  all  the  comforts,  but  even  the 
neceffaries  of  life : and  hiftorv  has,  in  this  in- 
fiance,  gratified  our  curiofity.  During  the  fir  ft 
part  of  his  confinement  he  employed  himfelf  in 
writing  an  apology  for  his  own  conduct,  as  well 
with  refpefit  to  his  brother  John,  as  in  relation 
to  the  cataflrophe  of  the  Stures.  Several  of 
the  papers  which  he  fketchcd  upon  this  occa- 
fion  hill  exift.  They  are  drawn  up  in  the  form 
of  fyllogifms  f,  with  the  minuteft  attention  to 

the 

* Account  of  Livonia,  p.  114. 

f A fpecimen  of  thefe  fyllogifms  may,  perhaps,  not  be  unac- 
ceptable to  the  reader:  “ He  who  aflifts  my  enemy,  declares  him- 
felf my  enemy : John  affifted  my  enemies  with  money ; ergo,  he  de- 
clares himfelf  my  enemy.  He  who  favours  the  enemies  of  a kingdom, 
is  an  enemy  of  that  kingdom : Nicholas  Swanteffon  favoured  the  ene- 
mies of  the  kingdom  ; therefore  he  is  an  enemy  of  this  kingdom. 
John  is  my  fubjeft,  as  well  according  to  all  the  laws,  as  from  his 

oath 
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the  rules  of  logic,  an  extraordinary  mode  of 
confutation  to  a depofed  fovereign. 

In  the  beginning  of  1569,  Eric  was  fummom 

% 

ed  before  the  hates  affembled  at  Stockholm,  and 
like  Charles  I.  of  England,  brought  to  a trial 
by  his  fubjedis.  His  two  brothers  being  pre- 
fen t,  the  articles  of  accufation  were  read  • when 
Ei;ics  whofe  capacity,  naturally  acute,  was  quick- 
ened by  his  misfortunes,  anfwered  the  feverai 
charges  with  a warmth  of  eloquence  and  fub-* 
ilety  of  argument  which  aftonifhed  his  accufers 
In  the  heat  of  difpute,  John  reproached  him 
with  infanity : “ I neyer  was  infane  but  once/" 
the  depofed  monarch  replied,  u and  that  was 
when  I releafed  you  from  prifonf  ’ At  the  com 
clufion  of  this  trial  he  was  declared  to  have  for- 
feited the  crown  by  mil  conduct  and  tyranny, 
and,  being  re-condudted  to  prifon,  underwent 
additional  calamities.  He  not  only  wanted 
occafionally  common  neceffaries;  but,  what 
afflicted  him  molt  ftrongly,  he  was  depriv- 
ed of  his  books,  which  had  hitherto  afforded 
him  fome  amufemenl,  and  even  of  the  fociety 
of  his  wife  and  children.  Although  he  wrote  re? 
peated  letters  to  his  brother,  requefting  fome  ah 
leviation  of  his  diftrefs,  yet  not  the  lea  ft  notice 

oath,  of  allegiance ; therefore  he  cannot  judge  me  -vvho  am  hi$ 
king,  becaufe  I enjoy  the  Swedifh  law.”  Hift.  de  JSrlc  3£IV? 
p.  %\o, 
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was  taken  of  thefe  applications.  However  tyran- 
nical we  may  efteern  his  condudt  while  he  fat 
on  the  throne;  yet  fnch  unnatural  cruelties, 
wantonly  inflidled,  refledt  the  utmoft  difgrace 
upon  the  memory  of  his  brother,  and  we  almoft 
lofe  our  abhorrence  of  Eric’s  former  actions  in 
our  fenfe  of  his  calamitous  fituation. 

The  people,  fympatliizing  with  the  di  ft  refs*  of 
the  imprifoned  fovereign,  began  to  condemn 
the  extreme  rigour  of  his  treatment;  and  a ftrong 
party  meditated  a revolt.  On  the  difcovery 
and  fuppreffiqn  of  this  confpiracy,  he  was  tranf- 
ferred  to  Abo  in  Finland,  where  he  underwent 
a ftill  feverer  confinement. 

In  15  70,  he  was  imprifoned  at  Caftleholm,  in 
the  ifle  of  Aland  and  in  the  autumn  was  re- 
moved to  the  caftle  of  Gripfholm.  Here  his  for- 
rows  were  for  a yhile  alleviated  by  the  prefence 
of  his  beloved  Catharine;  but  he  was  again  de- 
prived of  this  comfort  in  15  73,  on  being  tranf- 
ferred  to  Wefteros.  In  a letter  to  her,  he  com- 
plains bitterly  of  his  reparation,  and  allures  her 
of  his  unalterable  attachment.  He  laments  the 
miferies  of  his  own  imprifonment,  acquaints  hei 
that  he  had  been  confined  in  a dark  dungeon  for 
feven  months,  and  was  but  juft  removed  to  a 
more  comfortable  apartment.  “ God  forbid,’" 
he  adds,  “ wherever  you  are,  that  you  and  your 

* See  Chap.  i.  Book  7. 
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children  fbould  experience  any  fimilar  feverity: 
forget  not  your  beloved  Eric,  and  break  not  the 
marriage-vow,  to  which  1 have  always  adhered 
with  fuch  inviolable  conftancy.”  From  Wefte- 
r os  he  was  fent,  the  following  year,  to  Orebyhus, 
near  Wendel,  in  the  province  of  Upland,  where 
he  terminated  his  miferable  exigence* 

Thefe  frequent  changes  in  the  places  of  his 
imprifonment  were  occalioned  by  the  appre- 
heniions.  of  John,  who  perceived  that  the  na- 
tion began  to  compaffionate  his  brother’s 
wretched  fit  nation,  and  that  many  attempts 
were  made  to  redo  re  him  to  liberty.  In  confer 
quence  of  thefe  alarms,  John,  in  1569,  fecretly 
laid  before  the  fen  ate  the  neceffity  of  battening 
Eric’s  death;  but  though  he  found  no  difficulty 
in  obtaining  their  confent  to  that  infamous  pro- 
pofal,  yet  he  deferred  the  execution.  At  length, 
as  Eric  had  once  nearly  efcaped  from  prifon, 
and  as  the  number  of  his  partizans  encreafed, 
John  refolved  to  inflict  the  fentence  of  death. 
Accordingly,  in  1577,  he  difpatched his  fecretary 
to  Oreby  with  a dole  of  poifon,  and  with  di- 
rections in  what  manner  to  proceed  ; if  Eric 
ihould  obftinately  refute  to  fwallow  the  draught, 
the  keeper  was  ordered  to  open  his  veins,  or 
ftransde  him  under  a matt  refs.  There  was,  how- 
ever,  no  occation  for  proceeding  to  force : the 
wretched  fufferer  received  the  news  of  his  ap- 

r $ preaching 
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preaching  fate  without  emotion,  and  prepared 
for  it  with  the  utmoft  resignation.  On  the  22d 
of  February  he  partook  of  the  facrament  with 
the  moft  fervent  devotion,  and  on  the  2Sth  at 
noon,  having  fwallowed  the  poifon  in  a plate  of 
foup,  expired,  in  the  ninth  year  of  his  imprh 
fonment,  and  in  the  45th  of  his  age*.  His 
body  was  transported  to  Wefteros,  and  interred 
in  the  cathedral,  where  the  bifhop  of  that  fee 
preached  a funeral  fermon  from  this  remarkable 
text : “ The  kingdom  is  turned  about  and  be- 
come my  brother’s;  for  it  was  his  from  the 
Lord.”  His  tomb  is  a raifed  monument  of 
plain  hone.  Upon  the  walls  of  the  chapel  are 
his  arms ; the  three  crowns  as  king  of  Sweden, 
the  lion  as  duke  of  Finland,  and  the  wheat- 
iheaf,  the  device  of  the  Yafa  family.  The 
whole  infeription  is  E.  R.  or  Eric  Rex,  in  large 
characters,  with  a crown  painted  over  each  let- 
ter, and  underneath  the  Latin  text  of  the  fune- 
ral lermon  preached  at  his  interment,  Tranjla- 
tum  eji  regnum , &c. 

Eric,  during  the  firft  part  of  his  confinement, 
kept  a diary,  from  which  it  appears,  that  his 
wife  was  the  conftant  fubje£t  of  his  thoughts. 
During  her  abfence,  writing  to  her  was  his  al- 

* The  circumftances  of  Eric’s  depolition  and  imprifonment  are 
principally  (elected  from  the  Hiftoire  d’Eric  XIV.  by  Ceifius,  Lib. 
XI,  and  XII.;  and  Dahl  in’s  Gefchichte  Von  Sweden,  Vol.  III.  p9 
538,  to  p.  551 ; and  Vol,  IV,  p,  66  to 6‘i 
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moft  daily  occupation ; and  his  letters  breathe 
the  moft  affedtionate  and  warmeft  attachment* 
He  foothed  many  hours  of  his  imprifonment  by 
mufic,  in  which  he  excelled  both  as  a performer 
and  compofer.  His  books,  when  he  was  in- 
dulged in  the  ufe  of  them,  afforded  a pleating 
refource;  and  he  filled  the  margins  with  nume- 
rous remarks.  He  tranflated  into  his  native 
tongue,  the  hiftory  of  the  Swedilh  kings,  from 
the  original  of  John  Magnus,  to  which  he  added 
fome  Latin  verfes  on  the  character  of  each  fove- 
reign.  He  compofed  two  penitential  pfalms, 
which  are  inferted  in  the  Swedilh  Pfalter.  His 
memorial  on  the  caufes  of  the  war  between  him- 
felf  and  Frederic  king  of  Denmark,  his  aftrono- 
mica],  or  rather  aftrological  obfervations,  his 
treatife  on  the  art  of  war,  all  written  in  the 
Latin  tongue,  prove  his  capacity  and  erudi- 
tion. 

Catharine,  his  wife,  who  was  the  daughter 
of  a peafant,  furvived  him.  While  an  infant, 
Eric,  ftruck  with  her  beauty,  paid  great  atten- 
tion to  her  education,  and  placed  her  in  the 
court  of  his  filter  Elizabeth.  When  ihe  ar- 
rived at  years  of  maturity  Hie  became  his 
miftrefs,  and  acquired,  in  a fhort  time,  an 
extraordinary  afcendency  over  his  capricious 
difpofition : an  afcendency  derived  from  the 
graces  of  her  perfon  and  the  endowments  of  her 
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mind  ; but,  according  to  the  prevailing  notions 
of  the  age,  imputed  to  philters  and  love-po- 
tions. His  attachment  increafmg,  inftead  of  c\ir 
minifhing,  by  poffeffion,  Eric  (fruftrated  in  his 
hopes  of  marrying  feveral  foreign  princeffes) 
efpoufed  her,  after  the  had  borne  him  a natural 
fon.  During  his  confinement,  Catharine  grate- 
fully returned  his  affeblion  with  equal  efteem 
and  tendernefs,  and  afforded  to  her  unfortunate 
lord  much  confolation  in  his  rnifery.  She  fur- 
vived  her  hufband  many  years  ; and  Inch  was 
her  prudent  deportment,  that  fhe  conciliated 
the  favour  of  John  and  Sigifmond,  and  was 
permitted  to  pafs  the  remainder  of  her  life  in 
Finland  in  perfedf  tranquillity : the  died  at 
liuxdal,  in  161c,  and  was  buried  in  the  cathe- 
dral of  Abo. 

Eric  left  two  natural  daughters  by  Agda> 
daughter  of  a rich  merchant  of  Stockholm,  Vir- 
ginia  and  Conftantia,  both  married  in  Sweden  ; 
and  bv  Catharine  four  children,  of  whom  only 
Guftavus,  and  Sigrida,  who  efpoufed  count 
Tott,  furvived  their  father. 

Guftavus,  born  in  1568,  and  declared  fuc- 
ceftor  to  the  Swedifji  crown,  was,  on  his  father’s 
depofition,  imprifoned  at  Stockholm;  and  when 
Eric  was  removed  to  Abo,  vTas  enclofed  in  a 
fack  and  delivered  to  an  officer  belonging  to 

the 
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the  court,  who  had  orders  to  put  him  to  death, 
and  burv  him  at  the  extremity  of  the  town. 
The  officer  proceeding,  before  day-break,  to 
carry  his  barbarous  command  into  execution, 
was  obferved  by  a Swedilh  nobleman,  who 
opened  the  fack,  and  difcovering  the  infant, 
ref  cued  him  from  deftruciion.  Guftavus,  thus 
prefer ved,  was  conveyed  from  Sweden  b\  the 
friends  of  Eric,  and  received  a wandering  edu- 
cation in  the  convent  of  the  J efuits  of  Braunf- 
berg,  at  Thorn  in.Polifli  Pruffia,  and  at  Vilna, 
the  capital  of  Lithuania*  In  thefe  different  le- 
minaries  he  made  coniiderable  progiefs  in  lite- 
rature, and,  in  particular,  diftinguiihed  himfelf 
fo  much  by  his  proficiency  in  chymifhy,  that 
he  was  called  the  fecond  Paracelfus  He  was 
no  lefs  remarkable  for  knowledge  of  languages, 
fpeaking  with  fluency,  befide  his  native  tongue, 
French,  Italian,  German,  Poliffi,  Ruffian,  and 
Latin.  He  was  indeed  fo  zealous  in  the  profe- 
cution  of  his  ftudies,  that,  on  account  of  his  indi- 
gent circumftances,  after  attending  the  fchools 
by  day,  he  ufed  in  the  evening  to  ply  at  the 
inns  in  the  loweft  capacity,  to  procure  a fcanty 
fubliftence.  His  literary  acquifitions,  however, 
did  not  advance  his  fortune  ; for  he  paffed  an 

* Meff.  Scond.  Illuf;  Lib.  VII.  p.  io-  Dahlm,  IV.  p*  158. 

f Dahlin,  IV.  p.  157. 
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unfettled1  life  in  the  greateft  mifery,  was  reduced 
to  fuch  ftraits,  that  he  frequently  had  recourfe 
to  charity,  and,  at  other  times,  earned  his  live- 
lihood by  the  meaneft  occupations. 

In  his  extreme  diftrefs,  he  ventured  to  im- 
plore the  affiftance  of  his  coufin  Smiffhond,  kin^ 
of  Poland  and  Sweden,  who  perfuaded  him  to 
enter  into  the  church,  and  conferred  on  him  an 
abbey,  from  the  revenues  of  which  he  fubfifted 
for  fome  time  at  Thorn.  Induced,  however,  to 
quit  Poland,  from  a fufpicion  of  Sigifmond,  he 
accepted  the  preffing  invitations  of  Boris  Go- 
dunof,  who  offered  his  daughter  Irene  in  mar- 
riage, and  his  affiftance  to  afcend  the  throne  of 
Sweden,  Guftavus,  allured  by  thefe  promifes, 
repaired,  in  1599,  to  Mofcow,  where  he  wars  re- 
ceived with  thofe  honours,  which,  according  to 
the  Ruffian  ceremonial,  were  only  paid  to  fove- 
reign  princes.  But  the  tzar  foon  withdrew  his 
friendfhip,  broke  off  the  intended  alliance,  and, 
in  1601,  removed  Guftavus  to  Uglitz.  It  is  un- 
certain whether  this  change  in  the  tzar’s  fenti- 
ments  was  occafioned  by  the  refufal  of  the  Swe- 
difh  prince  to  embrace  the  Greek  religion;  by 
his  unwillingnefs  to  enter  into  hoftilities  againft 
Sweden;  by  his  want  of  fpirit*;  or  becaufe  the 

contract 

* Meffenius,  when  praifing  his  piety  and  charitable  difpofition, 
adds,  « Tantaque  fuerit  plerms  commiferationc,  ut  ne  pafferis  qui- 
9 . idem. 
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contract  of  marriage  between  John  prince  of 
Denmark  and  the  princefs  Irene,  made  his  re- 
moval from  Mofcow  neceffary.  He  refided  at 
UVlitz*  until  the  acceffion  of  Demetrius,  who 

O 

imprifoned  him  at  Yaroflaf  for  favouring  Charles 
IX.  king  of  Sweden,  He  was  again  releafed  by 
Vaffili  Shuifki,  on  the  affaffination  of  Deme- 
trius, and  permitted  to  refide  at  Kafkin,  where 
he  expired  in  1607;  but  whether  by  poifon,  or 
by  a natural  death,  is  not  afcertained. 

March  7. — Between  Wefteros  and  Arboga  I 
changed  horfes  at?  the  final!  village  of  Kungfaer; 

dem,  multo  minus  hominis,  intueri  potuerit  internecionem.  Hinc- 
.que  plus  aequo  fuerit  pufillanimis,  quae  fubmiftio  mentis,  non  raro 
illius  pofuit  fortune  obftaculum.”  Scond.  Illuft.  Tom.  VIII, 

p.  100. 

* The  Swedifh  hiftorians  affert,  that  Guftavus  was  fo  attached 
to  his  native  country,  that  no  motives  could  induce  him  to  enter 
into  hoftilities  againft  it,  and  that  this  was  the  foie  caufe  of  his  re- 
moval. The  Ruffians,  on  the  contrary,  affirm,  that,  Boris,  finding 
him  a prince  without  1 pi rit  and  vigour,  readily  accepted  the  offer 
of  the  prince  of  Denmark  to  marry  Irene ; and  therefore  fent  Guf- 
tavus to  Uglitz.  The  Ruffian  and  Swedifh  hiftorians  differ  alfo 
about  his  fituation.  According  to  the  former,  he  refided  at  Uglitz 
in  great  ftate*.  according  to  the  latter,  he  was  treated  as  a prifoner. 
Perhaps  both  are  in  the  right.  He  might  refide  in  ftate,  and  yet 
be  watched  as  a kind  of  prifoner.  In  confirmation  of  this  account, 
Margaret,  who  was  at  Mofcow  at  the  time,  fays,  “ that  he  was 
fent  in  difgrace  to  Uglitz ; but  had  a revenue  afiigned  to  him  of 
^OOO  roubles  per  annum.”  Etat  de  la  Ruff.  p.  g6.  For  the  hif- 
tory  of  this  Guftavus,  fee  Dahlin,  Vol.  IV.  paffim.  Meff.  Scond, 
III.  paffim.  Celfms  Hift.  d’Eric  XIV,  p.  245  and  274.  Muller 
8,  R»  G.  Vc  p.  95  to  301,  and  295, 
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where,  tempted  by  the  beauty  of  the  fituatian, 
I roved  about  the  environs,  and  on  the  banks  of 
the  Master.  This  lake  is  extremely  beautiful; 
it  contains  feveral  iflands  rich  in  wood  and  paf- 
ture ; the  fhores  are  hilly,  feathered  with  trees, 
and  diverfified  with  villas  and  farm-houfes.  1 he 
lake,  at  lead  that  part  which  I law,  was  hill  co- 
vered with  ice,  but  no  longer  capable  of  bear- 
ing carriages.  It  is  ufually  frozen  during  a 
few  weeks  in  winter,  and  opens  an  eafy  com- 
munication, by  means  of  Hedges,  with  Stock- 
holm. • 

Kurmfkw  {lands  on  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet 

O 

Ulvifon,  which  flows  into  the  weftern  extremity 
of  the  Maher;  and  helps  to  form  the  communi- 
cation between  the  lakes  Master  and  Hielmar, 
by  its  junction  with  the  canal  of  Arboga.  Near 
Kunofer  is  an  old  wooden  building,  or  kind  of 
palace,  • formerly  inhabited  by  the  kings  of  Swe- 
den, with  a manege  and  ftables  for  the  royal 
find.  From  Kungfaer  ft  retches,  about  nine 
miles,  aim  oil  as  far  as  Arboga,  a long  narrow 
plain  of  rich  pafture,  which  belongs  to  the  king: 
it  is  watered  by  the  Ulvifon,  and  fkirted  with 
gently  riling  hills  tufted  with  wood,  produces 
great  quantities  of  fine  hay,  and  feeds  a large 
number  of  cattle.  I palled,  in  fight  of  this 
final!  plain,  which  is  fcarcely  more  than  half  a 
mile  in  breadth,  through  an  undulating  coun- 

tiy, 
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try,.  and  arrive d at  tlie  canal  of  iViboga,  w Inch 
I croffed  over  a draw-bridge.  An  infcription 
informed  me  that  the  fluice  was  begun  by 
Charles  XI.  and  fmiflied  under  the  reign  of  his 
fon  Charles  XII. 

“ Hoc  aquarum  repagulum  juflu  Auguhiflimi 
quondam  Suecorum  Regis  Caroli  XL  nunc  in 
coelis  beati  anno  MDCXCI.  inchoatum,  ultimam 
manum  fceptra  gerente  Suevica  Auguflifiinio 
Carolo  XII.  feliciter  recepit  MDClo.” 

Finding  little  worthy  of  notice  m Arboga,  I 
hahened  to  Orebro,  the  capital  of  Nerike,  where 
I palfed  the  night : it  hands  near  the  weftern 
extremity  of  the  lake  Hielmar,  and  is  the  laig- 
eh  town  which  I vihted  lince  I quitted  Stock* 
holm.  Upon  a fmall  illand  in  the  centre,  form- 
ed by  two  branches  of  the  Swart,  hands  the  cat- 
tle, formerly  a royal  relidence  i it  is  an  old 
fquare  building  of  brick  and  hone  white-walked, 
and  is  appropriated  to  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince. The  inhabitants  fend  iron,  vitiiol,  and 
red  paint  to  Stockholm ; and  the  trade  with  that 
capital  acrofs  the  Hielmar  and  Mailer,  by  means 
of  the  canal  of  Arboga,  is  very  confiderabie. 
The  town  polfelfes  manufablories  of  fire-arms, 
cloth,  and  tapehry.  On  quitting  Orebro,  I tra- 
velled that  part  of  the  province  of  Nerike 

which  lies  between  the  lakes  Hielmar  and  Wen- 
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ner ; a fertile  diftri6t,  abounding  in  com,  pai« 
ture,  and  foreft.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  day, 
1 entered  the  province  of  Weft  Gothland,  and 
palled  the  night  in  a peafant’s  cottage  at 
Hofva,  a fmall  place,  not  far  diftant  from  the 
lake  Skager. 

March  9. “At  noon  I arrived  at  Marieftadt, 
a town  built  by  Charles  IX.  on  the  rivulet 
Tidla,  where  it  falls  into  the  lake  Wenner.  A 
new*  prifon  of  brick,  ftuccoed  white,  makes  a 
finer  appearance  than  any  of  the  houfes,  wrhich 
are  moftly  built  with  wood,  and  painted  of  a red 
colour.  From  Marieftadt  I continued  my  route 
for  fome  time,  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the  Wen- 
ner, the  larged  lake  in  Sweden,  being  nearly 
ninety  miles  in  length,  and  forty  in  breadth. 
The  fhores  in  this  part  being  low  and  level,  the 
view  over  the  furface  of  the  water  appears 
boundlefs  like  a fea.  I palled  through  Lidki- 
oping,  which  carries  on  a confiderable  inland 
trade  acrofs  the  Wenner,  and  down  the  river 
Gotha  to  Gotheborg.  I flopped  the  night  at 
the  fmall  village  of  Malby,  and  arrived  the 
next  morning  at  Trolhaetta,  through  a dreary 
country,  confiding  chiefly  of  barren  heaths,  with 
ridges  of  rock  almod  naked.  This  village,  con- 
taining fcarcely  a dozen  houfes,  is  fituated  clofe 
to  the  catara&s  of  the  river  Gotha,  and  is  well 

known 
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known  from  the  ftupendous  works,  with  a 
view  to  open  a paifage  for  veffels,  by  means 
of  a navigable  cut,  called  the  Canal  of  Trot- 
hastta.. 

This  canal  forms  part  of  a plan,  long  pro- 
jected by  the  Swedes,  to  unite  the  Baltic  and 
German  Ocean  by  an  inland  navigation;  as  well 
for  improving  the  interior  trade,  as  prevent- 
ing the  interruption  of  their  foreign  commerce, 
which  is  always  the  confequence  of  a war  with 
Denmark, 

Gultavus  Vafa  was  the  fir  ft  fovereign  who  ap- 
preciated the  utility  of  fuch  an  inland  naviga- 
tion, when  he  made  Lodefe  (now  Gotheborg)  a 
ftaple-town  of  trade,  that  the  merchant-fhips 
bound  to  Sweden  might  not  be  obliged  to  fail 
through  the  Sound;  and  he  conceived  hopes, 
that,  in  feme  future  period,  the  merchandize 
might  be  tranfported  from  thence  to  Stockholm, 
by  means  of  the  Wenner,  Hielmar,  and  Mseler, 
when  the  rivers  and  lakes  uniting  with  them 
ihould  be  rendered  navigable  Eric  xiv.  de- 
firous  to  carry  his  father’s  defigns  into  execu- 
tion, gave  orders  for  furveying  the  waters  com- 
municating with  thefe  lakes;  and  direCled  plans 
to  be  formed  for  joining  them  by  artificial  ca- 
nals t*  But  the  execution  of  his  great  fchemes 

* pahjjn,  voL  III.  p«  1x5-  t Hift.  d’Erk  XIV, 
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was  fruftrated  by  the  turbulence  and  misfor- 
tunes of  his  reign. 

Several  fucceeding  fovereigns  had  this  great 
objedl  in  view.  Charles  IX.  promoted  it  by  the 
Carlfgraf  canal,  and  Charles  XI.  by  that  of  Ar- 
boga;  but  a water- communication  acrofs  the 
whole  country  was  always  confidered  as  a work 
of  extreme  difficulty.  According  to  Motraye, 
Guftavus  Adolphus  was  inclined  to  encourage 
the  defign ; but  no  perfon  could  be  found  in 
Sweden  bold  enough  to  engage  in  the  under- 
taking : he  adds,  that  Charles  XI.  fent  for  fome 
Dutch  engineers,  who,  after  levelling  the 
ground,  between  the  Wenner  and  the  Hi  el  mar, 
declared  it  impr amicable.  Difficulties,  how- 
ever infurmountable  they  might  appear  to  per- 
fons  of  more  fober  underftanding,  were  no  ob- 
ftacle  to  the  genius  of  Charles  XII.  who  ap- 
proved the  propofal  of  the  celebrated  engineer, 
Polhem,  for  rendering  the  cataradls  of  Trol- 
Inetta  navigable,  and  for  opening  a communi- 
cation, not  only  between  Gotheborg  and  Stock- 
holm, but  alfo  with  the  Wenner,  the  Vetter, 
and  Nordkioping,  fufficient  for  the  paffage  of 
large  veffels*.  This  plan  was  immediately  be- 
gun by  order  of  Charles,  and,  though  inter- 
rupted by  his  death,  revived  with  frelh  vigour 
under  Adolphus  Frederic. 

* Voyages  de  Motraye,  vol.  II.  p.  zSz,  30& 
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This  plan  may  be  divided  into  three  principal 
parts,  i.  The  junction  of  the  Maeler  and  th© 
Hielmar ; £.  Of  the  Hielmar  with  the  Wenner; 
3.  Of  the  Wenner  with  the  German  Ocean. 

1.  Of  the  jun&ion  of  the  Maeler  with  the 
Hielmar.  Thefe  two  lakes  are  united  by  the 
Ulvifon,  and  the  canal  of  Arboga.  The*Ul- 
vifon  rifes  to  the  weft  of  Arboga,  flows  through 
the  town,  and  falls  into  the  Maeler  at  Kungfaer. 
The  canal  of  Arboga  is  cut  from  the  Hielmar, 
and  continued  to  the  Ulvifon  about  half  a mile 
to  the  eaft  of  the  town.  It  was  begun  in  the 
reign  of  Chriftina ; but  being  only  calculated 
for  fmall  veflels,  was  widened  and  deepened  by 
order  of  Charles  XI.  and  completed  under 
Charles  XII.  It  belonged  to  the  crown  until 
1769  ; at  which  period  it  was  fo  much  neglected 
as  to  be  airnoft  ufelefs ; but  a company  of  feven 
merchants  of  Orebro  undertook  to  cleanfe  and 
repair  it  at  their  own  expence,  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  toll  of  the  veflels  which  fliould 
pafs  through  it.  The  canal  is,  excepting  in  a 
few  parts,  fufficiently  broad  to  receive  two  barks 
abreaft;  the  loweft  depth  is  s feet*.  It  is 
chiefly  fupplied  with  water  from  the  lake  Hiel- 
mar, which  is  80  feet  perpendicular  higher  than 

• The  foot  iifed  in  this  chapter  is  the  Swedifh,  which  differs 
but  little  from  the  Englilh.  The  proportion  of  the  Englilh  being 
to  that  of  the  Swedifli,  as  1027  to  1000. 


its 


£56  TRAVELS  IN  SWEDE  tf . B.  7, 

its  level  And  this  fall  is  broken  by  eight  fluices* 
and  admits  the  fame  kind  of  veffiels  which  navi- 
gate the  lakes,  decked  and  Angle  mailed  ; 76  feet 
long;  and  about  43  tons  burden,  aiid  drawing 
between  fix  and  feven  feet  wrater. 

2.  In  order  to  join  the  Hielmar  and  Wen- 
ner,  it  was  propofed  to  open  the  navigation  of 
the  Swart- an,  which  falls  into  the  weftern  ex- 
tremity of  the  Hielmar  at  Orebro,  to  make  a 
cut  to  the  lake  Morken,  from  thence  by  the 
Letan  to  the  Skager,  and  from  the  Skager  by 
the  Gullfpang  to  the  Wenner.  But  as  thefe 
rivers  are  for  the  molt  part  fo  fhallow  and  fiony, 
that  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to  render 
them  navigable,  and  as  the  faint  attempts  hi- 
therto made  upon  the  Gullfpang  have  failed  of 
fuccefs  ; it  has  been  propofed  to  cut  a canal 
diredtly  from  the  lake  Morken  to  Chriftine- 
hamn,  which  is  Atuated  on  the  eailern  ffiore  of 
the  Wenner.  As  this  project,  howrever,  would  be 

attended  with  great  difficulties,  there  is  little 
• x 

profpedt  that  this  branch  of  the  great  under- 
taking, the  junction  of  the  Hielmar  and  Wenner, 
will  be  completed 


* From  the  almoft  Infuperable  difficulties  attending  the  junction 
of  the  Hielmar  and  Wenner,  a plan  was  projected  of  forming  an 
inland  navigation  from  the  eafeern  coait  of  Sweden  fouth  of  the 
Mseler,  by  means  of  the  Wetter  to  the  Wenner,  and  in  1774  a 
map  was  publilhed  for  the  purp'ofe  of  proving  the  fcheme  to  be 
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3.  The  j u net  Ion  of  the  Winner  with  the 
German  Ocean,  might  he  accomplifhed  by  the 
river  Gotha,  which  iffues  from  the  fonthern  ex- 
tremity of  the  lake  near  Wennerfborg,  and, 
after  a courfe  of  fe'venty  miles,  falls  into  the 
fea  near  Gotheborg ; provided  that  river  could 
he  rendered  navigable  throughout  its  whole 
courfe.  But  as  numerous  flioals  and  cataracts 
intervene,  the  communication  lias  been  at- 
tempted by  the  Carlfgraf  canal,  the  canal  of 
Trolhsetta,  and  the  Unices  of  Akerftnein  and 
.Edet,  which  I fhall  feparately  deferibe. 

The  Carlfgraf  canal,  fo  called  from  Charles  IX. 
by  whom  it  was  commenced,  connects  the  Wen™ 
ner  with  that  part  of  the  Gotha  where  it  is  firit 
navigable.  By  order  of  Charles  XII.  Polhem 
erefted  a fluice,  which,  not  being:  con  ftru  died 

on  a firm  foundation,  was  fcarcely  finifhed  before 

? 

it  was  carried  away  by  the  water.  From  that 
time  the  canal  remained  without  a fluice,  until 
1754,  when  a new  fluice  was  finifhed,  which 
received  the  appellation  of  Tefiin,  in  honour  of 
the  prime  minifter.  It  was  formed  by  a fub~ 
terraneous  paffage,  40  feet  long,  1 8 broad,  and 
high.  But  thefe  cliinenfions  being  too  final! 
for  veffels  of  more  than  40  tons  burden,  an- 
other fluice,  called,  in  honour  of  the  prefent 
king,  the  fluice  of  Guftavusf  was  completed  in 
1 70s.  This  hiperb  work  is  a cut  of  400  feet, 
v o x» . iv.  s p ar  t 1 y 


Bea> 

• i • 


258  TRAVELS  IN  SWEDES. 

partly  perforated  through  the  folia  rock,  and. 
confifts  of  two  locks,  each  200  teet  in  length, 
and  36  in  breadth:  the  fides  are  ftrongly  faced 
with  brick  and  done.  The  greateft  depth  of 
water  is  13,  the  loweft  6 feet.  The  ufual  veffels 
which  navigate  this  canal  are  of  80  tons  bur- 
den ; but  when  the  water  is  high,  larger  may 
pafs : in  1777  one  of  133  tons  worked  its  way 

tl 


irougn. 


From  the  end  of  this  canal  to  the  village  of 
Trolhaitta,  which  includes  a fpace  of  five  miles, 
the  navigation  of  the  Gotha  is  uninterrupted : 
it  flows  in  a gentle  current,  varies  in  breadth 
from  300  yards  to  a mile,  and  is,  in  a few  parts, 
prettily  fprinkled  with  iflands,  fome  barren  rock, 
others  tufted  with  wood  and  covered  with  arable 
foil.  Near  Trolheetta  two  ridges  of  mountains, 
which  on  each  fide  run  at  a final!  diftance  from 
the  river,  approach  the  banks,  and  confine  the 
itream  in  a narrow  channel.  In  this  fpot  it  is 
about  400  feet  in  breadth,  as  fmooth  as  a lake, 
and  without  any  vifible  current:  a fine  contrail 
to  the  roaring  of  the  torrent  below.  This 
fmoothnefs  of  the  water  continues  till  it  burfts 
at  once  into  the  catarads  of  Trolhaetta,  called 
the  Gulfs  of  Hell,  which  render  all  farther 
navigation  impoffible.  The  bed  of  the  river  is 
folid  rock;  the  banks  are  perpendicular;  and, 
at  the  beginning  of  the  fall,  feveral  granite 
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i (lands,  thinly  fire  wed  with  underwood,  junipers, 
and  Rubbed  pines,  rife  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  ft  ream, 
forming  (mail  (traits,  down  which  the  Water 
dailies  with  increafing  impetuofity. 

From  the  firft  opening  of  the  fall  to.  the  part 
where  the  river  again  becomes  navigable 


is 


about  two  miles ; but  it  does  not  roll  through 
the  whole  of  this  fpace  in  one  uniform  ft  met 
of  water,  or  with  equal  violence.  It  is  di- 
vided into  four  principal  cataracts,  feparated  by 
whirlpools  and  eddies ; forming,  dining  the 
whole  way,  the  in  oft  awful  fcenes,  ever  varying, 
and  too  fublime  to  be  defcribed.  The  perpen- 
dicular height  of  all  the  falls  is  100  feet  From 
this  defcription  the  reader  will  readily  conceive 
the  extreme  difficulty  of  rendering  thefe  cata- 
racts navigable  ; and  yet  through  the  mklft  of 
them  the  daring  projector  attempted  to  form  a 
canal,  by  the  works  which  are  marked  in  the 
annexed  plan. 

Juft  above  the  firft  cataract,  called  Praftem 
kcfdet  Fall,  feveral  dams  were  conftru&ed,  which 
turned  the  ftream,  and  left  the  main  bed  of  the 
river  dry.  In  this  part  fome  rocky  iflands  were 
cut  through,  or  blown  up ; the  bed  was  ren- 
dered level,  and  the  cataradt  nearly  turned  into 
f till  water.  Fo  continue  the  navi  nation,  an 
bland  of  red  granite,  called  Malg,  which  riles 
in  the  midft  of  the  great  cataradt,  was  divided, 
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and  a canal  formed  though  it  of  340  feet  in 
length,  including  a fluice  of  30 : the  depth  of 
• the  fall,  and,  confequently,  the  depth  of  the  perfo- 
rated rock,  is  23^  feet;  the  breadth  18.  This  is 
called  Ekerbrad  fluice,  and  was  defigned  to  con- 
fill  of  two  locks.  At  a fmall  diftance  another 

f V.  I 1 . 

canal  was  formed  on  the  fide  of  the  fccond 
great  cataract,  through  a kind  of  promontory 
which  projects  into  the  ftream  ; the  folid  granite 
was  hollowed  860  feet  in  length,  56  $ in  depth, 
and  18  in  breadth.  This  fluice,  called  Polhem’s" 

fluice,  was  to  confifl:  of  three  locks,  to  let  veflels 

. 

down  a fall  of  56  f feet.  At  the  diftance  of 
£920  feet,  a third  Out  was  made  clofe  to  Flute- 

V 

berg's  fall,  terminating  in  the  fluice  of  Elvius  ; 
the  length  of  the  cut  is  28  feet,  the  breadth 
18,  and  the  depth  or  height  of  the  fall  34  f: 
To  form  forne  idea  in  what  manner  the  navi- 
nation  was  to  be  continued  from  the  fluice  of 
Polhem  to  that  of  Elvius,  it  will  be  neceffary 
to  give  a fliort  delineation  of  the  intervening 
fpace.  1 * • ' 

A little  below  the  fluice  of  Polhem  the  river 

' 4 ' '•  . J * 1 ‘ 

dallies  through  a narrow  pafs  called  Stamp J 
ftraim,  gradually  widens  into  a kind  of  bay, 

7 O J v J 

named  Hoyan’s  Warp,  by  rocks  is  again  con- 


fined in  a narrow  channel,  and  forms  a cata- 
ract, called  Helverfs  Fall,  at  the  extremity 
of  which  it  expands  into  a fmall  bafon,  cal- 

✓ A 
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led  OlFFIalla,  and  then  again  precipitates  it- 
felf  at  Elateberg’s  Fall,  from  whence  it  be- 
comes navigable.  Inftead  of  continuing  any 
works  through  the  cataracts,  or  by  the  fide  of 
the  river,  the  communication  between  the  fluices 
of  Polhem  and  Elvius  was  attempted  in  the 
following  manner.  A dyke  of  hone  was  con- 
ftrubied  acrofs  the  river  juft  below  Flateberg’s 
Fall  and  the  ftuice  of  Elvius,  with  a view  of 
raifmg  the  water  34  feet  and  J,  turning  its 
courfe  through  the  lluice  of  Elvius,  and  form-* 
ing  a level  with  the  bottom  of  that  of  Polhem. 

The  king  himfelf  viftted  the  work,  and  all 
Sweden  was  in  eager  expehiation,  that  the  na- 
tional hopes  would  at  length  be  realized.  The 
dyke  was  built ; the  river  had  rifen  1 2 feet  of 
the  34  ; but,  in  an  inftant,  the  weight  of  waters 
burft  the  barrier,  too  feeble  to  reftrain  them,  and 
fwept  away,  in  one  moment,  the  labours  and 
ex  pence  of  feveral  years  A Large  fubfidies  had 
been  annually  raifed  for  the  profecution  of  the 
work;  and  the  national  bank  had  readily  ad- 
vanced ftill  greater  loans ; the  extent  of  which 
has  never  been  divulged.  The  failure  of  the 
project,  after  fuch  immenfe  labour  and  enormous 
expeuce,  occafioned  great  difcontents  among 
the  people  ; many  of  whom  to  this  day  believe, 

# The  immenfity  of  the  expence  will  be  belt  conceived  by  con- 
fidering,  that  all  the  cuts  were  made  through  the  folid  granite,  the 
hard  eft  of  all  ftones. 
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though  without  foundation,  that  the  projectors, 
bribed  by  the  Danes,  purpofely  proceeded  on  an 
impracticable  plan.  But  this  much  is  evident, 
that,  throughout  the  whole  undertaking,  the 
works,  ftupendous  in  themfelves,  were  conduct- 
ed without  reafonable  care  and  attention;  for 
the  cuts,  which  were  excavated  with  fuch  dif- 
ficulty, being  only  18  feet  in  breadth,  would 
have  been  too  narrow  to  admit  veifels  of  fuch 
fize  and  burden  as  ufually  navigate  the  Wenner. 
In  a word,  Several  injudicious  meafures  were 
adopted  ; for  greater  obftacles  have  been  fur- 
mounted.  But  Polhem  was  not  a Brindley. 

In  confequence  of  this  failure,  all  the  works 
were  neglected,  as  totally  ufelefs,  and  a new 
plan  for  the  canal  projected  ; according  to 
which,  ixiftead  of  being  carried  along  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  it  will  be  cut  through  thefolid 
rock  that  forms  its  banks.  The  plan  of  this  laft 
project  is  laid  down  in  the  annexed  engraving. 
The  length  is  to  be  4700  feet,  the  breadth  36, 
and  the  depth  in  feme  parts  above  50.  It  is  to 
confiit  of  nine  il  it  ices  • and  when  we  reflect  that 
the  whole  of  this  cut  mult  be  hollowed  through 
the  red  granite,  it  will,  perhaps,  be  attended 
with  as  many,  if  not  more  difficulties,  than  were 
experienced  in  the  former  attempt.  It  muft  by 
no  means,  however,  be  condemned  as  impracti- 
cable. The  canal  of  the  duke  of  Bridgewater, 
^ that" 
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that  of  Languedoc,  and  the  road  down  the 
Gemini  in  Switzerland,  prove  that  fcarcelv  any 
thing  is  impoffible  to  human  perfeverance. 

The  chief  queftion,  in  this  refpebt,  feems  to 
be ; whether  the  enormous  expence  attending 
the  execution  of  the  work  would  be  compen- 
fated  by  the  advantages  refulting  from  the  com- 
pletion? And  here,  if  we  merely  confider  the 
navigation  from  the  Wenner  to  Gotheborg,  we 
may  venture  to  decide  in  the  negative. 
But  fliould  we  prefume,  that  at  any  future 
period  a communication  may  be  formed  from 
the  G ulf  of  Bothnia  to  the  Wenner ; as  in  that 
cafe  the  cafarafts  of  Troiluetta  would  be  the 
only  remaining  interruption  to  the  inland  navi- 
gation from  the  eaftern  to  the  weftern  coaft  of 
Sweden,' the  completion  of  this  canal  cannot  he 
obtained  at  too  dear  a rate, 

Gultavus  the  IhirJ,  who,  foon  after  his  ac- 
ceffion,  vifited,  Trolhsetta,  wifely  ordered  the 
works  to  be  fufpended,  except  the  fluices  of 
G uftavus  and  Aker.  Meanwhile,  to  facilitate 
the  tranfport  of  merchandize  from  the  diftrifts 
bordering  on  the  Wenner  to  Gotheborg,  a 
wooden  road  has  been  conltrubted  on  the  fide  of 
the  river,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the 
cataracts ; it  is  fupported  on  pofts  over  the 
rocks,  which,  from  their  irregularity  and  rough- 
nefs,  would  have  been  ahnoft  impaflable  for 
horfes, 
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About  a mile  below  the  catarabls,  the  courfe 
of  the  Gotha  is  again  interrupted  by  a fall, 
called  Akerftrsem  ; where  a canal  has  been  made 
through  a rock  which  projected  into  the  river ; 
the  length  is  182  feet,  including  the  fluice, 

o 1 o J 

depth  0,6,  and  breadth  36.  This  cut  was  begun 
in  1774;  was  far  advanced  when  I law  it,  and 
was  expected  to  be  opened  in  1 78  i . 

From  Akerfixaem  the  river  is  clear  to  Gotlie-* 
borg,  excepting  at  Edet,  where  a bed  of  rocks 
rifes  in  the  midft  of  the  ftream.  On  one  fide  of 
th el e rocks  another  cut  has  been  made,  Coo  feet 
in  length,  £0  in  depth,  but  only  18  in  breadth. 
The  work  is  ill  executed ; and,  when  1 was 
there,  was  in  bad  order.  A petition  had  been 
prefented  to  the  king,  that  it  might  be  re- 
paired and  extended  to  the  fame  breadth  as 
A kerf  nice,  and  there  was  no  doubt  of  its  being 
effected. 

The  iron  and  other  merchandize,  is  now  tranf- 

ported  acrofs  the  lake  to  Wennerfborg,  through 

the  Carlferaf  canal,  and  down  the  river  Gotha 

to  Trolhaetta.  At  the  cataracts,  the  goods  are 

unloaded,  carried  over  the  wooden  road  two 

miles  to  the  end  of  the  falls,  again  embarked, 

and  palling  through  the  Aker  ft  r tern  and  Edet 

Unices,  arrive  without  further  impediment  at 

Gotheborg.  In  return,  fait,  fpices,  corn,  tea, 

and  other  commodities  of  interior  confumptiorg 

are 


are  fent  up  by  the  fame  channel  into  the  pro- 
vinces about  the  Wenner. 

In  1 7§4?  I found  the  works  at  Trolhaetta 
little  advanced  fince  my  former  vifit,  in  March 
1779.  A new  plan  is  projected  for  cutting  the 
intended  canal  through  the  precipitous  rock  of 
granite  which  forms  the  banks  of  the  Gotha;  a 
plan  more  practicable  and  lefs  expenfive  than 
the  former,  for  the  loweft  depth  of  rock  to  be 
^excavated  is  20  feet.  Of  this  projected  canal 
only  a fquare  of  60  feet  had  been  executed*. 

The  defend  of  Polhem’s  original  plan,  in  at- 
tempting to  make  tlie  fluices  near  the  channel 
of  the  Gotha,  was  experienced  laid  year;  for  the 
dam,  which  hopped  the  water  above  Ekerbrad 
cut,  was  overthrown  by  the  violence  of  the  river; 
and  the  waters  bur  ft  through  the  cuts  of  Eker- 
brad and  Polhem,  and  would  have  deftroyed  the 
fluices  had  they  been  conftrudted. 

From  Trolhsetta  we  failed  down  the  river 
Gotha,  palled  through  the  fluice  at  Aker,  and 
difembarked  at  the  fluice  of  Edet,  which  was 
fo  nearly  completed,  that  the  navigation  from 
the  Wenner  to  Gotheborg  may  now  be  con- 
fidered  as  uninterrupted. 

Having  examined  the  fluice  of  Edet,  we 
eroded  the  Gotha,  difembarked  at  a Email 

* All  the  works  of  this  ftupendoUs  plan  were  finifhed,  and  the 
canal  opened  on  the  14th  of  Auguil,  1800,  Hamburgh  Politifches 
Journal,  p,  940. 
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village,  and  continued  along  the  weftern  bank, 
through  a wild  and  rocky  country,  interfered 
with  vallies  of  corn  and  pafture.  We  paffed 
through  Konglhall,  now  a fmail  village,  con- 
lilting  of  one  ftreet  of  wooden  cottages,  at  the 
bottom  of  a ridge  of  barren  rock,  faid  to  have 
been  formerly  the  refkience  of  the  antient  dukes 
or  kings  of  Norway. 
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Gotheborg .—Trade.— Eail  India  Company.— Herring  Fiftiery.—® 
Remarks  on  the  Commerce  of  Sweden.—journey  from  Gothe- 
borg  to  Carlfcrona.— Cottages,  food,  manners  of  the  peafants. 


TH  E fcenery  of  the  country  from  Trolhsetta 
to  Gotheborg  is  wild  and  romantic  beyond 
defer iption.  Innumerable  ridges  of  barren  rocks 
ftretch  in  all  directions ; and  between  them  lie 
fertile  plains,  which  feldom  exceed  a mile  in 
breadth,  watered  by  the  Gotha  : The  mountains* 
which  are  of  granite,  are  deflitute  of  trees,  and 
many  of  them  fearcely  exhibit  the  fmalleft  ap- 
pearance of  vegetation.  In  this  part  of  Sweden 
I obferved  none  of  thofe  detached  fragments  of 
granite,  which  abundantly  overfpread  many  of 
the  inland  provinces,  and  the  coaft  bordering 
on  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia. 

In  1110ft  places  the  river  flows  with  a gentle 
current,  and  in  a narrow  channel,  and  is  in  feme 
parts  navigable  only  for  fmall  craft  of  20  tons 
burden.  About  ten  miles  from  Gotheborg  it 
divides  into  three  branches ; two  unite  again 
after  encircling  a fmall  rocky  bland,  crowned 
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with  the  fort  of  Bohns  ; a p "16(11  re fq tie  ob- 
ject, much  celebrated  in  the  early  hiftory  of 

Sweden,  and  at  that  time  deemed  impregna- 

A } 

ble.  The  dream  formed  by  the  union  of  the 
two  branches  is  called  the  Northern  River,  and 
falls  into  the  fea  after  a courfe  of  ten  miles. 
The  third  branch,  which  1 followed  to  Go  the- 
berg,  retains  the  original  name  of  Gotha : the 
fpace  included  between  the  Northern  River  and 
the  Gotha  is  named  the  ifland  of  Hifingen. 

Gotheborg,  diftinguifhed  by  a commodious 
port,  hands  near  the  fite  of  Lodefe,  a town 
built  by  Guftavus  Vafa,  which  being  endowed 
with  confiderable  privileges,  foon  became  the 
great  emporium  for  the  trade  of  the  wefteril 
provinces.  Charles  IX.  when  duke  of  Goth- 
land, having,  in  1604,  laid  the  foundations  of 
a new  town  in  the  ifland  of  Hifingen  at  no  great 
diftance  from  Lodefe,  called  it  Gotheborg,  in 
honour  of  his  duchy.  On  his  acceflion  to  the 
throne,  he  erected  in  his  new  town  a trading 
company  ; drew  thither  many  foreigners,  parti- 
cularly the  Dutch,  to  whom  he  allowed  an  ex- 
emption from  all  duties  of  export  and  import 
during  twenty  years;  eftabliihed  a corps  of  Eng- 
lilh  and  Scotch  troops,  under  the  command  of 
William  Stewart,  and  granted  to  the  Calvinifts 
the  free  exercife  of  their  religion,  the  fir  ft  place 
in  Sweden  where  this  toleration  wras  permitted. 

By 
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By  thefe  means  Gotheborg  foon  became  a floui 
riihing  port#,  and,  next  to  Stockholm,  the  mo  ft 
commercial  town  in  Sweden.  Being  in  1 6 1 1 re- 
duced to  allies  by  the  Danes,  it  was  rebuilt  in 
the  reign  of  Guftavus  Adolphus  on  the  prefen t 
fite,  and  obtained  a confirmation  of  its  antient 
rights,  with  the  grant  of  feveral  additional  pri- 
vileges. 

Gothebora;  is  built  in  a lingular  fituation/ 
At  a finall  diftance  from  the  fea  is  a marfhy  plain, 
icarcelv  more  than  half  a mile  in  breadth,  wa~ 

* ' a 

tered  by  the  rivers  Gotha  and  Moldal,  and  al~ 
moft  inclofed  with  high  ridges  of  rocks,  fo  bare 
and  rugged,  that  they  fcarcely  produce  a fingle 
blade  of  grafs,  and  exhibit  as  barren  an  appear- 
ance as  the  fummits  of  the  loftieft  Alps.  Gothe- 
borg hands  partly  on  the  ridges,  and  partly  in 
the  plain,  and  is  divided  into  trie  Upper  and 
Dower  Town.  The  latter  is  entirely  level,  in- 
terfered by  feveral  canals  in  the  manner  of  the 
Dutch  towns,  and  the  houfes  are  eonftrudied  on 

* A medal  was  flruck  in  1610,  comparing  this  fudden  increafe 
of  Gotheborg  to  the  growth  of  a tree  from  a Hip  : on  one  fide  the 
Icing’s  name  and'  title,  with  an  infeription,  “ Gotheb.  Prm’.  Fund. 
& Condit.”  On  the  reverfe  a large  tree,  from  which  hang  fufpend- 
cd  the  arms  of  Gotheborg;  beneath  are  the  river  Gotha,  and  the 
fortrefs  Elfsborg,  with  the  following  motto : — ■ 

Quae  prsebet  latas  arbor  fpatiantibus  umbras. 

Quo  poiita  ell  primum  tempore  virga  fuit. 

*'  Dahlin,  VoL  IV, p.  422. 
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piles  : the  upper  part  hangs  on  the  declivities ; 
and  rows  of  buildings  rife  one  above  the  other 
like  the  feats  of  an  amphitheatre.  The  whole 
is  regularly  fortified ; and  the  circumference  is 
near  three  miles,  exclufive  of  the  iuburbs,  called 
Haga,  which  lie  towards  the  harbour.  The 
ftreets  are  uniformly  ftraight : a few  of  the 
lioufes  are  of  brick,  but  the  generality  con- 
ftrufted  with  wood  painted  red.  The  harbour,, 
formed  by  two  chains  of  rocks,  is  about  a quar- 
ter of  a mile  in  breadth  ; and  the  entrance  is 
defended  by  the  fort  of  New  Elfsborg,  which 
hands  on  a fmall  rocky  bland,  and  contains  a 
garrifon  of  250  men. 

A Royal  Society  of  Sciences  and  Literature 
has  been  lately  eftablifhed  at  Gotheboig,  on  the 
plan  of  that  of  Upfala.  The  A 61s,  which  are 
written  in  the  Swedifh  tongue,  and  printed  in 
octavo,  contain  difquifitions  on  various  fubjeds 
in  the  feveral  branches  of  fcience,  natural  hiftorv, 
antiquities,  hiftory,  and  polite  letters. 

I was  informed  by  a merchant  who  had  re- 
tided  two  and  twenty  years  at  Gotheborg,  that, 
during  that  period,  the  population  has  in  created 
eonfiderably,  and  now  amounts  to  20,000  fouls, 
I his  flouriihing  itate  is  undoubtedly  owing  to 
the  cxtenfion  of  its  commerce,  particularly  to 
the  Eaft  India  Company,  and  the  fuccefs  of  the 
herring  fiiliery. 


In 
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In  1731  a company  of  merchants  was  efta- 
bliihed,  with  the  exclufive  privilege  of  trading 
to  the  Eaft  Indies  for  15  years  ; and  after  vari- 
ous alterations  of  their  charter,  the  monopoly 
was,  at  the  laft  renewal,  confirmed  for  SO  years; 
on  condition  that  the  company  fliould  advance, 
to  government  a loan  of  £.124,980,  one  third 
without  intereft,  and  ffiould  pay  £.3,1 25  for 
every  veffel  trading  to  the  Eaft  Indies.  The 
port  of  Stockholm,  in  the  Gulf  of  Bothnia,  l>e- 
XI] o’  elefed  with  ice  until  the  feafon  is  too  far 

i 

advanced  for  fhips  to  take  their  departure  to 
the  Eaft  Indies,  the  company  carries  on  its  com- 
merce from  Gotheborg,  whofe.  harbour,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  German  Ocean,  is  more  open. 
The  following  is  the  nature  of  this  traffic:  Swe- 
den containing  little  fpecie,  and  few  manufac- 
tures for  exportation,  the  captain  of  each  veffel 
proceeds  to  Cadiz,  where  he  borrows,  in  the 
company's  name,  100,000  piaftres,  at  the  inte- 
reft of  30  per  cent.;  he  then  fails  to  Canton, 
and  purchases  tea,  porcelain,  and  other  Chi- 
nefe  commodities,  which,  on  his  return  to  Swe- 
den, are  advantageoufly  difpofed  of  The  ufual 
net  profit  on  the  whole  cargo  being  70  per  cent, 
the  gain,  on  deducting  the  intereft,  amounts  to, 
40  per  cent. 

In  1740,  the  herrings,  which  had  not  hi- 
therto ufually  approached  the  weftern  lhore  of 

Sweden* 
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Sweden,  flocking  in  flioals,  the  inhabitants  of 
Gothefaorg  eftablifhed  a fiihery,  which  has  been 
attended  with  confiderablc  advantage.  The  in- 


creafing  pr 

oduce  will  appear  from  the 

fallowing 

table : 
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Barrels. 

In  1752 

IOCO  ] 

In  1762 

14.2,091 

5 75  3 

20,766 

i?63  - 

186,615} 

1754 

- 52,828 

1764.  - 

99,616} 

3 755 

- 74 ,79* 

1768  - 

15  1,483 

1761 

- 117,212! 

The  fifhery  begins  in 

0 

November,  and  though 

J 'O 

it  continues  fcarcely  three  weeks,,  yet  fupplies 
to  the  fifhermen  of  Gotheborg  not  libs  than 
1)00,000  barrels. 

As  the  coafts  .are  rocky,  and  the  fea  in 
fprinkled  with  innumerable  iflands,  the  her- 
rings are  thus  caught : Eight  boats,  manned 
each  with  two  or  three  fifhermen,  draw  one 
large  net,  enclofing  a fiioal  of  herrings,  into  a 
creek  or  fmall  bay,  and  the  fifh  are  fhovelled  on 
the  ill  ore  into  confiderable  heaps.  Of  the 

600,000  barrels,  £00,000  are  failed,  and  train 

* 

oil  drawn  from  the  remainder.  Fifteen  barrels 
of  herring's  yield  one  of  oil,  which  is  principally 
exported  to  Holland  and  Spain. 

A barrel  of  herrings  fold  in  1785,  on  an  aver- 
age,  for  is.  Or/,  and  when  failed  from  8s.  to  i o«sc 


*■  A barrel  contains  ioco  barrings'. 
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Thefe.  filli  are  not  fo  fine  as  thofe  caught  and 
cured  by  the  Dutch,  but  being  much  cheaper, 
are  preferred  by  the  Ruffians  and  Poles.  The 
fait  is  procured  from  Spain,  and  one  barrel 
cures  three  barrels  of  herrings.  We  may  efti- 
mate  the  average  exportation  of  falted  herrings 
at  150,000  barrels,  and  the  inland  confumption 
of  Sweden  at  50,000. 

4 

An  Englifh  conful  and  factory  refide  at 
Gotheborg;  and  a chapel,  with  a regular  chap- 
lain, is  appropriated  for  their  ufe. 

According  to  Gantzler  #,  whofe  accurate  ac- 
count of  Sweden  cannot  be  too  much  recom- 
mended to  the  curious  reader,  of  the  export 
trade  of  Sweden,  Stockholm  carries  on  -/T, 
Gotheborg  pT,  and  the  other  ftaple  towns  — ; 
of  the  import  commerce,  Stockholm  f , Gothe- 
borg J,  and  the  other  towns  J. 

The  fortifications  of  Gotheborg  are  fo  weak, 
and  the  garnfon  in  general  fo  final!,  that  in  1788 
it  muft  have  fallen  info  the  hands  of  the  Danes, 
who,  under  the  pretence  of  an  alliance  with 
Ru'ffia,  attacked  the  Swedes,  and  marched  from 
Norway  to  the  gates  of  Gotheborg,  had  not 
foreign  powers  interfered. 

The  king  of  Sweden  hurried  from  Dalecarlia, 
where  he  was  animating  the  natives  to  arm  in 
his  defence,  to  Carlftadt,  where  he  was  met  by 

* Memoires  fur  les  Affaires  Polit.  et  Econom,  de  Suede,  p.  374. 
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Mr.  Elliot,  the  Englifh  minifter  to  the  court  of 
Denmark.  Guftavus  having  accepted  the  me- 
diation of  England,  Pruffia,  and  Holland,  Mr. 
Elliot  undertook  to  flop  the  further  progrefs  of 
the  Danilh  army ; an  event  which  he  fortu- 
nately  accomplifhecl  at  the  very  in  ft  ant  the  Da- 
nidi  troops  were  taking  poffeffion  of  Bohns, 
and  within  a few  hours  march  of  Gothebofg. 
Mean  while  the  king  repaired  to  Gotheborg,  ar- 
rived at  the  gates  fo  unexpectedly,  and  at  lo 
late  an  hour,  that  he  had  great  difficulty  in 
gaining  admiffion  ; and  the  Danifli  herald,  who 
the  next  morning  fummoned  the  town  to  fur-, 
render,  was  furprifed  on  being  informed  by  his 
majefty,  that  the  citizens  would  defend  their 
ramparts  to  tire  laft  extremity.  But  neither  the 
prefence  or  courage  of  Guftavus,  who  inlufed 
new  fpirit  into  the  inhabitants,  could  have  fay- 
ed Gotheborg,  if  the  Englifh  minifter  had  not 
flopped  the  progrefs  of  the  Danifli  army.  The 
firft  anniflice,  concluded  under'  his  mediation 
and  guarantee,  was  only  for  eight  days,  but 
was  afterwards  prolonged  tor  a month,  when  lie 
fig ned  the  final  convention  at  Uddevalla  for  the 
evacuation  of  Sweden.  The  prince  of  Hebe 
retreated  into  Norway;  Gotheborg  was  laved 
from  pillage,  Sweden  from  difmemberment,  and 
Europe  from  a general  war. 

As  the  diftricis  which  I palled  from  Upfala  to 

TrolhaTta 
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Trolhaetta  are  adeemed  the  line  ft  and  mod  po- 
pulous parts  of  Sweden >;  thofe  which  1 traverf- 
ed  from  Gotheborg  to  Carlfcrona,  through  the 
province  of  Smoland,  are  faid  to  be  the  wildeft, 
leaft  inhabited,  and  moft  uncultivated  regions 
of  the  kingdom.  The  diftance  between  Gothe-, 
borg  and  Carlfcrona  is  58  Swedifh,  or  247  Eng- 
lilh  mil  es,  and  in  this  extent,  only  one  place 
dignified  with  the  name  of  a town  prefented  it- 
felf.  The  villages,  for  the  moft  part,  confided 
of  fix  or  feven  houfes,  and  fometimes,  where  I 
flopped  to  change  horfes,  I found  nothing  but 
a Angle  folitary  cottage  ; yet,  along  this  feem- 
ingly  iiihofpitable  track,  I met  with  good  roads, 
tolerable  accommodations,  and  a cheerful  and 
contented  peafantry. 

March  15.— I quitted  Gotheborg,  and  paffed 
over  a fueceffion  of  barren  rocks  with  few  trees, 
fimilar  to  thofe  which  ftretch  along  the  coafts 
of  the  German  Ocean  near  Gotheborg.  As  I 
advanced,  the  country  became  fomewhat  more 
fertile;  hills  of  granite  appeared  lefs  frequent, 
but  large  maffes  were  fcattered  over  the  face  of 
the  country.  The  region  which  1 traverfed  in 
this  and  the  following  day,  though  wild,  and 
not  capable  of  much  cultivation,  was  yet  in- 
finitely diverfified.  It  was  a hilly  diftrict,  in 
many  parts  overfpread  with  forefts  of  pines, 
beech,  and  oak,  interfperfed  with  paflure  and 
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fmall  plains  of  arable  land,  fprinkleil  with  pic- 
turefque  lakes,  and  watered  by  numberlefs  ri- 
vulets, clear  as  chryftal,  and  gurgling  over  their 
ftony  channels. 

During  one  poft  of  this  day’s  route,  a pea- 
fan  bs  daughter,  not  more  than  feventeen  or 
eighteen,  performed  the  part  of  poftillion.  The 
roads  being  exceedingly  lteep,  it  required  fome 
ftrength,  and  much  dexterity,  to  direct  the 
horfes,  and  prevent  the  carriage  from  being  over- 
turned; 1 propofed  therefore  that  my  fervant, 
who  was  an  expert  driver,  fliould  take  the  reins. 
But  the  girl,  offended  at  my  doubts,  rejected 
my  propofal ; and  placing  herfelf  in  the  poftil- 
lion’s  feat,  drove  off  at  full  fpeed,  governing  the 
horfes  in  fixch  a fkilful  manner,  that  the  foon 
quieted  my  apprehend ons,  and  we  arrived  at  the 
end  of  tlie  poft  without  the  flighted;  alarm;  nor 
was  I for  the  future  in  the  leaf!  apprehend ve  of 
trufting  the  reins  to  the  guidance  of  a country 
girl. 

I paffed  the  night  at  Hunnaryd  in  a peafant's 
cottage,  and  fet  off  early  in  the  morning;  but 
had  not  proceeded  far  before  1 was  obliged  to 
ftop  at  Giflavy,  to  repair  a wheel  of  my  carri- 
age: the  place  contained  but  one  fmith,  who 
had  lately  become  blind;  and  as  none  of  the 
wheels  in  the  village  would  fit  the  axle-tree,  I 
purchafed  a new  axle-tree  and  four  wheels,  for 

the 
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the  fum  of  £.  l.  1 6s.  upon  which  the  body  of 
the  cart  being  placed,  I proceeded  on  my  jour- 
ney. A little  beyond  Giflavy,  I c rolled  a rivu- 
let near  an  iron  foundery;  the  native  ore  is  pro- 
cured in  fm all  round  pieces,  about  the  fize  of 
pca-fhot,  from  the  bottom  of  a neighbouring 
lake,  and  forged  into  excellent  iron. 

Soon  afterwards,  I quitted  the  mountainous 
diftrict,  and  defeended  gradually  into  a fandv 
plain,  diverlified  with  woods,  lakes,  and  corn- 
fields. About  feven  miles  from  Vernarno,  where 
1 took  my  flat  ion  for  the  night,  I again  entered 
in  a hilly  country,  and  advanced  to  W exio ; 
atownfeated  on  the  banks  of  a pleafant  lake, 
which  contained  a groupe  of  woody  iilands. 
The  town,  though  a bifliop's  fee,  is  exceedingly 
fmall : the  lioufes  are  moftly  of  wood ; the  in- 
habitants chiefly  fubfift  by  traffic  m the  cattle, 
that  graze  in  the  luxuriant  paftures,  with  which 
the  intervals  of  the  molt  barren  mountains  and 
extenfive  forefts  are  occafionally  enriched. 

As  in  the  courfe  of  this  route  1 conftantly 
took  my  repaft  during  the  day,  and  relied  the 
night  in  the  cottages,,  I had  frequent  opportu- 
nities of  obferving  the  cuftoms,  manners,  and 
food  of  the  peafants.  On  entering  a cottage,  I 
ufually  found  all  the  family  employed  hi  card- 
ing flax,  fpinning*  thread,  and  in  weaving  coarfe 
linen,  or  cloth.  The  peafants  are  excellent 
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contrivers,  and  apply  the  coarfeft  materials  to 
fome  ufeful  purpofe ; they  twift  ropes  from  hogs’ 
briftles,  horfes’  manes,  and  bark  of  trees,  and 
life  eel-fldns  for  bridles.  Their  food  principally 
confifts  of  faltcd  flelli  and  fifli,  eggs,  milk,  and 
hard  bread.  At  Michaelmas  they  ufually  kill 
their  cattle,  and  fait  them  for  the  enfuing  Win- 
ter and  Spring.  Twice  a year  they  bake  bread 
in  large  round  cakes,  which  are  fining  on  files 
of  fiicks,  fufpended  from  the  ceilings  of  the 
cottages : this  bread  is  fo  hard  as  to  be  occa- 
fionally  broken  with  a hatchet,  but  is  not  un- 
pi  cafant  The  peafants  ufe  beer  for  common 
drink,  and  are  much  addicted  to  malt  fpirits. 
In  the  dift .riels  towards  the  weftern  coafts,  and 
at  no  great  diftance  inland,  tea  and  coffee  are 
not  unufually  found  in  the  cottages,  which  are 
procured  in  great  plenty,  and  at  a cheap  rate, 
from  Gotheborg. 

The  peafants  are  well  clad  in  ftrong  cloth  of 
their  own  weaving.  Their  cottages,  though 
built  with  wood,  and  only  of  one  fiery,  are 
comfortable  and  commodious.  The  room  in 
which  the  family  fieep  is  provided  with  ranges 
of  beds  in  tiers  (if  I may  fo  exprefs  myfelf), 
one  above  the  other : on  the  wooden  tefters  of 
the  beds  in  which  the  women  lie,  are  placed 
others  for  the  reception  of  the,  men,  to  which 
they  afcencl  by  ladders*  To  a p-erfon  who  has 
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juft  quitted  Germany,  and  been  accuftomed  to 
tolerable  inns,  the  Swedilh  cottages  111:13'  pei- 
liaps  appear  miferable  hovels;  but  to  me,  wno 
had  been  long  ufed  to  places  of  tar  inferior  ac- 
commodation in  Ruffia,  they  feemed  comforta- 
ble places  of  reception.  The  traveller  is  able 
to  procure  many  conveniencies,  and  particularly 
a feparate  room  from  that  inhabited  by  the  fa- 
mil}'.  which  could  feldom  oe  obtained  in  tnc 
Polifli  and  Ruffian  villages.  During  my  courfe 
through  thole  two  countries,  a bed  was  a phai- 
nomenon  which  feldom  occurred,  excepting  in 
the  large  towns,  and  even  then  not  always  com- 
pletely equipped ; but  the  pooreh  huts  01  Sue- 
den  were  never  deficient  111  this  article  of  com- 
fort;' an  evident  proof  that  the  Swedtfh  peafants 
are  more  civilized  than  thole  ol  Poland  and 
Ruffia.  After  having  witneffed  the  flavery  of 
the  peafants  in  thofe  two  countries,  it  was  a 
pleating  fatisfaction  to  find  rnyfelf  again  among 
freemen,  in  a kingdom  where  a more  equal  di- 
vifion  of  property  prevails ; where  there  is  no 
valfalage,  and  where  the  loweft  order  enjoy  a 
fecurity  of  their  perfons  and  property. 

On  the  18th  at  noon  I quitted  the  province  of 
Smoland,  and  entered  Blekinge.  As  I ap- 
proached the  fhore  towards  Carlfcrona,  ridges 
of  granite  again  made  their  appearance,  iome- 

times  bare,  fometimes  covered  with  heath,  or 
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clothed  with  fore  ft.  About  half  a mile  from 
Carlfcrona  we  came'  upon  a fine  view  of  that 
town,  {landing  in  an  iftanel. 

During  a fortnight’s  progrefs  from  Stockholm 
to  Carlfcrona,  through  a tract  of  about  500 
Engliih  miles,  the  weather  was  fo  clear,  dry,  and 
delightful,  that  I felt  no  inconvenience  from 
travelling  in  an  open  cart.  There  was  a gentle 
froft  at  night  and  morning;  but  the  remaining 
part  of  the  day  was  cheered  with  a genial  fun. 
The  Spring,  indeed,  of  1779  was  remarkably 
forward  and  exceedingly  mild.  The  port  of 

Carlfcrona,  which  is  frequently  elofed  with  ice 

/ 

until  April,  was  open  early  in  March.  The 
peafants  of  Upland  and  Weftmanland  feldom 
till  their  lands  before  April  # ; but  I obferved, 
during  my  palfage  through  thofe  provinces  in 
the  beginning  of  March,  that  tire  hufbandmen 
had  already  begun  to  plough  the  fields,  and  to  fow 
barley  and  oats.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  vegeta- 
tion in  thefe  northern  regions  was  extremely 
vifible  from  the  quick  fh  bating  of  the  pafture 
and  young  corn,  which,  though  the  fnow  had 
only  been  melted  three  weeks,  were  in  a fiourifli- 
ing  ft  ate. 

I was  greatly  furprized  to  find  that  Sweden 
would  yield  fufticient  grain  for  the  interior  con- 

fumption  of  the  inhabitants;  if  large  quantities 

/ 

* Am.  Acad.  p.  373;  alfo  Stillingfleet’s  Tracts,  p.  153. 
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were  not  employed  in  the  diftillation  of  malt 
fpirits.  The  northern  parts  of  Sweden  and  1 in- 
land produce  excellent  rye,  the  fouthern  pro- 
vinces wheat,  oats,  and  barley.  The  wheat  and 
rye  are  fown  in  the  middle  of  Auguft,  and  reap- 
ed in  the  fame  month  of  the  following  year. 
Barley  and  oats  are  confgned  to  the  ground  in 
Spring  on  the  melting  of  the  fnow : the  barley 
is  cut  towards  the  end  of  Auguft,  and  the  oats 
about  the  middle  of  September. 
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Carl fcnona.— New  docks.-—  Swedifli  fleet. — Sailors.— -ChriflianEadt* 
— Helfmgborg.— -Remarks  on  the  mode  of  travelling  in  Swe- 
den.— Poft-horfes.— Roads.— Similarity  of  expreffions  in  the 
Englifh  and  Swedifli  languages. 


ARLSCRONA  derives  its  origin  and  name 


from  Charles  XL  who  laid  the  foundations 
of  a new  town  in  1680,  and  removed  the  fleet 
from  Stockholm  to  this  port,  on  account  of 
the  advantageous  fituation,  and  fecurity  of 
the  harbour.  The  greater  part  of  Carlfcro- 
na#  hands  upon  a fmall  rocky  ifland,  which 
rifes  gently  in  a bay  of  the  Baltic;  the  fuburbs 
extend  over  another  fmall  rock,  and  along  the 
mole  clofe  to1  the  baton  where  the  fleet  is 
moored.  The  way  into  the  town  from  the 
main  land  is  carried  over  a dyke,  and  along 
two  wooden  bridges  joined  by  a barren  rock. 
The  town  is  fpacious,  contains  about  18,000  in- 
habitants, one  or  two  handfome  churches,  and 
a few  tolerable  houfes  of  brick  ; but  the  genera- 
lity of  buildings  are  of  wood.  The  fuburbs  are 


* In  1790  Carlfcrona  fuffered  confiderably  from  a dreadful  con- 

H 

Migration,  Voyage  de  deux  Francois,  Tom.  II.  p.  9. 
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fortified  towards  the  land  by  a Hone  wall.  The 
entrance  into  the  harbour,  which  by  nature  is 
extremely  difficult,  from  a number  of  fhoals  and 
rocky  iflands,  is  fecured  from  the  attack  of  an 
enemy’s  fleet  by  ftrong  forts  built  on  two  iflands, 
under  the  batteries  of  which  all  veffels  muftpafs. 

During  our  ftay  at  Carlfcrona,  we  received 
great  civilities,  and  were  entertained  in  the  moft 
hofpitable  manner  by  many  perfons  of  the  firft 
diftin&ion,  and  had  no  difficulty  in  obtaining 
permiffion  to  infpefik  the  dock-yard,  and  the 
whole  fleet. 

Formerly  veffels  in  this  port,  when  careened 
and  repaired,  were  laid  on  their  fides  in  the 
open  harbour,  until  a dock,  according  to  a plan 
given  by  Polhem,  was  hollowed  in  the  folid 
rock:  it  was  begun  in  17 14,  and  finiflied  in 
17  £4;  but  being  too  fmail  for  men  of  war, 
has  been  lately  enlarged,  and  is  capable  of  re- 
ceiving a fbip  of  the  firft  rate.  The  dimenfions 
are  in  length  190  Swedifh  feet,  in  depth  33,  and 
in  breadth  46.  It  contains  300,000  cubic  feet 
of  water,  and  is  ufually  emptied  in  ten  hours ; 
ninety  men  are  employed  in  pumping  at  the 
fame  time,  and  relieved  every  half  hour.  This 
being  at  prefen t the  only  receptacle  for  repair-  # 
ing  fliips,  new  clocks  have  been  begun  upon  a 
ftupenclous  plan  worthy  of  the  antient  Romans. 

According 
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According  to  the  original  fcheme,  it  was  in- 
tended to  conftru6t  thirty  docks,  for  building 
and  laying  up  the  largeft  fhips,  at  the  extremity 
of  the  harbour. 

A bafon,  capable  of  admitting  two  men  of 
war,  is  defigned  to  communicate,  by  Unices* 
with  two  fmaller  bafons,  from  each  of  which  are 
to  extend,  like  the  radii  of  a circle,  five  rows 
of  covered  docks : each  row  will  be  feparated 
by  walls  of  ftone,  and  each  dock  provided  with 
fluice-gates,  fo  as  to  be  filled  or  emptied  by 
means  of  pumps.  Clofe  to  the  docks,  maga** 
zines  for  naval  (lores  will  be  conftmcled,  and  the 
whole  inclofed  with  a fione  wall.  The  project, 
begtin  in  1757,  was  much  neglected  until  the 
•acceffion  of  G uftavus  the  Third,  who  warmly  pa- 
tronifed  the  arduous  undertaking.  At  the  conn 
mencement  of  the  works,  £.25, 000  were  annu- 
ally expended,  which  fum  has  been  lelfenecl  to 
about  £.6,000  per  annum,  and  the  number  of 
docks  reduced  to  twenty. 

The  following  was  the  fiate  of  the  works  in 
March  1779.  The  firfi  large  bafon  was  finilhed; 
the  dimenfions  are  250  feet  in  length,  no  in 
breadth,  and  32  in  depth.  The  greater  part  has 
been  hollowed  out  of  the  rock,  which  was  perfo- 
rated under  water,  by  means  of  gun- powder,  in- 
troduced through  hollow  tubes.  The  rock  being 

thus 
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thus  blown  up  and  removed,  the  bottom  and  Tides 
were  afterwards  fmoothed,  cemented  with  puz* 
zulana  brought  from  Naples,  and  nicely  fmifii- 
ed  to  an  even  furface.  Three  of  the  Tides  are 
faced  with  hewn  granite ; and  the  fourth  is  de- 
fended from  the  violence  of  the  waves  by  a pier 
of  the  fame  materials.  The  two  entrances  into 
the  fmaller  bafons  were  nearly  completed,  and 
the  fiuice-gates  of  a lingular  confimciion,  were 
bull  din  £ : they  are  hollow  machines,  and  fo 

contrived,  that  when  filled  with  water,  they  af- 

* 

ford  a paffage  to  the  fliip  by  linking,  and  rife 
again  when  emptied.  The  principle  by  which 
they  aft  is  fomewhat  fimilar  to  that  or  the  ca- 
mels, employed  in  conveying  large  velfels  over 
the  bars  at  Amfterdam  and  Peterfburgh.  The 
two  fmaller  bafons,  formed  by  excavations  of 
the  rock,  and  of  a femicircular  lliape,  were  partly 
fini  fired. 

With  refpect  to  the  docks,  the  materials  were 
prepared  for  their  conftruciion,  the  rock  in  forne 
places  had  been  blown  away,  and  in  others  the 
earth  had  been  removed.  The  bottom  of  one 
was  already  completed;  its  fiiape  was  elliptical; 
the  platform  and  lower  part  of  the  walls  were 
compofed  of  hewn  granite,  and  cemented  with 
puzzulana  ; and  the  ftone  fteps,  upon  which  the 
keel  of  a new  fiiip  was  to  be  laid  down,  were 
adjufted.  This  dock  was  expended  to  be  cover- 
ed 
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eel  in  before  the  end  of  1779.  It  was  computed 
that  one  new  dock  would  be  annually  fmifhed, 
and  that  in  twenty  years  this  grand  undertaking 
would  be  carried  into  execution.  The  water 
will  be  introduced,  and  pumped  out,  by  wind- 
mills, or  by  hands,  as  occafion  requires. 

The  primary  intention  of  this  grand  plan 
“was  to  obtain  dry  docks,  for  the  purpofe  of 
keeping  the  whole  fleet  entirely  covered  from 
wind  and  wTeather.  It  has,  however,  been  a 
queftion  much  agitated  in  Sweden,  whether 
large  veffels  are  not  more  effectually  preferved 
In  water,  than  in  dry  docks  ; a folution  of 
which  can  only  be  given  by  perfons  well  ex- 
perienced in  naval  affairs.  But  fliould  this  be 
allowed,  yet  thefe  docks  will  ftill  be  greatly  fer- 
viceable  for  the  conftmclion  and  repairing,  if 
not  for  the  prefervation  of  fliips. 

In  1784  1 again  vifited  Carlfcrona,  and  did 
not  find  the  works  as  much  advanced  as  I ex- 
pe6led#.  Inflead  of  completing  one  dock  every 
year,  only  one  has  been  finifhed  in  the  fpace  of 
nine  years ; and  as  only  two  more  were  in  the 
leaft  forwardnefs,  it  will  probably  be  a century 

* 

# This  great  work  does  not  feem  to  have  been  farther  advanced 
in  1791 5 for  it  is  thus  mentioned  in  the  Voyage  de  deux  Francois* 
“ Un  feul  de  ces  baffins  eft  acheve,  quelques  autres  font  commences 
mais  il  eft  fort  douteux  qu’  un  ouvra^e  auffi  immenfe  foit  jamais 
termini.”  Tom.  II,  p.  10, 


before 
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before  the  plan  is  completed.  The  dock  which 
is  fin  idled,  gives  a fufficient  idea  of  the  expence 
and  greatnefs  of  the  undertaking ; the  bottom 
and  fides  are  of  hewn  granite,  rows  of  granite 
pillars  fupport  the  roof,  and  bear  rather  the  ap- 
pearance of  a colonnade  to  a temple,  than  a re- 
ceptacle for  fhips. 

The  ihips  are  built  at  Carlfcrona,  chiefly  by 
Engliih  workmen.  Though  the  provinces  of 
Blekinge  and  Skone  abound  with  oaks;  yet 
there  is  not  a fufficiency  for  a continued  fupply, 
and  the  Swedes  procure , their  fhip-timber  from 
Germany.  They  made  their  two  laft  contracts 
with  the  king  of  Pruffia;  the  fir  ft  for  400,000 
Swedifh  cubic  feet*,  the  laft  for  200,000.  The 
latter  were  delivered  in  1778,  at  the  rate  of 
- 5s.  10 d.  per  cubic  foot.  They  are  fuppiied  from 
their  own  territories  with  mails  and  deals,  pitch 
and  tar,  and  the  greater  part  of  the  flax  ufed  in 
the  navy;  and  manufacture  ropes  and  fails  from 
Riga  hemp.  They  caft  cannon,  and  make  gun- 
powder with  Swedifh  faltpetre.  The  harbour  of 
Carlfcrona  is  large  and  commodious,  with  depth 
of  water  fufficient  for  ihips  of  the  firft  rate  to 
carry  their  lower  tier  of  guns. 

On  paper,  the  Swedifh  navy,  in  1779,  amount- 
ed to  30  fhips  of  the  line,  including  thofe  of 

40  guns,  and  15  frigates,  befide  gallies,  prames, 

* 

» iooo  Swedifh  feet  =*  1027  Englifh  feet. 

and 
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and  xebecs.  But  as  fever al  of  thefe  veffels 
were  old  and  out  of  repair,  we  could  not  efti- 
rnate  tliofe  fit  for  fervice  at  more  than  20  fhips 
of  the  line,  and  10  frigates. 

•v 

Though  I was  not  able  to  obtain  a complete 
lift  of  the  whole  navy ; yet  the  following  ac- 
count of  all  the  fhips  in  commiffion,  and  fitting 
out  for  a cruife  in  the  Baltic  in  1779,  the  tera 
of  the  armed  neutrality,  will  help  to  fupply  the 
deficiency. 


Names. 

Sophia  Magdalena,  new 
Guftavus  III.  new 
Prince  Guftavus  - 

i 

Gotha  Lyon  - - 

King  Adolphus  Frederic 
Frederic  Adolphus,  new 
Sophia  Albertina  - - 

Enigheten  - - - - 

Finland  - ~ 


Guns 

74 

74 

74 

74 

70 

64 

64 

64 

60 


Names.  Guns. 

Vafa,  new  - - - - 60 

Upland,  ftationed  at  Gothe- 
borg  ----- 
Jaramas  - 
Swart  Orn  - - - - 40 

Illerin,  bound  to  Morocco  36 
Prince  Guftavus,  new  - 32 

Trolle,  in  Finland  - - 32 

Erenfvard,  in  Finland  - 32 


The  feamen  belonging  to  government  are  re- 
giflered,  and  amount  to  18,000:  of  thefe  fome 
receive  their  pay  in  money,  and  others  are  dif- 

tributed  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  national  mi- 

* 


litia,  fmall  portions  of  land  in  the  iflands  and 
on  the  fea  coaft  being  affigned  for  their  fubfift- 
ence.  Of  thefe  18,000  failors,  according  to  the 
mod  favourable  accounts,  onlv  about  6,000  are 
reputed  to  be  experienced  feamen;  the  reft  are 
peafants.  On  an  emergency,  the  king  enjoys 

the 
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the  power  of  preffing  failors  from  the  merchant- 
men, but  only  in  exchange  for  the  regiftered 
feamen. 

At  Carlfcrona  I rejoined  my  companions, 
whom  I had  quitted  at  Stockholm  ; exchanged 
an  open  cart  for  a more  commodious  vehicle, 
and  continued  my  journey  to  Helfingborg.  Our 
route  lay  through  the  provinces  of  Blekinge  and 
Skone.  For  the  firft  two  or  three  pods  the 
country  was  hilly  and  rocky,  and  covered  with 
foreft ; but  afterwards  changed  to  a level  and 
fertile  plain.  Our  road  lay  near  the  fliore,  and 
we  had  many  fine  fea  views,  with  numerous 
rocks  and  fmall  i (lands  fcattered  in  all  directions. 
About  twelve  miles  from  the  village  of  Felkinge, 
where  we  took  our  abode  for  the  night,  we  en- 
tered Skone,  called  by  foreigners  Scania,  the 
molt  level  and  fertile  of  all  the  Swedifh  provinces. 
We  palfed  through  Chrifiianftadt,  a ftrong 
fortified  town,  built  in  1614  by  Chriftian  IV. 
king  of  Denmark,  when  this  province  belonged 
to  the  Danes,  and  finally  ceded  to  the  Swedes, 
by  the  peace  of  Rofkild,  in  1658.  The  town  is 
fmall,  but  neatly  built,  and  is  efteemed  the 
ftrongeft  fortrefs  in  Sweden.  The  hordes  are  all 
of  brick,  and  moffly  ftuccoed  white.  It  hands 
in  a marfliy  plain  clofe  to  the  river  Helge-a, 
which  flows  into  the  Baltic  at  Aims,  at  the  dis- 
tance of  eo  miles,  and  is  navigable  only  for 

vol.  iv,  u final! 
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fmail  craft  of  7 tons  burden.  Englifli  veffels 
annually  refort  to  this  port  for  alum,  pitch,  and 

tar.  The  inhabitants  have  manufactories  of  cloth 

* 

and  filken  huffs,  and  carry  on  a fmail  degree  of 
commerce. 

A little  beyond  Chriftianftadt,  as  \ we  ap- 
proached the  coafts  of  the  Sound,  the  country 
rofe  into  inequalities,  covered  at  intervals  with 
trees : the  foil  was  chiefly  land  mixed  with  ve- 
getable mould.  We  arrived,  late  in  the  even- 
ing of  March  the  211ft,  at  Helfingborg,  the 
place  of  embarkation  for  Denmark. 

Before  I conclude  the  account  of  Sweden,  I 
fhall  throw  together  a few  remarks  on  the  mode 
of  travelling,  and  other  general  heads. 

Travelling  in  Sweden  is  perfectly  commodi- 
ous to  a perfon  acquainted  with  the  nfual  me- 
thod of  procuring  horfes.  At  the  different 
towns  and  villages  on  the  high  roads,  poft-horfes 
are  not  regularly  Rationed ; but  if  the  traveller 
fends  forward  a peafant  to  appoint  relays,  at  a 
ftipulated  place  and  time,  his  orders  are  punc- 
tually executed.  The  negledt  of  this  precau- 
tion has  caufed  frequent  delays  to  inexperienced 
foreigners,  as  it  did  to  us  on  our  fir  ft  arrival  in 

o 7 

the  country;  for  we  were  obliged  to  wait  at 
each  poft-houfe  until  horfes  could  be  obtained 
from  the  adjacent  villages.  The  ufual  practice 
of  fupplying  poft-horfes  is  regulated  in  a man- 
ner 
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tier  very  convenient  and  cheap  to  travellers* 
All  perfons  poffeffing  land  of  a certain  tenure  arc 
bound  to  fend  one  or  more  horfes,  two  or  three 
times  a month,  to  the  neighbouring  poft-houfei 
if  they  are  not  wanted,  they  return,  after  wait- 
ing 24  hours,  without  compenfation  for  lofs  of 
time,  and  if  employed,  receive  an  inadequate 
fecompence  I found,  indeed,  travelling  fo 
exceedingly  cheap  in  Sweden,  that  during  a 
courfe  of  500  miles,  from  Stockholm  to  Carlf- 
crona,  my  whole  expences,  including  the  prime 
colt  of  a cart,  the  hire  of  poft-horfes,  gratuities 
to  the  drivers,  and  the  accommodations  on  the 
road,  did  not  amount  to  £.20,  although  my  Swe- 
dilh  fervant  occasionally  taxed  me  with  want  of 
ceconoHly,  The  peafants  themfeives,  who  uiu- 
allv  attend  with  their  own  horfes,  being  the  dri- 
vers,  are  contented  with  a fmall  acknowledg- 
ment of  about  2 d.  or  3d.  for  each  poft.  The 
horfes  are  fmall,  but  lively  and  a&ive,  two  were 
afually  the  complement  for  my  cart,  and  they 


* When  we  firil  entered  Sweden,  we  only  paid  x6  divers  = 5^ 
for  each  horfe  per  Swediih  mile  from  the  towns,  and  12  divers,  or 
= 3 \d.  from  the  villages:  this  price  was  fo  exceedingly  low,  that  at 
the  lad  diet  the  dates  increafed  it : the  new  regulation  took  place 
on  the  16th  of  March  1779  j from  which  time  24  divers  = 10 d. 
was  paid  in  the  towns  for  each  horfe  for  a Swedidi  mile,  and  16  or 
in  the  villages.  Even,  according  to  this  advanced  price,  the 
higheft  fum  is  not  quite  and  the  lowed  not  a penny,  per  horfe, 
far  an  Engliih  mile* 
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went  generally  at  the  rate  of  fix  or  feven  Eng* 
lifli  miles  an  hour : the  poftillion  never  rode,  but 
fat  on  a fmall  bench  at  the  extremity  of  the 
cart. 

The  regulations  of  the  poft  are  excellent. 
At  every  poft-houfe  is  kept  a day-book  or  jour- 
nal, in  which  each  traveller  fets  down  his 
name  and  character,  the  day  and  hour  of  his 
arrival  and  departure,  the  place  from  whence 
he  came,  and  whither  he  is  going,  and  the  num- 
ber of  horfes  he  requires.  One  column  is  ap- 
propriated to  complaints;  fo  that  if  the  poft- 
mafter  or  the  drivers  are  impertinent  or  impofing, 
their  conduct  is  known,  as  the  journal  is  every 
month  infpefted  by  the  officers  of  government. 

The  high  roads  of  Sweden  wind  agreeably 
through  the  country,  are  made  with  ftone  or 
gravel,  and  are  as  good  as  our  turnpikes,  yet 
no  toll  is  exafted  from  the  traveller.  Each  land- 
holder  is  obliged  to  keep  in  repair  a certain  part 
of  the  road  in  proportion  to  his  property ; for  the 
purpofe  of  ascertaining  their  refpe&ive  portions, 
fmall  pieces  of  wood,  or  ftone,  marked  with  num- 
bers and  capital  letters,  are  placed  at  different 
diftances  on  each  fide  of  the  way. 

In  no  kingdom,  fince  I quitted  England,  hard 
I obferved  fo  many  feats  feathered  over  the  face 
of  the  country  as  in  Sweden;  where  the  gentle- 
men of  moderate  fortunes  are  accuftomed  to 

4t 
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reticle  on  their  etiates  in  rural  plenty.  Thefe 
feats,  being  an  affemblage  of  wooden  buildings, 
painted  red,  make  a neat  appearance : occupy* 
ing  a large  extent  of  ground,  they  feem,  at 
fome  ditiance,  like  fmall  villages,  and  contri- 
bute greatly  to  the  ornament  of  the  country  ; 
they  are  moft  frequent  near  the  lakes,  and  are 
not  uncommonly  tituated  in  the  midft  of  hang- 
ing woods,  or  broken  rocks  fufpended  over  the 
water. 

During  my  progrefs  through  this  kingdom,  I 
could  not  avoid  being  {truck  with  a furprifing 
refemblance  between  the  Englifh  and  Swedifli 
languages,  not  only  in  tingle  words,  but  in 
whole  phrafes  ; fo  that  a quick  ear  may  compre- 
hend many  expreffions  in  common  converfation. 
Among  other  inftances  of  this  kind,  I heard  the 
poftilions  cry  out,— “come,  let  us  go  A— “let 
us  fee;” — “ ftand  ftillf1— u hold  your  tongue;” 
“ go  on*.”  I naturally  inquired  the  meaning 
of  my  interpreter,  and  found  that  they  had  the 
fame  fignification  as  in  our  own  language.  They 
are  for  the  moft  part  pronounced  more  like  the 
Scottilli  f than  the  Englifh  accent,  and  indeed, 

in 

* Thefe  words  are  thus  written  in  the  Swedifli  tongue:-—' “ kom9 
kt  ofs  go" — “ let  ojs  fe" — “ Jland  Jlill ” — “ hold  din  tunga"—**  go 
and' 

A Swedifh  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance  made  the  fame  re- 
mark during  a tour  in  Scotland  j that  there  was  a much  nearer  re- 
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in  general,  the  Swedes  appeared  to  me  as  if 
talking:  broad  Scotch.  Nor  is  this  matter  of 
wonder ; for  it  is  probable,  that  the  Scottish 
mode  of  fpeaking  is  the  fame  as  was  formerly 
ufed  in  England,  and  that,  while  we  have  gra- 
dually foftened  our  original  pronunciation,  the 
Scots  have  retained  theirs.  With  refpedt  to  the 
fimilarity  between  the  Swedifh  and  Englifli 
tongues #,  we  may  remark  that  they  are  both 
dialedls  of  the  Teutonic  or  German ; and  if  in 
pronunciation  they  refemble  each  other  more 
than  their  original  Itock,  it  is  owing  to  this  cim 
cu m franc e ; that  we  are  defcended  from  the 
Swedes  and  Danes,  wliofe  languages  are  only 
different  diale&s  ; and  the  old  Saxon,  which  gave 
rife  to  the  Engliih,  was  probably  firft  introduced 

into  our  hland  by  fettlers,  or  invaders,  from 

* < 

thefe  northern  kingdoms. 

femblance  between  the  Scotch  and  Swediffi,  than  between  the  Swe- 
diffi and  Engliffi,  both  in  words  and  pronunciation.  The  fame 
gentleman  alfo  informed  me,  that  feyeral  obfolete  Swediffi  words 
are  ver)^  common  in  Scotland. 

* That  the  affinity  between  the  Swediffi  and  Engliffi  languages 
was  more  obvious  in  former  times,  appears  from  an  anecdote  men=* 
iioned  in  chap.  6,  of  this  volume. 
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landfcrona,--Lund. — Account  of  profeffor  Retzlus.—Calmar.— 
Jonkioping.— Wadftena.- — Medvi.— — Nordkioping* 


Subfequent  journey  into  tlie  North  in 


JrX  1784,  in  company  with  Samuel  W hitbread, 
Efq,  furnifhed  me  with  additional  materials  for 
an  account  of  thofe  parts  of  Sweden,  which  X 
did  not  vifit  in  my  former  tour;  and  a defcrip- 
tion  of  Norway. 

July  20th.  After  expreffing  to  Mr.  Elliott 
our  warmeft  acknowledgments  for  his  polite  and 
friendly  attention,  we  quitted  Copenhagen  at 
four  in  the  evening,  embarked  in  a four-oared 
boat,  and  faded  to  Landfcrona  with  a fa\ouiable 
’breeze.  The  diftance  is  fixteen  miles. 

On  approaching  Landfcrona,  we  were  ern- 
barraffed  with  fhoals  and  rocks,  and  as  the 
Danifli  watermen  were  unacquainted  with  the 
coaft  of  Sweden,  we  could  not  difengage  our- 
felves,  and  fhould  have  been  compelled  to 
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return  to  Copenhagen,  if  fortunately  two  Swe- 
cliih  Sailors,  obferving  our  di  ft  refs,  had  not 
waded  through  the  fea,  and  conducted  our  veft 
fel  into  port. 

Landfcrona,  about  twenty  miles  from  Lund, 
is  ftrongly  fortifying,  and  will  become  of  great 
confequence,  if  the  works  fhould  ever  be  com- 
pleted. But  the  Swedes  feem,  in  all  their  under- 
takings, to  form  plans  much  too  great  and  ex- 
pensive for  their  finances  and  power,  and  con- 
sequently Seldom  finifti  what  they  begin.  Such 
has  been  the  fate  of  Carlfcrona  and  Sveaboro-  • 

i ‘ 

and,  perhaps,  Landfcrona  will  furnilh  another 
inftance  of  their  attempting  to  execute  what 
exceeds  their  revenue.  The  object  of  the  works 
carrying  on  at  Landfcrona  is  to  ereftt  a fortrefs, 
which  fti all  command  the  whole  coaft  of  Scania 
lying  oppoftte  to  the  Ifle  of  Zealand,  and  to 
form  a harbour  for  gallies.  The  old  fortrefs  or 
citadel  mounts  feventy-four  guns,  and  requires 
a garrifon  of  two  or  three  hundred  men. 

The  harbour  lies  between  the  continent  and  a 
final!  i ft  and  half  a mile  in  circumference,  is  at 
leaf!  twenty  feet  in  depth,  and  will  form  a com- 
modious ftation  for  gallies.  This  harbour  is  to 
be  protected  by  a new  citadel  on  the  fmall  ifland, 
which  is  encircling  with  walls  and  baftions  of 
hewn  granite.  The  works  are  very  laborious 
and  expenfive j for  the  ground  being  a morals, 

the 
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the  ifland  mult  be  drained  by  means  of  wind- 
mills, and  the  foundations  laid  on  piles.  The 
town  alfo,  towards  the  land,  will  be  inclofed 
with  a range  of  fortifications,  no  lefs  expenfive 
and  difficult  than  the  former. 

Being  from  former  experience  well  acquainted 
with  the  mode  of  travelling  in  this  country,  we 
fent  forward  our  Englifh  pofi-chaife  from  Copen- 
hagen to  Stockholm,  and  purchafed  two  final! 
peafant’s  carts,  each  provided  with  an  arm-chair 
hung  on  fprings.  In  thefe  vehicles  we  went 
ufually  at  the  rate  of  eight  or  nine  miles  an  hour, 
and  not  unfrequently  travelled  from  eighty  to  a 
hundred  miles  a day. 

Lund,  the  capital  of  Scania,  is  efteemed  the 
mofc  ancient  town  in  Sweden,  according,  to  an 
old  proverb,  that  when  our  Saviour  was  born, 
Lund  was  in  its  glory.  The  fimilarity  of  the 
genitive  cafe  Lunden,  to  the  name  of  the  Eng- 
lifii  capital,  has  led  fome  fanciful  antiquaries  to 
conjecture,  that  London  derived  its  appellation 
from  this  place. 

Lund  contains  fcarcely  more  than  800  in- 
habitants, carries  on  but  little  trade,  and  is 
principally  fupported  by  the  univerfity,  efta- 
blifhed  by  Charles  the  Eleventh,  and  called, 
from  the  name  of  its  founder,  Academia  Caro- 
lina Gothorum.  There  are  twenty-one  profef- 
fors,  and  three  hundred  ftudents.  The  library 

contains 
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contains  20,000  volumes.  The  botanical  gar* 
den  is  by  no  means  in  a flourifhing  hate,  the 
number  of  plants  not  exceeding  1200.  At 
Lund  was  alfo  inftituted,  in  1776,  a Royal  Phy- 
liographical  Society,  which  was  incorporated  by 
the  king  in  1778.  The  fubjeefs  treated  of  in  its 
acts,  relate  only  to  natural  hiftory,  chymiftry, 
and  agriculture. 

Lund  is  an  archbifhopric.  The  cathedral  is 
an  ancient  irregular  building,  raifed  at  different 
intervals.  The  clerk  did  not  omit  to  carry  us 
into  a fub terraneous  chapel,  with  a vaulted  roof 
fupported  by  pillars ; on  two  of  which  are  carved 
grotefque  figures  of  a man  and  woman  in  ft  one, 
ftretching  out  their  arms,  as  if  attempting  to 
pull  down  the  building,  Thefe  figures  have 
given  rife  to  a legend  ; A giant  built  the  chapel, 
at  the  requeft  of  the  firfi  bilhop,  on  condition 
that  he  fhould  promife  to  give  him  either  the 
fun  and  moon,  or  his  two  eyes,  or  to  find  out  his 
name.  The  building  being  nearly  finifhed,  the 
bilhop,  who  had  not  yet  difcovered  the  giant's 
name,  walked  in  the  environs  of  the  town  in 
great  anxiety  to  a neighbouring  eminence,  and 
heard  the  giant's  wife  call  her  hufband  Fin. 
Elated  with  this  difcovery,  he  returned  to  the 
town,  and  fainted  the  giant  by  his  name,  who 
was  fo  enraged,  that  he  endeavoured,  with  the 
affiftance  of  his  wife,  to  pull  dawn  the  chapel ; 
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but  In  their  firft  attempt  they  were  turned  into, 
ftones. 

The  following  account  of  profelfor  Retzius 
was  communicated  by  my  learned  friend  Dr. 
Pulteney. 

“ In  the  univerfity  of  Lund,  Linnaeus  ac- 
quired, at  a very  early  age,  the  frit  fyftematic 
ideas  of  Natural  Hiftory,  under  profelfor  Sto- 
basus,  and  he  lived  to  fee  his  favourite  ft udies 
flourifh  in  that  feminary,  under  the  influence 
of  one  of  his  own  pupils.  He  lamented  in  his 
writings,  that  in  a fituation  much  more  favour- 
able than  that  of  Upfala,  being  four  degrees 
more  foutherly,  the  garden  of  Lund  had  not 
rifen  to  fome  eminence.  His  regret  on  this  oc- 
Gallon  was  foon  removed  by  the  zeal  and  exertions 
of  Dr.  Andrew  John  Retzius,  profelfor  of  natural 
hiftory.  This  gentleman  probably  received  his 
tafte  for  natural  fcience  from  his  father,  who, 
with  two  adjuncts,  in  1729,  inveftigated  Scania* 
in  fearch  of  plants,  at  the  expence  of  Stobasus. 

ec  Retzius  firft  made  himfelf  known  to  the 
literary  world,  by  a paper  publilhed  in  the  25th 
volume  of  the  Swedifh  Aids  for  1764,  on  the 
Preparation  of  Salep  Rom  the  Roots  of  the 
Orchis  Mono , (Meadow  Orchis);  to  which  he 
gave  a clearnefs,  and  mucilaginous  property, 
equal  to  what  is  feen  in  the  Salep  of  the  Eaft. 
Soon  after  he  gav£  leHures  on  natural  hiftory 

and 
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and  pharmacy,  in  the  univerfity  of  Lund  ; on 
which  occalion  he  publifhed  in  8vo.  1769, 
6 An  Abftract,  or  enlarged  Syllabus,  of  the 
Elements  of  Pharmacy an  art,  for  the 
teaching  of  which,  profeffonhips  are  eftablilhed 
in  the  imiverfities  of  Sweden.  In  the  fame 
year  he  published  in  the  Swedifh  Acts,  vol.  30* 
a Tract  on  the  rare  Plants  of  Scania.  About  the 
Lime  time  he  alfo  read  leisures  in  chernifiry  ; 
and  was  appointed  Demonfirator  in  the  bota- 
nical garden. 

“ In  1772,  he  wrote,  in  the  Swedifh  tongue, 
an  * Xntroduciion  to  the  Knowledge  of  the 
Animal  Kingdom,  a work  intended  to  fami- 
liarize the  zoological  fyftem  of  Linnaeus  to  his 
countrymen.  In  the  3 1 ft  volume  of  the  Swedifh 
Acts,  anno  1770,  c Obfervations  on  a Paper  writ- 
ten by  M.  Mounet,  concerning  the  Method  of 
preparing  Corrofive  Sublimate,  in  the  moijl  xvay? 
and  in  the  fame  volume,  4 Experiments  on  the 
Tartar  of  Wine,  and  its  Acid.’ 

£"  In  1774,  was  publifhed,  in  the  form  of  an 
academical  differtation,  the  firft  fpecimen  of  his 
Obfervationes  Botanical , which  was  afterwards 
enlarged,  re-publilhed,  and  occafionally  con- 
tinued. 

“ Soon  after  this  time,  academical  honours 
were  accumulated  on  our  author.  He  became 
one  of  the  royal  profeffors  in  the  univerfity  of 
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Lund,  and  fecretary  to  the  Phyfiographical 
Society,  He  had  been  ehofen  fellow  of  the 
Medical  Society  of  Copenhagen,  of  the  Natures. 
Curioforum  of  Berlin,  and  correfponding  mem- 
ber of  the  Oeconomical  Society  of  Leipfic. 

“ In  1779,  he  printed  Fierce  Scandinavian  Pro - 
dromus , which  he  calls  the  outline  of  a larger 
work,  intended  to  deferibe  the  plants  of  Sweden 
Lapland,  Finland,  Pomerania,  Denmark,  Nor- 
way, Holfatia,  Iceland,  and  Greenland,  after  the 
example  of  Linnaeus  in  the  Mantiffa , and  of 
Pollich  in  his  4 Plants  of  the  Palatinate/  In 
this  Prodromus  few  fynonyms  are  introduced, 
but  many  obfervations  which  evince  the  fei- 
entific  genius  of  the  author,  and  his  clofe  ad- 
herence to  the  principles  of  his  great  matter* 
After  the  publication  of  this  work,  he  was  com- 
plimented by  Dr.  Thunberg,  the  fucceffor  of 
Linnreus,  with  the  application  of  his  name  to  a 
new  genus  of  plants,  nearly  allied  to  the  Con- 
volvulus ; it  is  deferibed,  and  figured  in  the  fe- 
cund volume  of  the  A 8a  Nunclenjict . 

<£  In  1 783,  the  author’s  Prolegomena  in  Phar- 
macalogiam  Regni  Vegetabilis  were  printed  at 
Leipfic ; and  in  1786,  tranflated  into  the  German 
tongue,  and  publifhed  with  notes,  by  J.  F. 
Weftfirumb.  In  1779,  Retzius  publifhed  an  en- 
larged edition  of  his  Fafciculus  Ghfervationem 
Botanicarum . This  work  has  been  continued 

to 
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to  the  fifth  Fafciculus , which  was  printed  in 
1789,  the  whole  containing  200  pages,  and  16 
plates  of  new  plants.  A fixth  Fafciculus  was 
publilhed  by  the  Profeffor  in  1789?  which  con- 
cludes the  work.  This  laft  part  is  rendered  par- 
ticularly valuable  to  the  lovers  of  oriental  bo- 
tany, by  the  defcriptioiis  of  23  fpecies  of  that 
extraordinary  parafitical  genus  of  plants,  firft 
called  by  Linnaeus  Epidendrum , of  which  the 
Vanilla  of  the  Weft  Indies,  ufed  to  perfume 
chocolate,  is  a fpecies.  Thefe  defcriptions  were 
all  made  by  the  accurate  Koenig  from  the  liv- 
ing plants,  and  are  drawn  up  in  a highly  lini Hi- 
ed manner,  agreeably  to  the  rules  of  the  Lin- 
mean  Syftem.  The  fix  Fafciculi  were  publifiied 
in  one  volume  in  179  k embellifhed  with  the 
head  of  the  author,  in  the  48th  year  of  his  age. 
The  author  tells  us,  he  had  heard  Linnaeus  re- 
peatedly exprefs  his  wifiies,  that  all  the  plants 
in  his  own  Herbarium  had  been  defcribed  in  that 
eoncife  way,  of  which  he  had  Ihewn  the  model 
in  his  Mantijfa ; which  the  reader  may  fee  com- 
pletely exemplified  in  our  own  kingdom,  by 
Mr.  Curtis,  in  his  inoft  excellent  work  the  Flora 
Londinenfis , and  not  lefs  fo  by  Dr.  Smith,  in  his 
leones  Plant  arum  hatienus  ineditce . ^ 

“ The  defign  of  Retzius,  in  thefe  obferva^ 
tions,  was  to  correct  fuch  miftakes  as  he  met 
with  in  the  Species  Plant  arum  of  Linmeus,  and 


C.  X. 


tt  E T 2 I U S(,. 


S.QJJ 


In  oilier  modem  authors ; and  to  defcribe  new 
plants  in  the  method  above-mentioned.  Lin® 
nseus,  to  whom  our  author  had  pointed  out  fome 
errors  in  the  13th  edition  of  the  Syjiema  Vege- 
tabilium , had  expreffed  his  approbation  of  his 
fcheme,  and  with  great  candour  exhorted  him 
to  continue  his  researches.  By  fome  ftrange  fa® 
tality,  the  errors  of  this  edition  remained  un- 
corrected  in  the  Supplement,  and  in  the  1 4th 
edition  of  the  Syjiema , in  17  84,  Retzius’s  work 
is  enriched  with  the  defcriptions  of  many  new 
plants,  communicated  by  feveral  hands,  but  prin- 
cipally by  Dr.  Koenig,  phyfician  to  the  Da- 
nilli  miffion  of  Tranquebar;  particularly  in  the 
third  F af ci cuius j with  a defcription  of  thirteen 
fpecies  of  the  Scitaminece , or  fpice  plants  of  the 
monandrous  clafs. 

To  the  great  lofs  of  fcience  this  moft  accurate 
and  indefatigable  natural!  ft,  whofe  diligence 
and  fkill  has  rarely  been  equalled,  died  at  Tran- 
quebar  in  July  1785.  In  thefe  Fafciculi , Ret- 
ains has  fixed  his  character  as  a perfect  in  after 
of  the  Linnasan  fyftem ; and  until  a more  per- 
fect edition  of  the  Species  Plant  arum  fees  the 
light,  his  Obfervations  may  be  confidered  as  a 
neceffary  Supplement  to  the  works  of  the  great 
Swedifh  botanift. 

u In  1784,  the  profeffor  printed,  at  Stocky 
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holm,  his  6 Lectures  on  the  feveral  Kinds  of 
Worms  which  infeft  the  human  Inteftines.’  It 
is  not  within  my  fcope  to  dwell  on  this  fub- 
ject.  It  muft  be  fufficient  to  obferve,  that  the 
author  has  taken  much  pains  to  concenter,  in 
this  fmail  trad,  all  that  feemed  valuable  in  pre- 
ceding authors;  and  after  defcribing  eleven  fpe- 
cies  of  thefe  noxious  animals,  with  the  utmoft 
accuracy,  he  has  fubjoined  much  valuable  in- 
formation from  his  own  obfervations  and  rea- 
fonings 

Our 

' / 

* Exclufive  of  his  feparate  publications,  above  enumerated,  in 
the  Swedifh  A6ts,  we  find  the  following  differtations  by  Retzius 
in  the  fame  collection. 

In  vol.  34,  for  the  year  1773?  a defcription  of  the  Verbena  Stu - 
bletia,  which  flowered  in  the  garden  of  Lund,  from  feeds  received 
from  Paris. 

In  vol.  36,  for  177  5,  the  defcription  of  two  fpecies  of  the  Dtan- 
tberia , from  the  Eaft  Indies  3 a genus  fo  little  differing  from  the 
JuJHcia  as  to  be  received  into  that  genus  by  M.  Wildemw  the  pre- 
sent editor  of  a new  edition  of  the  Species  Plantarum. 

In  the  fecond  volume  of  Schriften  der  Berlinifchen  Gefellfchaft  na~ 
turforfckender  Freunde,  or  Scripta  Societatis  Berolinenfis  Naturam, 
Scrutantium  Amicorum,  publifhed  in  1781  Berlin , Retzius  com- 
municated a difcovery  of  a new  bivalve  {hell,  allied  to  the  anomias 
btit  differing  ftill  in  fo  many  chara&ers  as  to  juflify  him  in  con- 
ftituting  a new  genus  of  it,  by  the  name  of  Crania , from  its  refem- 
blance  to  the  Anomia  craniolaris  of  Linnaeus. 

In  vol.  373  of  the  Swedifh  A6ts  for  1776,  he  extended  his 
obfervations  on  the  natural  vegetable  acids,  or  fuch  as  are  not  the 
produce  of  fermentation.  In  the  4th  volume  of  the  “ New  Swe- 
difh A£ts,”  for  the  year  1783,  the  Profeffor  publifhed  fome  obfer- 
vations 
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Out  route  lay  through  Chriftianftadt  and 
Lund.  The  variety  of  the  country,  the  wild- 
nets  of  fome  of  the  views,  the  beauty  of  others, 
the  fertility  of  the  fmall  vallies,  and  the  ro- 
mantic appearance  of  the  overhanging  rocks, 
formed  a pleafing  and  agreeable  contrail:.  Al- 
though the  bafis  of  the  foil  is  entirely  gra- 
nite, and  vail  fragments  of  rock  overfpread 
the  whole  country,  yet  the  furface  is  princi- 
pally green.  In  fome  parts  juniper-bufhes 
overrun  the  foil,  in  others  large  forefts  of  oak 
and  pine  ftart  from  the  crevices  of  the  rock, 
where  fcarcely  appears  nutriment  for  the  fmalleft 
vegetable.  The  vallies,  numerous  but  fmall, 
abound  with  corn  and  pafture.  It  was  hay  liar- 
veil,  every  atom  of  foil  was  employed ; I obferv- 
ed  feveral  peafants  making  hay  on  a flip  of  land, 
which  could  aim  oft  be  covered  with  a flieet,  and 
here  and  there  a ftone  five  or  fix  feet  high  over- 
ill  ado  wing  a field  of  corn. 

In  our  way  from  Carlfcrona  to  Calmar,  we 
paffed  through  large  forefts  of  pines  and  firs, 
planted  by  the  hand  of  nature,  and  fcarcely  in- 
termixed with  any  other  trees,  except  in  the  en~ 

vations  on  the  AJleria  genus,  in  confequence  of  his  having  made 
a tour  to  the  Weftefn  coail  of  Scania,  They  tend  to  correct  fome 
errors  which  he  fufpe£ted  Linnreus  had  fallen  into,  a! moil  neceffa- 
rily  ariiing  from  his  having  drawn  up  his  deferipticns  only  from 
fpecimens  prefervecl  in  spirits. 
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v irons  of  the  villages.  Thefe  pines  appeared 
extremely  lofty  in  companion  with  the  narrow- 


nefs  of  the  road  which  winded  at  their  feet,  and 
was  over-thadowed  by  the  branches  converging 
to,  and  almoft  touching*  each  other. 

July  25.— As  we  approached  Calmar,  we 
emerged  from  the  gloom  of  the  fore  ft,  and  burft 
upon  a fme  view  of  the  fea,  with  a diftant  pro- 
fpect  of  the  I He  of  Oeland.  The  weather  was 
delightful,  the  fea  calm  ; and  numerous  veil  els,  / 
covering  the  fin  face  of  the  waters  to  the  farthefl 
extent  of  the  horizon,  rendered  the  feenery  as 
animated  as  it  was  beautiful. 

Calmar,  feparated  from  the  Iile  of  Oeland  by 
a ftrait  about  feven  miles  broad  in  the  narrowed 
part,  is  a imall  town,  fcarcely  a mile  in  circum- 
ference, and  containing  only  450  houfes,  but 
ftrongly  fortified.  The  ramparts  are  at  prefent 
unprovided  with  cannon,  which  have  been  lately 
removed  to  Landfcrona  and  Chriftianftadt,  front 
the  rumour  of  a Dan illi  wan  The  ftreets  cr oik 
each  other  at  right-angles.  The  inhabitants 
carry  on  a fmall  trade,  and  pofiefs,  befides  final! 
craft,  about  feventy  vefiels,  from  100  to  BOO  tons 


burthen. 


Calmar  is  celebrated  in  the  hiftorv-  of 

* 

the  north,  as  the  place  where  the  'deputies 
of  Sweden,  Denmark,  and  Norway,  were  ap- 


pointed to  af  imble  for  the  elect  ion  of  a king, 
G , according 
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accord  in  2:  to  the  union  of  Gahnar ; an  union 
favourable  to  Denmark,  as  detrimental  to 
the  interefts  of  Sweden:  it  was  upheld  by 
the  vigour  and  abilities  ot  Margaret ; but,  un- 
der her  weak  and  unwarlike  fucceliors,  entailed 
on  Sweden  a feries  of  convulhons  and  troubles, 
Until  it  was  finally  diffolved  by  the  valour  and 
prudence  of  Guftavus  \ afa. 

Near  the  town  is  the  caftle,  ftanding  on  an 
eminence,  the  only  remains  of  its  ancient  mag- 
nificence.  The  building  has  been  conftructed  at 
different  intervals,  and  contains  a motley  mix- 
ture of  Gothic  and  Grecian  architecture.  I ob- 
ferved  over  one  of  the  doors  an  inscription,  J ohn 
III.  1568.  Parts  of  the  manfion,  however,  are 
much  older,  as  the  apartment  in  which  the  de- 
puties of  the  three  kingdoms  ufed  to  afiemble 
ft  ill  fubfifis;  it  is  94  feet  long,  and  SO  broad* 
This  palace,  once  the  refidence  of  the  cele- 
brated Margaret,  and  remarkable  in  the  hiftory 
of  this  country,  is  converted  into  a diftillery. 

Inftead  of  proceeding  by  the  direft  road  from 
Cahnar  to  Stockholm,  we  made  a circuit 
through  the  provinces  of  Smoland  and  Eaft 
Gothland,  and  palled  through  Jonkioping,  Wad- 
ftena,  Medwi,  Linkioping,  and  Nordkioping. 

Smoland  is  covered  with  immenfe  forefts  of 
pine  and  fir  ; the  approach  to  the  villages  is  an- 
nounced by  groves  of  oak,  beech;  and  birch; 
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and  numerous  plots  or  parterres  of  arable  land 
appear  among  paftures  and  rocks.  I frequently 
obferved  an  acre  of  ground  laid  out  with  alter- 
nate flips  of  rye,  barley,  flax,  hemp,  the  inter- 
vals between  and  around  fown  with  grafs.  I 
palled  many  fpots  in  which  the  trees  were  cut 
down  and  burning,  in  order  to  manure  the  foil, 
and  render  it  fit  for  pafture  or  corn. 

An  intelligent  traveller*,  fpeakingof  the  agri- 
culture of  this  province,  fays,  “ I found  a to- 
lerable foil  in  Smoland,  without  fand  or  heath  5 
but  the  large  detached  ftones  and  maffes  of  gra- 
nite  with  which  it  is  overfpread,  render  the 
greater  part  unfit  for  the  plough.  In  the  cre- 
vices of  thefe  ftoneSj  and  between  the  pines  and 
fir,  underwood  grows  rapidly^ 

“ The  peafants  felcdi  a fpot  in  the  midft  of 
the  fore  ft,  cut  down  the  trees,  ftrew  them  over 
the  ground,  and  burn  them  when  dry.  They 
then  dig  the  earth  between  the  ftones  with  a 
fpade,  low  and  harrow  it  with  rakes,  and  obtain 
a good  crop  of  corn  for  twro  fucceffive  years. 
The  ground  is  then  converted  into  pafture,  and 
chiefly  employed  for  feeding  cattle,  which,  both 
in  this  province  and  Hal  land,  thrive  well,  and 
form  an  advantageous  article  of  export.  Thefe 
fpots  of  land  thus  converted,  are  called  Swedja 

* ProfefTor  Bueich,  of  Hamburgh. 
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Land,  or  burnt  land,  and  in  the  fpace 
fifteen  years  arc  again  covered  with  wood. 
This  mode  of  culture  has  been  ventured  by 
many  travellers,  as  unprofitable  and  detrimen- 
tal, but  without  fuffieient  reafon;  for  many  of 
thefe  fpots  cannot  be  ufed  to  any  other  pur- 
pole,  being  too  ftony,  and  the  trees  of  little 
value.” 

Veils  are  commonly  worn  in  Sweden,  not  only 
by  the  ladies,  but  even  by  the  female  peafants 
at  work  in  the  fields;  a euftom  which  I trikes  an 
Ensdifh  traveller  for  its  Angularity,  but  which 
is  ufeful  to  fhade  the  eyes  from  the  glare  of 
the  fnow  in  winter,  and  from  the  rays  of  the 
fun,  fo  ftrongly  reflected  from  thp  rocks  in 
fu  miner. 

As  we  approached  Jonkipping,  on  the  third 
day’s  journey  from  Calmar,  the  country  became 
fomewhat  lels  woody,  tmd  the  views  more  ex- 
tenfive,  though  not  Ids  rude  and  rocky.  A mile 
from  Jonkioping  we  came  to  the  top  of  an  emi- 
nence, whole  fummit  was  covered  with  hr,  and 
its  feet  with  beech  and  oak.  We  looked  down 
on  that  town,  lying  beautifully  between  two 
final!  lakes,  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the 
Wetter,  a lake  of  an  oblong  fhape,  and  of  inch 
length,  that  it  appeared  incc  an  aim  of  the  lea  , 

it  is  at  lead  100  miles  long,  and  from  Ux  to 

twenty- 
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twenty-fix  miles  broad;  the  iliores  are  gently 
hoping,  and  moftly  clothed  with  hrs. 

Jonkioping  is  the  capital  of  Smoland,  and  the 
feat  of  the  parliament  or  fuperi or  court  ofjuflice 
for  the  kingdom  of  Gothland.  The  town  is 
two  111  lies  in  circumference,  and  contains  5000 
inhabitants;  the  houfes  are  moftly  of  wood,  co- 
vered with  turf.  Excepting  the  houfes  in  the 
large  ft  towns,  and  gentlemen’s  feats,  few  of  the 
buildings  in  Sweden  are  roofed  with  tiles;  they 
are  principally  covered  with  turf  or  mofs,  no 
thatching  being  ufed,  as  too  dear,  and  danger- 
ous in  cafe  of  fire.  In  order  to  keep  out  the 
rain,  large  layers  of  birch-bark  are  fpread  over 
the  timber- worx  of  the  roof,  under  the  covering 
of  turf  or  mofs.  Thefe  turf  roofs  make  a An- 
gular appearance,  many  of  them  producing 
herbage,  which  is  occafionlly  cut  for  the  ule 
of  the  cattle ; a few  were  ornamented  with 
flowers. 

Quitting  Jonkioping,  we  coafted  the  weftern 
iliores  of  the  Wetter,  through  a hilly,  ftony,  but 
well  cultivated  and  woody  country,  the  road 
fometimes  running  clofe  to  the  margin  of  the 
water,  fometimes  carried  over  the  fteep  preci- 
pices which  form  the  fib  ores  of  the  lake.  The 
vail  expan fe  of  water,  which  near  Jonkioping  is 
too  uniform,  was  partly  broken  by  an  illancl 
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about  feven  miles  in  circumference,  andtlie  vic$ 

diverfified  with  a fmaller  lake. 

The  fmall  town  of  Wadftena,  on  the  bouitis 
of  the  Wetter,  is  remarkable  for  its  cattle,  a fin- 
er alar  building  defended  at  the  four  corners  by 
round  towers,  covered  with  fmall  dome, -5 , -it 
was  built  in  1544  by  Guftavus  V a fa,  and  in- 
habited  by  bis  fon  Magnus,  who  was  infane. 

v * 

The  church,  a large  liandfome  building,  con- 
tains his  fepulchre,  and  the  remains  of  Catha- 
rine, wife  of  Charles  Canutfon,  and  ol  , hnippa 
queen  of  Eric  the  Thirteenth. 

The  lake  Wetter,  like  all  inland  pieces  of  wa- 
ter, furrounded  with  hills  or  mountains,  is  fubjcdt 
to  fudden  ftorms  in  the  ftilleft  weather.  Super- 
ftition  or  credulity  not  mifrequently  find  caufes 
for  all  phenomena  of  nature  ; and  I was  inform- 
ed at  Copenhagen,  that  thcfe  hidden  ftorms  were 
occafioned  by  a fubterraneous  communication 
yd tli  tlic  lake  of  Gonitancc,  in  Switzeiiann. 
It.  appeared  from  a regular  feries  of  correfpon- 
dence  and  oblervation,  that  w lien  the  wateis  of 
one  lake  arofe,  thole  of  the  other  fell  in  the 
fame  proportion ; and  frequently  the  waters  of. 
tlie  Wetter  were  violently  agitated  without  the 
leafr,  wind,  or  any  apparent  caufe,  until  informa- 
tion arrived,  that  at  the  fame  time  the  lake 
of  Conftance  had  been  difturbed  by  a tem-_ 
peft.  The  perfon  who  gave  me  this  information 
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added,  in  fupport  of  liis  affertion,  that  fimilar 
plants  were  obferved  to  grow  fpontaneoufiy  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  each  lake;  and  the  fame 
filh  were  alfo  caught  in  both. 

On  my  arrival  at  Wadftena  I found  a gentle- 
man, to  whom  I had  a letter,  ftrongly  impreff- 
ed  with  the  truth  of  this  account,  and  particu- 
larly affirming,  that  a feries  of  correfpondence 
and  obfervation  had  eftablifhed  the  fact.  But 
when  I requefted  a fpecific  proof,  I found  his  af- 
fertion was  principally  grounded  on  tradition,  / 
and  that  no  correfpondence  on  the  f abject  had 
been  carried  on  by  any  perfon  now  alive,  but 
by  the  great-grandfather  of  fome  inhabitant  of 
Wadftena.  I ffiouid  not  have  thought  this  idle 

, O 

ftory  worthy  of  mention,  if  the  fact  had  not  been 
pofitively  affirmed  by  perfons  of  fome  note  at 
Copenhagen,  if  it  was  not  generally  believed 
at  Wadftena,  and  if  fome  travellers  had  not 
been  fufficiently  deceived  to  relate  it  in  their 
travels. 

At  Motala,  we  eroded  the  river  of  the  fame 
name,  which  if  lies  from  the  Wetter,  and  is 
not  navigable  for  the  final  left  veffels,  and  foon 
arrived  at  Medwi,  the  Swedifti  fpa,  pleafan fcly 
fituated  in  a gently  waving  and  richly  wooded 
country.  The  lodging-houfes  form  one  ftreet 
of  uniform  wooden  buildings  painted  red;  the 
walks  and  rides  are  delightful,  particularly 

to 
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to  the  banks  of  the  Wetter ; the  waters  of  the 
Spa  are  vitriolic  and  fulphureous.  rIhe  regula- 
tions of  this  place  feem  more  calculated  for  the 
accommodations  of  the  fick  who  drink  the  wa-  . 
ters,  than  for  thofe  who  alfemble  for  pleafure. 
Between  five  and  fix  in  the  morning  the  com- 
pany are  awakened  by  the  ringing  ol  a large 
bell,  when  they  ufually  rile,  drink  the  waters, 
breakfaft,  ride  out,  or  walk.  Precifely  at  twelve 
dinner  is  ferved  in  a large  hall,  to  which  all  re- 
pair; after  dinner  they  play  at  caids  till  live, 
when  thev  take  their  afternoon's  airing.  At  fe- 
ven  flipper  is  ferved  m the  lame  hall ; at  nine  tiie 
bell  rings,  the  gates  are  flint,  no  carriages  are 
admitted,  and  the  company  moftly  retire  to  bed. 
We  had  purpofed  continuing  a week  at  Med- 
wi,  but  the  fealon  being  paft,  and  the  company 
gone,  excepting  a few  invalids,  we  continued 
our  journey  to  Stockholm,  thiough  LiiiKiopnig 
and  Nordkioping.  Having  repaired  the  Mo- 
tala,  we  mounted  an  eminence,  and  defeended 
into  the  largeft  and  moft  cultivated  plain  I had 
ygj-  in  Sweden,  fertile  m coin  and  paftuie, 
bounded  by  a ridge  of  hills,  whofe  fides  and 
fummits  are  prettily  wooded,  and  whofe  feet  are 
watered  by  the  Motala,  foiming  a fucceflion  of 
lakes.  The  plain  is  open,  and  the  fields  large ; 

frequent  churches,  villages,  and  countiy  feats, 
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occurred;,  and  the  fcene  was  enlivened  by  the 
hay-harveft. 

In  the  mid  ft  of  this  plain  ftands  the  fin  all  but 
neat  town  of  Linkiopmg;  containing  theepifco- 
pal palace,  the  cathedral,  and  the  palace  in  which 
refides  the  governor  of  Eaft  Gothland,  The 
axletree  of  one  of  our  carriages  breaking,  we 
were  detained  two  hours;  and  the  nio-ht  com- 
ing  on,  were  prevented  from  enjoying  the  beau- 
ties of  the  country,  which  appeared  from  the 
dim  light  of  the  ftars  more  rocky  and  hilly  as 
we  approached  Nordkioping,  where  we  did  not 
arrive  before  one  in  the  morning 

Nordkioping  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  moft 
commercial  inland  towns  in  Sweden.  It  covers 
a large  fpa.ce  of  ground,  being  ten  miles  in 
circumference;  but  the  houfes  are  final!  and 
ic altered,  and  the  inhabitants  do  not  exceed 
10,000.  The  fituation  is  exceedingly  pibhi- 
rcfque;  the  Motala  flows  through  the  town, 
forms  a feries  of  cataracts,  and  is  divided  into  four 
principal  ft  reams,  which  encircle  feveral  rocky 
iflands,  covered  with  houfes  and  manufactories; 
here  it  is  navigable  for  fmall  veffcls.  Several  ma- 
nufactories are  eftablilhed  in  the  town  : fifty-five 
fabrics  of  cloth,  which  employ  1500  men;  three 
fugar-houfes ; one  of  fnuff;  fifty  mills  for  grind- 
ing com,  which  is  exported  in  large  quantities, 

and 
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and  a brafs-foundery.  The  fabric  of  arms,  men- 
tioned by  Mr.  Wraxall,  no  longer  exifts,  the  pro- 
prietor being  a bankrupt.  A falmon-fifhery 
gives  employment  and  riches  to  many  of  the 
inhabitants. 

A few  miles  from  TsFordkioping  we  afcended  a 
pjjo'h  chain  of  granite  mountains,  -which  run 
from  eaft  to  weft ; the  ftupendous  maffes  of  rocks 
impending*  over  the  road,  highly  picturefquc, 
refemble  the  firft  Alpine  paffes  in  Switzerland. 
From  the  fummit  we  looked  down  on  the  rich 
plains  we  Tad  paffed  the  preceding  day,  and  the 
Mo  tala  winding  and  flowing  into  the  Bay  of 
Brunick.  On  defcending  this  chain,  we  tia- 
verfed  a fucceffion  of  plains  and  rocks  which 
ftretch  from  north  to  fouth , the  plains  aic 
exceedingly  fertile  in  grain  and  pafture,  and 
Watered  by  rivers  and  lakes.  the  villages 
fcattered  at  fmall  diftances  from  each  other, 
groupes  of  cottages  placed  on  rocky  emi- 
nences, and  many  churches  handing  fmgly,  in 
the  mo  ft  piCturefque  fituatioirs,  di  verified  the 

feenery. 

At  Filtja,  the  laft  poll,  we  admired  a beauti- 
ful bay  of  the  lake  Maeler,  bounded  by  per- 
pendicular, rocky, 'and  woody  banks.  As  we 
approached  the  capital,  the  country  appeared 
more  defolate.  It  was  almoft  entirely  covered 

with  rocks  or  foreiis,  exhibiting  fcarcely  any 

traces 
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traces  of  human  induftry,  excepting  a few  i fo- 
late d patches  of  corn  and  pafture,  and  about  a 

f 

dozen  habitations.  This  dreary  feene  continued 
tilt  we  afcended  an  eminence,  and  came  upon  a 
hidden  view  of  the  fpires  of  Stockholm,  half  hid 
by  the  intervening  rocks  and  trees. 
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Palace  of  Gripfliolm.— Straegnetz.— ' Tombs  of  Steno  Slure,  and 
Charles  the  Ninth.— Bohus. — Marftrand.— Uddevalla;. 


r 


"'HE  palace  of  Gripfliolm  was  a monafteiy 
<riven  to  the  Carfhufians,  by  Steno  Sture  ; 

o ’J 

but  as  the  friars  refufed  an  afylnm  to  Guftavus 


Yafa  in  his  diftrefs,  he  claimed  it  as  the  patri- 
mony of  his  family,  and  made  it  his  favourite 
refidence.  The  prefent  king,  enamoured  of  a 
palace  which  was  honoured  with  the  prefence  of 
his  great  anceftor,  has  lately  improved  and  fur- 
nifhed  it,  and  ufually  paifes  here  fome  months  in 
the  year.  He  has  alfo  built  an  elegant  theatre, 
in  which  plays  are  occasionally  reprefented  dur- 
ing: his  refidence. 

The  palace  is  a Gothic  building,  and  hands 
on  a fmall  ifland  of  the  Maeler,  overlooking  or 
rather  impending  over  the  water.  The  ancient 
battlements,  and  four  irregular  round  towers,  co- 
vered with  copper,  convey  an  idea  of  ancient 
cafties  mentioned  in  romances;  and  the  recol- 
lection, that  it  was  the  favourite  palace  of  Guf- 

tavus 


318  travels  in  swede  n. 


B.  8, 


tavus  Vafa,  Impreffed  us  with  additional  rever- 
ence. It  contains  a curious  collection  of  por** 
traits ; amongfl  others,  I noticed  Chriftopher  the 
Third,  Margaret,  the  Semiramis  of  the  North, 
and  Eric  of  Pomerania;  Steno  Sture,  junior,  ad- 
miniftrator  of  Sweden;  feveral  portraits  of  Gufta- 
vus  Vafa,  particularly  one  painted  by  his  fon, 
the  unfortunate  and  accompliflied  Eric  the  Four- 
teenth ; of  the  treacherous  Arnold  Peterfon, 
who  received  and  endeavoured  to  betray  Gufta- 
vus  Vafa,  and  his  wife,  who  preferved  him;  Ca- 
tharine, the  beloved  confort  of  Eric  the  Four- 
teenth, pale  and  delicate;  his  fon,  Guftavus, 
who  died  in  Pvuffia,  is  reprefented  in  chains,  and 
his  countenance  exhibits  a line  expreffion  of 
melancholy;  John  the  Third;  Charles  th$ 
Ninth,  and  Oxenfiiern,  the  celebrated  chan- 
cellor. 

A large  hall  contains  thirty-four  whole-length 
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portraits  of  the  European  fovereigns  contempo- 
rary  with  Guftavus  Vafa.  Among  the  moft 
confpicuous  I remarked  the  emperor  Maximi- 
lian the  Firft;  Sigifmond  the  Firft,  king  of  Po- 
land; the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth,  and  his 
brother  Ferdinand;  Louis,  king  of  Hungary; 
Elizabeth  of  England,  in  the  bloom  of  her  youth, 
and  much  prettier  than  the  is  ufually  reprefent- 
ed, and  Eric  the  Fourteenth,  painted  by  him* 
felf.  The  new  faioon  is  hung  witli  portraits  of 
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the  prefent  fove  reigns  of  Europe.  A final! 
apartment  is  fhewn,  in  which  John  the  Third 
was  confined  ten  years  by  his  brother  Eric,  and 
in  which  Eric  alio  was  afterwards  imprifoned  by 


order  of  John. 


Straegnetz,  fourteen  miles  from  Gripfliolm, 
is  a final!  town  on  the  banks  ot  the  Maeler ; 
that  lake  never  appears  a large  expanfe  of  water, 
but  is  divided  into  numerous  bays  or  inlets, 


which  feem  like  detached  lakes.  It  is  mterfperfed 
with  rocky  iflands,  and  the  perpendicular  banks 
are  covered  to  the  water’s  edge  with  hanging 
groves ; but  the  eye  is  tired  with  the  tedious 
uniformity  of  the  firs  and  pines,  which  form 
almoft  the  only  trees  that  fringe  the  banks,  or 
overfpread  the  iflands. 


The  cathedral,  a large  red  brick  building, 
with  a i qua  re  to  veer  roofed  with  copper,  contains 
the  fepulchres  of  the  adminiftrator  Steno  Store 
the  Elder,  and  of  Charles  the  Ninth. 

The  fepulchre  of  Steno  Sture  is  afarcophagus 
of  marble,  ornamented  with  a fv/ord,  helmet, 


and  buckler.  His  body  was  formerly  buried  in 
the  monaftery  of  Gripfholm,  removed,  at  the 
introdu&ion  of  the  proteftant  religion,  to  the 
pari fli  church  of  Kermbo,  and  in  1577  conveyed 
in  hate  to  this  cathedral  by  order  of  Charles  the 
Ninth,  then  duke  of  Sudermanland.  Time  had 
mouldered  the  tomb,  and  his  remains  were  net 
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diftinguifhed  by  any  memorial,  until  the  ftp  til- 
clire  which  now  covers  his  allies  was  ereCted  by 
the  prefent  king.  Guftavus  confidered  it  as  a 
national  reproach,  that  no  tomb  or  infcription 
fliould  be  ereCted  in  honour  of  a man,  who,  in 
the  capacity  of  aditiiniftrator,  directed  the  helm 
of  ftate  during  thirty  turbulent  years,  who  f up- 
ported  the  rights  of  his  countrymen  againft  the 
repeated  invafions  of  the  Danes,  who  gave 
to  his  country  equal  laws,  and,  no  lefs  eminent 
fof  his  protection  of  letters,  founded  the  uni- 
yerfity  of  Upfala. 

The  tomb  of  Charles  the  Ninth  ftands  near 
the  altar ; on  it  is  the  equeftrian  figure  of  the 
king  in  complete  armour,  the  fame  which  he  is 
faid  to  have  worn  in  his  life-time.  Although 
the  great  merits  of  Charles  the  Ninth  are 
eclipfed  by  the  tranfcendent  qualities  of  his 
father  and  fon  ; yet,  even  as  the  fon  of  Guftavus 
Vafa,  and  father  of  Guftavus  Adolphus,  he 
feems  to  thine  no  lefs  with  native  than  with  re- 
flected luftre.  Compelled  from  neceffity  to  take 
up  arms  in  conjunction  with  John,  and  to  aflift 
in  depofing  Eric  the  Fourteenth,  he  behaved  to 
his  unfortunate  brother  with  humanity  and  de- 
ference, oppoled  and  condemned  his  aftaftination, 
and  openly  remonftrated  againft  the  indignity 
offered  to  his  remains* 
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The  life  of  Charles  the  Ninth  was  almoft  a 
continued  ftrrmgle  auainfit  civil  commotions  and 
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foreign  invafions  ; yet  his  whole  admini illation 
was  beloved  at  home  and  refpe&ed  abroad.  He 
was  long*  the  real,  while  Sigifmorid,  who  chiefly 
redded  in  Poland,  was  the  nominal,  fovereign  ; 
until  the  unanimous  voice  of  the  nation  depofed 
the  weak  and  bigoted  Sigifmond,  and  raifed 
Charles  to  the  throne  of  Sweden ; a meafure  fo 
well  conducted  as  not  to  appear  affected  by  his 
own  private  intrigues,  but  the  refult  of  national 
affection  and  national  neceffity. 

Charles,  in  his  conduct  as  king,  fully  gratified 
the  fanguine  expectations  of  the  people.  He 
was  enterprifing,  yet  Cautious  in  war,  fagacious 


and  decifive  in  the  cabinet,  a friend  to  huma- 
nity, yet  fevere  in  the  punifhment  of  crimes. 
Attached  by  principle  to  the  proteftant  religion, 
he  fupported  with  firninefs  its  declining  caufe, 
againft  the  perfections  of  John  and  Sigifmond, 
and  raifed  it,  almoft  drooping,  again  to  pre- 
eminence. Zealous  to  promote  the  interefts  of 
his  people,  he  built  towns,  encouraged  com- 
merce and  agriculture,;  and  patronised  letters. 
Of  quick  and  lively  feelings,  he  was  fubject  to 
violent  but  fliort  ebullitions  of  paffion,  which 
harraffed  his  frame,  and  finally  occafioned  his 
death.  He  died  in  1611,  in  the  fixty-firft  year 
of  his  aye,  leaving  the  commerce,  finances,  and 
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army,  in  a flourifhing  it  ate,  and,  an  invaluable 
legacy  to  his  country,  in  his  fon  Guftavus 
Adolphus. 

From  Straegnetz  we  paffed  through  Arboga, 
Orebro,  Lidkioping,  Trolhsetta,  and  Gotheborg** 
From  whence  we  made  an  excurfion  to  Bohns, 
Marftrand,  and  Udde valla,  in  our  way  to 
N orway. 

The  fort  of  Bohns  hands  on  a rocky  eminence 
in  the  Me  of  Bohus,  encircled  by  two  branches 
of  the  Gotha  ; it  was  formerly  celebrated  in  the? 
hiftory  of  Norway,  as  a place  of  confiderable 
ftrength,  and  forming  the  frontier  fortrefs, 
during  the  conhant  wars  between  the  Danes 
and  Swedes.  It  was  a wooden  fortrefs  before 
the  invention  of  gunpowder;  but  in  1448  was 
built  with  hone  by  Chrihian  the  Firfh  The 
fit  nation  is  hrong,  and  it  contains  a garrifon  of 
a hundred  men.  From  the  fummit  we  com- 
manded a pleahng  view  of  the  Gotha  winding 
at  the  feet  of  barren  rocks. 

From  Bohus  we  proceeded  through  a rocky 
country  to  KiulthaJ,  a Angle  hdufe,  inhabited  by 
an  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  where  we  embarked, 
and  rowing  through  fmall  bays  and  creeks,  amid 
barren  rocks  and  crags,  arrived  in  two  hours  at 
Marftrand,  one  of  the  mod  extreme  among  that 

# See  Book  VII,  c»  ix,  and  x. 
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clufter  of  iflands  which  extends  from  the  coaft 
of  Sweden. 

Marftrand,  for  its  ftrength,  called  the  G i* 
hraltar  of  Sweden,  is  a rocky  ifland  in  the  Cat- 
tegate,  about  two  miles  in  circumference ; the 
town,  which  lies  on  the  eaftern  fide,  contains 
160  houfes,  and  i,£00  inhabitants.  It  was  de- 
clared a free  port  in  1 776,  and  was  the  great  re- 
fort  for  the  American  vdfels,  who  were  not  per- 
mitted to  enter  into  any  other  port  of  Sweden. 
This  traffic  enriched  the  town,  particularly  in 
1780  and  1781.  Since  the  peace  the  commerce 
has  greatly  diminifhed,  and  the  inhabitants 
now  chiefly  fubfifl  by  the  herring  fifhery,  hy 
the  number  of  flrips  which  in  bad  weather 
take  refuge  in  the  harbour,  and  by  a contraband 
trade. 

Before  1 7 8 1 the  inhabitants  obtained  con- 
fiderable  profits  by  fmuggling  brandy  into  Swe- 
den, the  entrance  of  which  was  prohibited  in  the 
other  ports ; but  as  the  fame  privilege  of  im- 
porting foreign  fpirits  for  the  purpofe  of  exporta- 
tion has  been  lately  granted  to  Gotheborg, 
Marftrand  has  loft  great  part  of  its  contraband 
trade. 

Marftrand  is  called  a fret  port , but  the  ex- 
emption is  merely  imaginary ; for  although  alt 
goods  are  admitted  into  the  town  free  of  duty, 
yet  they  cannot  be  exported  without  paying  the 
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ufual  c u ft o ms.  Above  fixty  cuftom-houfe  offi- 
cers are  ehablifhed,  and  carefully  examine  all 
veifels  at  the  time  of  their  departure : we  under- 
went a very  ftridt  fearch. 

The  harbour  is  fee  are  and  commodious,  but 
of  difficult  entrance,  and  in  tempeftuous  weather 
dangerous,  without  a pilot ; it  is  capable  of  con- 
taining 200  veifels,  and  is  of  fuffieient  depth  for 
the  largeft.  Each  of  the  two  entrances  is  com- 
manded by  two  new  batteries.  That  on  the 
north  fide,  which  is  quite  finiflied,  mounts  ten 
24  and  36  pounders;  and  could  contain  in  time 
of  war  a garrifon  of  ] 50  men;  the  louth  bat- 
tery, which  was  not  yet  mounted,  will  be  capa- 
ble of  holding  300  foldiers.  The  place  is  ftill 
further  fortified  by  the  ftrong  citadel  of  Carlf- 
tein,  which  hands  on  an  eminence  in  the  middle 
of  the  ill  and.  It  was  built  in  1682,  by  Charles 
the  Eleventh,  and  was  taken  by  the  Danes  in 
.1 719;  but  the  fortifications  have  lately  been 

i/  a 

confiderably  Strengthened,  and  it  is  now  deemed 
impregnable.  On  the  top  of  the,  highelt  tower 
is  a light-houfe,  from  which  I commanded 
an  .extenfive  view  of  the  Cattcgate,  fprink- 
led  with  an  altonilhing  number  of  rocks  and 
ijlands — 


t(  Thick  as  th’  autumnal  leaves  that  flrek  he  vale 
u Of  Valombrofa 


* Milton. 
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The  numerous  rocks  and  fhoals  render  this 
lea  extremely  dangerous,  and  above  300  veffels 
annually  take  refuge  in  the  harbour  of  Mark  rand. 
It  was  a pleafmg  reflection  to  fee  thefe  rocks 
covered  with  the  huts  of  li  therm  en,  and  to  con- 
ficler,  that  the  induftry  of  man  had  rendered  inch 
barren  fpots  the  nurferies  of  many  families  by  the 
profits  of  the  herring  filhery. 

Having  gratified  our  curiofity  at  Mark  rand, 
we  returned  to  Kiulthal,  and  continued  our 
journey  through  a country  fo  exceedingly  rocky 
and  barren,  that  if  I had  not  obferved  occafional 
hips  of  corn  and  palture  in  the  fmall  vallies,  I 
ihould  have  concluded,  that  the  fea  had  only  left 
it  yefterday.  As  I advanced  towards  Ud de- 
valla the  lands  became  gradually  more  and 
more  fertile,  yielding  rye,  barley,  and  oats, 
fprmkled  with  forefts  of  fir,  and  watered  oy 
feveral  lakes.  As  we  palled  thefe  pieces  of 
water  in  the  dufk  of  the  evening,  we  obferved 
feveral  boats  hanging  out  lights  to  allure  the 
fhh  into  nets. 

Uddevaila  is  prettily  fituatcd  on  a bay  of  the 
fea,  and  at  the  bottom  of  fome  ftecp  rocks  at 
the  extremity  of  a fmall  but  fruitful  valley. 
The  houfes  are  built  of  wood  painted  red  and 
yellow;  the  ftreets  arc  fpacious  and  airy.  It 

u % 

contains  3,000  inhabitants,  and  carries  on  a 
tolerable  commerce,  exporting  iron,  planks,  and 

y 3 herrings* 


SZ6 


TRAVELS  IN  SWEDEN. 


B.  8 a 


herrings.  As  we  proceeded  in  our  journey  north- 
ward  from  Uddevalla,  the  hills  increafed  in 
height ; the  vallies  became  more  confined, 
and  lefs  fruitful,  the  rocks  more  rugged,  and 
the  few  pines  that  relieved  the  eye  lefs  tall  and 
luxuriant. 
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Articles  of  the  New  Form  of  Government  eftablillied  ia 
Sweden  at  the  Revolution  of  mdcclxxii. 


The  following  form  of  government  is  an  exact  Iranf- 
eript  of  that  which  was  tranllated  into  Englifh,  by 
order  of  his  Swedifh  Majefty,  from  the  original,  and 
printed  for  the  ufe  of  the  Englifh  Merchants  re- 
sident at  Stockholm.  Although  it  contains  feveral 
expreffions  and  phrafes  not  perfe&ly  confonant 
to  the  idiom-  of  the  Englifh  language,  yet,  as  it  is 
a ftate  paper  of  great  confequence,  I thought  it 
more  advisable  to  print  it  in  its  prefent  form,  than 
to  new  model  the  ftyle;  particularly  as  there  are  very 
few  expreffions,  the  meaning  of  which  can  be  doubl- 
ed. The  reader  will  therefore  excufe  any  trifling 
errors  in  the  ftyle,  or  orthography ; and  not  impute 
them  to  any  negligence  in  the  author. 

p GUSTWUS,  "by  the  grace  of  God,  bing 

^ y of  Sweden,  Goths,  and  Vandals,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

heir  of  Norway , dime  of  Schlefwig,  Holftein,  &c.  &e 

make  it  known,  tnat  whereas,  from  the  beginning  o 

our  reign,  we  uninterruptedly  have  endeavoured  to 

employ  our  royal  power  and  authority  to  promote  the 

advancement,  firength,  and  welfare  o>  this  realm,  as 

well  as  the  improvement,  fafety,  and  happ.ne.s  of  oar 

loyal  fubjedls ; and  that,  in  order 'to  obtain  this  end,  We 

have  found,  that  the  prefent  fituation  ot  the  country 

■ v 4 requires 
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requires  an  unavoidable  amendment  of  the  Fundamcn- 
tai  Laws,  adapted  to  the  above-mentioned  falufcary  pm> 
pofe;  and  therefore,  after  the  moft  ex  ad  and  mature 
deliberation  and  reflection.  We  have  drawn  up  a form 
of  government,  which  the  States  of  the  realm  now  af- 
iembicd  unanimoufly  have  received  andfworn  to;  which 
form  of  government,  fo  agreed  to  by  the  bates,  We 
gracioufly  have  been  pleafed,  by  thefe  prefents,  to  ap- 
prove and  confirm,  according  to  its  literal  fienle,  in  the 
form  and  manner  following. 

We,  the  under-written  Senators  and  States  of  the 
kingdom  of  Sweden,  counts,  barons,  bifliops,  knkdits. 
and  nobility,  clergy,  chiefs  of  the  militia,  deputies  of 
the  towns  and  peafantry,  here  aflembled  in  behalf  of 
ourfelves  and  our  fellow-fubjeds  at  home,  make  it 
known,  that  whereas  we,  by  a fad  experience,  have 
found,  that,  under  the  name  of  the  blefied  Liberty,  fe- 
deral of  our  fellow  fubje&s  have  formed  an  Ariftocracy, 
fo  much  more  intolerable,  as  it  hath  been  framed  under 
iicentioulfnefs,  fortified  by  felf-intereft  and  feverities, 
and  finally  iupported  by  foreign  powers,  to  the  detri- 
ment of  the  whole  fociety,  and  which  hath  brought  us 
in  the  utmofl  infecurity  by  the  wrong  interpretation  of 
the  law,  and  atlaft  might  have  led  the  kingdom,  our  dear 
native  country,  to  the  dreadful  fate,  which  the  hiftory 
of  former  times,  and  the  example  of  our  neighbours 
bath  laid  before  us,  had  not  the  fpirit  of  zealous  citi- 
zens, and  their  love  to  the*  country,  iupported  by  the 
zeal  and  achievements  of  the  High  and  Puiffant  Prince 
and  Lord  Guftavus.  III.  king  of  Sweden,  Goths,  and 
Vandals,  our  molt  Gracious  Sovereign,  fayed  and 
drawn  us  out  of  it;  io  that  we  have  turned  our  thoughts 
upon  ford  lying  our  liberty,  in  a manner,  that  it  may 
not  be  abided  by  a bold  enterprizing  ruler,  nor  by  am- 
bitious, lelf-mterefied,  ano  treacherous  citizens,  or  fpite- 
tai  and  haughty  enemies;  but  that  the  old  kingdom  of 
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Sweden  and  Gothia  for  ever  may  be  a free  and  inde- 
pendent realm:  therefore  we  have  granted  and  con- 
firmed, as  we,  by  thefe  preterits,  declare  and  alTert  this 
form  of  government  to  be  an  unchangeable  and  facred 
Fundamental  Law,  which  we,  for  us  and  our  pofterity, 
born  and  unborn,  promile  to  obey  and  keep,  after  its 
literal  fenfe;  and  deem  thofe  to  be  enemies  to  us  and 
the  kingdom,  that  would  perfuade  us  to  deviate  there- 
from, as  it,  word  for  word,  here  follows: 

1.  Unanimity  in  religion,  and  the  true  divine  wor- 
fliip,  is  the  fore  ft  bafis  of  a lawful,  concordant,  and  lia- 
ble government;  and  therefore  the  king,  and  all  the 
officers  and  iubjects  of  the  realm,  fhall,  hereafter  as  hi- 
therto, fir  ft  and  forernoft  be  addicted  to  the  pure  and 
evident  word  of  God,  as  it  is  revealed  in  the  Propheti- 
cal and  Apoftolic  Writings,  explained  in  the  Chriftian 
Symbols,  the  Catechifoi  of  Luther,  and  the  unvaried 
Confeffion  of  Augiburg,  and  confirmed  by  the  Council 
of  Upfala,  and  the  former  Decrees  and  Declarations  of 
the  States,  in  order  that  the  right  of  the  church  may 
be  (Lengthened,  but  without  any  prejudice  to  the  rights 
of  the  king,  of  the  crown,  or  of  the  whole  Swedifh 
people. 

o The  king  is  entitled  to  rule  his  realm  as  the  law  of 
Sweden  fays,  he  and  no  other,  to  fortify,  love  and  keep 
juftice  and  truth ; but  forbid,  abolifh,  and  deftroy  tin- 
xighteoufoefs  and  injury ; not  to  ruin  any  man  as  to  his 
life  and  honour,  body  or  welfare,  unlefs.  he  be  lawfully 
convicted  and  judged,  nor  to  diftrain,  or  fuller  to  be 
diftrained,.  from  any  man  his  goods,  moveable  and  im- 
moveable, without  lawful  trial  and  judgment,  and  to 
rule  the  kingdom  according  to  the  chapter  of  the  law 
concerning  the  king’s  prerogative,  the  Swedilh  law,  and 
this  form  of  government. 

3.  The  order  of  fuceqffion  to  the  crown  fobfifts  en- 
tirely as  it  is  eftablifbed  in  the  Act  of  Inheritance,  fet- 
tled 
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tied  at  Stockholm  Anno  Domini  1543,  in  conformity  f® 
the  like  Ad  of  Wefteras,  Anno  Domini  1544,  and  the 
Decree  of  Norr hoping,  Anno  .Domini  1604. 

4.  Next  to  the  king’s  majefty,  the  great  eh  refped 
hath  been  of  old,  and  fhaH  be  hereafter,  paid  to  the  fe- 
nators  of  the  realm;  and  them  the  creates  and  elects  of 
native  Swedifh  knighthood  and  nobility,  bound  to  his 
majefty  by  fidelity,  loyalty,  and  allegiance,;  and  though 
they  cannot  be  determined  to  a fixt  number,  bee  aide 
fo  many  may  be  con  hi  tilled  as  the  need  and  dignity  of 
the  kingdom  requires;  yet  they  ordinarily  ought  to  be 
ieventeen,  rnclufive  of  the  high  officers  of  the  realm, 
and  the  lord-lieutenant  of  Pomerania.  The  chief  care 
of  all  thefe  fliall  be  to  advife  his  majefty  in  all  the  im- 
portant affairs  and  concerns  of  the  kingdom,  whenever 
it  pleafeth  his  majefty  to  confult  them ; to  affert  all 
rights  of  the  realm,  to  advife  all  that  is  moft  advantage- 
ous for  him  and  for  the  kingdom,  after  the  beft  of  their 
judgment;  to  influence  the  ftates  and  the  people  to 
loyalty  and  willingnefs ; to  be  careful  of  the  right,  ma- 
jefty, independency,  advantage,  and  flourifliing  ftate  of 
the  king  and  the  realm;  and  thus,  according  to  what 
the  Decree  of  the  Diet  of  the  year  Id()2  fays,  advife,  as 
their  duty  demands,  but  not  rule.  For  the  reft,  the  fe- 
nators  are  bound  to  the  king  alone,  and  anfwerable  to 
him*  only  for  their  counfels ; yet  the  king  cannot  re- 
proach, or  impute  to  them  any  bad  fuccefs,  which  may 
happen  againft  their  fuffrages,  expectations,  thoughts, 
and  opinions,  formed  upon  good  reafons,  efpecially  if 
the  execution  of  good  counfels  does  not  reach  the  pro- 
pofed  aim,  by  the  fault  of  him  to  whom  it  is  enjoined 
and  commanded  to  perform  and  execute  them. 

5.  The  king  is  entitled  to  govern  and  rule,  fave  and 
protect  towns  and  countries,  and  all  the  rights  apper- 
taining to  him  and  to  the  crown,  according  to  the  law 
and  this  form  of  government. 


ft 


6.  Whereas 
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6.  Whereas  the  negotiations  of  peace,  truces,  and 
alliances  offenfive  and  defenfive,  feldom  bear  the  lead 
delay,  and  neceffarily  require  the  greateft  lecrecv,  his 
majefty  therefore  conlults  with  the  fenators  in  thole  im- 
portant matters,  and,  having  pondered  and  /mlledted 
their  fuffrages,  takes  fuch  meafures  and  expedients  as 
he  himfelf  thinks  to  be  the  bed  and  moll  ufeful  for  the 
kingdom ; yet  if,  in  thole  important  matters,  the  fenate 
fhould  prove  unanimous  in  an  opinion,  oppofite  to  his 
majefty's,  then  his  majefty  yields  to  their  fentiment; 
but  if  the  advices  fhould  prove  different,  then  his  ma- 
jefty decides,  and  approves  of  that  opinion  which  he 
himfelf  thinks  the  heft  and  moil  advantageous. 

7.  If  the  king  is  a foreigner,  he  may  not  go  out  of 
his  kingdom  without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the 
dates  of  the  realm ; but  if  he  is  a native  Swede,  then  he 
only  needs  to  communicate  his  refolution  to  the  fenate, 
and  perceive  its  advice,  in  the  manner  fet  down  in  the 
foregoing  6. 

8.  And  that  all  occurring  bufmefs  may  be  performed, 
by  his  majefty,  with  the  more  activity  and  order,  the 
affairs  are  to  be  divided  between  the  fenators  in  the 
manner  his  majefty  thinks  moft  ufeful  and  proper;  his 
majefty,  as  the  head  of  the  kingdom,  only  being  ac- 
countable to  God  and  the  country  for  his  ruling  it;  and 
in  all  thefe  affairs,  when  his  majefty  hath  collected  the 
opinions  of  the  fenators,  who  are  acquainted  with  thofe 
matters,  and  called  by  his  majefty  to  ponder  them,  his 
majefty  hath  the  deeiftve  voice ; yet  herefrom  fhali  be 
excepted  all  the  juridical  cafes  judged  at  the  King’s 
benches,  courts  martial,  or  any  othei  of  the  tribunals 
in  the  kingdom,  and  which  come  in  the  laft  in  fiance 
to  the  final  decifion  of  the  high  revifion  of  juft  ice,  which 
always  conftfts  of  feven  fenators,  that  have  been  em- 
ployed in  juridical  offices,  and  are  reputed  to  be  juft  and 
Skilled  in  the  law,  and  where  his  majefty  hiipfelf  here- 

alter. 


alter,  as  before,  is  prefent,  having  there  but  two 
voices,  and,  when  the  opinions  prove  even,  the  decifive 


vote. 

9-  It  appertains  to  the  king’s  majefty  alone  to  do  ads 
of  grace,  and  to  give  pardon,  to  reftore  honour,  life,  and 
goods,  in  all  crimes,  which  are  not  evidently  contrary 
to  the  holy  word  of  God. 


10.  All  the  higher  offices,  from  lieutenant-colonel  to 
field-marfiial,  both  mclufive,  and  all  their  equals  in  the 
ceclefuiftical  and  civil  order,  are  in  the  king's  gift,  in 
the  fitting  of  the  fen  ate,  after  the  following  wife:— 
When  a place  is  vacant,  the  feuators  ought  to  take  no- 
tice of  the  capacity  and  merits  of  all  pencils  that  fue 
for  Inch  places,  and  who  may  come  into  confideration, 
and  make  report  thereof  to  his  majefty;  and  his  majefty 
having  in  the  fen  ate  indicated  the  perfon  who  is  come 
in  his  gracious  remembrance  to  be  advanced  to  the  fame 
place,  the  fenators  give  their  coiffiderations  thereupon 
in  the  protocol,  but  without  any  further  votation.  To 
all  other  employments  the  colleges,  and  other  perfons 


concerned,  propofe  to  his  majefty  three  perfons  of  the 
moft  Hilled,  worthieft,  and  heft  qualified  for  the  vacant 
place,  that  are  to  be  found ; on  which  occafion,  feme- 
body  or- other  of  merit,  befides  thofe  of  the  college,  may 
be  remembered;  and  all  others  that  feek  for  the  prefer- 
ment, and  are  competent,  may  be  named.  In  the  re- 
giments, the  propolal  to  the  vacant  poft  is  to  be  made 
according  to  the  ftatute  of  king  Charles  XII.  of  the  6th 
November  1716.  If,  in  the  propofing,  any  man  fhould 
dc  found  to  be  injured,  and  without  reafon  negledted, 
the  refpective  perfons  concerned  fhall  be  accountable 


for  it.  Out  of  the  foliciting  perfons  his  majefty  chufeth 
him  that  he  thinks  the  moft  qualified.  But  all  the  other 
lower  offices,  of  which  the  colleges,  chapters,  and  colo- 
nels of  the  regiments,  as  well  as  other  bodies,  before 
the  year  1080,  have  been  u fed  to  dilpofe,  may  he  now 

and 
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Find  hereafter  in  their  particular  gift.  Foreigners,  being 
princes  or  other  perfons,  may  not  hereafter  be  employ- 
ed in  the  commifiions  of  the  crown,  neither  in  the  ci- 
vil nor  military  hate,  except  in  his  majefty’s  court,  if 
they  be  not  by  eminent  and  great  qualities  able  to  do  fig- 
nal  honour  and  notable  fervice  to  the  kingdom.  To  all 
thefe  places  ability  and  experience  fliall only  open  the  way, 
without  any  regard  to  favour  or  birth,  when  they  are  not 
accompanied  with  merit.  The  election  of  the  arch-biffiop, 
bifhops,  and  fuperintendants,  fliall  proceed  after  the 
•former  cuftom,  and  his  majefty  alone  nominates  one  of 
the  three  who  are  pro'pofed  to  him  by  the  perfons  con- 
cerned. The  preferment  of  the  palters  of  parifhes  fhall 
be  entirely  according  to  the  form  of  government  of  the 
year  17*20,  and  die  other  ftatutes  concerning  thefe  af- 
fairs  enabled  after  that  time. 

11.  The  kinn  is  alone  is  entitled  to  ennoble  thofe  that 

O 

bv  loyalty,  virtue,  valour,  learning,  arid  experience,  have 
made  themfelves  well  deferving  of  the  king  and  the 
country;  but  whereas  there  is  a great  multitude  of  no- 
blemen in  Swedqn,  his  Majefty  vouchfafes  to  reftrain 
this  number  to  one  hundred  and  fifty:  and  the  order  of 
nobles  may  not  deny  introduction  to  thefe  one  hundred 
and  fifty  new  families  : likewife  the  nobility  may  not 
deny  introduction  to  the  noblemen  his  majefty  will  cre- 
ate counts  or  barons,  and  who  by  great  and  eminent 
merits  have  deferved  it. 

12.  All  affairs,  here  above  not  excepted,  are  to  be  re- 
ported to  his  majefty  in  his  cabinet;  or  in  one  of  the 
divifions  in  the  fenate,  when  his  majefty  thinks  it  more 
proper;  or,  if -his  majefty  fhould  be  pleated,  to  ad  vile 
with  a greater  number  of  fenators ; but  in  that  cafe 
they  fhall  always  deemed  to  have  been  propofed  in  the 
cabinet. 

13.  The  realm  being  large,  and  the  affairs' many,  and 
-of  greater  importance  than  that  the  king  alone  cap  be 
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able  to  examine  and  clear  them  alb  he  needs  officers 
and  governors  to  affift  him. 

14.  For  the  diligent  attendance,  perform aiice,  and 
expedition  of  the  affairs,  certain  colleges  are  inftituted, 
who,  like  the  arms  of  the  body,  extend  their  care  to  all 
that  is  to  be  done  and  executed  in  the  kingdom.  They 
have  right  and  power,  every  one  in  their  functions,  in 
the  name  of  the  king,  and  in  what  relates  to  their 
charges  and  office,  to  command  the  officers  under  them, 
and  to  keep  them  who  are  under  their  care  and  direc- 
tion, to  the  performance  of  their  duty,  to  demand  ac- 
count of  their  expeditions,  and  to  give  his  majefty  all 
neceffary  and  defired  notice,  as  well  of  thofe  as  their 
own  bufinefs. 

15.  In  the  King’s  Bench,  which  is  the  king’s  highefl 
court  of  judicature,  is  to  be  one  prefident,  who  by  learn- 
ing and  ikill  in  the  law,  has  made  himfelf  a qualified 
judge;  and  has,  for  his  affiftants,  one  vice-prefident,  and 
the  ufual  counfellors  and  affeffors  of  the  King’s  Bench* 
Thefe  high  tribunals,  every  one  in  their  place,  have  in- 
fpebtion  and  care  that  jultice  may  be  accountably  and 
well  ad  mi  mitered,  according  to  law  and  eilabliffied  fta- 
tutes;  which,  without  misinterpreting,  muft  be  obferv- 
ed  and  kept  in  the  judgements  after  the  true  and  literal 
fenle;  infomuch,  that  the  courts  of  King’s  Bench,  with- 
out profit,  felf-mtereft,  or  other  confederations^  do  jufV 
tice  to  every  body,  as  they  ffiall  be  anfwerable  before 
God  and  the  king,  left  unrighteoufnefs  might  ruin  the 
land  and  the  kingdom.  A nobleman  may  never,  in  ar- 
raignments of  capital  caufes,  be  judged  in  any  other 
court  than  that  of  the  King’s  Bench,  entirely  as  the  pri- 
vileges and  ftatute  relating  to  law-fuits  of  the  year  1615 
prefcribes  and  commands;  yet  the  trial  may  be  made 
in  loco , and  no  other  criminal  cafes  than  thofe  touching 
life  and  honour  be  brought  thither.  It  appertains  like- 
wife  to  the  King’s  Bench  to  have  a narrow  infpebfion 

over 
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over  the  inferior  judges  in  the  cities  and  country,  as 
Well  as  executors;  and  when  any  thing  is  done  by  them 
out  of  imprudence,  blundering,  or  avarice,  they  rauft 
immediately  be  fued,  judged,  and  punifhed  as  the  cafe 
requires;  but  if  any  of  them  fhould  be  con  v idled  of  hav- 
ing wilfully,  out  of  hatred,  malignity,  or  for  bribes, 
wronged  the  juftice,  and  thus  wounded  his  confidence, 
and  damaged  his  fellow-fubjebf  on  his  life,  honour,  and 
welfare,  inch  a one  (hall -not  be  pnniflied  with  fines,  or 
removal  from  his  place,  but  withlofs  of  his  life  and  ho- 
nour, and  according  to  the  cafe,  pay  for  his  malice  and 
mi  fchievoufnefs,  entirely  after  the  Swedifh  law.  IN  or 
may  fuch  mifdemeanors  be  hufhed  up  or  countenanced 
by  indulgence  or  imfeafonable  mercy,  left,  in  ib  grave 
matters,  others  may  be  induced  to  a licentious  abufe 
of  juftice,  when  they  perceive,  that  upon  the  offence, 
forfeiture  and  damage,  due  cenfure  and  well-deferved 
punifhment  does  not  follow.  On  the  contrary,  they 
who,  out  of  malice,  rafhnefs,  and  revenge,  fall  upon  the 
judges  and  executors  of  the  law,  in  the  performance  of 
their  offices,  with  calumnious,  flandering,  and  injurious 
words  and  writings,  without  being  able  fully  to  prove 
what  they  have  charged  them  with,  (hall  be  immediately 
and  feverely  punifhed,  as  every  particular  cafe  may  re- 
quire; in  order  that  inconfiderate,  malicious,  and  mil- 
chievous  perfons  may  take  warning  thereat  : but  no- 
body, whofoever  he  is,  fliail  be  for  a long  while  kept  in 
prifon  without  being  put  to  a trial  and  judgement. 
And,  in  order  that  need  and  diftrefs  may  not  give  the 
judge  an  occafion  and  pretence  to  abufe  his  office,  the 
lawman's-) udge  and  feffion-money,  granted  by  the  pea- 
fan  try  to  the  maintenance  of  their  judges,  ffiall  be  kept 
untouched,  and  employed  to  its  due  end,  and  the  pay 
of  the  judges,  after  the  annual  lift,  exactly  according  to 
the  affurance  of  KingGuftavus  Adolphus,  of  bleffcd  me- 
mory, in  the  year  lfjll*  The  king’s  attornies  and  fer- 

j cants 
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j cants  at  law  may  not  exercife  their  offices  to  the  in- 
jury of  others,  and  promoting  their  own  felf-intereftr 
and  if  this  iliculd  happen,  they  (hall  be  accountable  for 
it  according  to  law;  of  which  the  chancellor  of  juftice 
fliall  have  a narrow  infpehtion : his  incumbent  duty  it 
is  like  wife  to  fee  how  the  law  and  the  ordinances  are 
obeyed,  and  give  an  account  thereof  to  his  majefty.  The 
above-mentioned  King’s  Benches  fliall  hereafter,  as  hi- 
therto, be  three.  The  ffift  at  Stockholm,  whereto  ap- 
pertains the  whole  kingdom  of  Sweden,  properly  lb 
called  in  the  old  law  : the  fecond  is  always  at  ion  hoping, 
whereto  belongs  the  whole  kingdom  of  Gothia  ; and  the 
third  has  its  feat  at  Abo,  to  Which  the  Great  Duchy  of 
Finland  relbrts. 

16.  All  commiffions,  deputations  with  jurifdkTion,  or 
extraordinary  tribunals,  either  eftablifhed  by  the  king  or 
the  ftates,  fliall  he  hereafter  abolifhed,  as  hteing  the 
means  to  further  fovereignty  or  tyranny ; and  every 
Swediffi  man  fliall  enjoy  the  right  to  be  judged  by  that 
court  to  which  he  belongs,  after  the  law  of  Sweden  : 
but  if  it  fhould  happen,  that  any  of  ib  high  a birth,  or 
the  fenators,  or  a whole  college,  fliould  prove  guilty  of 
fo  high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors,  that  it  concerns  the 
Ting,  the  realm,  or  the  majefty  of  the  crown,  and  that 
the  criminal  could  not  be  judged  neither  by  the  King’s 
Bench,  nor  by  the  fenate,  then  a tribunal  of  the  realm 
fliall  be  confti tuted,  where  the  king  fliall  be  prefent,  or 
in  his  place  the  prince  royal  fliall  prefide,  or  the  firft  of 
the  hereditary  princes,  or  the  eldeft  fenator;  and  whofe 
members  are  to  be  all  the  fenators,  the  fiekl-marfhal,  all 
the  prefidents  of  the  royal  colleges,  four  of  the  eldeft 
counfellors  of  the  three  King’s  Benches,  one  general, 
two  of  the  eldeft  lieutenant-generals,  two  of  the  eldeft 


major-generals,  the  eldeft  admiral,  the  two  eldeft  vice- 
admirals,  the  two  eldeft  rear-admirals,  the  chancellor  of 
the  court,  and  the  three  fecrotaries  of  bate;  the  chancel- 
lor 
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lerof  juftice  is  always  folicitor ; and  the  eldeft  fecretary  of 
revifion  (hall  keep  the  minutes.  This  tribunal  is  inti  tied, 
the  trial  pad,  to  publilh  the  judgement  with  the  doors 
open,  and  nobody  may  afterwards  have  power  to  alter 
it,  and  much  lefs  to  make  it  more  fevere:  his  majefty 
not  deprived  of  his  prerogative  to  pardon. 

17.  Next  to  the  King’s  Benches  follows  the  Military 
College,  where  now,  as  before,  is  to  be  a prefident,  the 
mailer  of  ordnance,  the  quarter-maiter-general,  and  the 
wonted  counfellors  of  war,  who  mull  be  well  ufed  to 
accounts,  and  are  efpeeially  to  be  taken  out  of  thofe 
that  are  (killed  in  matters  of  war.  This  college  has  im> 
fpedlion  and  care  of  the  land  army  in  the  kingdom,  the 
artillery,  ufed  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  fortreffes,  the 
body  of  fortification,  guns,  factories,  weapons,  ammuni- 
tions, and  what  belongs  thereunto,  the  condition  of  the 
fortreffes,  efpeeially  at  the  frontiers,  caftles,  and  build- 
ing for  the  war,  the  levying,  enlifting,  and  reviewing  of 
foldiers ; and  fo  further,  according  to  the  inftruClions, 
ordinances,  and  royal  writs,  as  are  already,  or  may  here- 
after be  blued . 

18.  The  w7hole  land  army  and  navy  of  the  kingdom, 
with  the  high  and  low'  commanders  thereof,  ihall  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  and  allegiance  to  his  majefty,  the 
realm,  and  the  dates,  according  to  the  eftabliftied  form. 
The  army  of  horfe  and  foot,  as  well  as  the  mariners, 
continues,  as  it  is  appointed,  according  to  the  (auc- 
tion, called  Indelnings-Werk,  and  is  to  be  maintained 
by  the  contracts  made  with  the  peafantry  and  the  towns, 
which  are  to  be  narrowly  performed,  obeyed,  and  kept, 
until  his  majefty,  with  the  dates,  (hall  find  it  necelfary 
to  alter  them  in  any  way. 

IQ.  No  colonel,  or  any  other  of  the  military  com- 
manders, may,  without  his  maj city’s  own  order,  fum- 
mon  any  home-fent  troops  to  afie  ruble,  excepted  the 
ufual  rendezvous  of  the  regiments,  unlefs  in  cafe  of  an 

z unex- 


VOL.  IV. 


A ! ? E K n I x, 


V 


uaespetSied  invahaxi  of  the  enemies  of  the  kingdom  * 
which  Hi  all  then  be  inf&mtly  reported  to  Ins  majefty  \ 
the  chief  command  belonging  to  him  alone  over  his 
whole  armv  and  navy,  as  it  has  always  been  tifhaf  in 

•c/  <t/  * 

former,  and  for  the  country  the  molt  ftouriffimg  and 
happy  times, 

*200  The  third  college  of  the  realm  is  the  Board  of 
Admiralty,  wherein  is  to  be  a president,  and  the  mem- 
bers are  to  be  ail  the  admirals  and  flag-officers  prefent ; 
hnl  tor  the  better  managing  of  fchefe  affairs,  in  his  naa- 
jefty  s council  there  dial  I -be:  at  leaft  one  fenator  who 
hath  fcrved  in  the  navy,  and  is  experienced  in  the  ma- 
rine. This  college  has  the  infpe&ion  and  care  of  the 
navy  of  the  realm,  with  all  things  thereto  belonging,  as 
well  the  building  of  the  (hips,  their  equipping  and  fur- 
libbing  with  guns,  as  the  victualling,  the  railing  of  the 
marines,  the  company  of  divers,  the  piiotry , and  all 
other  bufinefs  thereto  belonging,  according  to  the  in- 
if  rations,  royal  writs,  and  ordinances,  as  are  already, 
or  may  hereafter  be  blued. 

21.  The  fourth  college  is  the  Chancery  of  the  Realm, 
where  one  of  the  fenators  always  is  prefident,  having,  as 
members,  one  or  more  of  the  fenators,  one  chancellor 
of  the  court,  the  fecretaries  of  Hate,  and  the  ufaal  cotin- 
feliors  of  chancery.  fn  this  college,/ all  the  ftatutes,  or- 
dinances, and  receffes,  concerning  the  kingdom  in  ge- 
neral, and  the  privileges  of  particular  towns  and  per- 
forms, are  framed  and  penned,  efpecialiy  commiffions  for 
places,  edicts,  writs,  and  warrants : hereto  belotn?  like- 
wife  all  the  records  and  rolls  of  the  diets  and  other  af- 


femblies,  alliances  with  foreign  powers,  treaties  of  peace 
with  enemies,  the  due  difpatching  of  envoys,  all  the 
counfek  the  king  ordinarily  takes  from  the  fenators,  or 
feme  of  them,  and  the  records  thereof,  as  well  as  all 
what  is  i tided  under  his  majeffyks  name  and  feah  This 
college  has  likewife  the  neceffary  care  for  the  Poll- of- 
fices 
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fiees  in  the  whole  kingdom  and  the  adjacent  provinces, 
in  order  that  they,  under  the  infpeblion  of  tne  chief  di- 
rector, may  be  duly  administered.  The  Secretaries  of 
State  are  to  take  particular  care  that  the  resolutions,  ac- 
cording to  his  majedy’s  decision,  and  in  conformity 
with  the  records,  may  be  readily  and  Speedily,  duly,  and 
in  good  order,  illued,  without  the  lead  negledt,  in  what 
view  Soever  it  might  be.  Should  any  perfon  prove  So  rath 
as  to  blue  a warrant,  contrary  to  his  majedy’s  decision, 
and  therewith  endeavour  to  Surprize  his  majedy{which  in 
Such  a multitude  of  expeditions,  eadly  might  happen) 
the  fame  perfon  Shall,  after  trial  and  lawful  judgement, 
be  removed  from  his  place,  and  punifhed  as  the  crime 
deferves.  Nor  Shall,  therefore,  any  warrant  be  here- 
after, more  than  hitherto,  obeyed  and  executed,  with- 
out due  counterfi gnation,  except  in  military  adairs. 
This  college  is  belides  to  follow  the  ordinance  of  the 
■chancery,  the  indrucdions,  writs,  and  royal  datutes, 
which  are  already,  or  may  hereafter  he  ihued. 

22.  His  majedy  denominates  in  the  Senate,  but  with- 
out voting,  the  prefident  of  the  chancery,  the  counsel- 
lors of  chancery  that  are  Senators,  the  chancellor  of  the 
court,  the  chancellor  of  juftice,  the  Secretaries  of  date, 
the  counfellors  of  chancery,  as  well  as  the  Secretaries  of 
expeditions,  and  chufes  them  to  whom  his  majedy  has 
the  bed  trad.  In  the  fame  manner  his  majedy  d envoys 
to  foreign  courts  are  to  be  constituted. 

23.  The  fifth  college  of  the  realm  is  the  College  of 
the  Chamber,  which  has  a prefident  and  the  ufual 
counfellors  of  the  chambers.  There  all  who  have  any 
budnefs  with  the  income  and  expences  of  the  king  and 
crown,  are  to  receive  their  order  and  give  their  accounts 
according  to  the  instructions,  writs,  and  ordinances,  hi- 
therto idued,  or  which  may  hereafter  he  enabled.  The 
care  and  endeavour  of  this  college  Shall  be  to  fee  that 


vMG 


APPEND  I 'ki 


the  rents  and  taxes  be  duly  and  feafonably  gathered  and 
increafed,  the  ground  well  cultivated  and  improved  bv 
a good  tillage  and  hufbandry,  in  order  that  the  Regalia 
Fifd  may  not  be  neglected,  forfeited  and  purloined ; but 
thefubftance  of  the  real  m by  all  means  amended,  adapt- 
ed to  the  expenees,  kept  in  order,  and  in  due  time  re- 
ceived, io  that  the  public  credit  may  not  be  loft ; but 
that  his  majefty,  in  cafe  of  need,  can  depend  upon  aid 
and  afftftance  as  well  within  the  kingdom  as  abroad. 
The  great  cuftom-houfe,  With  its  receipt  and  accounts, 
as  well  as  the  petty  land-tolls  and  the  excife,  appertain 
like  wife,  under  the  mfpecTion  of  a chief  director,  to  the 
care  of  the  college  of  the  chamber,  where  commiffions 
are  to  be  given  to  the  relpective  cuftom-houfe  officers 
and  gatherers,  and  due  fecurity  for  his  majefty  to  be 
obferved. 

24.  In  the  Exchequer  is  to  be  a prefident  and  the 
umal  commillioners  of  the  exchequer.  Hereunto  be- 
longs the  difpofition  and  diftribution  of  the  caffi  of  the 
crown;  and  here  like  wife  every  one  that  handles  the 
king’s  money,  in  due  time  ought  to  come  in  with  their 
accounts  (Foerihig)  according  to  what  their  inftrudtions 
ordain.  The  eitimates  miift  alfo  in  due  time  every  year 
be  fettled,  and  thereby  the  eftabliffiment,  or  lift  of  the 
year  1696,  be  the  bails  and  rule;  and  care  be  taken, 
that  the  officers  may  be  paid  out  of  the  incomes  and 
coffers  of  the  crown.  But  the  aforefaid  lift  may  not  be 
exceeded  or  augmented,  fliould  not  the  unavoidable 
lervice  and  intereft  of  the  king  and  the  kingdom 
require  it.  In  the  lift  lb all  not  only  fubfift  the 
determined  fum  for  his  majefty’s  privy  purfe,  which 
always  is  left  to  his  majefty’s  particular  will  and  difpo- 
fition, but  alfo  a fum  annually  to  be  appropriated  to  ex- 
traordinary iftues,  and  managed  after  his  majefty’s  un- 
der-written and  counterfigned  order:  the  whole,  accord- 
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irig  to  the  inftrn&ions,  writs,  and  ordinances/  as  are  al- 
ready, or  may  hereafter  be  enacted. 

25.  His  majefty  denominates  in  the  fen  ate,  but  with- 
out votings  the  prefident  and  the  comm  iihoners  of  the 
Exchequer,  out  of  fuch  perfons  as,  by  feithfulneis  and 
{kill  in  this  into  retting  matter,  have  proved  them  fe!  yes 
worthy  of  his  majefty’s  truth 

26.  The  college  of  the  Mines  fh  all  like  wife  have  a pre- 
fident and  the  ufual  counfellors  and  affeflors;  all  inch 
perfons,  who  by  learning  and  experience  have  made 
themfelves  qualified  to  be  officers  oi  judicature,  and  alfo 
have  acquired  a folid  knowledge  in  metallurgic  matters, 
and  all  the  fciences  thereto  belonging.  This  college  lias 
infpeCtion  and  care  of  all  what  concerns  the  rife  and  im- 
provement of  the  mines  and  forges. 

27.  The  College  of  Commerce  has  alfo  a prefident,  the 
ufual  counfellor§,  affeffors  and  commifhoners,  who  have 
a confummate  knowledge  in  the  matters  of  commerce 
and  trade.  It  is  the  incumbent  duty  of  this  college  to 
take  care  that  the  commerce  may  prof  per  and  in  create, 
that  the  manufactures  may  be  fupported,  the  work-houfes 
well  regulated  and  maintained,  and  duty  (Licent)  por- 
tory,  cufto  111-ordinances  and  taxes  obferved ; over  and 
above  what  inftmefions,  writs,  and  ftatutes,  as  are  at 
prefent  prefcribed,  or  hereafter  fh all  be  ordained. 

28.  TJie  Revifion  of  the  Chamber  miift  likewife  have 
a prefident,  who,  with  the  ufual  members,  takes  care, 
not  only  that  all  juridical  affairs,  there  depending,  may 
be  lawfully  judged  and  executed  by  the  ferjeants  at  law, 
but  alfo  that  the  annual  accounts  of  the  crown,  without 
any  delay,  from  that  very  time  they  are  lent  to  the  Royal 
College  of  the  Chamber,  and  the  Revifion  of  the  Cham- 
ber takes  notice  thereof,  may  be  furveyed,  explained, 
elaborated,  and  finally  decided  ; all  according  to  the  in- 
ft  ructions,  writs,  and  ordinances,  which  are  already,  or 
may  hereafter  be  iffued. 
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£9-  The  Lord  High  Steward  of  the  Realm  is  one  of 
the  fenators,  in  wliofe  infpeclion  his  majefty’s  court,  pa- 
lace, and  houfehold  are,  and  who  rules,  keeps,  and  takes 
care  of  his  table  and  fervants  of  the  court,  with  all  what 
thereto  belongs. 

30.  His  Majefty’s  Court  and  Houfehold  is  to  be  at 
his  own  peculiar  difpofition ; his  majefty  alone  being 
able  to  alter,  change,  and  reform  whatever  he  fhould  find 
neceflary. 

31.  The  grand  governor  (Ofver-Stathallare)  of  Stock- 
holm, the  captain-lieutenant,  lieutenant  and  quarter- 
m after  of  the  lifeguard-men,  the  colonel  and  lieutenant- 


colonel  of  the  foot-guard,  and  alfo  the  colonel  of  the 
horfe-guard,  the  colonel  of  the  life  dragoons,  the  colo- 
nel and  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  artillery,  the  general- 
adjutants  and  the  coipmandants  of  the  frontier  towns,  are 
all  charges  of  truft,  which  his  majefty  grants  or  recalls  in 
fitting  fenate,  yet  without  voting. 

32.  All  the  colleges  are  bound  to  aftift  each  other  in 
all  what  can  be  conducive  to  the  good  and  emolument 
of  the  king  and  the  kingdom,  whenever  it  fhall  be  re- 
quired and  neceflary  : yet  one  college  mult  not  encroach 
or  do  any  hindrance  and  prejudice  to  the  other ; but 
each  attend  to  its  bufinefs  with  due  activity,  care,  fedu- 
lity,  faith,  and  prudence.  The  prefidents,  when  thev  are 
p re  lent  in  their  colleges,  enjoy  their  due  power  and  au- 
thority; but  when  they  are  abfent  in  the  king’s,  or  their 
own  private  affairs,  although  they  then  keep  the  title 
and  honour  due  to  their  quality,  yet  they  cannot  order, 
dilpofe,  and  command  any  thing  that  belongs  to  the 
charge  of  prefidents,  till  they  (hail  return  and  be  feated 
in  their  regular  iuntftion.  During  their  abfence,  the  el- 
deft  member  of  the  college  performs,  with  equal  right, 
authority,  and  effecft,  all  what  is  adherent  to  the  charge, 
i he  colleges  are  accountable  to  the  king  for  their  beha- 
viour 
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vionr  when  he  requires,  and  ihallanfwer  nobody  bat -him 

alone  for  their  ad  mi  nift  ration. 

53*  The'regency  of  the  provinces  is  ellalAfhecf  in  cei- 
tain  governments  juft  as  they  now  are  coailituU'd; 
hat  there  never,  for  the  future,  {hall  he  any  geneiaFgo- 
vernor  in  this  realm,  if  not  on  a very  peculiar  emer- 
gency, and  then  for  a fhort  time:  alfo  {hall  there  no  ap- 
panage, province,  or  government  fee  heft  owed;  hot  the 

provinces  {hall  be  divided  in  the  lame  governments  they 
now,  according  to  the  Form  of  Regency  de  Anno  1720, 

adtaally  are, 

34.  The  prince  heir  apparent  to  the  crown  of  Sweden, 
and  alfo  the  princes  ol  the  royal  Swedith  blood,  cannot 
have  any  appanage,  or  genemhgovernment,  but  mult 
depend  upon  inch  annual  allowance  that  can  he  allotted 
them  from  the  Exchequer,  which  meprey,  for  the  heredi- 
tary princes,  nrnft  not  he  lefs  than  one  hundred  tlrtxijfand 
dollars  S.  mt.*  from  the  day  they  ihall  he . declared  at 
age,  which  is  at  twenty-one  years.  The  princes  at  the 
Swedifh  blood,  who  are  more  diftant  irom  the  crown, 
ihall  have  inch  an  annual  penixon  tor  then*  maintenance, 
8ls  can  be  convenient  and  fujtable  tot  their  birth,  h et 
they  can  be  diftinguilhed  with  the  titles  ot  duchies, 
as  in  old  times  has  been  in  foihion  3 but  without  any 
right  to  thofe  provinces  whole  name  they  bear,  which 
always  ill  all  be  incorporated  under  one  head  and  ruler, 
without  any  diminution  or  reparation, 

35.  Concerning  the  fuftenance  of  the  prince,  royal, 
who  always  is  the  reigning  king  his  deleft  fon,  or  grand- 
fop  in  a hired  defending  line,  it  ixraft  be  bellowed  m 
the'  fame  manner  as  eftablilhed  for  the  late  king  Adol- 
phus Frederiehus  his  fords,  our  now  reigning  molt  gra- 
cious kind’s  Guftavus’s  the  III.  annual  maintenance. 


* About  £.4,166. 
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And  w hen  ne  is  come  to  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  h@ 
ihall  be  admitted  into  the  council  of  the  king. 

06.  No  pi i nee  ot  tne  Swedifli  bloody  although  he  mav 
be  pi i nee  loyal,  ni  hereditary  prince,  or  ot  a more  d i 14 
tant  line,  may  marry  without  the  king’s  knowledge  and 
content.  In  the  cafe  any  one  thou  Id  contravene,  he 
fhall  be  judged  after  the  Swedifli  law,  and  the  children 
be  difmherited. 


3/.  The  king  being  tick,  or  anient  upon  a long  jour- 
ney, then  the  regency  is  to  be  adminiftered  by  thofe  of 
the  fenate,  whom  the  king  has  denominated  for  that  pur- 
pofe;  but  if  the  king  fhould  fall  fick  fo  fuddenly,  that 
he  cannot  give  any  orders  how  the  affairs  of  the  realm 
/ fhould  be  managed,  then  all  the  warrants  and  decrees 
are  to  be  figned  by  the  four  eldeft  fenators  and  the  pre- 
ndent  or  the  chancery : thefe  five  together  are  to  exer- 
cife  the  royal  power  in  all  affairs  that  require  a quick 
dilpatch ; but  they  are  not  entitled  to  denomination  of 
employments,  nor  to  conclude  alliances,  before  the  king 
being  fo  reffcored  to  health,  that  he  himfelf  can  take  in 
hands  the  affairs  of  government;  and  then  thefe  fhall 
be  accountable  to  the  king  how  b.ufinefs  has  been  dif- 
patched,  But  il  the  king  dies,  and  the  prince  royal  is  ' 
under  age,  then  the  government  of  the  realm  is  to  be 
adminiftered  in  the  manner  above-mentioned,  unlefs  that 
the  late  king  had  made  any  teftamentary  difpofition ; 
in  which  cafe  it  fhall  be  according  to  the  king's  faid 
t eft  ament. 


38.  Hie  hates  of  the  realm  muff  not  fail  to  convene, 
when  Called  by  the  king,  on  time  and  place  indicated, 
tneie  to  confultwith  his  majefty  on  fuel}  affairs,  where- 
about his  majefty  defires  their  meeting.  Nobody  elfe 
but  the  king  alone  fhall  have  the  power  to  call  the  dates 
to  a public  diet,  except  in  the  minority  of  the  king ; then 
the  tutors*  exercife-  this  power.  But  if  the  crown 
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ihould  happen  to  be  vacant  bv  the  extinction  of  the 
whole  royal  family  on  the  male  fide  (for  which  lad  event 
the  gracious  God  beware!)  then  the  ftates  of  the  king- 
dom are  bound,  without  any  convocation,  on  the  30th 
day  after  the  death  of  the  king,  of  themfelves  to  meet 
at  Stockholm,  according  to  our  abt  of  convention,  de 
dato  Junii  03d,  1743;  which  act  alfo  expreffes  the  pe- 
naltv  on  wholoever  in  that  cafe  lhould  endeavour,  with 
practices  and  confpiracies,  to  encroach  upon  the  free 
election  of  the  ftates.  In  that  unhappy  event,  it  is  in- 
cumbent on  the  wardens  of  the  houfc  of  nobles,  the 
chapter  of  Upfala,  and  the  court  of  magifi rates  at 
Stockholm,  inftantly  to  publifh  it,  in  all  the  provinces* 
for  the  knowledge  of  all  who  are  concerned;  and 
whereas  the  provincial  governors  then  are  obliged,  each 
in  his  territory,  to  make  known  the  demife  of  the  king; 
to  all  the  inhabitants,  it  js  expected,  that  fo  many  will 
be  prefent  before  the  appointed  time,  that  they  may  be 
able  to  fave  and  defend  the  liberty  of  the  country,  and 
a new  fuccefior  to  the  crown  he  cholera. 

39-  The  ftates  of  the  kingdom  are  bound,  with  faith- 
ful concern,  to  leave  intemerate  all  the  royal  prero- 
gatives, after  the  dictates  of  the  Swedifh  law,  fo  that 
they  fhall  be  kept  in  their  full  vigour  and  ftrength,  in 
order  that  all  what  in  fuch  manner  appertains  to  the 
royal  authority  fhall  he  zealoufly  and  carefully  main- 
tained, defended,  and  ftrengthened ; wherefore,  nothing 
of  thefe  fundamental  laws  is  to  he  reformed,  augmented 
or  diminifhed,  without  the  concert  and  agreement  of 
the  king,  on  purpofe  that  no  unlawfulnefs  might  ren- 
der invalid  the  enabled  law,  or  the  liberty  of  the  {'ob- 


jects, together  with  the  king’s  rights,  be  invaded  and 
fubdued  ; but  each  be  in  pofiefiion  of  his  due  rights  and 
privileges:  to  that  end  all  the  ftatutcs,  from  the  year 
iGSO  till  this  prefent  time,  which  have  been  confide  red 
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as  fundamental  laws,  in  virtue  of  this  fhall  be  abrogated 
and  rejected. 

40.  The  king  flia.ll  have  no  power  to  make  new  laws 
without  the  knowledge  and  alien!  of  the  ftates,  bot  abro- 
gate an  old  one  received  formerly, 

41  > The  ftates  {hall  have  no  power  to  abrogate  old 
laws,  nor  to  make  new  ones,  without  the  king's  confer)! 
and  approbation, 

4*2.  When  a new  law  is  to  he  fettled,  the  following 
method  (hall  be  obferved  : if  the  dates  of  the  realm  wilh 
for  a new  ftatute,  then  they  are  to  confult  among  them- 
felves,  and  after  they  are  come  to  agreement,  the  pro- 
ject is  to  be  preferred  to  his  majefty  by  their  four 
Speakers,  for  to  perceive  the  king's  fentiment.  His  ma- 
jefty thereupon  albs  the  advice  of  the  fenate  ; and  when 
lie  ftim-felf  has  pondered  it,  and  fixed  his  refolution,  he 
calls  the  ftates  to  public  meeting  in  the  Great-hall 
(Riks-Salen),  and  gives  them,  in  a fhort  fpeech,  hi^ 
' con  fen  t and  agreement,  or  elfe  the  reafons  for  his  refufaL 
But  if  the  king  fhould  propofe  a new  law,  he  is  at  fir  ft 
to  communicate  it  to  the  fenate;  and  when  the  fenators 
have  given  their  advice  to  the  protocol,  the  whole  matter 
is  to  be  delivered  to  the  ftates,  who,  after  having  con- 
sulted, and  come  to  an  agreement  amongft  themfelves, 
afk  for  a day  to  prefent,  their  content  to  his  majefty 
in  the  Great-hall:  but  if  it  happens  to  be  a refufaft 
then  they  deliver  their  reafons  for  it  in  writing  by  then: 
four  fpeakers. 

43.  If  there  ihould  be  raifed  feme  new  queftiog 
about  the  true  meaning  of  the  law,  as  in  former  times 
frequently  has  happened,  then  it  (hall  be  decided  in 
the  fame  manner  as  in  the  4 2d  article  here  above  is 
enabled* 

44.  Although  it  always  is  an  appurtenance  to  the 
crown  to  coin  money,  yet  the  ftates  have  referved  them- 
felves,  when  any  railing  or  debating  of  the  ftandard,  or 
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intrinfic  value,  fhould  be  dedgned  or  undertaken,  that 
Inch  a reformation  fhall  not  come  to  pais  without  their 
knowledge  and  agreement. 

45.  The  king  is  to  defend  and  fave  the  country, 
particularly  from  foreign  and  hodile  invafion;  but  he 
cannot  againft  the  tenor  oi  the  law,  his  royal  oath  and 
affuranee,  levy  any  aids  for  war,  new  taxes,  enrolling 
of  men,  or  other  duties,  without  the  knowledge  of  the 
hates,  and  their  free  will  and  content;  yet,  that  unhappy, 
cafe  excepted,  when  the  kingdom  fhould  be  attacked 
by  an  army,  then  his  majedy  has  power  to  take  fuch 
meafures,  for  the  fecurity  of  the  realm,  as  he  fhall 
judge  convenient  for  the  good  of  his  1 abject s ; but  as 
foon  as  the  war  is  finithed,  the  dates  muft  he  called,  and 
the  new  taxes  in  behalf  of  the  war  quite  abolifhed. 

46.  The  affemblies  of  the  dates  are  not  to  fubdft 
longer  than  at  mod  three  months  : and  in  order  to  avoid 
that  the  country  being  aggrieved  by  the  expences  of 
long  diets,  as  has  happened  heretofore,  the  king  is  em- 
powered, after  that  time,  to  diffolve  the  alTembly,  and 
fend  away  the  deputies  each  to  his  own  home;  and  if, 
in  the  like  occafion,  no  new  fubfidies  were  granted,  the 
old  ones  then  are  to  fuhdd. 

47.  The  dates  are  inti  tied  to  denominate  and  chafe 
the  perfons  who  are  to  be  feated  in  thole  committees, 
with  which  the  king  will  pleafe  to  confult  about  fuch 
budnefs  as  he  defigns  fhall  be  kept  fecret.  Thefe  mem- 
bers are  inveded  with  all  that  right  and  authority  which 
appertains  to  the  dates  themlelves : but  all  matters  that 
can  be  publiihed  fliall  be  communicated  to  the  dates, 
ancl  imparted  to  their  deliberation, 

48.  The  king  has  no  power  to  wage  war  without  the 
a dent  and  agreement  of  the  dates. 

40.  No  other  minutes,  but  of  fuch  affairs  that  have 
been  under  the  deliberation  of  the  king  with  the  dates, 
can  be  required  or  clehveied  to  tnem. 


50.  The 
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50.  The  date  and  condition  of  the  Exchequer  dial!  he 
laid  open  before  the  ftates  of  the  realm,  in  order  to  take 
cognizance  that  the  public  money  has  been  fpent  to  the 
good  and  welfare  of  the  country. 

51.  It  a member  of  the  ftates,  during  the  diet,  or  on 
his  journey  to  or  from  the  diets,  fhould  be  injured  and 
wronged  with  words  and  deeds,  when  he  has  made 
known  that  he  is  in  that  quality  and  bufmefs,  it  fhall  be 
punifhed  as  a breach  of  the  king’s  peace. 

32.  His  majefly  allures  to  maintain  all  the  ftates  of 
the  kingdom  in  their  duly  acquired  old  privileges,  im- 
munities, jj'ights,  and  liberties:  and  alfo,  no  new  privi- 
leges for  any  one  of  the  hates,  without  the  knowledge, 
advice,  and  confent  of  all  the,  four  ftates,  fhall  be  given 
or  imparted- 

53.  To  his  majefly  Is  gracious  care  alone  the  German 
provinces  are  left,  that  they  may  be  governed  according 
to  the  laws  of  the  empire,  and  the  tenor  of  the  treaty 
of  Weftphaiy. 

54.  The  cities  and  towns  of  the  kingdom  are  to 

• • 4 • 1 O 

remain  m their  duly  acquired  privileges  and  rights, 
which  were  granted  and  given  them  by  former  kings ; 
yet  lo,  that  they  are  to  he  fitted  and  adapted  to  the  cir- 
cumftances  of  the  times,  for  the  good  and  advantage  of 
the  commonwealth. 

55.  The  bank  of  the  ftates  is  to  remain  hereafter  as 
before,  under  their  guarantee,  and  at  their  own  difpo- 
fition,  fo  that  it  is  to  be  adminiftered  according  to  the 
rules  and  ftatutes  already  enacled,  or  fucli  as  the  ftates 
will  eflablilh  for  the  future. 

56.  The  cadi  of  penfions  belonging  to  the  army 
fhall  remain,  according  to  the  ordinances  already  con- 
firmed, or  fuch  as  his  majefly,  with  the  faithful  mili- 
tary commanders  and  deputies  from  the  regiments,  will 
agree  to. 

5/.  II  this  law  in  any  point  fhould  be  found  obfcure, 

the 
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the  literal  contents  muff  be  obferved,  till  the  king  and 
the  hates,  in  the  manner  exprelfed  hereabove,  articles 
89  and  A%  (hall  agree  upon  the  true  fenfe. 

All  this.  We,  now  here  affembled  States,  have  judged 
ne  cell  ary  for  the  regular  government  of  the  realm,  our 
liberty  and  fecurity,  to  ratify  and  enact  for  us,  our  abfent 
fello w-fubj e 6ts,  our  pofterity  born  and  unborn.  We 
declare  and  proteft  hereby  anew,  that  we  bear  the 
greateft;  abhorrence  to  a king’s  defpotic  power,  or  the 
fo- called  fovereignty  ; deeming  that  our  higheft  felicity, 
honour,  and  advantage,  to  be  ana  dwell  free  and  felt- 
independent,  law-giving  but  faw-obferving  ituies,  under 
the  fw ay  of  a king  in  power,  but  bound  to  the  law;  both 
of  us  tied  together  and  protected  by  the  law,  who 
preferves  us  and  our  dear  country  from  tne  dangers 
which  are  the  fad  effects  of  diforder,  licentioufneis,  dei- 
potifm,  and  an  ariftocratic  government  of  many,  to  the 
detriment  of  the  whole  foeiety,  and  to  the  grievance  and 
d iff  refs  of  every  fubjecf.  We  are  fo  much  the  more  af- 
fined to  have  an  orderly,  lawful,  and  happy  government, 
as  his  majefty  has  declared,  that  he  will  regard  it  as  his 
greateft  honour  to  be  the  firft  citizen  amongft  a free 
people  ; and  we  are  hopeful  that  the  like  fentiments  will 
be  propagated  in  the  royal  family,  from,  father  to  ion, 
till  the  lat  eft  times  of  the  world.  Therefore  we  de- 
clare enemy  to  us  and  the  country  whoever  fhall  be  fo 
imprudent  and  malignant  a fellow-iubject,  as  to  endea- 
vour to  draw  us  oft  from  this  {auction  by  cheat  and 
craft,  fecret  plots  or  open  violence,  in  order  to  intrude 
upon  us  royal  defpotif in  or  fovereignty;  or,  under  the 
pretence  and  (how  of  liberty,  overthrow  thefe  laws, 
which,  when  they  corroborate  a true  and  ufeful  liberty, 
(hut  the  doors  to  liceutioufnefs  and  confufton.  Whoever 
it  may  be,  fhall  be  punifhed  without  mercy,  according 
to  the  plain  law  of  Sweden.  We  allure  alfo,  in  virtue 
of  our  fworn  fealty  and  this  form  of  government,  that 
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we  (ball  keep  loyal  Obedience  to  his  majefty,  fulfil  his 
orders  in  all  that  is  due  and  warrantable  before  God  and 
men>  for  him  to  command;  and  for  us  to  do.,  all  rights 
being  fafe,  that  belong  to  him  and  ourfelves,  as  it  be- 
comes faithful  men  and  fubjecls. 

Signed  and  fealed  in  Stockholm  the  2 1 ft  day  of  An- 
gull;  in  the  year  after  the  birth  of  Our  Saviour  1772. 


For  the  Nobility. 

A.  G.  LEIONHUF WU D. 
h.  t Land tmar ill al. 

(L.  S.) 

For  the  Burghers. 
JOH.  H.  HOCHSCHILD. 
In  the  place  of  the  Speaker. 
(L.  S.) 


For  the  Clergy. 
AND.  H.  FORSSENftJS. 
Speaker. 

(L.  S.) 

*"  I 

For  the  Peafantry. 
JOSEPH  HANSSGN, 
Speaker. 

(L.  S.) 


All  this  here  above  written,  We  ourfelves  not  only 
receive  as  a firm  fundamental  law,  but  we  ordain  like- 
wife,  and  enjoin  all  who  are  bound  to  Us  and  our  Sue- 
cellars  to  the  reign,  with  fidelity,  allegiance,  and  loyalty* 
to  acknowledge,  keep,  and  obey  this  form  of  govern- 
ment. For  the  more  certainty,  we  have  ligned  this 
with  our  own  hand,  and  cauied  our  Royal  Seal  to  be 
put  hereunder,  at  Stockholm,  the  2lft  day  of  AumifE 
in  the  year  after  the  birth  of  Our  Saviour  one  thoufand 
ieven  hundred  and  the  feventy-fecond. 

GUSTAV  U g6 
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EXPORT 


S. 


C 


• OPPER  plates,  ordinary 
Copper,  refined 
Hammered  copper  plates 
Large  copper  plates 
Old  minted  copper  plates 
Different  forts  of  Copper 
Aral's  - 

Brafs  wire 
Brafs  kettles 
Different  forts  of  brafs 
Iron  anchors 
Iron  plates,  tinned 
Iron  plates,  not  tinned 
Iron  cannons 
Balls 

Ii  •on  pots  - 

Different  forts  of  fmaller  bar  iron 

Ordinary  bar  iron 

Iron  plates  - 

Steel  - 

Steel  wire 

Nails  - 

Ditto,  coarfpr 

Wrouo'ht  iron  of  the  finer  fort 
Ditto  of  the  coarfer  fort  - 

Different  forts  of  iron  and  Reel 
Axle-trees  - 


£• 

22,308 

26,579 

90 

D979 

42,798 

1,572 

2 

39>°79 

o 

112 

2,343 

1,079 

23 

9,799 

194 

104 

30, ?56 
524,104 

1 5 ’3  29 
7,528 

54 

8,677 

9,049 

5’7/6 

14,954 

6zo 

3°7 


11 

2 

*3 

3 

1 

3 


d. 

il| 

7k 

°i 

0? 

3 

o| 


1 iif 

5 7\ 

11  8 

2 

10  10 

16  nf 


2 1 


6 

o 

36 

3 

H 

1 1 

o 

5 

o 

10 


8 

10 

8 

7b 

7 

4! 

5 

10 

5 

7k 


1 ii| 

I a 


3 
3 

17  1 

16  !Of 
Beams 
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Beams  of  fir 

. £. 
1496 

/. 

11 

d. 

4* 

Ordinary  deals 

t 

- 

- 

53^29 

0 

IQ 

Thicker  deals 

- 

- 

- 

12,802 

14 

0| 

Planks  of  the  thickeft  fort 

- 

- 

8,248 

9 

2 

Lath 

- 

- 

- 

499 

1 

Fir  planks 

- 

“ 

208 

8 

9 

Malls 

- 

- 

354 

0 

10 

Rafters 

- 

23 

1 

of 

Thicker  fpars 

- 

- 

- 

79 

*5 

8 

Ditto,  Idler  fort 

m 

- 

- 

1,279 

0 

10 

Laths 

t, 

- 

- 

■■ 

3°3 

H 

04 

Staves  of  beech  wood 

- 

- 

- 

227 

13 

2 b 

Wood 

- 

- 

421 

0 

2 1 

z z 

Ditto,  manufactured 

- 

- 

153 

6 

3 

Lumber  - - * 

- 

- 

1,101 

3 

nf 

Different  Hones 

- 

- 

- 

4’027 

4 

o| 

Furs 

- 

- 

297 

10 

11? 

Corn 

- 

- 

- 

588 

1 1 

64 

Victuals 

- 

- 

- 

754 

3 

if 

Herrings 

- 

- 

- 

84453 

1 

8 

Fiih 

* 

- 

- 

- 

286 

9 

204 

Cattle 

- 

- 

335 

5 

3f 

Sail  cloth 

■■ 

- 

- 

4,054 

10 

ii? 

Linen 

- 

- 

- 

124 

1 

U 

Alum 

- 

- 

- 

9>9S4 

6 

Oj 

Common  allies 

- 

- 

- 

229 

16 

8 

Pot  allies 

- 

- 

- 

8,282 

1 

11? 

Pitch 

- 

- 

32>354 

2 

1 

Pitch  oil 

- 

- 

- 

129 

0 

nf 

Chalk 

- 

- 

» 

4476 

G 

3i 

Printed  books 

- 

- 

- 

479 

0 

10 

Guns  and  piltols 

as 

- 

- 

19 

19 

9i 

Herbs  for  dying  yellow 

- 

- 

12 

6 

8 

Different  forts  of  cordage 

- 

- 

- 

104 

5 

10 

Gunpowder 

- 

- 

- 

4 

15 

uf 

Different  kinds  of  furniture 

~ 

- 

152 

0 

3 i 

Beer 

- 

- 

298 

0 

10 

Earthen  ware 

- 

- 

- 

1,099 

H 

Collothar,  or  brown  red 

- 

- 

- 

407 

1 

Filh  oil 

- 

- 

- 

47446 

1 

I I A 

Tar 

- 

■3C 

- 

96,546 

18 

2 — 

VOL,  IV. 

r 

A,  A 

Saffron 

354 
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s* 

d. 

Saffron  - 

i >743 

I 

2| 

Watches  - 

*» 

- 

304 

5 

7i 

Vitriol  - 

- 

- 

52 

5 

10 

New- built  fliips 

- 

- 

17,295 

15 

I? 

Baulks  - 

- 

745 

lS 

0 

Silks  - 

- 

<3D 

1,570 

6 

Ilf 

.Different  goods' 

~ 

- 

1,280 

19 

z 

Salt  - 

- 

- 

*.799 

1 

3 

Oak  Haves  ~ 

- 

- 

M95 

15 

nf 

Wines  - 

- 

- 

3>245 

8 

4 

French  brandy 

- 

- 

335 

0 

10 

Tobacco  leaves 

- 

- 

53,299 

0 

5 

Tea  - 

12,494 

4 

of 

Oil  of  turpentine 

“ 

- 

99 

16 

8 

White  lead 

- 

37 

5 

10 

Cochineal  - - 

- 

- 

C995 

14 

of 

Pepper  - 

- 

- 

M45 

16 

8 

Sugar  - 

- 

- 

J54 

15 

3i 

Cinnamon  » 

<fp 

0» 

495 

5 

10 

Nutmegs  - 

m 

- 

154 

16 

nj 

Mace  - 

- 

- 

76 

10  c 

Hemp  - 

- 

173 

12 

9i 

Flax  - 

- 

- 

394 

H 

of 

Different  other  merchandizes 

- 

- 

40,828 

16 

6f 

Freights  for  exported  goods  upon 

Swedifh 

bottoms  - 

- 

- 

118,341 

18 

if 

Total  of*  Exports 

- 

0 

00 

00 

'O 

T 

13 

5 
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I M P O 

Silks 

Cambrick  - 

Mifflin  - ~ 

Indian  cottons  - - 

Different  forts  of  thread  and  linen 
Printed  cottons  - 
Cloth  - - 

Carnphire  - 
Galls  - - 

Amber  - - 

Liquorice  - - 

Oil  (coarfe)  - 

Quicklitver  ■ 

Turpentine  - 

Wax  - - 

Tobacco  in  leaves 
Tobacco  - “ 

White  lead  - 

Brafll  wood  - 

Cochineal  - - 

Fernambuc  - 

Indigo  - - 

Madder  - - 

Cream  of  tartar  ~ 

Colours  “ ~ 

Anchovies  - 

Coffee  - - 

Rice  - 

Paper  - - 

Linfeed  - - 

Soap  - ~ 

Divers  drugs  - - 

Annis  - - 

Cinnamon  - - 

Currants  - - 

pigs  ■ 

Ginger  - - 

Almonds  - » 

A A 


R T S. 


£• 

s. 

d. 

a 

15,528 

9 

of 

- 

- 

1,598 

12 

8f 

618 

6 

6| 

- 

4>859 

3 

oi 

- 

- 

J 4?449 

. 9 

5l 

■> 

6 

1 

4l 

ae> 

tSJ 

23,952 

O 

0 

- 

- 

249 

8 

9 

- 

- 

383 

11 

ill 

- 

- 

44 

1 1 

3 

« 

587 

6 

8 

» 

- 

9,658 

16 

H 

» 

“ 

248  14 

IOi 

- 

- 

41  I 

7 

11 

- 

- 

501 

1 

8 

- 

- 

31,236 

6 

ii| 

OB 

- 

I 4,  1 46 

7 

4+ 

<*P 

OG 

*\ 

r=* 

18 

1 of 

- 

744 

1 1 

ql 

« 

- 

2,122 

*5 

5 

- 

- 

956 

6 

9! 

» 

-■ 

7.75 1 

11 

1 

<SB 

- 

2,436 

7 

Si- 

746  17 

41 

- 

- 

13,994 

1 1 

8 

- 

- 

273 

1 1 

i| 

“ 

- 

29,857 

16 

4i 

- 

2,184 

1 

III 

6,858 

8 

64 

- 

996  16 

64 

“ 

* 

874 

2 

1 

- 

26,718 

*3 

•» 

~ 

437 

4 

5l 

- 

A 

224 

1 9 

4jO 

S* 

es> 

282 

8| 

- 

1,254 

1 

of 

- 

- 

993 

12 

71 

23486 

18 

of 

Nutmegs 
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Nutmegs  - - 

- 

747  8 Si 

Mace  - - - 

- 

961  15  7! 

Cloves  - ~ 

- 

- 

224  i 8 

Pepper  - - 

- 

- 

2,196  11  n| 

Rain  ns  - 

- 

- 

5,028  14  2 

Saffron  - 

- 

396  16  3 

Plums 

- 

- 

1,697  16  9! 

Different  grocery  wares 

- 

A 

411  6 iof 

Sugar  in  powder 

- 

„ 

52,807  15  nl 

Different  forts  of  fugar 

- 

- 

54,569  0 6| 

Peafe  - - 

- 

7,365  16  5I 

Wheat  - - - 

* 

- 

19,728  15  0 

Rye  ••  - 

- 

- 

205,829  4 8| 

Corn  - 

m 

- 

34,028  6 ii| 

Malt  - 

- 

- 

44^775  7 1 

Oats  - - - 

cm 

m 

3.479  6 4* 

Wheat  meal  « - 

- 

-■ 

40  6 9I 

Gruaux  - - 

- 

579  1 n| 

Different  forts  of  com 

- 

- 

1,025  17  2| 

Rive  cattle  - 

- 

- 

S.195  3 7f 

Meat  - - 

- 

m 

2,198  11  3 

Cheefe  - - 

- 

- 

9>  77s  « 9i 

Hams  r- 

120  17  II 

Salt  meat  - - 

om 

- 

781  16  8 

Dry  meat  - 

~ 

- 

52  13  2| 

Butter  ^ <- 

- 

5,217  16  8 

Tallow  - 

- 

14,297  6 4! 

Fifh  of  different  forts 

- 

- 

8,114  *6  of 

Salt  and  dried  fifh 

~ 

VO 

7,354  8 iof 

Fruits  - 

- 

s» 

2,47°  15  H 

Lead  - 

- 

5,004  1 3 

Printed  books 

<m 

- 

2,804  0 3I 

Calamine  - 

- 

979  n nl 

Feathers  - 

- 

- 

217  18  if 

Flair 

- 

- 

2,735  0 7l 

Potters’  earth  r 

- 

- 

1,808  15  5 

Tin  - 

*• 

- 

4,280  6 nf 

Wax  candles 

- 

819  0 10 

Pit  coal  - 

- 

- 

5>293  0 5 

Different  goods 

•* 

14,981  18  9 

French  wine 

- 

- 

1 8,546  1 1 8 

Rhenifh 
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Si  d. 

Rheniffi  wine 

- ' 

1,696 

13 

if 

f?ortuguefe  and  Spanilh  wine 

- 

1,998 

1 1 

3 

Cider  and  vinegar  0* 

a© 

737 

4 

9f 

Wines,  liquors,  Sc c.  - 

- 

23.399 

8 

oh 

SUk  - 

- 

24.779 

0 

ID 

Cotton  - 

*■* 

4,299 

i'3 

2f 

Cotton,  thread  - 

- 

3>244 

0 

20 

Ditto,  worked  - 

- 

1.731 

1 

8 

Hides  - 

- 

1 1,824 

0 

0 

Hemp  - 

- 

57,926 

10 

5 

Flax  » 

- 

29,107 

17 

ll 

Polifli  wool  - 

- 

i9»554 

0 

3? 

Spanilh  wool  - 

- 

3,029 

4 

1 o| 

Sole  leather  - - 

«> 

12,327 

10 

10 

Pot-afhes  - 

100 

5 

7f 

Linen  thread  - 

- 

2,818 

5 

1 if 

Different  rude  materials 

- 

18,886 

17 

7i 

Faff  India  goods  confumed  in  Sweden 

- 

10,810 

2 

6 

Freight  paid  to  foreign  fhips 

- 

6,301 

0 

Total  of  Imports  * * ,£,1,008,392  12  4I 
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Aestract  of  Bergman  s Sciagrapbia 

Al  IN  EB  A LIS, 

o r • * _ / 1 _ 1 „j'.  , 

rapid  a Miner  aid  although  but  the 

A outlines  of  a fyftem,  will  be  thankfully  receiv- 
ed by  all  mineralogifts.  Cronftedt  laid  the  bails  of  the 
method  purfued  in  this-  trad,  and  made  an  extenfive 
progrefs  in  the  profecution  of  it.  Bergman  profeffes  to 
have  adopted  his  ideas;  and,  after  his  example,  begins 
by  efrabl idling  the  following  firft  principles. 

“ rmft,  that  of  wbatfoeyer  value  external  appearance 
may  be  in  the  arrangement  of  organized  bodies,,  as  in 
animals  and  plants,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  trailed  in  the 
clafling  of  unorganized  fubiiances  ; colour,  confidence  5 
and  texture,  being  too  variable  to  be  depended  on  as 
certain  charaHcriftLcs.  He  by  no  means,  however,  dif- 
allows the  ufe  of  thefe  external  qualities ; fmee,  to  an 
experienced  eye,  they  will  greatly  affiif  us  in  afeertain- 
ing  the  nature  of  foiiils,  and  frequently  direct  to  the 
ihorteil  method  of  analizing  them.  Secondly,  it  is  only 
from  a knowledge  of  the  internal  compoiition,  that  the 
chides,  genera,  and  ipecies  of  foffils  are  to  be  determin- 

# This  tra&has  been  lately  tranfiated  by  Dr,  Withering.  See, 
outlines  of  Mineralogy  front  the  original  of  Sir  Tor  be  m Berg-- 
man,  &:c. 

1.  ed; 
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; and  the  external  appearance  muft  be  referred  to  the 
diftindlion  of  varieties  only.  Thirdly,  in  general,  the 
principle  or  matter  which  abounds  moft  in  any  fub- 
ftance,  is  to  determine  its  place  in  the  fyftem.  But 
this  law  muft  be  fubjedt  to  exceptions,  where  one  oi 
the  compounds  is,  as  a bafe,  the  moft  important  pai  t of 
the  mixed  body.  This  holds  in  the  earths,  and  paiticii- 
larly  in  the  ores  of  metals.  Fourthly,  the  folid  piinci- 
pies  muft  ufually  be  admitted  to  form  the  generical  cha- 
racter, although  it  fhould  exift  in  a lefs  proportion  than 
the  fluid  part.  To  inftance  in  magnefia,  gypfum,  and 
alum,  in  all  which  the  genus  is  determined  fioni  the  fo- 
lid ingredient,  or  the  earth,  and  not  by  the  fluid  part  ot 
vitriolic  acid  ; although  the  quantity  or  thelattei  greatly 
exceeds  that  of  the  former.  The  fpecific  characters  are 
to  be  deduced  from  the  different  combinations  and  pro- 
portions of  the  feveral  principles  in  each. 

<c  All  mineral  bpdies  fall  into  four  great  claffes 
1.  Salts;  2.  Earths;  3.  Bitumens;  and  4.  Metals. 

Class  I.  Salts. 

“ Salts  are  acid,  alkaline,  neutral,  earthy,  and  me- 
tallic. In  this  clafs,  to  the  three  well-known  acids  of 
vitriol,  nitre,  and  fea  fait,  the  author,  befide  introduc- 
ing the  phofphoric  acid  as  a principle,  has  joined  alio 
the  fluor  acid ; the  acid  of  arfenic  ; one  newly  difcovef- 
ed  in  black  lead,  called  the  acid  of  niolybdena ; one 
called  the  acid  of  calx  ponder  of  a ; the  acid  of  borax  ; 
that  of  amber;  and  laftly,  the  aerial  acid,  or  fixed  air. 
The  fluor  acid,  firft  difcovered  by  Mr.  Schee-le,  has, 
while  in  the  form  of  vapours,  the  power  of  o b r i o t g 
o-lafs,  and  with  water  forms  fihceous earth  . It  is  round 

united 

* It  has  been  fmce  difcovered  and  acknowledged  by  the  author, 
that  although  the  fluor  acid  diiTolves  filiceous  earths  whenever  it 
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united  to  a calcareous  bale  in  the  finer  mine  rails : ancL 

f y 

' as  profeilbr  Bergman  ftrongly  fufpecls,  enters  into  the 
eompolition  ot  all  filiceous  bodies.  The  acid  of  molyb- 
derm  the  profeilbr  conjectures  to  be  of  metallic  origin; 
and  he  thinks  there  is  reafon  to  believe/  that  each  metal 
has  its  peculiar  acid,  although,  as  yet,  front  the  ftronger 
union  of  the  acid  with  the  phiogifton,  it  has  not  been 
developed,  except  in  arfenic,  where  the  coheiion  is  lefs 
firm. 

1 o the  number  ot  alkaline  falts  there  is  no  addi- 
tion. I he  neutral  are  divided  into  perfedf  and  imper- 
fect : the  latter,  being  thole  in  which  one  of  the  compo- 
nent principles  exifts,  either  in  a fmaller  quantity,  or  is 
wc;  ker  in  its  power  than  is  fully  requifite.  The  more 
perfect  neutral  ialts,  formed  by  the  union  of  the  three 
alkalies,  with  the  three  primitive  mineral  acids,  are  well 
known.  I he  imperfect  are,  tinea!  or  borax,  being  the 
mineral  alkali  partially  impregnated  with  a peculiar 
acid ; the  vegetable  alkali  united  with  the  aerial  acid, 
which,  he  obferves,  is  feldom  found  native,  except  in 
tiie  neighbourhood  of  great  woods  deitroved  by  fire  ; 
the  alkali  miner  all  dir  at  urn,  or  natron;  and  the  alkali 
volatile  at  rat  urn ; for  an  account  of  which  fee  Phil. 
Tranf.  Vol.  LVIi 

Among  the  earthy  falts  he  has  introduced  that  from 
wiiich  ^ie  °f  his  primitive  earths  is  produced. 
He  calls  it  terra  ponderofa  vitrroiata.  Among  the  falts 
the  profeilbr  has  alfo  brought  the  gypfum,  or  federates, 
under  the  name  of  calx  vitriolata  ; the  calx  nit  rata , or 
terrene  nitre,  found  fparingly  in  waters:  he  relates, 
upon  this  article,  that  there  are  laid  to  be  chalk-bills 
m 1 ranee  fpontaneoully  impregnated  with  the  nitrous 
uc Id ; the  calx falita , or  fixed  ammoniacal  fait;  the  calx 

meets  with  them ; yet,  that  it  does  not,  as  he  imafined  in  this 

place,  when  in  a Hate  of  vapour,  actually  form  filiceous  earth  with 

'"water, 
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dirata,  or  marble,  lime  ftone,  &c.  of  waters ; the  mag- 
nefia  vitriolata , or  Epfom.  lalt;  the  magnefia  nit  rat  a 
aerata ; and  finally,  the  alum,  or  argilla  vitriolata . 

“ The  metallic  falts  are,  the  cuprum  vitriolatum , or 
blue  vitriol ; firrutn  vitriolatum,  or  green  vitriol ; fir- 
rum  dir  at  um , or  iron  diflblved  by  the  aerial  acid  in  mi- 
neral waters  ; niccolum  vitriolatum,  or  vitriol  of  nickel ; 
zincum  vitriolatum, , or  white  vitriol ; and  the  mangane - 
fium  # falitum,  or  manganefe  united  to  the  muriatic  acid, 
which  has  been  found  diflblved  in  fome  waters  by  Mr. 
Hiekn. 

“ The  profeflor  clofes  this  clafs  by  enumerating  fome 
fpecies  of  falts,  which  are  compofed  of  three  or  more 
principles,  fo  ftrictly  combined  as  not  to  feparate  in 
chryftallizing.  Thef e fates  triplices  are  the  fait  of  the 
ocean  mixed  with  magnefia ; Epfom  fait,  with  martial 
vitriol,  native  alum,  impregnated  with  martial  vitriol, 
and  with  vitriol  of  cobalt ; blue  vitriol  with  iron  ; green 
vitriol  with  nickel;  and  blue  vitriol,  with  “iron  and 
zinc. 

“ Throughout  this  clafs  are  concifely  pointed  out  the 
feveral  matrices  and  natural  modes  of  exiftence  of  all 
thefe  fubjects-;  as  well  as  the  method  of  procuring  the 
pure  artificial  ones,  and  of  detecting  them  when  in  fo~ 
lution  ; the  earthy  falts  being  precipitated  by  mild,  and 
the  metallic  by  phlogifticated  alkalies.  In  all  the  clafles 
profeflor  Bergman,  after  the  manner  of  Linnaeus,  Wab 
lerius,  and  Cronftedt,  has  endeavoured  to  give  names  to 
all  the  lubjehts  expreflive  of  the  internal  characters  or 
principles  of  each. 

# In  the  original  it  is  magnefium  *,  but  Mr.  Withering  informs 
us,  that  it  is  now  changed,  by  the  concurrence  of  profeflor  Berg- 
man. to  mo.nganef.um,  in  order  to  prevent  confufion  from  its  fimi- 
laritv  to  magnefia. 

Class 
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Class  II.  Earths. 

<c  Of  thefe  he  allows  only  five  diftimft  kinds,  or  ftueh 
as  are  termed  primitive  earths,  being  incapable,  by  any 
art  yet  known,  of  further  decompofition. 

“ Thefe  are,  1.  Terra  ponderofa,  or  heavy  earth;  2« 
Calx,  or  calcareous  earth;  3.  Magnefia;  4.  Argilla,  or 
argillaceous  earth;  and  5.  Terra  filicea,  or  filiceous 
earth.  Cronftedt  had  fiated  nine  primitive  earths,  of 
which  Bergman  has  reduced  the  garnet  kind,  mica- 
ceous, and  the  zeolitic,  to  his  argillaceous  genus;  hav- 
ing difcovered  them  to  be  compounded  principally  of 
that  earth,  with  various  proportions  of  fome  other  of  his 
primitive  earths.  He  has  fince  alfo  found  the  afbeftine 
earth  of  Cronftedt  to  be  a compounded  earth;  and  as  to 
the  manganefe,  it  ftands  no  longer  in  this  clafs,  but  oc- 
cupies the  laft  place  among  the  ignoble  metals. 

<c  The  terra  pondero fa,  which  the  author  firft  detected 
in  1774,  is  procured  in  its  prefent  ftate  from  the  pon- 
derous fpar,  or  marmor  metallicum ; which,  with  the  la- 
ps hepaticus  (Cronfi  § 24),  appears  hitherto  to  be  the 
only  fubftance  in  which  it  has  been  found  ; though  he 
fearcely  doubts  but  that  it  will  be  difcovered  in  many 
others.  2.  Calx . The  mofit  pure  is  yielded  by  chalk. 
Under  this  genus  are  ranged,  firft,  the  limeftones  of 
Cronf.  § ,5—12.  called  here  calx  acral  a ; the  lapis  fail- 
lus,  which  is  limeftone  impregnated  with  petroleum  ;J!uor 
mineralis,  or  fparry  ftuor  of  Cronf.  § 87—101  ; marie, 
which  he  calls  calx  aerata  tarn  argillaceo  quarn  filiceo 
inquinata ; and  feveral  others.  3.  Magnefia,  procured 
from  Epfom  fait.  Profeflor  Bergman  enumerates  five 
fpecies;  among  which  are  the  foap-rocks,  (Cronf.  79— 
83),  which  he  denominates  magnefia  filiceo  intime  adu- 
nata . All  thefe,  except  the  pure  magnefia  of  waters, 
are  much  contaminated  by  iron.  4.  ArgiUa . The  pure 
elementary  earth  of  this  kind  is  belt  obtained  from  alum. 
'Under  this  genus  are  enumerated  ten  fpecies,  as  having 

the 
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the  argillaceous  earth  for  the  principal  balls : the  porce- 
lain clay;  bole;  marie;  terra  lemma  \ white  alum  ore  ; 
alum  hate  ; the  gems.  Inch,  as  the  ruby,  fapphire,  topaz, 
emerald  ; the  granites,  bafaltes  or  fcherle;  zeolite;  and  the 
talky  and  micaceous  bodies.  The  diamond  is  not  rang- 
ed under  this  head.  The  tourmalin  holds  a middle 
place  between  the  gems  and  the  fcherles.  5.  Terra  fi- 
licea , procured  in  its  pureft  hate  from  rock  chryhal. 
This  earth  is  infoluble  in  all  the  acids,  except  the  fluor 
acid.  The  profeflor  feems  to  fufpebi  that  it  is,  never- 
thelefs,  not  a pure  primitive  or  elementary  earth.  Un- 
der this  genus  rank  all  the  quartz  tribe;  chalcedony; 
probably  alfo  the  opal;  jafpers  ; petrofilex  or  chert ; feldt 
fnat;  and  the  yellowilh  green  cloudy  topaz,  or  cryfo - 
prqfius.  Whether  the  cornelian,  and  the  remaining  part 
of  the  flinty  hones,  belong  to  this  genus,  he  is  yet  not 
able  to  determine. 

Class  III.  Bitumens. 

“ Our  inflammable  bodies;  which  the  author  divides 
only  into  two  genera,  under  the  names  of  fulphur  and 
petroleum.  Among  the  firh,  rank  common  brimhone ; 
plumbago;  black  lead  or  Molybdena,  a fulphur  united 
to  a peculiar  acid.  Under  the  genera  of  petroleum,  he 
clafles  the  naptha  and  rock  oils,  coal,  and  amber.  Pro- 
feflor  Bergman  adopts  the  opinion  of  M.  Aublet,  con- 
cerning the  vegetable  origin  of  amber-greafe  A But  it 
is  very  lately  rendered  more  probable,  that  it  is  an  ani- 
mal production,  being  the  icybala  oi  the  whale.  Thisr 
opinion  is  ingenioufly  fupported  by  reafon  and  analogy, 
as  well  as  by  fome  facts,  in  a paper  written  by  Din 
Schwediawer,  in  the  lali  volume  of  the  Philofophical 

# SeeHiftoired.es  Plantes  de  la  Guiane  Fraa^oiie,  Vol.  II.  Sup* 
p.  Couma  Tab.  392, 

Tranf- 


Tranfa<5lions#.  Many  mineralogies  will  be  furprifecf  t <? 
fee  the  diamond  in  the  bituminous  clafs ; yet  profeffor 
Bergman  confe fifes  that  he  could  not  find  a more  pro- 
per itation  for  it:  and  he juftifies  himfelf  on  the  follow- 
ing confiderations.  It  remains  untouched  by  all  the 
acids ; it  is  evaporable  in  the  open  fire,  appearing  to 
to  diffipate  in  a cloud,  or  lambent  flame;  and  in  the  fo- 
cus of  the  fpeculum  it  leaves  flight  traces  of  footy  re- 
mains. This  deflagration,  howfoever  flow  and  gentle, 
he  apprehends,  reduces  it  to  a place  among  inflamma- 
ble bodies* 

Class  IV.  Metals. 

cc  In  the  introductory  feet! on  to  this  clafs,  the  pro- 
feflfor  aflerts  the  great  affinity  that  fubfifts  between  bitu- 
minous bodies  and  metals,  by  obferving,  that  both  zinc 
and  arfenic  flame  when  properly  heated  in  the  fire. 

“ He  divides  metals  into  noble  and  ignoble ; and 
treats  of  them  in  the  order  of  their  fpecifie  gravities. 

Of  gold  he  enumerates  four  fpecies,  found  in  a native 
itate  ; and,  though  he  mentions  a pyrites  aureus  (Cronf, 
§ l66«  a),  has  neverthelefs  fome  doubts,  as  to  the  reality 
of  the  mineralization  of  , gold.  Platina  *f,  he  fays,  is  al- 
ways debafed  with  a martial  admixture.  Of  filver  he 
gives  feven  fpecies  as  native,  and  eleven  mineralized. 
He  attributes  to  Mr.  Woulfe  the  merit  of  obferving  the 
vitriolic  principle  in  horn  filver;  and  gives  him  equal 
praife  for  his  difcovery,  that  mercury  is  mineralized  by 

* Vol.  II.  p.  226 — 241. 

f Count  Sickengea  has  lately  diicovered  a means  of  purifying 
platina,  by  which  that  metal,  before  flippofed  to  be  to  water  as  18 
to  l,  is  now  proved  to  be  as  21  to  1.  Gold  is  only  as  19.64  to  1, 
See  Verfuche  ueber  die  Platina.  Manheim. 
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the  muriatic  and  vitriolic  acids.  Under  lead,  the  pro- 
felfor  mentions  a fpecies  found  by  M.  M'ounet,  which  is 
mineralized  by  means  of  the  vitriolic  acid ; and  ano- 
ther, detected  by  Dr.  Gahn,  which  is  reduced  to  ore  by 
the  phofphoric  acid. 

“ He  has  exhibited,  under  the  article  of  copper,  a 
fpecies  fent  to  him  by  Mr.  Werner,  which  he  found  to 
be  mineralized  with  argillaceous  earth  and  muriatic 
acid.  Only  nine  fpecies  of  iron*  are  enumerated  in 
this  work ; one  of  which,  he  fays,  contains  a new  me- 
tal This  has  fmce  been  further  inveftigated,  exalted 
in  fa£t  to  the  rank  of  a metal,  and  moft  aptly  named 
fxdcrum . The  mifpickel  of  authors  is  removed  from  the 
arfenic  ores  to  the  iron,  and  defcribed  under  the  name 
of ferrurn  nativum  arfmico  adunatum.  He  tells  us,  that 
he  never  law  native  tin  ; and  doubts  its  exiftence.  Two 
new  fpecies  from  Siberia  are  mentioned  in  the  preface, 
under  the  name  of  jiannum  fulphuratum. 

“ Bifmuth  and  nickel  Hand  nearly  as  they  do  in 
Cronftedt ; except  that  Bergman  does  not  notice  the 
nickel  of  Cronftedt,  which  is  faid  to  be  mineralized  by 
the  vitriolic  acid.  The  fpecies  of  arfenic  and  cobalt  re- 
main nearly  the  fame  in  profelTor  Bergman’s  arrange- 
ment, as  in  that  of  Cronftedt.  The  profelTor  feems  to 
think,  that  the  analylis  of  arfenic  leads  further  into  the 
true  nature  of  metallic  fubftances  than  that  of  any 
other  metal ; ftnce,  from  arfenic,  not  only  the  redun- 
dant quantity  of  phlogifton  is  capable  of  being  extri- 
cated, fo  as  to  leave  it  in  a calciform  Hate,  as  in  other 
metals  ; but,  by  further  management,  it  can  alfo  be  de- 

* In  1782,  was  publifhed  by  Sweno  Rlnman,  director  of  the 
iron  manufactories,  a molt  able  treatife,  “ Foerfoek  till  Jaernets 
hiltoria,”  or  Effay  on  the  Hiltory  of  Iron,  the  refult  of  forty  years 
©bfervations.  A tranllation  of  this  work  could  not  fail  of  being 
highly  ufeful  to  the  Englilh  naturalift  and  manufacturer. 
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prived  of  the  remaining  portion,,  and  its  peculiar  acid 
thus  developed.  If  art  fhould  ever  be  able  to  deftroy  in 
other  metals,  as  in  this,  that  ftrong  cohelion  which  fub- 
fifts  between  the  phlogifton  and  the  acid  : it  muft,  as  he 
oblerves,  very  great!}"  improve  our  knowledge  of  mine- 
ral fubftances.  In  treating  of  zink,  he  introduces  a 
curious  kind,  communicated  bv  M.  Born,  which  he 
calls  zincum  aeratum  Jiliceo  mixtum.  Of  antimony  only 
three  fpecies  are  enumerated.  Manganefium , or  man- 
ganefe,  which,  in  the  works  of  Cronftedt  and  Wallerius, 
is  placed  among  the  earths,  having  been  reduced  to  a 
reguline  ftate,  is  now,  for  the  hill  time,  brought  into 
the  metallic  clafs,  and  occupies  the  laft  place.  The  au- 
thor makes  two  fpecies,  a calciform,  and  another  which 
is  mineralized  by  the  aerial  acid. 

“ The  manganefium , and  the  new  metal  lince  called 
fiderum , are  not  the  only  new  metals  mentioned  in  this 
fketch.  He  gives  us,  in  the  32d  fedtion,  feveral  rea- 
fons  which  induced  him  to  think  that  the  acid  of  Mo- 
lybdena  was  of  metallic  origin ; and  relates,  that  in 
conlequence  of  his  diredtions,  M.  Ilielrn  has  obtained 
a regulus  from  that  fubftance ; though,  at  the  publica- 
tion of  this  work,  it  had  not  been  fufficientlv  examined^ 

“ It  is  even  fufpected  by  the  author,  that  his  terra 
ponder  of  a is  in  reality  a new  metal ; for  there  is  great  fi- 
milarity  between  this  earth  and  the  calx  of  lead;  and 
lie  has  lately  difeovered  a method  of  precipitating  it 
by  means  of  the  phlogiiticated  alkali.  Neverthelefs, 
not  having  hitherto  been  able  to  reduce  it  to  a reguline 
ftate,  it  muft  remain  among  the  earths. 

Although  in  fyftems  of  mineralogy  founded  entirely 
on  chymical  characters ; ftoncs,  and  petrefadtions,  have 
no  place  in  the  body  of  the  fyllem,  yet  profeffor  Berg- 
man does  not  mean  to  exclude  a due  attention  to  them; 
the  knowledge  of  the  former  being  ol  the  utmoft  im- 
portance in  the  arts  of  life;  and  that  ot  petrefadtions 
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leading,  perhaps,  finally  to  explain  more  intimately,  not 
only  the  nature  of  the  containing  fubftances,  but  the 
internal  confutation  of  the  globe.  Hence  he  has,  in 
the  manner  of  Wallerius  and  Cronfledt,  placed  them  at 
the  end  of  this  work ; and  very  briefly  fuggefted  a me-> 
thod  of  arranging  them,  founded  on  the  elafficai  cha«? 
raclers  of  his  own  fyftenn 
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